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THE IMAOS AND SOTESSCRIPTION. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Sine LiberUUe nUiU hmum est^ nikU ezpetendum Aoimni&us.— pLtrrum. 

This Legion of Liberty is a continuation of the pamphlelf 
"Liberty," published within the last five years^ v^hich should hav« 
been generally distributed. Liberty comprised authorities for 
the most part prior to the oi^anization of the ''Abolitionists*'* 

While by the common law of Nature we should be free as our 
original elements, and by the written law of our constitutions and 
statutes, we boast as our birth-right, of freedom, civil and religious, 
freedom of speech and of the press; still on this really practical 
sad vitally important subject, which mainly regulates our legisia* 
tionand morals, our political economy and national (want of^) 
prosperity and influence ; the total enslavement of nearly three mil" 
lions of our fellow hum^n beings, the wretched victims of tyran* 
ny on their own native soil; here we stand coiivicted to our coa- 
sciencesi and to the world, as the abject slaves of slavery. The 
pulpit is muzzled, it cannot speak; the press Is fettered, it cannot 
move; the right arm of the law is manacled, it cannot stretch forth 
to maintain its own authority and supremacy. The tlcfence of Li- 
berty, « th&t holy principle, Tvhose name is on every lip, on every 
coin, on every badge of th- land," excites persecution in the 
church, proscription in the state, and infamy and outlawry in the 
social and dotaestic relations^ and for all these outrages perpetra- 
ted in a {and governed by public opinion, the signal cry is " Anti- 
Slaveiy 1 Abolition 1'* alias Freedom 1 Justice I 

The severe pecuniary distress and general bankruptdy, has at last 
eonvinced all classes that the credit system implies corresponding 
debt:.^ the day of reckoning foreseen by men of sound views baa 
< (3) 
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oome with ag'gTavation,4jrop6rtjo,netl at cpmpouml interest to its 
procrastination. The^srgns of the times manifestly ileclare that 
file generation is borji which will also witocsfs the death of slavery 
in these United States. Whether this human Augean stable, must 
be 8wep» ' y a deluge of blood, or wb(Bther by a pure wliolesomft 
stream iiom Freedom's fount, the conversion of slaves into citizens, 
depends upon the sovereiga people.. The great Arbiter of events 
has left this yet in the control of his free ajG;enis. The var ied scenes 
of horror, when the dread d&yof retribution shall arrive, the mas- 
sacres, the wholesale rapine, the protracted tcvturcs, the anarchy 
of a civil and a spirv?t©fW[ar-^no ;m;ortatha? h^ijjhe temerity to 
anticipate or imagine; — but it is wriltenj "With what judgment 
ye judge ye shall be judged, SiiiX With what measure ye mete it 
shall be measured tqytar.agaip,-'^ j ; • s .; ,m , 
In arguments anil ta'cis,' appeals 'to syhlpathy and equi'y, the abo- 
, litionists have with them. the Universe. The hvilra-heatled mon- 
» ster feppressibn shrtrtks instinctively convulsed from the reflection 
ef its own hideous features,, and by fj*aud, falsehood anil violence, 
irjf^ iytiph-law anil ^dg-ta'w;'; Writhes to shUn the. exposure, but 
every pifea and pret6jct icritured. by it, or its. infamous tools, in- 
^vitabljr. recoils. <* Tfbti ^^lave" sary they, "has Issss care and more 
ea^ef thian the master;'* tlieri It is only fair thatthey shouUl change 
conditions; which p^irty wouUl object ?— "The slave is more com- 
fortable'iinO 'better provided for'than the Northern Laborer;'* — then 
sdi th^ battles £thd .specc))iBs, and'writings, and preaching, and prayers 
for liberty'are "Vain tind false. To test this, propose to the free yeo- 
iiianry attd mechanics of. the North, that thej' and thei r Tarn i lies for- 
6Ver, be efevJit^d' to the fetatfedf utter bondage of the Sonth. " But th<» 
Abtiilitibhfsts hftve put the ibatise of emancipation back half a cen- 
tvit^:^>~^T!fot yetiiot t>/en the seyfen lievv slave states ^houhl be nulli- 
fied, and thfe; twQ'miliion's increase of ^ia^veis be iiberatod Wilhio 
the, last half Centtity, the niinj.ber of full bWoUed slave s'aies his 
dolibiedi arid the number of Ml bloodetl and half bldoded isravef 
qtiadrupled. This ft-i^VjtfuI, this tremendous increase, gives the lie 
.direct to tho shflimt?) CSS;! hypocritical pre.teiice, that the present race 
<3f 'felkie-Morfj^eri^ 'are gttrltlesB, that tlt^ systehi was entailed On 
thtert. anil' thiey jtrV hot responsible. What measure has been at- 
ttrthpted'oi' suggested to prevent or' rfe«tra!n this geometrical ratio 
of' intireai3e."y!s it the' in8ane\^ac(s of t!ie enslaved states of the 
ioutb, and doug-h brains of thfe nortlj, in smuggling in the recbgni- 
fMh of Tejias, ahtl att^MpUpg thie amalgaition of this irorthy sister 
republic! a recognition Virli,|ch sig^ned the death warrant of tho 
onlon^ which only waits annexation to be irrevoc^ My sealed. 'Is 
iithfi C0l6nix^tioti Soidiety, the Jesyitical engine of peiTpetUal baa- 
ishmeiit to iiis coIorfed Victitfis,''whose frisedom here mlgh<4'e dah- 
gerous to the "peculiar Institution;" — banishment! a cruel word, 
which even the rude Romans would not allow in Lheir jienal laws. 
This society which until lately perverted the sympaibics and para> 
iyscd the energies of the few real friends of the oppressed, fof 
the first sixteen of its most palmy and. prosperous years, could 
fraud or force effect the expulsion of only 2,162; this in sixfeeo 
years, while the increase of the colored slaves is 60,000 each yeai. 
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Why not liberate and colonize them, where they were bom and 
their fathers before them; hercj where there services are needed, 
irchere, it is said, their labor is indispensable, without theenormoiss 
expense of transportation, and sacrifice of human lives in acclima* 
tion and hardships. Emancipation to be effectual must be general 
throughdut the union ; all compensation is encouragement except 
on conilition that the system be annihilated^ Were Maryland, for 
instance to declare itself a free state, most of her colored inhabi- 
tants would be torn from their relations and homos, where proximi- 
ty and intercourse with the free states is some check to cruelty, 
and donatio employment and old attachment renders their condt> 
tion coi^aratively endurable, to be driven to the plantations of 
the south west, to be whipped and starved to death on those human 
ioaughter grrounds; it would be, to lessen the evil in its mitigated, 
and extend it in its aggravated forms. The haughty ancient domin- 
ion, the mother of Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Patrick Hen- 
ry, the Randolphs, and other staunch abolitionists, is compelled to 
obtain a livelihood by this noble means, the breeding of slaves for 
the human shambles, the traflScing in the nerves, hearts, and souls 
of her own colored sons and daughters, in whose veins frequently 
courses her best blood, and thus save « the slaves from advertising 
for runaway masters." Ami while th.'s domesiic slave trade is tb« 
staple business of the Sos?ih, the foreign still rages with similar hor- 
rors, which only the extinction of its cause, the market for siavei^ 
can suppress. Since nothing bat evil can {iossibly flow either di- 
rectly or remotely from this polluted source, slavery; instead ot 
shutting the eyes like the idiot, frightened at bis own shadow, and 
hiding the head in the dust like the stupid ostrich before destruc- 
tion, why not grapple with the mortal foe like men, like freemen! 

In lieu of any other or better plan, the following sugg^sstions ar« 
offered: 

Of the public lands a part were originally ceded by some of the 
old states, for the jnirpose of paying the national debt, which be- 
ii^ accomplished, they should have reverted to the donor states; 
the rest were purchased by money from the public treasury, of 
Which the proportion of the northern states would be about three- 
fourths. This domain being the common property of the cons- 
Q3on people, the most equitable and sure mode of dividing itamon^ 
ItB owners, would be by an amendment of the constitution, to dis- 
tribute the annual proceeds among the states in ratio of their rep- 
resentation, for the perpetual support of common schools in each 
Stlit«; the principal to be invested in internal improvements or loaned 
&r banking purposes, the state being security for principal and 6 
per cent interest; the interest to be appropriated and applied to 
Ctnnmon schools according to some plan of organization, of which j 
the state of New-York probably presents the best model. As we 
baxe, and can have no established religion like the church-and- ' 
State despotisms, it is indispensable that we should have an estab- 
Usbed system of education, to ensure the general intelligence of 
the people, without which a republic is but a name. The publie 
xeveaue should be raised directly by a tax on all property, that each 
fPjQy pay according to his ability, and know the amount he pays; 
1* 
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and for what pxirpose. If the Chartists of Great Britain can be 
starved into compelling their oppressors to abolish the monstrous 
com lav? 9, we could be liberated froin customs and tribute, atid 
have free commerce, and each pay directly his just share of the 
necessary public expenses. 

The Worth is implicated in the guilt, theodium, and the responsi- 
bility of southern slavct-y, and perhaps it would be a fair way of 
eompiomise to let the North raise oite>ha1f the amount, and thai 
Somh the other half. Of anything contributed through or by thd 
general gov^mm^nt, the north would pa/ three times as niuch a»^ 
the somh, that beting aboot their relative ratio of support of go- 
vernment. Butas, notwithstanding the implication of thFNorth, 
it might be difficult to be persuaded that it has *6 much to do with 
Southern slavery as to submit to direct taxation for abolition; and 
as the " Public Lands,'' Is, and is likely to be a vexed question, per- 
haps it will be better to waive any other disposition of themi, and ap- 
ply them to the extinction of human bondage, thus meet the soatU 
half way and make a^.ompromi8e, not of principle, which is im- 
possible, but in order to agree about the best means to attain it. 

;The British Nation paid in 1834, $88000 000 towards remunerating 
the West Tndta Planters for about 800,000 slaves; this ratio would 
make for two airid three-ifourtli TOillions of slaves in the United States, 
about §300,000,000. If the public lands Were pledged to secure a 
fund of the amount of $200,000,000,' the north would pay three- 
fourths,! OY $150,000,000, being lialf of the whnle; each Southern 
state wilitng- to become free «otdd tax all its property, including 
slaves, to supply the other half. % 
- If this estimate be thouglit too low, be it recollected that the 
approximation from a paper credit currency towards a specie basis 
has condensed the va'iue of money, some fifty per cent, since the 
purchase of slaves by the British, which is the rale of theif valua- , 
tion here proposed; and in the event of abolition by the United ' 
StatcR, there would be bat few other buyers even at the lowest rat^s. 
Besides, the real estate of the south w6uld then be enhanced at 
least one half, andi its VepreSentation greatly extended, for instead 
of " three-fifths of other persons,-' they would have the suffrage of 
th« whole five-lifths| the entire union would be fio longer rifled by 
tiie representatives of slaves, nor the south by martial and mob law. 
It Might perhaps be more equitable and convenient for bpfh the 
North and the South, if ihenett proceedsof the Sands were f)Tedged 
towards a fuml of $200,000,000 with 6 per cent interest tberoh, fo» 
a tem*^ of tvrenty yesursj and then if found inadequate, the deficien- 
cy to be supplied by the general gbvernmerit, and the surpltis Ismds 
to revert f« the people of the' Union. The immense uational do- 
main should, if well managed,^ produce It large revenue; we sea 
great and growing states, a« Ohk*, lUinoig, suad Indiana, carved onf, 
biert where are^ the protteeds of the spoils of the poor Indian, th« 
ri^gfiitfhl proprietor from tlm;e immemorial shared 'amon^ th* 
agents, squatters, and speculators. If the amount rfealized froaa tha 
public lands, oould be so lat^e that one half would compensate die 
tfoutn, it wei>e highly desirable that the other moiety be applied to 
universal «duci^ion, including thoft« iibe/&ieU. 
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It is here proposed, that '^We, the people of the United States, 
inonier to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, ensure do- 
mestic tranqaillity, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity do onhin and establish this," 

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENT TO THE U. S. CONSTITtTTION. 

Article Xlir. § 1. The public lands of the United States shall 
be pledged and appropriated as a fund on the part of the United 
States towards remunerating the slave states for the release of their 
slaves. 

§ 2. Slavery is utterly and forever abolished throughout the Uni- 
ted States, their territories, and domains; in all of which there 
shall be no disfranchisement or privilege on account of color or 
race, and any thing and everything in any constitution or statute to 
the contrary is forever null and void. 

§ 3^ The United States will hold no intercourse by treaty, alli- 
ance, or comracrce, with any nation, state, or people, that toieraten 
human slavery within its juriediotjon. 

The words in the const5fut5on> art. I, § " three-fifths of all 
other persons," and the 3d clause, sect. 2, Art. IV, will thus be- 
come a dead letter. Any slave state unwilling to unite in this 
amendment and become free, can of course secede; it will leave a 
larger share of the land fund for the others. 

As to the 3d section. We certainly have a right to say with 
whom we will associate- trade, or form alliances; and after we 
have done justice ourselves, to ask others to do likewise. The 
United States law of 1820, declares, not only that every citizen, 
but every person found engaged in the foreign slave trade shall be 
adjudged a pirate and shall sutFer death. Besides, we should have 
to decline but few acquaintances, Spain and Portugal, Brazil & Co. 

If the united North would only say one word, '* Ay would 
but hold up its hand in token of assent, would deposit its ballot in 
token of its decision, such an amendment might be adopted; the 
flaming fire-brand of discord which threatens general conflagra- 
tion.and chaos, be converted into the beaming torch of amity and 
unity. By this retrograde stride, the patriot and the philanthropist, 
the friends of justice and humanity would be set at liberty to at- 
tempt, in some degree, to repair the evils, the errors, and the Crimea 
accumulated ^or more than half a century by the bloody dynasty of 
slavery. 

Then might be realized, as is yet reversed, the aspira- 
tion of La Fayette in his farewell address to Congress, after he 
had achieved our emancipation, "May this great monument rais- 
ed to Libertyi serve as a lesson to the oppressor, and an example 
to the oppressed;" then instead of being a warning beacon, we 
might become a guiding luminary to the nations of the earth ; then 
no longer would the lines of Byron on Napoleon's failure, be ap- 
plicable to the United States of America : 

"A single step into the right had made 
This 'Land' the Washington of worlds betrayed; 
A single step into wrong has fiven 
'b name a scoff tc 11 th ods cf heaven !'* J. 



THE 

LEGION OF LIBERTY ! 

AND 

FORCE OF TRUTH. 




Freedom' t j^lorioas Sun, dispelling tke black chaos of Slavery. 



May this great monvmentf raised to Liberty, serve as a lesson i$ 
the oppressor, and an example to the oppressed^ — La Fuyetu. 
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THS or LIBERTT 



FREEDOM'S WREATH. 

We'll search the earth, the air, the sea, 
To cull a gallant Wrsath for THEE ! 
And every field for fisedom fought, 
And vale, and shoi'e, land mount, where aught^ 
Of Liberty could ere- be found. 
Shall be our blooitiing harveist ground^ 
From victor's arch, nom martjr** pall, 
IViumphal or funereal, 
For law, and equal rightf, and Ii& 
Who won or fell in holy ttrife. 



12 ' PllEEbdMV WSE A**; 

In garlands, J;iaUreU bang tipon 
Thsrmopylffi-ana Maratlioo j:. 
And t>n Pbilipp^s fktaW|gl^ts 
The'Cypresi i$on^:^ bi^li 
On Runimelrthe lH^ 
On Bajmi^^i»n U^^ ■TM&ttepxi^^i'r:: • 
And^tlbrl^iwiiki BoyiM^ikB le^v^ A % 

■ ■■■y-i:^'i^^uMeM-f!^^ 

; ' xI^^iwii^oaBiee^ vale. , 

= W Huguen^i ani<4 

„ lOJjj jB^onkei^Hniand Yurktowtt?tf 

, the Coralk ff>(^ . ; 

' TKe waves of Erie a^nd Ohampi«i% : 
In r«^tI^ tt^ophi^ round the: Blai^^^^w 
^obacpial's pungent leaves prqcljUflji ' 
. (^ martfred men a contine)@t, = ' 

Tbut Indians {nought but death cqxild ttoii^ 
Stem Freedom** ttitghty monument. 

: T\i& pactua thrives itt MeaLico j 
0.#<^b!a beurs tbe CacQO ; ',■ - 
Svrastb /^Eayti's - 
It^^ P2il<^4ree to;^^ruig to © 
fom vehi(?h to j^ia'ck-to iUl thy^^ - 

On sad Cten^Vs-^niiui^ined^^l^^ 
The 9.nc\evii Bm^^1^9in i / 
In Italy and H^ngkrf;: * ; ' 

Tiie Vine m air spiesM clOBt^rs free $ 
O'er all u]{>rears the ^iacrested Dove, 
Her Olivet pledge of Pbace and Lotgp 
The Level, Shield and Jewel fair. 
Badge of Equality vou wear ; 
The tri.co}of^4)aRfVted°, whke,(and^UiMi^ 
Combinee thffe' fotV6fit, pure, arid'true. 

Aye may the CHAPfJET flourish bright. 
Reflecting like tbe<.beatens i^Ay 'light ; r , , , 
With glory, aye thy b^W WbbUnd, . 
With glory, aye thy beael be oispwn'd, < 
While E^h, ind Air, fthd'S^ii iwd Sea, 
Yield up their glorious WjaKAra t^^EHEBi^ 




Si Monumentum qucerisf circurmpice. 
His CocMTar is Hit Morumkht. 
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THE L£GIOV OT LIBERTY 




Arms of the Vnite)i States nf North America. 



THE DieCL ARATION OP IN0BFENDENCE. 

A PART OF THE OaiGINAL AS fiUAPTED Bt JeFFERSON, AND SUPPRBS* 
8ED BV SOOTHKRN INFLUENCE. 

He has waged cruel war against human nat«''e itseiif, violating its 
most sacred rights of life and liberty, in the persons of a distant peo- 
ple who never oifended him ; capturing and carrying them into sla- 
very in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their trans- 
portation thither. This piratical warfare — the opprobrium of infidel 
powers — is the warfare of the Christian King of Great Britain. Do* 
termined to keep open a market where MEN should be bought and 
•old, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing every legislative 
attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce. And that 
this assemblage of horrors might want no fact of distinguished die, 
he is now exciting those very people to rise in arms among us,* and 
to purchase that liberty of which he hus deprived them ; thus pay- 
ii g off former crimes committed against the iiheriics of one people, 
with crimes wfaicU he urges them to commit ugiiinst lhe itues of 
Another. 

{« This society will never, in ajiy way, countenajxcr. tLs iJpressed, 
in vindicating their rights by resorting to physical force -- Vo Wi'JfJi- 
tioH cf tlu Amsriean Anti-Hlavery Soeitty, Art. III.] 



THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 




PMlanthrophy imf taring America ta release the Slapeand rcvixe Liberty 



LUTHER MARTIN. 

The Jrenuine Information delivered to the Legidaturt of Maryland. 

The report was adopted by a majority of the convention, but not 
without considerable opposition. It was said, that we had just as- 
sumsd a place among independent nations, in consequence of our 
opposition to the attempts of Great Britain to ertslate m; that this 
opposition was grounded upon the •preservation of those rights, to 
which God and Nature entitled us, not in particular^ but in common 
with all the rest of mankind. That we had appealed to the Su- 
preme Being for his assistance, as the God of Freedom, who could 
not but approve our efibrts to preserve the rights which he had thus 
imparted to his creatures; that now, when we scarcely had risen 
from our knees, from supplicating his aid and protection — in form- 
ing our government over a free people, a government formed pre- 
tendedly on the princijples of liberty and for its preservation — in 
that government to have a provision not only putting it out of its 
power to restrain and prevent the slave-trade, even encouraging that 
most infamoi£s traffic, by giving the states power and influence in 
the Union in proportion as they cruelly ana wantonly spprt with 
the ri^tRof thGiij-feliow-crealufes, ou^ht to be considered as a so. 
lemn mockery of, and insult to, that' God whose protection we had 
then implored, and could not fail to hold us up in detestation, and 
render us conteittptibie to every true friend of liberty in the world. 
It was said, it ought to be considered that national crimes ean only be, 
and frtqueiiitiy are, punished in this world by national punishments; and 
tnat the continuance of the slave-trade, and thus giving it a nation- 
ai sanction and encouragement, ought to be considered as justly expo- 
sing us to the displeasure and vengeance of him, who is equally 
Lord of all, and who views with equal eye, the poor African slav« 
and his American master J 

(15) 
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LUTHEK MARTIK. 



It was urged that by this system, we were giving the general gov. 
emment full and absolute power to regulate commerce, under v/nich 
general power it would have a right to restrain, or totally prohibit 
5ie slave-trade : it must, therefore, appear to the world absurd and 
disgraceful to the last degree, that we should except from the exer- 
cise of that power, the only branch of commerce which is unjustifiable 
in its nature, and contrary to the rights of mankind. That on the 
contrary we ought rather to prohibit expressly in our constitution, 
the further importation of slaves ; and to authorize the generd go 
vernraeynt from time to time, to make such regulations as should be 
thought most advantageous for the gradual abolition of slavery, and 
the emancipation of the slaves which are already in the states. 

That slavery is inconsistent with the genius of republicanism, and 
has a tendency to dei?troy those principles on which it is supported, 
as it I^sens the sense of equal rights of mankind, and habituates 
us to tyranny and oppression. It was ftirther urged, that by this 
system of government, every state is to be protected both frow 
foreign invasion and from domestic insurrections; that from this 
consideration, it was of the utmost importance it should have a pow- 
&c to restrain the importation of slaves, since in proportion as the 
axunber of slaves was increased in any state, in the same propor- 
tion the state was weakened and exposed to foreign invasion, or do. 
mestic insurrection, and by so much less it will be able to protect it. 
oelf against either ; and therefore will by so much the more, want 
aid from, and be a burthen to, the union. It was further said, that 
as in this system we were giving the general government a power, 
tmder the idea of national character, or national interest, to regulate 
even our weights and measures, and have prohibited all possibility 
of emitting paper money, and passing insolvent laws, &c„ it must 
appear still more extraordinary, that wc should prohibit the govern- 
ment from interfering with the slave-trade, than which nothing could 
so materially affect both our national honor and interest. These 
reasons influenced me both on the committee and in convention, 
most decidedly to oppose and vote agamst the clause as it now 
makes a part of the system. 

At this time we do not generally hold this commerce in so great 
abhorrence as we have done. When our liberties were at stake, we 
warmly felt for tlie common rights of men. The danger being 
thought to be past, which threatened ourselves, we are daily grow- 
ing mere insensible to those rights/ In those states who liave re- 
stv^ained or prohibited the impprtatioi\ of slaves, it is only done by 
legislative acts which may be repealed. When those stales find 
that they must in their national character and connexion suffer in 
the disgrace, and share in the inconveniences attendant upon that 
detestable and iniquitous traffic, tliey may be desirous also to share 
in the benefit? arising from it, and the odium attending it will be 
greatly effaced by the sanction which is given it in the general go. 
vernment. 

With respect to that part of the second section of the first article, 
which relates to the apportionitient of representation and direct taxa- 
tion, there were' considerable objections made to it, besides the great 
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objection of inequality. It was urged, that no principle could justi. 
fy taking slaves into computation in apportioning the number of 
representatives a state should have in tlie government. That it in- 
volved the absurdity of increasing the power of a aiate in making 
laws for freemen, in proportion as that state violated the rights of 
freedom. That it miglit be proper to take slaves into consideration, 
when taxes were to he apportioned, because it had a tendency to dis. 
courage slavery ; buMo take them into account in giving reprcsen- 
tation tended to encowaga tl]he;slave.trade, and to make it the inter- 
est of the states to continoe rfha|. i inikmous traffic. "That slaves 
could not be taken into accouiat as jnen, or citizens, because they 
were not admitted (o the rights of citizens, in the atates which 
adopted or continued slavery. If they were to be taken into account 
as property, it was asked, what peculiar circumstance should render 
thk property (of all oihers the most.odious in its nature) entitled to 
the high privilege of conferring consequence and power in the go- 
vernment to its possessors, rather than any other : and why slaves 
should, as property, be taken into account rallier than horses, cattle, 
mules, or any other species ; and it was observed by an honorable 
member from Massachusetts,* that he considered it as dishonorable 
and humiliating to enter into compact with the slaves of the south- 
ern states, as it would with the hoi'sos and mules of the eastern. 



♦ ELBRIBGE GERRY. 

The idea of property ought not to be the rule of representation. 
Blacks are property, and are used to the southward as horses and 
cattle to the northward ; attd why should their representation be in- 
creased to the southward on ^ount of the number of slaves, than 
horses or oxen to tfe north ? — Setrei debates of the Convention for 
forming the S\ Constitution, i7b7. 




"LIBERTY." 




THK IMAOE AND SUPERSCRIPTION ON SVSHY COIN ISStmi^ 
BY THE UNITED STATJB8 OF AMERXCA. 




PROCLAIM LIBr^RTY THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND UNTO ALL 
THE INHABITANTS THEREOF. 

fVB IKtCBirriON OH ¥HS BELL IK THE OLQ YHILADELFHU STATKKCPKXf 

WHICH WAS nvna jolt 4, 1776, at thb sianiHO ow 

TS8 DSCLASATXON OV IMOBPENDBMCB 

(18) 



LIBERTY. 



THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

We hold tfiese truths to be self-evident, that al! men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights; that among those, are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness. That to secure these ridits, eoverainents are instituted arnon^ 
men, deriving their powers irom the just consent of che governed, 
&c. [See the whole declaration, signed by the delegates of all the 
original states, and adopted as the basis of all the State Constitu- 
tions.] 

THE UNITED STATES* CONSTITUTION 

Amskdment. I. Congress shall make no law respecting an es- 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press ; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble and petition the government for a 
redress of grievances. 

VIRGINIA. 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, 
and can never be restrained but by despotic governments. 




JlloUO— "So ALWAYS TO TTRASTS.'* 

(19) 



20 N. Y. CONSTITUTION — INDIANA G. WASHINGTON. 



NEW YORK CONSTITUTION. 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his scntimcntfl 
on all subject?, being responsible for the abuse of that right : and no 
law shall he passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of 
the press. 

INDIANA, 

There shall be neither slavery nor mvoluntary servitude in this 
state, othewise llian (or the punishmertt of crimes, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted. Nor shall any indenture of any negro 
or mulatto, hereafter made and executed out of the bound? of this stale, 
be of any validity within this state.— [Ohio and Illinois are similar.] 

THE SLAVE-^TRADE DECLARED TO BE PIRACY BY 
THE LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 1820. 

If any citizen of the United States, being of the crew or ship's com- 
pany of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave-trade, or any 
person whatever, being of the crew or ship's company of any ship or 
vessel owned in the whole or j>art, or navigated for, or in bchalt of, 
any citizen or citizens of the United States, tihall land, from any such 
ship or vessel, and on any foreign shore seize any negro or mulatto, 
not held to service or labor by the laws of athbr > * Uie states or terri- 
tories of the United States, with intent to make such negro oi nuilatto 
a slave, or shall decoy^ or forcibly bring or carry, er shall receive such 
negro or mulatto on board arjy such ship or vessel, with intent as 
aforesaid, such citizen or person shall be adjudged a PIRATE, and 
on conviction thereof, before the circuit court of the United States, for 
the district wherein he may be brought or found, shall suffer DEATH. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

The benevolence of your heart, ruy d^r Marquis, is so conspicuous 
on all occasicaiSj that I never Conifer at fresh proofs of it; but your 
late purchase ot an estate in the colony of Cayetth^ with a view of 
emancipating the stoves, is a generous' and noble prpof of your hu- 
manity. Would to Crod, a like spirit mi^t diffuse itself generally 
into the minds of the people of this country ! But I despair of seeing it. 
Some petitions were presented to the Assembly at its last session, for 
the abolition of slavery j but Uiey could scarcely obtain a hearing.— 
Letter to Lafayeite, :;: . . 

I hope it will not be conceived from these observations, that it io my 
wish to hold the unhappy people who ^re the subject of this letter, in 
slavery. I can only say, t W , there J» /not. a man living, who wishes 
more sincerely than i do, to see a plati adopted for the aTOlitton of it; 
but there is only one proper and ef^ctual mwiie^by which it can be 
accomplished, and that is, by the iegislatiye authority; and this, as 
far as my suffrage will go, shall not be wanting. — Letter to Robert 
JdorrU, 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
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I never mean, unless some particular circumstance should compel 
me to it, to possess another slave by purchase ; it being among myjirsl 
toishes to sse some plan adopted by which slavery in this country may be 
abolished by law. — Letter to John F. Mercer. 

Because there are, in Pennsylvania, laws for the gradual abolition of 
slavery, which neither Maryland nor Virginia have at present ; but 
which nothing is more certain than that they must have, and at a 
period not remote, — [Reasons for depreciation of southern lands in a 
letter to Sir John Sinclair.] 

Cambridge, February 28, 1776. 

Miss Phiixis, — Your favor of the 26th of October, did not reach 
my hands till the middle of December. Time enough, you will say, 
to have given an answer ere this. Granted. But a vanety of impor- 
tant occurrences, continually interposing to distract the mirm and with 
draw the attention, I hope will apologize for the delay, and plead my 
excuse for the seeming, but Jiot real neglect I thank you most sin- 
cerely for your polite notice of me, in the elegant lines you enclosed ; 
and however undeserving I may be of such encomium and panegyric, 
the style and manner exhibit a striking proof of your poetical talents ; 
in honor of which, and as a tribute justly due to you, I would have 
published the poem, had I not been apprehensive, that, while I only 
meant to sive the world this new instance of your genius, I might have 
incurred me imputation of vanity. This, ana nothing else, determined 
me not to give it place in the public prints. 

If you should ever come to Cambridge, or near h*;ad-quarters, I shall 
be happy to see a person so favored by the Muses, and to whom nature 
has been 30 liberal and beneficent in her dispensations. I am, with 
great respect, your obedient humble servant — Letter to PhiMis Wkeatley^ 
[^^n >3Jncan.] 

Observe good faith anfi justice towards all nations, cultivate peace 
and harmony with all: religion and morality enjoin this conduct; and 
can it be that ^ood policy does not equally enjoin it 'l It will be worthy 
of a free, enlightened, and^ at no distant period, a great nation, to give 
to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people 
always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can 
doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of such a plan 
would richly repay any temporary advantages which might be lost by 
a steady adherence to it ? Can it be, that Providence has not connected 
the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? The experiment, 
at least, is recommended by every sentiment which ennobles human 
nature. Alas! i& it rendered mipossible by >sts vices? — Farewell 
Address. 

Upon the decease of my wife, it is my will and desire that all my 
slaves, which I hold in my own right^ shall receive their freedom. To 
emancipate them during her life, would, though earnestly wished, bo 
attendeKd with such insuperable difficulties, on account of their inter- 
mixture by marriages with tlie dower negroes, as to create the most 
fearful sensation, if not disagreeable consequences from the latter, 
while both descriptions are in the occupancy of the same proprietor; it 
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not being ia my powoi, under the tenure by which the dower negroes 
are held to manumit them.. And, whereas, among those v/ho will 
receive their freedom according to this clause, there may be some, who, 
from old ao;e, or bodily infirmities, and others, who, on account of the«f 
infancy, will be unable to support themselves, it is my will and defire 
Uiat all who come under the fimt and second descriptions, shall . be 
comfortably clothed and fed by my heirs while they live ; and that such 
of the latter description as have no parents living, or if ii\ing, are unable 
or unwilling to provide for them, shall be bound by the Court until tihwey 
shall ariive at the age of twenty-five years : and in case where no 
record <5aa be produced whereby their ages can be ascertained, the 
judgment of the Court upon its own view of the tmbjec^ shall be 
adequate lind finals The negroes thus bomnd, are by Iheir ma^t^r^ 
and mistresses to be tanght to nead and wriie, and to be bro.'*ght un to 
some useful wcupj^onv agreeably to the Jaws o^. the ooinmonwe^t^ 
of Virginia^ providmg for the sujaport oforphans and otherpoor children^. 
And 1 do hereby expressly forbid thfe^sale or.lwmsportaUpn oui o^ 
said commonwealth, pf any slave I nuiy die posses^jed pf,,u 
pretence whatever JLM I do, mbreover, moat pbinteiily and lijost 
solemnly enjoin it upon rny executors^ hereafter named, or' the survivor 
of them, to see that tnis clause respectm^ slaves, and every part thereof 
be religiously fuSlted, at the epoch at wmch it is directed to; take place, 
without evasioi), neglect,, or delay, after the crops which may then be 
on the ground are harvested. Particularly as it r^pects the aged and 
infirm, seeing that a regular and permanent fund be established for 
their support, as long as there are subjects reijuiringit, not trusting to 
the uncertain provisioas tobemade by mdiyidual8.-r^o«Aingt<wi'« Willi 

. JOHN ADAMS. 

The day is passed — the 4th of July, 1776, will be a memorable 
epocha iqi the hsstory of America. It ought to be commemorated aa 
the day «f deliverance by soJemn acts ot devotion to Almighty Ood. 
It ought to be- 8olemni4ed with pomp, shows, &Ci, from one end of the 
continent to the other, from t^iis time forward foteVer! You will think 
me transported v/ith enthusiasm : but I am hot, 1 am well aware of 
the toil, and bloody and treaswe that it. will cost to maintain this Decla- 
rationj and support and defend these states ; yet through all the gloom, 
I can see the rays of light and glory.^I can see that the epd is worth 
more than all tite^means ; and that posterity ViU -triumph althouffh you 
and I may rue, which ! hope we ihali hot— •Le^^<r, PhMaidetphia, Jtdy 
5th, 1776. 

Great is TratJi-i-^at is Liberty — greftt is Humanity; and they 
must and will prevwl. — Letter to a/riend. 

LAFAYETTE. 

While I am indulging in my views pi Ameiican prospect an4 
American liberty, it is mortifying to oe told that in that very cpuritty^ 
ft large portion of the people are slaves! Jt is a dark spot on die lace 
of the nation. SucK a state of things cannot always exist. , 



THOMAS JEFPKRSOH. 



23 



I see in the papers, that there is a plan of gradual abolition kvery 
m the district of Columbia. I would be doubly happy of it, tor the 
measure in itsell^ and because a sense of American pnde makes me 
recoil at the observations of the diplomatists, and other foreigners, who 
gladly, improve the unfortunate existing circumstances into a general 
objection to our republican, and (saving that deplorable evd) oar 
matchlevsis system. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

The whole commerce between master and slave is* a perpetual 
exercise of the most boisterous passions ; the most unremitting ocspo* 
tism on the one part and degrading^ submissions on the other. 'Our 
children see this and learn to imitate it; for man is an imitative animal. 
This qualify is the germ of all education in him. From hia cradle fj 
his grave he is learning to do what he sees others do. If a 'parent 
could find no motive either in his philanthropy or his self-lovej ibr 
restraining this intemperance of pa sjsion towards his slave, it should 
always be a sufficient one that his child*is present Biit generally it 
is not sufficient. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the 
lineaments of wrath,^put8'on the same ;airs in the circle of smaller 
slaves, ^ives loose to his worst passions^ and thus nursed, ed>}cated^ 
and daUy exeicised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with 
odious peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his 
manners and morals undepraved by such circumstances. Ai>d with 
what execration should the statesman be loaded, who permitting one 
half the citizens thus to trample on the rights of the otner, transforms 
those into despots, and these into enemies, destroys the morals of the 
One part, and the amor patriae of the othen For « the slave can have 
a country in this world, it mu^t be any other in prefewnce'to that in 
which he is born to live and labor for another: iri which he must lock 
up the faculties of his nature, contribute as far as depends on hts indi- 
vidual endeavors to the evanishment of the human race, or entail his 
own miserable condition on the endless generations proceeding ifrom 
him. With the morals of the people, their industry also is destroyed. 
For in a warm climate no man will labor for himself who can make 
anottier labor for him. This is so true, thnt of the proprietors of slavey 
a very small proportion indeed are ever seen to labor. And can ths 
liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their 
only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these 
liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but 
with his wrath ? Uideed, I tremble for my countty when I reflect that 
God is justf that his justice cannot sleep for ever; that considering 
numbers, nature, and natural means only, a revolution of the whed 
of fortune, an exchange of situation, is amon^ possible events t^that it 
may become probable by supernatural inter^rence I The Almighty 
has ito attribute which can take side wkh as in such a contest , 

What an incomprehensible machine is man ! Who can endure toil, 
famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication of hia . 
own liberty, and the next moment be dttaf to aU those motives whoss 
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Eower supported hin through his trial, and inflict on his fellow men n 
onda;5e, one hour of which is fraught with more misery than ages of 
that which he rose in rebellion to oppose. But we must wait with 
patiencer the working of an overruling i'rovidence, and hope that that 
18 preparing the dehverence of these oat suffering brethren. When 
the measure of their tears shall be full — when their tears shall have 
involved heaven itself in darkness — doubtless a God of justice will 
iiwaken to their distress, and by diffusing a light and liberality among 
their oppressors, or at length by his exterminating thunder manifest 
his attention to things of this world, and that they are not left to the 
guidance of blind fatality. 

I am very sensible of the nonor you propose to me, of becoming a 
member of the society for the abolition of the slave-trade. You know 
that nobody wishes more ardently to see an abolition, not only of the 
trade but of the condition of slavery ; and certainly nobbdy will be 
more willing to encounter every sacrifice for that object. But the 
influence and information of the friends to this pr6p^?sUion in France 
will be far above the need of my association^ — Letter to M. WarviUef 
Paris, February, 1788. * ^ j 

Dear Sir, — Your favor of July 31st was duly received, and was 
read with peculiar pleasure.* The sentimenta breathed through the 
whole, do honor to both the head and heart of the writer. Mine, on 
the «ubject of the slavery of negroes, have long since been in possession 
the public, and time has only served to give them stronger root 
The lovd of justice and the love of country plead equally the cause of 
these people ; and it is a moral reproach to us that they should have 
pleaded it so long in vain, and should have produced not a single 
effort,— nay, I fear, not much serious willingness to relieve them and 
ourselves from our present condition of moral and political reprobation. 

It is an encouraging observation, that no good measure was ever 
proposed which, if duly pursued, failed to prevail in the end. W e 
nave proof of tliis in the history of the endeavors in the British Parlia- 
ment to suppress that very trade which brought this evil on us. And 



doing." That your success may be as speedy and complete, as it will 
be honorable and immortal consolation to yourself, I shall as fervently 
mid sincerely pray as I assure you of my great friendship and respect. 
-—Letter to Edioard Coie, Esq., August 25, 1814. 



PREAMBLE TO THE PENNSYLVANIA ACT, 



We conc.?ive that it is our duty, and we rejoice that it is in our 
power- to ext( nd a portion of that freedom to others which has been 
extended to us, and relieve from tijat state of thraldoiii, to which we 
ourselves were tyrannically doomed, and from which we have now 
every prospect of being delivered. It is not for us to inqfaire why, in 
in the creation of mankmd, the inhabitants of the different parts ot the 
eartli were distinguished by a difference of features and complexion. 
It is sufficient to know, that all are the work of au Almighty hand. 



you will be supported 




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 



25 



We find in the distribution of the human species, that the most fertile, 
as well aa the most barren parts of the earth aie inhabited by men of 
difTercnt complexions from ours, and from each other ; from whence, 
we may reasonably, as well as religiously infer, that He, who- placed 
them in their various situations, hath extended equahy his care and 
protection to all, and that it becometh not us to counteract liis mc^cies. 
We esteem it a peculiar blessing, granted to us, that we are this day 
enabled to add one more step to universal civilization, by removing, as 
much aa possible, the sorrows of those who have lii^ed in undeserved 
bondage, and from which, by the assumed authority of the kings of 
Great Britain, no eflectual Jegal relief could be obtained. Weaned by 
a icng course of experience from those narrow prejudices and partiali- 
ties we had imbibed, we find our hearts enlarged with kindness and 
benevolence towards men of all conditions and nations^ and we con- 
ceive oiirselves, at this particular period, extraordinarily called upon 
by the blessing which we have received, to manifest the sincerity of 
oiir professions, and to ^ve a substantial proof of our gratitude. 

And whereas, the condition of those persons who have heretofore 
been '*.Ciiominated negro and mulatto slaves, has been attended with 
circumstances which not only deprived them of tlie common blessing 
they were by nature entitled to, but has cast them into the deepest 
afHiCtions, by an unnatural separation and sale of husband and wife 
from each other, and from their children ; an injury, the greatness of 
which, can only be conceived by supposing that we were in the same 
unhappy case. In justice, t^ierefore, to persona so unhappily circum- 
stanced, and who, having no prospect before them, wherein they may 
rest their sorrows and their hopes, have no reasonable inducement to 
render the service to society which they otherwise might, and also, in 
grateful commemoration of our own happy deliverance from that state 
of unconditional submission, to which we were doomed by the tyranny 
of Britain. Be it enacted, That no child hereafter born shall be a 
slave, &C. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Ubi Libertas, ibi Patbia 

Where lAbertyf dwells^ theie is my cowntry. 

Two Other societies were also established in Philadelphia about 
this period, founded on the 'principles of the most refiusd humanity ; 
cne "/or alleviating the miseries of public prisons,''* and the other, "fm 
promoting the abolition of slavery, the relief of free negroes nnlawfulli 
held in bondage, and the improvement of the condition of the African 
race J* — Of each of these. Dr. Franklin was president He had as 
^early as the year 1772^ strongly expressed his abhorrence of the traffic sn 
slaves, as appears by his letter of the 22d August, in that year, to Mr. 
Anthony Bcnezef, inserted in the first part of his Private Correspondence. 

According to SStuber's account. Dr. Franklin's name, as president 
of the Abolition Society, was signed to the memorial presented to the 
House of Representatives of the United States, on the 12th of Feb- 
ruary, 1789, praying them to exert the full extent of power vested in 
3 
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them by the Constitution, in discouraging the traffic of the human 
apecies. This was his last pubhc act. — Memoira btj Wiru TempU 
Franldin. 

To the Senate and House of Represmtalivts of the Uiiiled Slates : 

From a persuasion tliat equal liberty was originally the portion, and 
is still the birthright of all men, and influenced by the st'rong lies of 
humanity and the prihciplesof their institution, your memorialists con- 
ceive themscives bound to use all justifiable endeavors to loofcn tlie 
bands of slavery, and promote a general enjoyment of the blessings of 
freedom. Under these impressions, they earnestly entreat your serious 
attention to the subject of slavery ; that you will be pleased to counte- 
nance the restoration of liberty to those unhappy men, who alone in 
this land of freedom, are degraded into perpetual bonda«;;e, and who 
amidst the general joy of surrounding freemen, are groanmg in servile 
subjiictioa— that ynu will devise means for removing this inconsistency 
from the character of the American people^ — that you will promote 
mercy and justice toward tins distressed race — and th^t you will step 
to the very verge of the power vested in you for discouiv.ging every 
species of traffic in tlie persons of our fellow men. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLI^^, Premhnt. 
Fhiladelphia, Feb. 3, mo. [Federal Gazette, mb:\ 

■'- BENJAMIN RUSH. 

The [crueij master's wealth cannot niake him happy.— The sufier- 
ings of a single hour in the world of misery, for which he is ]>reparing 
himself will over balance all the pleasures he ever enjoyed in this life — 
and for every act of unnecessary severity he inflicts cn his slaves, he 
shall suffer tenfold in the world to come. 

His unkind behaviour is, upon record against him. The gentle 
spirits in heaven, whose happiness consists in expressions of gratitude 
and love, will fiave no fellowship with him. His sou! \nmt be melted 
with pity, or he can never escape the punishment which awaits tlie 
liard-hcarted, equally with the impenitent, in the regions of misery. — • 
Paradise of JS'egro Slaves. 

About the year 1775, 1 read a short essay with which I was much 
pleased, in one of Bradford's papers, against the slavery of the Africans 
m our country, and which, I was informed, was written by Thomas 
Paine. This excited my curiosity to be *l)etter acquainted with him. 
%Vu met soon afterwards at Mr. Aitkens' bookstore, where I did 
homage to his principles and his pen on the subject of the enslaved 
Afi-i^ans. Hetold me it was the first piece he had ever pubUshed here. — 
1 possess one of his letters written tomefroin France upon the subject 
o(' the aboiiton of the slave-trade. — Letter to Cheetham, July 17, 1809. 

ANTHONY BENEZET. 

I can with truth and sincerity declare, that I have found amongst 
the negroes as great variety of talents, as among a like number of 
winles ; and I am bold to assert, that the notion entertained by some 
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that the Wacks are inferior in their capacities, is a vulgar prejudice 
founded on the pride or ignorance of their lordly mcstcrs, who have 
kept their slaves at such a distance as to be unable to form a right 
judgment of them. 

PATRICK HENRY. 

Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price 
of chains and slavery ? Forbid it, Almighty Qod ! — I know not what 
course others may take ; but as for me, give me liberty, or give mo 
death! 

Hanover, Jixnwary 18, 1773. 

Dear Sir, — I take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of 
Anthony Bcnezet's book against the slave-trade : I thank you for it. 
It is not a little surprising, that the professors of Christianity, whose 
chief excellence consists m softening the human heart ; in cherishing 
and improving its finer feelings, should encourage a practice so totally 
repugnant to the first impressions of right and wrong. What adds to 
the wonder is, that this abomi/nable practice has been introduced in 
the most enlightened ages. Times, that seem to have pretensions to 
boast of high improvements in the arts and sciences, and refined 
morality, have brought into general use, and guarded by many laws, 
a species of violence and tyranny, which our more rude and barbar- 
ous, but more honest ancestors, detested. Is it not amazing, that at 
a time, when the rights of humanity are defined and understood with 
precision, in a country, above all others, fond^ of liberty, that in sue'A 
an age, and in such a country, we find then professing a religion the 
most hunjane, mild, gentle and generous, adopting a principle as re- 
pugnant to humanity, as it is inconsistent with the Bible, and destruc- 
tive to liberty? Every thinking; honest man rejects it in speculation 
how few in practice from conscientious motives ! 

Would any one believe that I am master of slaves, of my own pur- 
chase ! I am drawn along by the general inconvenience of living here 
without them. I w»'' not,"! cannot justify it However culpable my 
conduct, I will so far pay my devoir to virtue, as to own tne excel- 
lence and rectitude of her precepts, and lament my want of confonnity 
to them. 

/ believe a time will come, when an opportunity wUl be offered to abolish, 
this lamentable evil. Every thing we can do is to improve it, if it 
happens in our day ; if not, let us transmit to our descendants, 
together with our slaves, a pity for their unhappy lot, and our abhor- 
rence for slavery. If we cannot reduce this wished for reformation 
to practice, let us treat tho unhappy victims with lenit\. It is the 
furthermost advance we can make towards justice, it is a debt we owe 
to the purity of our religion, to show that it is at variance with that 
law, which warrants slavery. I know not where to stop. I could 
say many thing^s on the subject; a serious view of which gives a 
gloomy perspective to future times ! — Letter to Robert Pleasants, 

I repeat it again, that it would rejoice my very soul that every one 
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cf my feilow beings was emancipated. As we ought with gratitude 
to admire that decree of heaven, which has numbered us among the 
free, we ought to lament and deplore the necessity of holding oar 
fellow men m bondage. — Debate in Virginia Convention. 

JAMES MONROE. 

We have found that this evil has preyed upon the very vitals of the 
Union ; and has been prejudicial to all the states in which it hoM 
existed. — Speech in the Virginia Convention. 

JOHN J A v. 

The state of New York is rarely out of my mind or heart, and I 
am often disposed to write much respecting its affairs ; but I have so 
little information as to its present political .objects and operations, tliat 
I am afraid to attempt it. — An excellent kiw might be made out of the 
Pennsylvania one, for the gradual aboliuon of slavery. Till America 
comes into this measure, her prayers to heaven will be impious. This 
is a strong expression but it is just. Were I in your legislature, I 
would present a bill for the purpose with great care, and I would never 
cease moving it till it became a law, or T ceased to be a member. I 
believe God governs the worldi-And I believe it to be a maxim in his 
as in our court, that those who ask for equity ought to do it. — Letter 
from Spain, 178(1. 

Our society has been favored vith your letter of the first of May 
last, and we are happy that efforts so honorable to your nation are 
making in your country to promote the cause of justice and humanity 
relative to the Africans. That they who know the value of liberty, and 
are blessed with the enjoyment of it, ought not to subject others to 
slavery, is like most other moral precepts, more ^neraliy admitted in* 
theory than observed in practice. This will continue to be too much 
the case while men are impelled to action by their passions rather 
than by their reason, and while they are more solicitous to acquire 
wealth than to do as they would be done by. Hence it is that India 
and Africa experience unmerited oppression from nations who have 
been long distinguished by their attachment to tkeir civil and religious 
liberties, but who have expended not much less blood and treasure in 
violating the rights of others than in defending their ovt n. The United 
*Statea are far from being irreproachable in this respect. It undoubt< 
sdly is very inconsistent with their declarations on the subject of 
human rights, to permit a singie slave to be found within their juris- 
dictiovi ; and we confess the justice of your strictures on that head. — 
Letter to an English Molitum Society from the Mammision Society of 
JV*eio York. 

JOEL BARLOW. 

Nor shall I stndn 
' The powers of pathos in a task so vain. 

As Afric's wrongs to'sing, for wliat avails 
To harp for you these known familiar tales ; 
To tongne mute misery, and re-rack the soul 
With crimes oft copied from that bloody scroll, 
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Where slavery pens her woes, tho' 'tis but then 
We leani the weight tliat mortal life can bear. 
The tale might startle still the accustom'd ear, 
Still shake tho nerve that pumps the pearly tear 
Melt every heart and tlitough the nation gain 
Full many a voice to break the barbarous chain^ 
But why to sympathy for guidance fly, 
(Hei aid 's uncertain and of scant supply,) 
When your own self-excited sense affords 
A guide more sure, and every sense accords ! 
Where strong self-interest join'd with duty lies, 
Where doing ri«ht demands no sacrifice. 
Where profit, pleasure, life expanding fame 
League their allurements io support the claim. 
'Tis safest there the impleaded cause to trust, 
Men well instructed will be always just. 

Tyrants are never free, and small and great, 
All masters must be tyrants soon or late ; 
So Nature works, and oft the lordling khare 
Turns out at once a tyrant and a slave. 
Struts, cringes, bullies, begs, as courtiers must. 
Makes one a God, another treads in dust. 
Fears all alike, and filches whom he can, 
But knows no equal, finds no friend in man. 

Ah, would you not be slaves with lords arvd kings* 
Then be not masters, there the danger springs. 

Equality of riglit is Nature's plan. 
And following nature is the march of man. — 
Enslave her tribes ! What, half mankind emban, 
Then read, expound, enforce the rights of man ! 
Prove plain and clear, how Nature's hand of old, 
Cast all men equal in her human mould ! 
Their fibres, feelings, reasoning powers the same, 
Like wants await them, like desires inflame ; 
Write, speak, avenge, for ancient sufferings feel, 
Impale each tyrant on their pens of steel. 
Declare how freemen can a world create, 
And slaves and masters ruin every state.— TAe Columbiad. 

SAMUEL ADAMS. 

" His principles on the subject of human rights, carried him far 
beyond the narrow limits which many loud asserters of thdr own liberty 
have prescribed to themselves, to the recognition of this right in every 
human being. One day the wife of Mr. Adams returning homes, 
informed her husband that a friend had made her a present of a female 
slave. Mr. Adams replied in a firm decided manner, ' She may come 
but not as a slave, for aMave cannot live in my house; if thf. ctmAn. she, 
must corns /rce.* She came, and took up her free abode with the family 
of this great champion of American hberty, and there she continued 
free and there she Mei free." — Rev. Mr. AUen^ Uxbridge, Mass, 

KOSCIUSKd; , 

General KosctusTco, hyUa will, placpd in t^b hands of Mr. Jefferson 
a sum exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be laid out in the purchase 
of young female slaves, who were to be educated and emancipated. 
The laws of Vir^aia presented the will of Koscitis^co from bdng 
earned uito effect— ^urwra, 1820. \ 
3* 
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HORATIO GATES. 

A few days ago, passed through this town, the Hon. General Gates 
and lady, on their way to take possession of their new and elegant 
seat on the banks of the East river. The general, previous to leaving 
Virginia, summoned his numerous iamily and slaves about hirn, and 
amidst their tears of affection and gratitude, gave thera their freedom ; 
and what is still better, made provision that their liberty should be a 
blessing to them. — BaUitnore paper, Sept. 8, 1790, 

WILLIAM PINKNEY. 

Sir, — Iniquitous, and most dishonorable to Maryland, is that dreary 
system of partial bondage, which her laws have hitherto supported with 
a solicitude worthy of a better object, and her citizens by their practice 
countenanced. 

Founded in a disgraceful traffic, to which the parent country lent 
her fostering aid, from motives of interest, but which even she would 
have disdained to encourage^ hafi England been the destined mart of 
such inhuman merchandise, its continuance is as shameful as its origin. 

Wherefore should we confine the edge of censure to our ancestors, 
or those from whom they purchased? Are not we E(iUALLT guilty! 
They strewed around the seeds of slavery — we cherish and sustain the 
growth. They introduced the system — we enlarge, invigorate, and 
confirm it 

That the dangerous consequences of this system of bondage have 
not as yet been felt, does not prove they never will be. At least the 
experiment has not been sufficiently made to preclude speculation and 
conjecture. To me, sir, nothing for which I nave not tlie evidence of 
my senses is more clear, than that it will one day destroy that rever- 
ence for liberty, which is the vital principle of a republic. 

While a majority of your citizeris are accustoujed to rule with the 
authority of despots, within particular hmits; while your youth are 
reared in the habit of thinking that the great rights of human nature 
are not so sacred but they may with innocence be trampled on, can it 
be expected that the public mind should glow with that generous ardor 
in the cause of freedom, which can alone save a government like ours 
from the lurkinw demon of usurpation? Do you not dread the con- 
tamination of principle ? 

The example of Rome shows that slaves are the proper, natural 
implements of usurpation, and therefore a serious and alarming evil in 
every free community. With much to hope for by a chdnge, and 
nothing to lose, they have no fears of consequences. Despoiled of 
their rights by the acts of government and its citizens, they have no 
checks of pity, or of conscience, but are stimulated by the desire of 
revenge, to spread wide the horrors of desolation, and to subvert the 
foundation of that liberty of which they have never participated, and 
which they have only been permitted to envy in others. 

But where slaves are manumitted by government, or in consequence 
of its provisions, the same motives which have attached them to tyrants, 
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when the act of emancipation has flowed from them, would then attach 
them to government. They are then no longer the creatures ol" despo- 
tism. They are bound by gratitude, as well as hy interest, to seek 
tlie 'velfare of that country from which they have derived tlie restoration 
of their plundered rights, and with whose prosperity their own is in- 
separably involved. All apostacy from these principles, wliicli form the 
good citizen, would, under such circumstances, be next to impossible. — 
Speech, in the Maryland House of Delegates, 1789. 

WARNER MIFFLIN. 

In a pamphlet, entitled " Observations on the Amencan Rn-olidion,^* 
published by order of Congress, in 1779, the following sentiments are 
declared to the world, viz : 

"The great principle (of government) is and ever will remain in 
force, that men are by nature free; a.s accountable to him that made 
fcljem, they must be so; and so long as we have any idea of divine 
justice, we must associate that of human Ireedom. Whether men 
can part with their liberty, is among the questions which have exercised 
the ablest writers ; but it is concluded on all hands, that the right to be 
free can never be alienated — stiU less is it practicable for one generation 
to mortgage the privileges of another." 

Htiinane petitions have been presented to excite in congress benevo- 
lent feelings for the sufferings of our fellow-citizens under cruel bondage 
to the Turks and Algerines, and that the national power and influence 
might be exerted for their relief ; " 'th this virtuous application I unite, 
but lament that any of my country inen, who are distini;uished aa men 
eminently qualiHed for public stations, should be so enslaved by iUiberal 
prejudice as to treat with contempt a like solicitude for another class 
of men still more grievously oppressed. 

I profess freely and am willing my profession was known over the 
world, that I feel the calls of humanity as strong towards an African 
in America, as an American in Algiers, both being Juy brefhren; 
especially as I am inforuKHl the Algerine treats his slave with more 
humanity; and I believe the sin of oppression on the part of the 
American is greatest in the sight of the Father of the family of mankind. 

WARNER MIFFLIN. 

Kent County, Delaware, 2d of 1st mo. 1793. 

WILLIAM EATON. * 

[The Tunisians bad cantured nine hundred and twenty Sardinian 
davea, of whom General Tvaton thus makes mention;] 

"Many have died of grief, and the others linger out a life less 
tolerable than death. Alas— remorse seizes my whole soul when I 
Fefiect, that this is indeed but a copy of the very barbarity which my 
eyes have seen in my own native country. And yet we boast of liberty 
and national justice. How frequently in the southern stuten of my 
own country, have I seen weeping mothers leading the guiltless infant 
to the sales with as deep anguish as if they led them to the slaughter j 
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tund yet felt my bosom tranquil in the view of these af^^ressions oh 
deiencyless humanity. But when I see the same enormities practised 
upon beings whose complexions and blqod claim kindred with my own, 
I curse the perpetrators, and weep over the wretched victims of their 
rapacity. Indeed, truth and justice demand from me the confession, 
that the Christian slaves among the barbarians of Africa, are treated 
witli more hmr.anity than the African slaves among professing Chris- 
tians of civilized America ; and yet here sensibility bleeds at every pore 
for the wretches whom fate has doomed to slavery." — Letter to his wife* 

WILLIAM RAY. 

Are you republicans ?~away ! 
'Tis blasphemy the word to say. 
You taik of fretidoiii : Out for shame 5 
Your lips contaminate tlie !>ame. 
How dare you prate of pul)lic good, 
Your hands besmear'd with human blood t 
How dare you lift those hands to heav'n 
And ask or hope tc be forgiven ? 
How dare you breathe the wounded air, 
Tiiat wafts to heaven the negro's prayer! 
How dare you tread the conscious earth, 
Tliat gave mankind an e^ual birth? 
And wliilo you tims inilict the rod, 
How dare you say there is a God 
That will, in justice, from the skies, 
Hear and avenge iiis creature's cries ? 
" Slaves to be sold," hark, what a sound! 
Ye give America a wound, 
A scar, a stigma of disgrace, 
Which, you nor litne can e'er efface, 
And prove, of nations yet unborn, 
The curse, the hatred, and the scorn ! 

The Horrors of Slavery, or Tars of Tripah 

CAPTAIN RILEY, 

Strange as it may seem to the philanthropist, my free and proud- 
jpirited countrymen still hold a nullion and a half of human beings 
in the most ciuel bonds of slavery; who are kept at hard labor, and 
smarting under the lash of inhuman mercenary drivers; in many 
instances enilnring the miseries of hunger, thirst, imprisonment, cold, 
nak(;dness, and even tortures. This is no picture of the imagination. 
For the honor of human nature, I wish likenesses were rio where to be 
found! I myself have witnessed such scenes in difierent parts ot my 
own country ; and the bare recollection of them now chills my blood 
with horror. — Riley's J^arralive. 

%*By referring to Otis's Bolta, Vol. I. Book, 3d page, 105, U 
will be seen that the first blood spilled in Boston, Massachusettg, 
for American Indeoendence, waa that of a man of colour. 



THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 



33 



DE WITT CLINTON. 

PATRIA CARA, CARIOK LIBERTAS. 
Dear is my CoyNTRV, Liberty is Dearer, 

Was the motto of the arms of De Wilt Clinton, inscribed gene, 
rally in front of the works of his extensive library. 

As early as 1797, in the New-York Legislature, lie devoted his at- 
teniion to the gradual abolition of Slavery. 

In the Senate of New-York, 1809-11, he introduced laws to pre- 
vent kidnaj)ping^, or the farther introduction of slaves, and to pun- 
ish those who should treat tliein inhumanly. 

As Governor of the State of Nev/.York, in his speech to the Lc- 
gisiaturcj Jan. 4, XS20^ while on the subject of filling the vacancy 
in the United States Senate, he says, alluding to the Missouri ques. 
tion : 

" Nor can I conceal on this occasion, the deep anxiety which I 
feel on a subject now under the consideration of the General Govern, 
ment ; and which is unfortunately calculated to produce geographi- 
cal distinctions. Highly important as it is to allay feelings so inaus- 
picious, yet I consider the interdiction of the extension of slavery, 
a paramount consideration. Sloraliy and politically speaking. Sla- 
very is an evil of the first magnitude ; and whatever may be the con- 
sequences, it is our duty to prohibit its progress in all cases where 
such prohibition is allowed by the Constitution. No evil can result 
from its inhibition, more pernicious than its toleration ; and I ear- 
nestly recommend the expression of your sense on this occasion, as 
equally due to the character of the State and the prosperity of the 
empire." 



JAMES MADISON. 

The United Sfn'es having been the first to abolish, within the ex- 
te!i! of their authority, the transportation of the natives of Africa 
into slavery, by prohibiting the introduction of slaves, and by pun- 
ishing their citizens participating in the traffic, cannot but be grali- 
fied by the progress made by concurrent efforts of other nations to- 
ward a general suppression of so great an evil. They must feel at 
the same time, the greater solicitude to give the llillest efficacy to 
their own regulations. With that view, the interposition of Con- 
gress appears to be required by the violations and evasions which, 
it is suggested, are chargeable on unworthy citizens, who mingle in 
the slave trade undex foreign flags, and with foreign ports ; and by 
collusive importations of slaves into the United States, through ad- 
joining ports and territories. I present the subject to Congress, with 
a full assurance of their disposition to apply all the remedy which 
can be afforded by an amendment of the law. The regulations 
which were intended to guard against abuses of a kindred character 
in the trade between the several states, ought also to be more effect- 
ual for their humane object. — Message to Congress, Dec, 3, 1816. 
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JAMES MONROE. 

(t is the cause of serious regret, that no arrangement has yeft 
XH»<n finally concluded between the two govern rnentSj to secure, by 
jbint co-operation, the suppression of the nlave trade. It was the 
object of the British government, in the early stages of the ncgotia 
tion, to adopt the plan for the suppression, which should include the 
concession of the mutual right of search by the ships of war of each 
party, o^ the vessels of the other, for suspected offenders. This 
was objected to by this government, on the principle that as the 
right of search was a right of .war of a belligerant towards a 
neutral power, it might have an ill effect to extend it by treaty, 
to an olFcnce that had been made comparatively mild, to a time of 
peace. Anxious, however, for the suppression of this trade, it was 
th )ught advisable, in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
R ^prcfcnlatives, founded on an act of Congress, to propose to the 
British govjrnment an expedient which should be free from that ob- 
jcction. and more effectual for the object, by making it piratical. In 
\hdX mode, the enormity of the crime would place the offenders out 
of the protection' of their government, and involve no question of 
search, or other question, between the parties, touching their respective 
rights. It was believed, also, that it would completely suppress the 
t » le in the vessels of both the parties, and by their respective citi- 
zens and subjects, in those of other powers with y/hom, it was ho- 
ped, tliat the odium which would thereby be attached to it, would 
produce a corresponding arrangement, and by means thereof, its entire 
extirpation forever. A convention to this effect was concluded and 
signed in London, on the thirteenth day of March, one thousand, 
eight hundred, and twenty-four, by plenipotentiaries duly authorized 
by both governments, to the ratification of which certain obstacles 
have arisen^ which are not yet entirely removed. The difference be- 
tvveen the parties still remaining has been reduced to a point not of 
sufficient magnitude, as is presumed, to be permitted to defeat an ob- 
ject so near to the heart of both nations, and so desirable to the 
friends of humanity throughout the world. — [Message to Congress, 
Dec. 7, 1824. 

I have no hesitation to declare it as my opinion, that the Indian 
title was not affected in the slightest circumstance by the compact 
with Georgia, and that there is no obligation on the United States to 
remove the Indians by force. The express stipulation of the com. 

Sact3 that their title should be extinguished at the expense of tlie 
fnited States, when it may be done peacebly and on reasonable con- 
ditions, is a full proof that it was th(! clear and distinct understand- 
inff of both parties to it, that the Indians had a right to the territory, 
in the disposal of which they were to be regareded a3 free agents.— 
&j^tcial Messa^, April 1, 1824. 
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SAMUEL. L. MITCHELL 

By the wise ]>o]icy of our [New- York] legislature, the shackles 
of feudal bondage have been knocked off, and our citizens, who feel 
nothing of vas.salage or servitude, act with the spirit of freemen, — 
The abrogation of the laws of entails and of primogeniture, has had 
the most happy effect in rendering easy the division and alienation 
of real proj)erly, whereby the natural right of every man to a ccr- 
taiii i)art of the earth's surface, which, in former times, had been 
violently and unjustly wrested from the greatest part of those who 
had advanced much above barbaric rudeness, is restored, and with it 
that niedioci ity of condition which hears with honest indignation the 
" mcinslrous faith of mavy made for one" The allodial and socage 
tenures of our lands, by giving free scope to purchasers, and undi- 
vided })rofit to cultivators, have paved the way to more virtue and 
}iai)piness, than all the mines of Peru and Mexico ever have affordcjd. 

Upon calculations and estimates fairly made, it ap))ears that th.e 
profits ofplantaiions must be enormous to support a slave cultivation. 
The income of a vice, an indigo, , a sugar or a tobacco estate, lias 
been great enough in the newly cultivated lands of some of the 
Southern States and West India Islands, to admit of this mode of 
nianagcnu'iit. But at prebcnt the profits seem not so prodigious as 
they have heretofore been. Tlie dearness of West India sugars, the 
prohibition of new importations of slaves in some places, and the 
introduct ion of the plough inst'^ad of the hoc, all indicate the decline 
of slavery, and all prove it to be less and less the true interest of the 
])lanters to conduct their business in the old way. Where the pro- 
duce of a farm is bread — corn, flax, hemp, glass, and live stock, the 
profits are niodeiate, and the labor of free men is generally prefer- 
red, as most consistent with good economy : accordingly, in the 
northern states, slavery is entirely abolished. It appears from the 
great depreciation and frequent manumissions of slaves in this state, 
that our fellow citizens are becoming convinced of the same truth 
by exi')eri(^nce. Ui>on taking a survey of the slave-holders with whom 
I am a(;.quainted, I tind those who liave the greatest numbers to be 
men of considerable hereditary eslatea in land, or of a handsome ca. 
pilal acquired by marriage or bequest, but I cannot name an instance 
of a man of small property ever getting rich upon the profits of 
slaveJabor. Therefore the kitchen establishments of those who keep 
fifteen or twenty negroes, arc not to be considered as matters of re- 
venue, but of expense, just after the manner of a stud of supernu- 
rrierary horses, kept either to indulge the pride or gratify the preju- 
dice of their owner, It is to a conviction of the impolicy and ex- 
peiwiveness of thie kind of service, rather than to any rrioral or re- 
ligious consideration on the subject, that the decline of slavery is 
principally to be attributed. — Oration before the New.Yotk State 
Agricultural Society, Jan. 10. 1792. 
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

In one of your gazettes, I find an association against the slavery 
of negroes, which seems to be worded in such a way as to give no of- 
fence to the moderate men in iht jouthern stales. As I have evej- been 
partial to my brethren of that color, 1 wish, if you are in the socie- 
ty, you would move, in your own namci for my being admitted on 
the list." — Letter to Hamilton^ from La Fayette. 

This association, emanating from one previously formed in Pliila. 
delphia, was composed of individuals, of whom the most active were 
members of the society of Friends. At its second mealing Jay was 
cho.sen president, and a committee raised, of which Hamilton was 
cliairman, to devise a system for effecting its objects, 

jBelieving that the influence of such an example would be auspici- 
ous, he proposed a resolution that every niember of the society should 
manumit his own slaves. 

He never owned a slave ; but on the contrary, having learned that 
a domestic whom he had hired was about to be sold by her master, he 
immediately purchased her freedom.— by John C. Hamilton. 



NATHANIEL CHIPMAN. 

Notwithstanding the antiquity of Slavery, and confirmed as it is, 
and has been, by the civil institutions of so many countries, we can. 
not hesitate to say, it is supported by no right, no principle, acknow. 
ledged by the laws of Nature ; that it is inconsistent with all natural 
right ;— the right of personal liberty, of personal security, and of 
private property, — all are violated or rather annihilated in the person 
of the slave. Not only does it violate rights and prineij)les allowed 
natural, but it fails in that safe and sure test of every law of Nature, 
and of all civil institutions as founded in those laws, its tendency to 
promote the general interest and happiness of the society where it 
prevails, as well as of n)ankind in general. Its general tendency 
is, in every just view, direetly the reverse. — so generally is tlm now 
understood, that to attempt the proof, would be as tedious as it is un- 
neccxssary. 

Still there is an important distinction between this and other kinds 
of property. The right of the master in the slave is truly a mere 
civil and not a natural right. The right of the owner in the common, 
as we may say, natural subjects of property is a natural right and is 
every where respected and supported by the laws of Nature as well as 
of society. The right of the master ceases the moment he passes 
with his slave into a country or slate, where there is no law or cus- 
ioni to support it; or unless, as in the United States, there is some 
provision to protect his property in the slave accompanying hi«n. So 
a slave escaping: into such a state becomes free, unies.s a provision 
have been made, enabling the master to reclaim him. But if a slave 
owner remove with his slave into a stale to reside where there is no 
law to protect his right, it incases at once, and the slave becomes ipeo 
facto free; because the laws of that state protect all men alike in their 
natural rights.— Pnnci/)Ze* of Governmevt. 
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Patrick Henry. — Another thing will contribute to brinjsi general 
emancipation about. Slavery is detested. — We feel its fatal etfects. 
We deplore it with all the pity of huinanity. I repeat it again, that it 
would rejoice my v«ry soul that every one of my fellow facings was 
emancipated. As we ought with gratitude to admire the decree of 
Heaven, which Ijas nuuibered vii among the free, we ought to 
lament and deplore the necessity of holding our fellow-men in 
bondage. 

DANIEL D. TOMKINS. 

To devise the means {or tlie gradual and ultimate extermination 
frim amongst us of slavery, that reproach of a free people, is a work 
worthy the representatives of a p{jlii?ned and enlightened nation. 

Allow me here to observe, that the law which authorizes the trans- 
portation of slaves convicted of otifnccs, is very generally considered 
impolitic and unjust. Impolitic, because it cherishes inducements in 
the master, to whom alone these unfortunate creatures can look for 
frien'i.:;iip and protection, to aggravate, to lenipt, or to entrap the slave 
into an error — to operate upon his ignorance or his fears, to confess a 
charge, or to withhold from him the means ol omploymg counsel for 
dfjence, or of establishing a reputation which is frequently the only 
shield against a criminal allegation. This inducement will he pecu- 
liarly strong, vvhere the slave is of that description, the sale of which 
is prohibited ; for a conviction wijl enable the master to evade that 
restriction, and to make a lucrative disposition of what might other- 
wise be a burthen to him. It is unjust, because transportation is added 
to thi full sentence which may be pronounced upon otiiers. To inflict 
less punishment for the crimes of those who haVe always breathed the 
air o^freedom, who have been benefited by polished society, and by 
literary, moral, and relioioiis instruction and example, than to the pas- 
sions and frailities of the poor, untutored, unrefined, and unfortunate 
victidis of slavery, is a palpable inversion of a precept of- our blessed 
Redeemer. The servant "that knew not, and did commit things 
worhty of stripes, shall be beaten witli few stripes; for unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall be much required." — Speech to J\/'ew 
York Legislature f Jan. S, 1812. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

[On December^ 18, ISH, Genual Jacks ok erf in ihe French 
language the following.] 

Address to the Free People of Color. 

Soldiers ! When on the banks of the Mobile, I called you to take 
up arms, inviting you to. partake the perils and glory of your white 
fellow-citizens, I expected much from you ; for I was not ifjnorant 
that you possessed qualities most formidable to an invading eneniy. 
I knew with what fortitude you could endure hunger and thirst, and 
all the fatigues of a campaign. I knew well how you loved your 
native country, and that you had, as well as ourselves, to defend 
what man holds most dear — bis parents, relations, wife, children, and 
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property. You have done more than I expected. In addition :o th? 
previous qualities I before knew you to possess, I found, moreover, 
among you a noble enthi'^siasm, which leads to the peiforraance of 
great thmgs. 

Soldiers } The President of the United States shall hear how 
praiseworthy was your conduct in the hoier of dangei, and the Repre- 
sentativfeg of the American people will, I doubt not, give you the 
praise your exploits entitle you to. Your general anticipates tliem in 
applauding your nObie ardor. 

The enemy approaches; fiis vessels cover our lakes: bur brave 
citizens are utiited, and all contention has ceased among them. Their 
only dispute is who shall win the prize of valor or who the most glory, 
its noblest reward. 

By Older. ■ 

THOMAS BUTLER, Mdrdt>camp, 

JOSEPH STORY. 

The President of the United "States, is also authorized tO' employ 
our armed vessels and revenue cotters to cruise on the seas for the 
pFurpose of arresting all vessels and persons engaged in this trafBc in 
violation of our laws; and bounties as well as a moiety of the cap- 
tured property are given to thocaptorS to stimulate them in the dis- 
charge of their duty. 

Under these circumstances^ it mi^htwell be supposed that the slave- 
trade would in practice, be extinguished — that virtuous men would by 
their abhorrence, stay its polluted march, and wicked men would be 
overawed by its potent punishment. But unfortunately the case is far 
otherwise. We have bnt t<?t> many melanchol" proofs from unqties- 
tionablfi sources, that its-^ sitill iiajried on with ail the implacably fero- 
city and insatiable rapacity of former times. Avarice has grown more 
subtle in its evasion ; and watches and seizes its prey with an appetite 
quickened, Itither than suppressed, by its gailty Vigils. American 
citizens* are steeped up to their very mouths (1 scarcely use too bold a 
fiijurc) in this streani of iniquity. They throng the coast of Africa 
under the stained flags of Spairf and Portugal, sometimes selling 
abroad ** their cargoes of despair,'/ end sometimes bringing them into 
some of our southern ports, and there under the forma of the law de- 
feating the purposes of the law itself, and legalizing their inhuman but 
profifable adventures. I wish I could say that New England and 
New England men were free from this deep pollution. But there is 
some reason, to believe, that they who drive a loathsome traffic, "and 
buy the muscles and the bones of men," are !o be found here also. It is 
to be hoped the number is small ; but our cheeks may we!P burn with 
sharnfi while a solitary case is permitted to go wipunished.— Fmn 
Jnd're Story a Chrtrge to the Grmid Jury of thi U- S. CircuH Coitrt, in 
PoAsmouth, JV. H.i May Term, 1820. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 
If there be, within the extent of ©ur knowledge and influence, any 
participation in this traffic in slaves, let us pledgie ourselves upon tho 



N. Y. LEGISLATURE W. WIRT J. RANJ>OL?H. 39 

Rock of PlyrtmUhy to extirpate and destroy it It is not fit that tho 
land of the pilgrirais should bear the shame longer. Let that spot be 
purified, or let it be set aside from the Christian world ; let it be put 
out of the circle of human sympathies and hunvin regards ; and let 
civilized men henceforth have no communion with it 

I invoke those who fill the seats of justice, and all who minister at 
her altar, that they exercise the wholesome and necessary severity of 
the law. I invoke the ministers of our religion, tLat ihey proclaim ita 
denunciation of those crimes, and add its solemn sanction to tho 
authority of human laws. If the pulpit be silent, whenever or wher- 
ever there may be a sinner, bloody wiui this guilt, witbia the hearmg 
of its voice, the pulpit is false to its trust 

NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 

On the 20th day of January, 1820, the following preamble and re- 
solutions Were taken up in the senate (having passed the house )of the 
New- York Lc^slature, and unanimously passed. [Mr. Van Buren, 
who was then m the senate of that state, voted in favor of them.] 

Whereas, the inhibiting the further extension cf slavery in the 
United States, is a subject of deep concern to the people cf this state : 
and wherejBLs, we consider slavery aid an evil much to be deplored, and 
that every constitutional barrier should be interposed to prevent its 
further extension J and the constitution of the United States clearly 
fflves congress the right to require hew states, not comprised within 
the original boundary of the United States, to make the prohibition of 
slavery a condition of their admission into the Union : Therefore, 

Resolved, (if the honorable senate concur therein) That our senators 
be instructed, and our members of congress be requested, to oppose 
the admission as a state into the Union, of any territory not comprised 
as aforesaid, without making the prohibition of slavery therein an in- 
dispensable condition of admission. 

WILLIAM WIRT. 

Slavery was contrary to the laws of nature and of nations and that 
the law of South Carolina, coacerning seizing colored seamen, was 
unconstitutional. ♦ ♦ * ♦ Last and lowest, a /ectdufn of beings 
called overseers — the most abject, degraded, unprincipled race — 
always cap in hand to the' dons who employ them, ftnd furnishing 
materials for their pride, insolence, and love of dominion. — Lift of 
Patrick Henry. 

JOHN RANDOLPH. 

• Dissipation, as well as pmer or prosperit;^ hardens the heart, biit 
. avarice deudeis it ta every feeling, but tne thirst for rtches. Avarice . 
alone could have produced the slave-trade. Avarice alone can drive, | 
as it does drive, this infernal traffic, and the wretched victims, like so 
many posihorses, whipped to death in a mail coach. Ambition hai 
its cover-sluts, in the prid^ pomp, and drcutnstance of glorious war ; 
but where are the trophies of avarice ? The handcufi^ the manaclei 
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and the blood-stained cowhide ! What man is worse received iii society 
for being a hard master 7 Who denies the hand of a sister or daughter 
to such monsters ?■ — nay, they have even appealed in " the labused 
shape of the vih st of women." I say nothing of India or Amboyna — 
of Coi tez, or Pizarro. — Soittheni Literary Messenger. 

[in March, iSIfi, John Rando%h submitted the following resolution 
to the House of Representatives:] "Resolved, That a committee be 
appointed, to Infiuire into the existence of an taAiwiaj} and illegal 
traffic of slaves, carried on in ^md through the District of Columbia, 
and to report whether any, and what measures are necessary for put^ 
ling a stop to the same." 

" Virginia is so impoverished by the system of slavery, that tlie 
tables will sooner or later be turned, and me elaves will advertise for 
runaway masters." 

" Sir, I neither^ envy the hi^fafl nor the heart of that man from the 
North, who rises here to de^sud. slavery upon principle.*'— J?c6u Are of 
Edward Everett, in Congress^ iliJ20. 

" 3. I have upwards of two- thousand pounds sterling in the hands 
of Baring, Brothers & Co., of London, and upwards oi one thousand 
pounds of like money in the hands of Gowan and Marx ; this money 
I leave to my executor, Wm. Leigh, as a fund for carrying into execu- 
tion my will respecting my slaves." 

" I give to my slaves their freedom, to which my conscience tells me 
thoy are .j istly entitled. It has a long time been a, matter of tho deepest 
regret to me, that the circumstances under whici^'i inherited them, and 
the obstacles thrown in the way by the laws of the land, have prevented 
my emancipating them in my lifetime, wliich it is iny full intention to 
do in case I can accoriiplish it" 

The codicil goes on to make provision for His servants John and 
wife, and for Juba and his wife, and another woman ; — "And t 
herehy request (says he) the" General Assembly (the only request that 
I ever preferred to them,) to let the above named and such other of my 
old and faithful slaves as desire it, to remain in Virginia; recommend- 
ing them each and all to the care of my said executor, who I know is 
too wise, just and humane to send them to Liberia, or any other place 
in Africa or the West Indies." — Cod. Jan. 1826. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON RANDOLPH. 

I agree wiUi gentlemen m the nstessity of arming the state for 
internal defence. I will unite with them in any effort to restore con- 
fidence to the public mind, and to conduce to the sertse of the safety 
of our wives, and our children. Yet sir, 1 must ask, upon whom ie 
to fall the burden of this defence? not upon the lordly masters of their 
hundred slaves, who will never turn out except to xetire with their 
families when danger threatens. No, sir; it is lo iall upon the less 
weaithy class of our eUizens; chiefly upon the mn-slaveholdcr. I have 
known patrols turned out where there was not a slavehoider among /ftem, 
and this is the practice the country. I have slept in times of alarm 
quietly in bed, witho*.t having a thought of care, while these indi* 
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viduals, owning none of this property themselves, were patrolling 
under a compulsory process, for 'a pittance of seventy-five cents per 
twelve hours, the very curtilage of my house, tsnd guarding that pro- 
perty, which was alike dangerous to tliem and myself. Aner aU, this 
IS bat an expedient As this population becomes more numerous, it 
becomes less productive. Your guard must be increased, until finaliy 
its profits will not pay fo? the expense of its subjection. Slavery has 
the effect of lessening the fr^ population of a country. 

The gentlemen has spoken of the increase of the female slaves 
being a part of the proht ; it is admitted ; but no great evil can be 
averted, no good attained, wfthout some inconvenience. It may be 
questio.fted, how far it is desirable to foster an<i encourage this branch 
of profit It is a practice, and an increasing practice in parts of Vir- 
ginia, to rear slaves for market How can an honorable mind; a patriot, 
and a lover of his country, bear to see this ancient dominior, rendered 
illustriouiii by the noble devotion and patriotism of her sons in the 
cause of liberty, converted in one grand menagerie, where men are to 
be reared for the market, like oxen for the shambles. Is it better, is it 
not worse, than the slave-trade ; that trade which enlisted tlie labor 
of the good and wise of every creed, and every clime, to abolish it ? 
The trader receives the slave, a stranger in language, aspect and man- 
ner, from the merchant v/ho has brought hini from the wterior. The 
ties of father, mother, husband and child, have all been rent in twain ; 
before ho receives him, his soul has become callous^. But here, sir, 
individuals, whom ♦he master has known from infancy, whom he has 
seen sporting in the innocent gambols of childhood, who have been 
accustomed to look to him for protection, he tears from the mother's 
arras, and sells into a strange country, atnong strange people, subject 
t«i jruel taskmasters. 

H.8 has attempted to justify slavery here, because -.t exists in Africa, 
and has stated that it exists all oyer the worUL Upon the same prin- 
ciple, he could justify Mahometism, with its plurality of wives, petty 
wars for plunder, robbery and murder, or any other of the abominations 
and en(>''mities of savage tribes. Does slavery exist in any part of 
civilized Europe? No sir, in no part of it — Speuh in the Virginia 
Legislature. - 

GOVERNOR RANDOLPa 

The deplorable ertat of onr antjestors in copying a civil institutiim 
fix>ra savage Africa, has affixed upon their posterity a depressing bur- 
den, which nothino but the extraordinary benefits eonferretl by our 
happy; cljmate, could have enabled us to support We have been &r 
outstripped by stateSj to whom nature has been far less bountiful. It 
is painful to consider what might have been, under other circunjstances, 
tte amount of general wealth in Virginia, or the whole: sum of com- 
fortable st^sis^^nce and hanniness possessed by her inhabitanttr-* 
Jlddras toihe LegUlattm oj V%rsf,niai in 1880. 
4* 
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WILLIAM YATES. 

By the freehold qualification now affixed to the right of voting by 
colored cilizcus of the state of Ncw-York, a large number of the 
people of the state, who, from 1777, when the old constitution was 
formed, for forty-five years had enjoyed the right of voting, on the 
same terms as white citizens, were disfranchised^ The odious prin. 
ciple of making discriminations among men, on the ground of color, 
was established ; andi by engrafting i> into the fundamental Jaw of 
the state, a monument yf injustice has been reared, which will take 
years to demolissh; 

The convention of 1821, contained as large a number of men of 
tlie first order of mind and attainments, as any similar body ever as- 
sembled in the United States. And it is a trait worthy of notice, in 
the members of that assembly, that the most respectable, the purest 
and best, were found on the side of the colored people. It would be 
invidious, perhaps, to discriminate among the living, though we 
could point to such men as a Chancellor Kent, a Jay, and Van Rens« 
selaer. But in regard to the dead, many of the worthiest and ablest 
in that body arc now of that number. And of these are Jonas Piatt, 
and Wm. W. Van Ness, both, when living. Justices of the Supreme 
Court, Ruf'us King, long a senator of the United States, and Abra- 
ham Van Vechten, in life the well known patriarch of the New- York 
Bar, all of whom, and others who might be named, advo^cated the 
rights of the people of color. The first vote was 63 to 59 for pre- 
serving their rights. — Rights of Colored Men. 

NATHAN SANFORD. 

Here there is, but one estate — the people.. And, to ine, the only 
qualification seems to be, their virtue and morality. If they may tie 
safely trusted to vote for one class of rulers, why not for all ? The 
principle of the scheme now presented, is, that those who bear the 
burdens of the state shall choose th<we that rule it ; and we wish to 
carry it ahnost as far as our male population. It is the scheme which 
has been proposed by a majority of the committee, and they think it 
safe and beneficial. 

PETEK A. JAY. 
It was not expected that this right of suiFrage Tvas in any instance 
to be restricted, much leas was it anticipated, or desired^ that a sin- 
gle person was to be disfranchised. Why, sir, are these men to be 
e3;c]uded from rights which they possess in comaion with their eoun. 
trymen ? What crime have they coraraifted ;^or which they ai-e to 
be punislied ? : Why are they, who were born as free as ourselves, 
natives of the same countryv and deriving from nature and our po- 
litical institutions the same rights and privileges which we have, now 
to be deprived of all those rights, and doomed to remain for ever as 
aliens among us ? We are told, in reply, that other i^tates have 
us the example. It is true that other states treat this race of men 
with cruelty and injustice, and that we have hitherto manifested to* 
warde them a disposition to be just and iiiberal. Yet even in Vir* 
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ginia and North Ca4'oIi?)a, free people of color arc permitted to vote, 
and if I am correctly informed, exercise that priviliige. In Perm, 
sjlvftnia, tliey are much more numerous than lliey are h§ie, and 
there they are not disfranchised, [altered iii 1833,] nor has any incon- 
venience been felt from extending to all men the rights which ought 
to bs comrnoa to all. 

ROBERT CLARKE. 

Free people of color are included in the number which regulates 
jour representation in congress, and I wish to know how freemen 
can be represented when they are deprived of the privilege of voting 
for representatives. The constitution says, ** representatives and di- 
rect-taxes shall be apportioned among the different siatets, according 
to the in habitants thereof, including all free persons," &c. All colors 
and complexions are here included. It is not free " white" persons. 
No sir, our ve^nerable fathers entertained too strong a sense of jiisiice 
to countenance such an odious' distinction. Now, sir, taking this in 
connexion with the declaration of independence, I think you cannot 
exclude them without being guilty of a palpable violation of every 
principle of justiiJc. We a?c usurping to ourselves a power whicli we 
do not possess and by so doing, deprive them of a privilege to which 
they are, and always have been, justly entitled— an invaluable right 
— a right in which we have pjided ourselves as constituiing our su. 
periority over every ^thcr people on earth — a right which liicy have 
enjoyed ever since the fort»ation of our govonmient— -the right of suf. 
frage. And wiiy do we do this? Instead of visiting the iniquities of 
these people upon them and their children, we arc visiting their mis* 
I fortunes upon them and their posterity unto the lalc&t generation. 

In this very house, th&fall of 1814, a bill passed, receiving the 
appvbbation of al! the blanches of your government, authorizing the 
« governor to accept the jf ^fvices of a corps of 2000 free peopie of color. 
Sir, thevSd were tiroes wiiich tried men's souls. In these times it was 
no sporting nfiatter to bear anns. These Wer.e times when a man who 
shouldered his iftusket^ did liot know but he bared his bosoin to re* 
ceive a death wound from the enemy ere he laid it aside; and in these 
times, these people were found as ready and a« willing to volunteer 
in your service as* any other. They were not compelfed to go, they 
were not drafted. No, your pride had placed them beyond your com. 
pulsory power. But there was no Jiecessity for its exercise; they 
were volunteers ; yes sir, volunteers to defend from the inroads and 
ravages of a rutJdessand vindictive foe, thkt very country which had 
treated them with insult, degradation, and slavery. Volunteers are 
the best of soldiers ; give me the men, whatever be their complexion- 
that willingly volunteer, and not those who are compelled to lura 
out; such men do not fight froni necessity, nor from mercenary mo* 
tives, but from priaciple. Sucli man formed the most eflSeient corpa 
for your country's defence in. the jale war^ and of such consisted tho 
^reVva i>t your squadrons on Erie and Champlain, who largely con. 
tributeti to the safety and peace of your country, and the renown of 
her arms. -Yet, strange to tell, such are the men whom you seek to 
degrade and oppress 
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JAMES KENT. 

Ther^w;ig much difficulty in the practical operation of the princi- 
ple involved in the use of the word white. What shall be the crite* 
rion in deciding upon the different sfiades of colon The Hindoo and 
Chinese are called yellow — the Indian red— shall these be excluded, 
should they come and reside among us ? Great efforts were now 
making in the christian world to enlighten and improve their condi- 
tion, and he thought iLiiiiexpedient to erect a barrier thai should ex- 
clude them for ever from the enjoyment of this important right. 

He was disposed, however, to annex such qualifications and con- 
ditions as should prevent them from coming in bodies from other 
states to vote at elections. 

Slavery existed in this state at the time of the revolution, and yet 
it was not recognized in the constitution. There was no such thing 
known in the constitution of the non-slave-holding states, with the 
exception of Connecticut, as a denial to the blacks of those electpral 
privileges that were enjoyed by the whites. In Europe, tlie distinc- 
tion of color was unknown. The judges of England said, even so 
long ago as the reign of Queen EHzabeth, that the air of England was 
too pure for a slave to breathe^ir. The same law prevails in Scot- 
land, Holland, France, and most of the other kingdoms of Europe. 

ABRAHAM VAN VECHTEN. 

We are precluded from denying their citizenship, by our uniform 
recogiiitiop for more than forty years — nay some of theifi were citi- 
zens w^.en this state came into political existence — partook in our 
struggle for freedom and independence, and were incorporated into 
the body politic at its creation. As to their degradation, that had 
been produced by the injustice of white men, and it doss not be 
come those who have acted so unjustly towards them, to urge the j, 
result of that injustice as a reaSon for perpetuating their degradation 
Tlie period has elapsed when they were considered and treated as 
the lawful property ojf their masters. Our legislature has duly re. 
cognised their ?iualienable right to freedom as rational and acc^»unta- 
ble bcinp. This recognition, and the provision made by law {or the 
gradual melioration of their condition, by necessary implication^ ad- 
rait their title to the native and acquired rights of citizenship. 

Do pur prejudices against their color destroy their rights as citi- 
zens ? Whence do those prejudices proceed ? Are they founded m 
impartial reason, or in the benevolent principkvi of our holy religion ? 
Nay, are they indulged in cases where the services of men of color 
are desirable ? Do we not daily see thdm working side by side with 
white citizens on our fmms, and on our pufelic highways ? Is it more 
derogatory to a white citixen to stand by the side of a citizen of color 
in tlie ranks of the militia, than in repairijEig a highway, or in labor- 
ing on a farm? Again^ are not people of color permitted to par- 
ticipate in our most solemn religious exercises— to sit down with us 
at the same table to commemorate the dying love of th^ Saviour 
of sinners ? This will not be denied by any one who has been in 
the habit of attending those exercises, and those religious solemni* 
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tics. And what is the conclusion to which this fact directs us ? h 
it not that people of color are our fellow candidates for^iminorlalily, 
and that the same path of future happiness is appointed for them and 
us— and that in the final judgment the artificial distinction of color 
will not be regarded ? How then can that distinction justify us in 
taking from them any of the common rights whioh every other free 
citizen enjv>ys ? 

There is another, and to my mind, an insuperable objection to the 
exclusion of free citizens of color froiu t'ne right of suflragc, arising 
from the provision in the constitution of the United States, th\t 
the citizens of each state shall be entitled all privileges and immu- 
nities of citizens in the several states." Ihe effect of this provision 
is, to secure to the citizens of the other states, when they come to 
reside here, equal privileges and immunities with our native citizen 4. 
Suppose, then, that a fre^; citizen of color should remove from the 
state of Connecticut into this state, could we deny him. the right of 
suffrage when he obtained the legal qualification of an elector ? Is 
not the, constitution of the United Slates paramount to ours on the 
subject ? 

It was expected by a considerable portion of the people of this 
state, that tlje right of suffrage would be extended, but he had not 
heard that it was expected or desired (except by some of the citizens 
of New- York,) that any of thia present electors of this state should 
be disfranchise^]. He should, therefore, vote for striking out the 
word white in the amendment before the committee, in order to re- 
serve inviolate the present constitutional rights of the eleclom. 

JONAS PLATT. 

Our republican text is, that all men are born equal, in civil and 
political rights ; and, if this freehold proviso be ingrafted into our con- 
stitution, the practical commentary will be, that a portion of our 
fice citizens ghaii not enjoy equal rights wj^h their fellow citi. 
zens. All freemen, of African parentage, are to be constitutionally 
degraded : no matter how virtuous or intelligent. Test the principle, 
sir, by another example. Suppose the proposition weve, to make a 
discrimination, so as to exclude the descendants of GSerman, or Low 
Dutch, or Irish ancestors ; would not every man be shocked at the 
horrid injustice of the principle ? It is In vain to disguise the fact, 
we shall violate a sacred principle, without any necessity, if we re- 
tain this discrimination. We say to this unfortunate race of men, 
purchase a freehold estate of ^250 value, and you shall then be equal 
to the white mai>, who parades one day in the inilitia, or performs a 
day's work on the highway. Sir, it is adding mockery to injustice. 
We know that, with rare exceptions, they have not the means of 
purchasing a freehold ; vmd it would be unworthy of this grave con- 
vention to do, indirectly, an act of injustice^ whicli we are lui wil- 
ling openly to avow. The real object ia, to excluHe the optJr>;:ss(;d 
and degraded sons of Africa ; and, in my hunlble judgment, it Wcstikl 
better comport with the dignity of this convention to speak out, and 
to pronounce the sentence of perpetual degradation on negroes ajad 
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thcHr posterity for ever, than to establish a test, which wc know they 
cannot comply with, and which wc do not require of oliiers. 

But, sir, we owe to that innocent and unfortunate race of men, 
much more than mere emancipation. We owe to thcni our patient 
and persevering excrtbns, to elevate their condition and character, 
by means of moral and religious instruction. As a republican states- 
man. I protest against the principle of inequality contained in this 
proviso. As a man and a father, who expects justice for himself 
and his children, in this world ; and as a cliristian, who hopes for 
mercy in the world to corne ; I can not, I dare not, consent to this 
unjust proscription. 

DAVID BUEL, Jun. 

There are, in my judgment, many circumstances which will for 
ever preserve the people of this state from the vices and degradation 
of a European population. The provisions made for the establish- 
ment of common schools, will in a few years extend the benefit of 
education to all our citizens. The universal diffusion of information 
will forever distinguish our population from that of Europe. Virtue 
and intelligence are the true basis on which every republican govern- 
ment must rest ; where these are lost, freedom will no longer exists 
The diffusion , of education is the only sure means of establishing 
these pillars of freedom. I feel no apprehension for myself or my 
posterity, in confining the right of suffrage to the great mass of such 
a population. The farmers of this country will always out-number 
all other portions of oili'^Qpulation. 

And I refer to the general reasoning adopted by the v^'riters of the 
Federalist, to demonstj ate the wisdom of the provisions ih our na- 
tional constitution, in regard to the qualifications of electors and 
elected. Those illustrious statesmen have most satisfactorily shown 
it to be a prominent feature in the constitution of the United S^j^tes, 
and one of its greatest excellencies, that orders and classes of* a^ca 
would not, and ought not, as such, to be represented ; that every 
citizen, qualified by his talents and virtues, should be eligible to a 
seat in either branch of the national legislature, without regard to 
hia occupation or class in society. And it was predicted and expected 
that men of every cl^^ss and profession, would find their way to the 
legislature of the union. The framers of the constitutioa placed their 
confidence in the virtue and intelligence of the great mass of the 
Anjerican people. It was their triumphant boast to have formed a 
government without recognizing or creating any odious distinctions, 
or giving any particular preference to any particulai; class or order 
of men.—Debates in the New-York Convention, 185l. 

HEZEKIAH NILES. 

It is expressly provided (Art. iv. Sec. 2,) by the constitution of the 
United States, »^ that the citjz(>ns of each state shall be entitled to all 
the privile|e« and imniunities bf citizens in the several states." This 
is a very eimple, plain, and imperative sentence. Free blacks and 
mulattoes are citi7,ens in all the states, I be'ieve, east of the Dela- 
ware, as well as in the states northwest of the river Ohio, and they 
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cannot be dispossessed of the right to locate themselves where they 
please. 

The constitution of the United States equalizes the privileges of 
the citizens of the states, without respect to color, or the countries 
from whence they may be derived. This principle must he main- 
tained. The few free blacks and mulattoes in the United Stales arc 
not to be considered.— -It is the disfranchisement of citizens who are 
citizens, and cannot be di&franchiseii. Shall we open the door to 
what may become the foulest proscriptions ? — Niles Register, 1820. 

Dealing in slavce has become a large business; establishments are 
made in several places in Maryland and Virginia^ at which thoy are 
sold like callle ; these places of deposite are strongly built and well 
supplied with thumb-screws and gags, and ornamentBd with cow-skins 
and other whips often times bloody. — Vol. 35. 



MYRON HOLLEY. 

_ It has become fashionable with many, of late, to degrade the word 
political into a signification narrow, sordid, grovelling, selfish, and 
personal. This is because those, who have chiefly contrqlled politi- 
cal action, liavc betrayed it to services charactixed by these epithets. 
It should have, and may have, a much higher meaning ; and must 
he practically- rr^iored to its best significance, or the memory of our 
fathers and the hopes of their children will perish. 

Principlfs do not take effect without agency. In this life, men 
have, at least for a time, power to set them up, and power to cast 
them down. Under neglect, they become useleiss. Local interest 
and personal ambition, often unite to set them aside. Hence the 
maxim, that, liie price of liberty is eternal vjgilanoe. This priae we 
have not jiaid. We have been devoted to less valuable engasrcments. 
The consequence is, our liberties are greatly in)paired. Tiie first 
step, towards their reparation j»nd confirmation, is a thorough survey 
of the foundation on which thi^y rest. This foundation is composed 
of the doctrines of '76. — Rochester Freeman. 



JOHN C. SPENCER. 

The very insertion of tho clause (1st, Art. l?a Sect. 9.) showed 
that without it the power of Congresii would ha,ve been complete and 
unlimited ; and the restriction of the power being confined to the 
states tken existing, demonstrated that the power of congress over 
new states was perfect and uncontrolled. He was happy to be asble 
to quote higher authorities for this conHHruclioh, In tlie debate in 
the Pennsylvania Convention, which will oe found ij^, 4th Hail's 
American Law Journal, the venerable Judge Wilson had given a lu- 
cid and satisfactory explanation of this clause : he declares that it is 
intended to re;;lrict the power of Congress over the old stales until 
1808 ; that after that period tlie migration and importation of slaves 
could be prohibited altogether, and that in the meanwhile no new 
state would be admitted without prohibiting the introduction of slavery 
He states the clause to have been the result of compromise between 
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the north and th& south, and he congratulates his colleagues on har 
ing obtained so much. Authority more decided can hardly be ox- 
peeled, especially when it is recollected tliat it is a coatemporaneoua 
exposition of the intention of the framers of the constitution, being 
made in the year 1787, by one of tiie most distinguished in that baud 
of illustrious statesmen. In addition to this, vve have the teslimouy 
of the venerable patriot, John Jay, in a letter lately made public, 
which is equally explicit. Arid thaiexahed statesmen (Rufus King,) 
whom we have lately, with unexauipled imauimify, elected to llie 
senate of the United States, has not only given evidence the most 
clear and decisive to the same point, but has presented a mass of in- 
valuable facts, which show that there could have been no other inten- 
tion in the minds of the framers of the constitution, than that whicli 
has been sscrsbed to lliem. If, then, the plain and obvious meaning 
of the words themselves repaired tlie sanction of authority, we have 
it from men wiio were actors hj the scene, and who were intimately 
acquainted with men and the events of the day. 

Sliall it (the south-western territory,) be doomed to the foul stain 
of slavery, or shall it be the abode of freedom and independence? 
It was pnrcliased by the common fund of the nation, to which the 
state of Nevv-Yoj-k has contributed more than J^IOO.ODO.OOO. Shall 
we and our children be excluded from its common and equal enjoy- 
ment ' T/mt this will be the inevitable effect of allowing slavery 
there, is easily shown. r - 

Those who have bad any acquaintance with the slave-holding states, 
know perfectly well that there exists among them but two classes of 
society, the very wealthy and respectable, and the poor, servile and 
degraded ; that in them, the most useful portion of our citizens which 
we call the middle class is unknown j labor being conSncil to the 
blacks, shares in the contempt and degradation of those who perform 
it, and the consequence is that personal labor is despised — the imme- 
diate effect is that a white man must either be the ovt' ner of slaves, or 
must become degraded to their level, or below it Such is the uni- 
form and constant etfect in those states where a large portion of the 
population consists of slaves. If, therefore, slavery be admitted into 
this portion of the union, it will be a virtual exclusion of tlie northern 
emigrant, . The state of Illinois and the territory of Missouri, con. 
trastcd only by the one rejecting slavery and the other practically ad- 
mitirsg it, ofFored a practical proof of the correctness of these remarks. 
Would it not then be unjust in Congress to pass any law which, by 
its operation would exclude the northern inhabitants from the coinnton 
and equal enjoyment of a property purchased by a common fund ? 

I go further than the gentleman from D-jlaware, (Erastus Root,) 
on this subject. He says that the adoption of the Deo'aration of In- 
dependence in this state constitution, renders slavery unconstitutional. 
I contend that the tirst act of our nation, being a solemn recognition 
of the liberty and equality of all men, and that the rights of hfe, 
liberty ?iad the pursuit of happiness were inalienable, was the corner 
stone of our confederacy, and is above all constitutions, and all laws. 
— Speech in New^York Legislature, 1820. 
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As a more laborer, the slave feels that he toils for his master, and 
not for himself; that the laws do not recognise his capacity to acquire 
and hold property, which depends altocrether upon the pleasure of his 
proprietor, and tliat all the fruits of his exertions are reaped by others, 
ile knows tliat, wh'-jhcr sick or well, in times of scarcity or abun- 
dance, his tr.aster is bennd to provide for him by the all-powerful influ- 
ence of self-interest. He is generally, therefore, indiflorent to the 
adverse or prosperous fortunes of his master, being contented if he can 
escape his disfilt asure or chastisement, by a careless and slovenly 
pcrforniance of his duties. 

I'hat labor is best, ia which the laborer knows that he will derive 
the proiita of his industry, and his employment depends upon his dili- 
gence, and his reward upon his assiduity. He then has every motive 
to excite hun to exei tioti, and to animate him in perseverance. He 
knows that if he is treated badly, he can exchange his employer for 
one who will better estimate his service ; and that whatever he earns 
is his, to be distributed by himself as he pleases, among his wife and 
ctiildren, and friends, or enjoyed by himself. In a wonl, he feels that 
he is a free a2;ent, with rights, and privileges, and sensibilities. 

Wherever the option exists to employ, at an equal hire, free or slave 
labor, tiie former will be decidedly preferred, for the reasons already 
assigned. It is more capable, more diligent, more faithful, and in 
every respect more vvorihy of confidence. 

It i.s bt lieved that nowhere in the fai-ming portion of the United 
States wuuld slave labor be generally employed, if the proprietor were 
not teinpti fi to rai!?c slaves by t.he high price of the southern market, 
which k<'ep.-= it up in his own. 

[Speaking ot" an attempt more than thirty-five years ago, to adopt 
gradual (MnuncLpafiuti in Kentucky, Mr. Clay says :] 

We v.fere ov r[Knvered by numbers, arrd submitted to the decision 
of the ;jir.;ori!y with the grace which the minority, in a repubhc, should 
ever yiehi to such a decision. I have neverthefess never ceased, and 
never sliall cease, ro regret a decision, the effects of which have been, 
to place us in the rear of our neighbors, wlu) are exempt from slavery, in 
the state of iigriculture, the progress of manufactures, the advance of 
improvement, and the general prosperity of society. — Mdress before the 
Colonizalmi Society . 

JOHN aUINCY ADAMS. 

Not three days since, Mr. Clayton, of Georgia, railed that species 
of population (viz. slaves) the machinery of Ihe South. Now that 
iTiSchinery had twenty odd reprrsentatives* in that hall,, — not elected 
by the niaci.inery, but by those who owned it. And if he should go 
back to the hisfoi y of this <:,overninent from its foundation, it \vouId be 
easy to prove that its dccisiosis had been affected, in gi neral by less 

I* There arc now twe-r.tv-3ve odd representatives— that is, lepresentativet 
of slaves. J 
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majorities than that. Nay, he might go further, and insist that that 
very representation had ever been, in fact, the mling power of this 
government. 

The history of the Union has afforded a continual proof that this 
representation of property, which they enjoy, as wt ll in the election 
of President and Vice President of the United States, as upon the 
floor of the House of Representatives, ha.i sa- iied to the slaveholding 
states the entire control of the national poiu'v, and, almost without 
exception, the possession of ths4j!ghest executive office of the Union. 
Always united in the purpose of resulating the afiairs of the whole 
Union by the standard of the slaveholding interest, their disproportion- 
ate numbers in the electoral colleges huve enabled them, in ten out of 
twelve quadriennial elections, to confer the Chief Magistracy upon one 
of their own citizens. Their suffrages at every election, withou ex- 
ception, have been almost exclupivcly confinfd to a candidate of their " 
own caste. — Speech in Congress^ Feb, 4, 1833. 

GENERAL DUFF GREEN. 

We are of those who believe the South has nothing to fear from a 
servile war. We do not believe that the abolitionists intend, nor 
could they, if they would, excite the slaves to insurrection. The dan- 
ger of this is remote. We believe that we have nioet to fear fiom 
the organized action upon the consciences and fcar« of slaveholders 
thetiiselves ; from the insinuations of their dangerous hr resit s into our 
schools, our._pulpits, and our domestic circles. It is only by alarming 
the consciences of the weak and feeble, and diffusing among our own 
people a morbid sensibility on the question of slavery, that the aboli- 
tionists can accomplish their obir3ct. Preparatory to this, ihey ore now 
laboring to saturate the non-slaveholding states with t!ie belief that 
slavery!? a sin against God; that the "national compact" involves 
the non-shivelioldeis in that sin ; and that it is th< ir duty to toil and 
suflt r, that our country may be delivered from what they hnn ita 
blackest stain, its foulest reproach, its deadliest curse. — Sowi/jmi 
Revieio. 

JOSEPH RITNER. 

Last, but worst of all, came the base bowing of the knee to the dark 
spirit of slavery. 

For the preservation of this last and most cherished article of our 
national political creed, the sacrifice of which has not yet been com- 
pleted, it is our duty to make all possible effort 

To ascertain what have been, nay, what are the doctrines of the 
people of this state, on the subject of domestic slavery, reference need 
only be made to the statute book and journals of the legislature. They 
will be found imprinted in letters of light upon almost every pase^ In 
1, Smith's Laws, 493, is found an *'act for the gradual abolition of 
slavery in Pennsylvania," with a preamble which should be printed 
in letters of gold. This is the first act of the kind passed in any part 
of the Union, and was nobly put forth to the world, in the year' 1780, 
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in the midst of the struggle for national freedom. This just doctrine 
was, through a long course of years, adhered to and perfected, till 
slavery ceased in our state. And finally, in 1827, the following open 
avowal of the state doctrine, was prefaced to the act " to prevent cer- 
tain abuses of the laws relative to fugitives from labor." The traffic 
in slaves, now abhorred by all the civilized world, ought not in the 
slightest degree to be tolerated in the state of Pennsylvania." — Pam- 
phlet Laws, page 485. 

Not only has Pennsylvania thus expelled the evil from her own bor 
ders, hut she has on all proper occasions, endeavored to guard her 
younger sisters from the pollution. On the 1 9th of December, 18!9, 
the following language ^vas unanimously made use of by the legisla- 
ture, and appi oved of by the governor, on the (question of admitting 
new states into the Union, with the right of holding slaves. 

" That the senators and representatives of this .state, in the congress 
of the United States, be, and they are*hereby requested to vote against 
the admission of any territory as a state into the Union, unless the 
further introduction of slavery or invofuntary sen'itude, except for the 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed, shall be prohibited, and all children bom within the said terri- 
tory after its admission into the Union as a state, shall be fi tie, but 
may be held to service until the age of twenty-five years." 

The preamble to this resolution, too long to be cited at large, is 
worthy ofall consideration at the present juncture. 

On the much discussed question of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, there never has been any thing like hesitation. On the 23d of 
January, 1819, the legislature passed a resolution instructing our 
representatives in congress to advocate the passage of a law for its 
abolition ; and the voice of public opinion, as expressed through the 
prtss, at meetings, and in petitions, has been unchanging on the 
suhjoct. 

Th>>ise tenets, thpn, viz : opposition to slavery at home, v/hich, by 
the blessing of Providence, has been rendered effectual ; opposition 
to the admission into the Unron of new slaveholding states ; and 
opposition to slavery in the District of Columbia, the very hearth and 
domostic abode of the national honor — have ever been, and are the 
cherished doctrines of our state. Let us fellow-citizens, stand by and 
maintain them unshrinkingly and fearlessly. While we admit and 
scrupulously respect the constitutional rights of other states, on this 
momentous subject, let fls not, either by fear or interest, be driven from 
aught of that spirit of independersce and veneration for freedom, which 
has ever characterized our commonwealth. 

Above all, ^et us never yield up the right of free discussion of any 
evil which may arise in the land Or any part of it ; convinced that the 
moment we do so, the bond of union is broken. For the union being 
a voluntary compact to continue together for certain specified purjwses, 
the instant one portion of it succeeds in imposing terms, and dictating 
conditions upon another, not found in the contract, the relatipn between 
tliem changes, and that which was union becomes subjection. — Mes^ 
•age to P&insyltania Legislature, 1836. 



52 



THE LJi< -Uti:T OF LIBERTY. 



CHARLES SIMMONS. 

If no more than one in ten of the 1,244.000 slaves who are sup. 
posed to " merchantable" should be crushed annually under the 
horrid system, and be cut off from no more than ten years upon an 
average, and if we suppose this time to be worth no moie than 25 
cents each woricinjj day, or 78 dollars a year, it amounts to a pecu- 
niary loss of over .^97,000,000 annually. But il is qujle posaible that 
this estiuiale of one in ten is too iow by half; for we can scarcely 
conceive any thing more crushing to both body and mind, than 
slavery, with its shocking cruelties. 

62,200 recruits, at ^600 each, ^37,320,000 

41,46b overseers, cost $400 each, 16.586,400 

By 124,400 premature deaths, , 97,032,000 

Oilier expenses, 16, 5^*6,400 

^167,594,800 

The impoverishing, evil tendency and cfFecivS of slavery i,re to be 
seen in the wide spread bankruptcy, ^1 he diminished value of estates, 
the worn out plantations, the prostration of the currencies, the mise- 
rable state of society, and other evils which are now severely expe- 
rienced in slave stales, and others, according to the nature and ex- 
tent of their governn;ental and commercial connections with them. 
It is said the slave «lates of this union are now indebted to the peo 
pie of the state of New- York alone, about $100,000,000-~a large 
majority of which will probably remain forever unpaid. Verily ' the 
robbery of the wicked shall destroy them.' Should any think the 
above estimate of the impoverishing tendency and elTecis of slavery 
exaggerated, I ask them to read over Mr. Preston's speech, delivered 
a few years since at Baltimore, on his return from Iiis northern tour, 
in which he contrasted the stale of the north with the south. I ask 
them to east an eye to tlie present contrast betweerr New-York and 
Viiginia — or Ohio and Kentucky. 

Thus it appears, that without calculating the congressional ex- 
penses occasioned by slavery—Its baneful intiuence upon the morals 
and manners of the nation— the loss of the time of slaves while in 
jail, or in recovering from horrid scourgings, and without reckoning 
the gain on estates by emancipation, we have an annual loss by means 
of slavery, of over ^167,000,000. — Annual dBat of Slavery. 

CHARLES RIPLEY 

By his last will and testament, he emancipated all his slaves. Tlie 
number is variously estimated at, from two buijdred and fifty to up- 
wards of four hundred ! !,. It ip imderstood, that all of them, who 
have attained the age of tweuty-eight years, are to be free immediate^ 
ly — such au? are oyer forty-five, to have some provision made for thjjir 
support, out of his estate. Those of the younger class are to be free, 
the males at twenty-eight years of age, and ,the females at twenty, 
five. 

Taking all thino^s into view, we consider it one of the most praise. 
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worthy deeds tha* we can recollect, of the kind, in the annals of out 
country. Gen. Ridgcly has long been known as a very influential 
character in Maryland. For several years, he acted as governor of 
the statQ ; and few men have taken upon themselves a greater sharo 
of the burthen of public business than he has done. 

He was often heard to express his uneasiness at the circumstance 
of keeping so n)any of his fcllpw-creatures in unlimited and heredi. 
tary bondage ; and, we have good grounds to suppose that it was a 
eense of rdigious, as well as moral and political duty, that prompted 
him to the; performance of this just, humane, and pious deed." — O. 
U. E. Aug. 1829. 



JOHN BLACK. 

Surely the virriter must deserve wgll of slave-holders, who has en. 
deavored to wipe off their reproach, and reconcile slavery with Chris- 
tianity. But if he has actually succeeded, wjll not the Bible be the 
loser V Will not deists triumph f Sensible deists and bible defenders 
have heretofore agreed on some first principles. That there is such 
a thing as moral justice— that there is such a thing ias virtue, and 
that there is an eternal and irreconcilable difference betv/een mora! 
right and wrong. That whatever subverts or destroys thcb^ j/rinci- 

Sles cannot be a revelation from God. I confess, much as I love the 
tible, and if 1 know my own heart, 1 love it, my faith in its being 
the revealed will of God,, would be sorely shaken if I believed that it 
approved of slavery, tyranny, despotism, or the destruction of tho 
rights of man. Certain I am, that in language clear as noon day, 
it condemns ail these. 



THEODORE SEDGWICK. 

I have ever thought the protestations of the southern people against 
a free discussion orthe subject of slavery, as beirig an improper in=- 
terference with their " peculiar institutions" as wholly destitute of 
foundation in law, in the constitution, or in proper practices of a 
free government. And as I take this right to be unquestionable, and 
the opposition to it as slavish and odious ; in tny own person I shall 
ever defend it, and I will herb take the liberty of stating the groundsi 
upon which, in my opinibn, the defence ought to bo pnt — a subject 
which I fear is not thoroughly understood. The constitution is a 
charter of freedom^ the fre^om of the press, and of speech, are the 
great pillars upon wBjch, the . Wh^^ fabn<f reists. B&t this is not aJfl. 
The Constitution' in providing for its aijiendrrient, has by that act 
alone guarantied the fullest discussion oif^evcry principle contained ih' 
it — for, how can any thing be amended without being considered, and 
how can anything be considered without being discussed ? 

It is not true, that slavery is the- " pecuUar institution" of the 
south ; it is our institution also, we have allowed it ; we have con 
sentcd that slave property shall be represented ; that it shall m part 
«hcose our representativeo, senators, and president ; it is a part of 
the compact. But it is a part, an article of the constitution that 
5* 
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may be amended ; and it is clear, that ever}* attempt to abolish sla- 
very is virtually an endeavor to amend the constitution. Abolition 
mectingi^, therefore, can have no other design than to induce the 
8lave-ho!diii<r states to consijnt for our mutual benefit to abolish this 
part of tiie compact, and thus ensure emancipation. There are 
other grounds u]io« which it is impossible to consider the discussion 
of American slavery as unconstitutional, or opposed to the principles 
which bind us together- Slavery in every form is anti-democratic, 
not, to be sure, according to the creeds or slarig or party, but accord- 
ing to those eternal principles, which will survive all party. And I 
must confess, that I Jong since hoped, that this question might have 
been so treated, as to be removed from all party influence, and com- 
mi'lcd to that great mass of democratic citizens of all jiarties, in 
whose hearts the fire of liberty is ever burning, however much their 
judgu-:ents may for a while be confounded by party intrigue, attach- 
ments, and appeals. Nor do I believe that abolition doctrines will 
make ai:y sure progress, till this can be effected — till slavery is con- 
sidcicd in itts true light, as an old poison left in. the veins ; as foster, 
ing the worst principles of aristocracy, of pride, and aversion to la- 
bor ; as therefore the natural enemy of the poor man, the oppressed 
man, tlie laboring man. In this sense, it is not a fanciful question 
about the equality of the black and wliite races, never perhaps to be 
settled to the satisfaction of all, but whether absolute dominion over 
any creature in the image of a man, be a, wholesome power in a free 
country ; whether this be a school in which to train the young re- 
publican mind ; whether slave blood and free blood can qourse healthi- 
ly together in tlie same body politic. With the true loveis of free- 
dom, therefore, of democratic government, of the race of man, rich 
or poor, liigb or low, and the sincere haters of op{)ression, and of 
every degree of privileged inequality and cruelty, there can be no 
question about the right to discuss slavery. Whatever may be pre- 
sent appearances, and by whatever names party may choose to cal! 
things, this question must finally be settled by the democracy of the 
country. It is plain to me, therefore, that the subject ought for the 
present at least to be transferred from congress to the great body of 
the people, on account of their superior purity, disinterestedness, and 
reasonableness, great a solecism as that may appcs,j , and treated 
with that reason, moderation, and generosity which is due to our 
southern brethren, in the unhappy predican}(i?nt in which they are 
placed ; and in such a way, that the pestilent spirit of party, which 
iu the United States is poiwning the minds of the people, perverting 
ihw judgments, and degrading the nation iii tlie eyes of the whole 
(Rj-yiUzed worl^l, may not touch it 
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CHARLES HAMMOND. 

" In t!ucc years, the slave population cf Mississippi ini'-.'f ascd from 
70,(K)() to 1(50,00!) slaves ! at a!i avcni<,'C cost of at least {$1,000 each i 
makis <r the debt for slaves aioiie, in tiiroc yean;, swell to f*§9(),000,- 
000 1: Froni 1833 to 1837, cotton bore an exoihiiaiit liij^h price. 
This, together with the increased torcc, induced the planter to direct 
all liis eiicr«ry to its cultivation, relying upon purchasing every arli. 
cle of consumption. He ne<r!ected to raise iiis corn and pork ; he 
iiad to |)urc!iaso more mules, horses and plousjlis, oi)en more lands, 
and increase his bills with the n)crcliants, udioni he totally neglected 
to pay. When the crash came in May, 1838, all the j)apur held 
agaijist the planter by the uierchants or nearly all, was transferred 
to lh(! banks, or sued upon by the merchants. Tlie crowds of basi- 
ness in the di;Terent courts delaj-ed jiidgmcnf, and when jud<,^mcnt 
was at la^t obtained, the sheritl's and marshals could iind nothing 
scarcely to levy upon. Bankruptcy and ruin among some of the 
merchants were inevitable ; and in their fall they crushed the banks. 

"Ac!ian;xe has taken place. By a Ia(e decision in the federal 
court at Jackson, Mississippi, a!! contracts for .slaves since May, 
1833, are made null and void, the new constitution forbiddin^f the in- 
troduction of slaves for sale. Two-thirds of the present debt of the 
state is for slaves bought since May, 1833." — U S. Gatette. 

The facts disclosed are of immense imponancc, m wnatever light 
they niay be viewed. Their bearing upon the trade and business of 
♦lie oountrvj is full of instruction. But their political developments 
are of most interest. With tliis revival of the domestic slave trade, 
■sprang up the fury of the south against all movements that touched 
the character of slavery. It became the era of new and strange doc 
trincs, which have been pushed to sad extremities. These have been 
mainly directed against freedom of opinion, and unrestrained dis- 
cussion. The wide spread they have taken has tilled many hearts 
with sorrow and apprehension. It has swelled some with deep in. 
dignation. But the doctrine has gained force,, until it has become a 
kind of Sibboleth in political party.- All at once here is a revulsion. 
The veil is rent assunder — and the uniting and contlicting interesiji 
stand exposed in open view. 

The slave trade was first. The slave breeders were pleased with a 
ready market, at good prices. The slave dealer rejoiced in liis profits. 
The cotton grower felt delight at the gainsome expansion of his cot- 
ton fields. The merchants of the Atlantis iCities comiLed u ) the per 
cents upon their sales, and ihcit profits on exchanges. The bank 
J gloried in becoming cotton tradeis. Of a sudden, all these lumina- 
( tions are extinguished. In their stead, wc have the hideous crowd 
of debtors and creditors, described, by ttio correspondent of the United 
States Gazette. Of these, the slave trader stood foremost in exulta- 
tion. But here comes a new expounding of the law. The slave 
trader loses his debt. His bonds and mortgages are declared void, 
because the product of an illegal trade. And the slaves si.bjected lo 
that illegal trade, are (or should be) made fVoemen, bv the Jaw tiia; 
is violated 



56 



THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 



B, FRANKLIN WADE. 

He would like to know what clause in the constitution denied to 
any inhabitant of this slate the right to petition. He held the fight 
to be inherent. It belonged to those opposed to the exercise of this 
right, to show the grounds upon which they based their doctrine ; it 
was a monstrous doctrine to deny to any human being the right to 
petition. Did they base it upon the ground, that the colored popu- 
lation were not voters ? The same objection could be urged against 
receiving the petition of females. We taxed their properly, and sub- 
jected them to all the pains and penalties of our laws ; how, then, 
can wc deny them the right to petition ? 

He had early imbibed and believed the doctrine, that the object and 
end of all good government was to protect the weak against the 
strong, the virtuous against the vicious ; and while he saw rue hu- 
man being oppressed, he would assert the right of tnat intfividuai to 
petition for redress. That right, as he had said before, and as others 
had ably argued, was existent in all countries, in common law, and 
prior and superior to all written constitutions. 

Some have argued that blacks are inferior to the whites : if so, 
their right to petition and claims to protection were the stronger. He 
was in favor of the rights of man ; and if the granting of an act of 
incorporation to a few individuals to establish a school for the lauda- 
ble purpose of elevating the mora! and iiJtellectual character of jhose 
who were so unfortunate as to dirfer Trbm us in color, was to favor 
abolitionism, he should stand obnoxious to that charge. Kc would 
point gentlemen to that instrument [Declaration of Indepcndcncej 
hanging on the wall, and say to them, if they will trample its just 
and holy precepts and principles beneath their feet, tear it down, and 
elFacc it from existence, for it wafi there only as an evidence and a 
monument of their degradation ! — Speech in the Ohio Senate, 1839. 

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 

I am neither an apologist for American slavery, nor an advocate 
of instant and universal emancipation ; but I am for doing justice to 
master and to servant, and for having them to do justice to one an- 
other ; I am for approaching by an inclined plane a point which, to 
attempt in any other way would, m ray opinion, be a great injury to 
master and servant, and would increase rather than diminish the 
grievances and evils, political and moral, «o generally complained 
of. I am, above all, for having Christians (to whom alone I sddress 
myself on this subject) who have servants to carry out all the injunc- 
tions given to them in the New Testament, and thus to promote the 
present and the future happiness of those whose eternal destiny is in 
a great measure entrusted to them ; and in case of neglect of duty in 
any instance, I am for having them called to an account for it by 
those who watch for their souls as they shall have to answer for it in 
the great day of accounts. 
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ST. georgt: tucker. 

«< Slavery not only violates the Laws of Nature, »«nd of civil soci 
cty ; it also wounds the brst forms of Govcrnuient : in a Deinocra 
cy, where all ii?cn are equal, slavery is contrary to tlie spirit of the 
rjonsf.itution."' — Montesquieu. 

Anio.'jjrthc b!esKing.s which the Almighty hatlj showercfl down 
on the.-^e states, there is a large portion of the bitterest draught, thai 
ever flowed from the cup of affliction. Whilst America hath been 
the land of promise to Europeans, and their descendant.s, it hath 
bfen the vale of death to niiUions of the wrefehcd sons of Africa. 
Tlie general light of liberty, which hath here shone with unrivalled 
lustre on the former, hath yielded no con»fort to the latter, but to them 
hath proved a pillar of darkness, whilst it hath conducted the for- 
mer to the most enviable state of human existence. Whilst we 
were oiTering up vows at the shrine of Liberty, and sacrificing he- 
catombs upon her altars ; whilst we swore irreconcilable hostility 
to her enemies, and hurled defiance in their faces ; whilst we adjur- 
ed the God of Battles to witness our resolution to live free, or die, 
and imfirccattd curses on their heads who refused to tmite with us 
in establishing the empire of freedom, we were imposing upon our 
fellow men, who differ in complexion from us, a slavery, ten thou- 
sand times more cruel than the utmost extremily of those grievan- 
ces and oppressions of which we complained. Such are the incon. 
sistencies of human nature; such the blindness of those who pluck 
not the beam out of their own eyes, whilst they can espy a mote in 
the eyes of their brother ; such that partial system of morality 
which confines rights and injuries to particular complexions ; such 
the effect of that self-love which justifies or condemns, not accord- 
ing to principle, but to the agent. Had we turned our eyes inward- 
ly when we supplicated the Father of Mercies to aid the itijured 
and oppressed ; when we invoked the Author of Righ.teousness to 
attest the motives, and the justice of our cause; and implored the 
God of Battles to aid our exertions in its defence, should we not havo 
stood more self-convicted than the contrite publican ? Should we 
rot have left our gift upon the altar, that we might be first recon- 
ciled to our brethren whom we held in bondage ? Should we not 
have loosed their chains and broken their fetters? Or if the diffi- 
culties and danger of such an experiment prohibited the attempt du- 
ring the convulsions of a revolution, is it not our duty to embrace 
the first moment of constitutional health and vigor to effectuate so 
desirable an object, and to renjove from us a stigma, with which 
our enemies will never fail to upbraid us, nor our conscirtice to re- 
proach lis. 

If ever there was a cause, if ever an occasion, in which all hearts 
should be united, every nerve strained, and every power exerted, sure, 
ly the restoration of human nature to ito inalienable rights is sucha 
•^Dissertation on Slavery, Virginia, 
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CASSIUS M. CLAY. 

The tide of black population, which jmIot the law of 1833, and 
the more stringent amendments of 1840, wavS turned away fronj our 
land, is to sweep with more than Etntean desolation among 
us. The blacks are to hurry on to that fast approaching crisis, 
when they shall out-number the whites. The elysian pros- 
pect of South Carolina civilization, woos us in the distance — each 
city, and town, and village, arsd cross-road, shall boast its maga- 
zine of arms : not to repel a foreign invader, but to crush domestic 
insurrections — the night owl shall arouse the timid female and the 
restless husband frotn their turbid dreams — the one to grasp in bit- 
ter mockery that bible, in whose boundless and infinite promises of 
mercy and support, no vestige of hope or alliance can now be found; 
the othe."? to seize those arms upon which he nightly slumbers ; not 
with the vain expectation of successful defence, but with the dsspond- 
ing purpose of selling life as dearly as possible. 

To make way for this most glorious consummation, our free white 
laborers are to be driven out ; our manufactories, already tooincon. 
siderable, are to be destroyed ; our cities are to crumble down, our 
rich fields are to grow sterile, our frequented places to be deserted, 
our morals to be still more corrupted, moi'e universal debauchery to 
exist among our male whites, more mulattoes to stand as eternal 
curses, before the lovely eyes of our wives, our daughters, our moth- 
ers; most damning monuments of our nelf abasement and crime, di. 
luting the boasted purity of our saxon blood, with those who in our 
holy regard for the dignity of mankind, we will not allow to aspire 
to the common name of men. The flush of anger and petty tyran- 
ny is forever to disfigure the bright faces of our little-ones ; educa- 
tion must perish among the people, idleness and unbridled passions 
must characterise the rich ; poverty and contempt for labor degrade 
the poor ; our state must dwindle away yet more in political impor- 
ance, till we shall become the contempt of mankind, with the only 
consolation that we most richly deserve it— blindly rushing into a 
secondary oriental civilization, to fall by the Yankee arm, as tho 
multitudes of haughty Chinese, were mowed down by British pow- 
er. And all this for what purpose ? Tliat a class of men whom the 
General Government has pledged millions of men and money to 
bring to the gallows, may grow rich by feeding on the very vita?S 
and life blood of our devoted state ! Is not this, monstrous ? Are wa 
already so infatuated — has retribution eo soon overtaken us~4invo 
the gods already maddened us for destruction ? Is this indeed tliede^ 
liberate voice of Kentucky — Has she made up her mind that heriCt 
presentatives should do this deed—Is she not ashamed by the go^u 
of Christendom — Is she utterly blinded to self-interest — Does ohe 
defy the stern mandates of religion— Does she spurjn all tho exporir 
encc of wise men, conung down to us from ail ages, and trample quo* 
der foot all that is redeeming in philosophical morality or Heathen 
Mythology ? 
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JAMES M'DOWELL. 

If our ancestors had exerted the firmness which, under higher ob. 
ligations, we ourselves are called upon to exert, Virginia would not, 
at this day, have heen mourning over the legacy of weakness and 
of sorrow that has been left her— she would not have been thrust 
down — down in a still lowering relation, to the subordinate 
which she occupies in the Confederacy, whose career she had led — 
she would not be withering under the leprosy which is piercing her 
to the heart. 

-Who that looks to this unhappy bondage of an unhappy people, 
in the midst of our society, and thinks of its incidents or its issues, 
but thinks of it as a curse upon him who suffers it ? 

You may place the slave where you please — you rnay oppress 
liim as you pleaw — ^you may dry up to the utterujosl, the fountain 
of his feelings?, the spring of his thought — you may close upon his 
mind every avenue of knowledge, and cloud it over with artificial 
night — you may yoke him to your labors as the ox vvhiclj liveth only 
to work, and woiketh only to live — you rnay put him under any 
process whioli, without destroying his vaiue as a slave, will debase 
and crusli him as a rational being — you may do this, and the idea 
that he was born to be free, will survive it all. It is allied to his 
hope of immorality — it is the etherial part of his nature, which op- 
pression cannot reach ; it is a torch lit up in his soui by the hand 
of Deity, and never meant to be extinguislied by the hand of man. 

It has been frankly and unequivocally declared, from the very 
conunencenient of this debate, by the most decided enemies of aboli- 
tion themselves, as well as by others, that this property is an " evil'^ 
— that it is a dangerous property. Yes, sir, so dangerous has it 
been represented to be, even by those who desire to retain it, that 
we have been reproached for speaking of it otherwise than in fire- 
side whispers— reproached for entertaining debate upon it in this 
hall ; and the discussion of it with open doors, and to the general 
ear, has been charged upon us, as a climax of rashness and folly, 
which portend issues of calamity to thecountry. It is, then, a dan. 
gerous property, held at the certain and declared risk of involving, 
from any act of imprudence in us or its owners, the repose and se- 
curity of our people. — Speech in ihe House of Delegates of Vir- 
ginia, 1835. 



THOMAS F. MARSHALL. 

I have said that I considered negro slavery as a political misfor- 
tune. The phrase was too mild. It is a cancer — a slow, consum- 
ing cancer — a withering pestilence — an unmitigated curse. I speak 
not in the spirit of a puling and false philanthropy. I was born in 
a slave State — I was nursed by a slave— my life has been saved by 
a slave. To me, custom has made the relation familiar, and I see 
nothing horrible in it. I am a Virginian by descent. Every cross 
in my blood, so far as I can trace it, in the paternal or rnaternaJ 
line is Virginian. 
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GExNERAL BENNETT. 
Chief of the Mormon ciiy of Nauvoo, Ilhiwis. 

I gave slavery a fu]] and iiiir invjslijralion years apo — I swore in 
,my youth t.iiat niy i;ands slioulil never be hound, my feci fc'ltcred, nor 
my longnc i)ai>«if(i — I am the friend of Lii;crty, univcrf'-al h'htrty, 
both civil and rciig-iouvs. I ever detested servil'^ bondajj^e. I u i:-h lo 
m; flic shackles fail fron* the feet of the opj>ref:Kod, and the cliains 
of .flavor}' broken, I iiaSe the opprcssur'sgras]) and the; tyratii's rod ; 
against tho.n I .set niy brows like bras,s, and niy face like steel ; -ami 
my arm i.s nerved for the conflict. 

Great Gud [ has it come to thi,-, — that the free citizens of tlic f^ove- 
rcigu .stale of lilinoii'^ can he taken and immured uilliin the wails 
of a Mi.'J.snuri penitentiary for twelve long yeans, for such a cricH; as 
God would regard as a virtue ? Simply for pointing bojulnien to a 
state of liberty and lav/ ! 



WILLIAM DUNLAP. 

Negro slavery, the curse of a })ortion of tht^^ Unit<'d States of 
America, i.s a subject that cannot be passed over in siknce hy any 
historian of New- York ; particularly when wc reflect tli.-it, i!.s aboii- 
tion has been one, and not the least efficient of the causes oi the 
prosperity and greatness of the empire state. 

In 15b2, Sir Jolm .Hawkins, with the aid of Sir Lionel Duchet, 
Sir Thomas Lodge, and Sir William Winter, fixed the .stigma upon 
England, of introducitig the slave trade, a? a branch of conuncrce 
at ihisearly period, amongthe inhabiianlsoflhat tradijjg coujitry. 'i'ius 
trade in the blood, lives, and liberties of human being.s, \vas then, and has 
since been excused, and attempted to bo justilied, by stating thai, the 
negroes were b(;nefitted by being kidnapped, chained, confined in 
floating prisons, of the most loathsome description, murdered if re- 
sisting, su!)jceled to (li.'?casc and death, to the cool mercanlile calcu- 
lation of the number per hundred to be thrown over-board, and to 
endless labor and stripes, on their arrival in America, iiiasrnuch as 
the survivors were tianspoHed to a land where they would liecome 
civilized, and taught the lessons of chrislianity. 

Such argumenls reconciled princes and nations, to thi.*? most inhu- 
man of all the practices which have disgraced civilized man. Such 
was tlic theory. In practice the negro was treated as a brute, and 
by law proliibitcd from being taughteither in a school, or the church. 

That guilt which the stale of slavery cJigencfe'r?!, is chargeable to 
the master of (he slave. To possess unlimited power over a human 
being, makes the pos.sc.ssor a tyrant ; he iscorrupflod by i'.s iniluenec, 
while the subject of his power is debased. The tyrant may be nser- 
ciful and kind, and the slave may be grateful. It has been so in 
empires and in families : but when so, it is from causes adverse to ly 
ranny and slavery ; their influence is ever the same. 

The slave only works from the fear of punishment, and neglects 
nis labt>r as much as possible. When he refrains from exertion, he 
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only resumes a portion of that which has been forced from him 
Every traveller who passes from a slate where labor is ijerformcfl by 
freemen, tor their own profit, into a state wliore it performed by 
slaves, will at once be struck by the contrast oi; (he face of every 
thing' produced by labor. Another evil is, that employing slaves to 
work, makes labor disreputable. Tiie white man prides himself upon 
his idleness. — History of New-York. 



HORACE GREELY. 

The supreme court of the United States has just pronounced the 
most important decision which has proceeded from its bench for many 
years— perhaps ever. In a case arising' between Maryland raid Pcnn- 
sylvahia, it has declared that the right of a slave-holder to capture, 
secure and return his fugitive slave, under the well known clause of 
the federal constitution, is absolute and illimitable — that the free 
states have no discretion as to its exercise, no protection against its 
abuse. All hv^ securing to the citizen of a free state claimed as a 
slave a trial by jury.; all free state legislation designed to prevent 
abuses o,f the slave-holdei-'s con:stitutional right of reclamation, are 
hereby declared null and void, and the trial by jury law of this state, 
as well as that of Pennsylvania, is henceforth a dead ld,tcr. This 
judgment was pronounced by Justice Story of Massacb.usett?/ f.ed 
coiicurred in by all the judges except John M'Lean of Ohii. ' Tv.'o 
or three of the justices read separate opinions, varying somewhat the 
grounds of the decision, but concurring, as we ucderstand, in all the 
conclusions above recited. 

This tremendous decision brings the great question of freedom or 
slavery home to all our dooj-s. There is not a man in the free states 
who is not affected by it — whose personal liberty is not invaded and 
endangered by it. The constitution knows no distinction of white, 
black and intermediate colored persons ; it says nothing expressly of 
slaves ; it speaks only of ' persons held to labor or service in one 
state escaping into another." Now if a negro may be apprehended 
in this city and carried by mere force to Virginia, to some one who 
claims him as an escaped slave or servant, then any of us — then Gov. 
Seward, Justice Thompson, or Justice Story, may be so taken. 
Where is the safeguard against abuse ? Where the protection to 
freemen ? The N. Y. Slate law of 1840, extending the right of trial 
by jury to persons claimed as ^ fugitives from labor or service,' af- 
forded such protection. By that law a slave-holder was required tc 
prove his property in a man or woman claimed by him, as much as 
in a horse or monkey. Even before the passage of that law, a slave, 
holder was always required to verify his legal right before a justice of 
the peace, who approved it or set the arrested person at liberty.— 
The Tribune, March 12, 1842. 
6 
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WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 

The Psnnsylvania case, hidy decided by tljc supreme court of the 
United States, has excited very justly, the alarm and anhnadversion 
of every legal mind. O/icc give tlic power to a man to seize a fel- 
low-inan, and bind him into slavery without rcsponsibilily anywhere, 
and the government of the United .States turns the community intc 
one of kidnappers and robbers. A man appears in New. York, seizca 
a man and carries him into Ma,ryland, and sells him as a slave oi 
murders him., Tins man is indicted and apprehended if he can bo 
found ; if not, there is an ond to the matter. The law might be ap 
plied to Justice Story himself, in Ins }n'oper person, under the idea 
that he was a person held to labor or service in another state, under 
the constitution itself and had escaped therefrom. 

If nothing more couid have been done .in the late Pennsylvania 
case, when before the supreme court of the United Statss, the judges 
of that court, belonging to the free s!a!es, ought to have solemnly 
protested against such a decision, for their own personal safety. 

Tiie very idea of an irresponsible man, without morals, character, 
house, homo or location, habitation or name, comuig into the stale of 
New. York, and making an affidavit that any person is held to ser- 
vice or labor in another state, be he white, black, or red; and on 
such an affidavit, reeking as it may be with falsehood, and 
every abomination, and on such a proceeding as this, or upon no 
proceeding at all — that a citizen of this state may be ,seized, kidnap, 
ped, and hurried away from his wife^ children, and family, into a 
distant country, there to be consigticd to slavery, or murdered at the 
tender mercies of their conspirators, strikes the mind with horror, 
and it cries out with fuelings of indignation, that this is the oifspring 
of sin and dca'h. A law of sucli a character as this, is the law of 
barbarians. It is not the law of a people who have declared to the 
world, that all mankind have certain inalienable rights, amongst 
which are the rights of liberty, security and happiness. There is no 
security in siich laws as these, of happiness, or liberty under them. 
Supposing a white man is carried away under this law of seizure, 
without a trial by jury ? it is true that in most of the siavcholding 
states his color is ])rima facie, a declaration that he is free ; but sup- 
pose he is unfortunately tinctured with the Indian, Nev/ South Wales 
or Negro blood, he is declared by his color to be prima facie a slave, 
and must prove his freedom, while he is locked up in prison. He is 
first deprived of liberty unjustly, and tlien prevented by the same law 
from proving his liberty, because a slave cannot appear in a court of 
justice : being treated not as a person, but as a dead chatteh The 
system of selling men for prison ftes, is one that deserves the detes- 
tation of all righteous men. First, commit the greatest outrage upon 
a man tliat can be, without murdering and maiming hita, lock him 
up in prison, prevent him from proving his freedom, and then sell 
him because he has no proof of his freedom — we have grounds to fear 
that some persons have been seized north of Mason and Dixon's line, 
and then carried south of it and treated in this manner by some gam- 
bling, disappointed, unprincipled negro-catcher, merely to make • 
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raise of a small sum of money, to squander in dissipation upon tho 
sale of his victim. I'here is no other way than to try the question 
by a jury, in the first instance, when the man is seized, and tho ques- 
tions to be tried are : 1st. Is tho n)an complained of, the same indi. 
vidual he is charged to be ? 2d. Is he a person that owes labor or 
ser\'ice in another state, under the laws thereof, and escaped tliere. 
from ? This provision in the act of congress applies to all persona 
white, black and red, and wherever the right of trial by jury is se- 
cured to one color of persons in the state, it is to all otherss.-T-iV«2i£». 
York Evening Post, May, 1842. 

CHARLES KING. 

It must be obvious to the most careless observer, that the horror 
which used to thrill through all sound hearts at the bare mention of 
disunion can no longer be excited. We have heard so n)uch and so 
often f i"oni the south — upon the slightest occasion — of threats of sepa- 
ration, of calculating the value of the union, and of the south's 
ability to exist by herself and for herself — that the north has been 
forced, as it were, to reflect upon what would be the issue of such a 
breaking up of our republic ; and, sooth to say, rejection has brought 
the conviction to veiy, very many minds, that if calculation of sec- 
tional pride and power must determine this great political and social 
problem — the north — the free states— .the horticultural, manufactur- 
ing and commercial states, would gain power, wealth, and impor- 
tance by cutting loose from the v/eakcrand dependqnt soutli, now ad. 
mitted to an equality with them. 

This conviction of reason, moreover, is, in some ardent minds, ex- 
asperated almost into a passionate desire, by the insolence aiid intole- 
rance of the slave representatives in congress. 

It is to fcjelings of this Pott that we are to ascribe in part the peti- 
tion presented by Mr. Adams, wliich has occasioned the violent de- 
bate in the house, asking for a dissolution of the union, ralhej- than 
longer submission to unequal, oppressive, overbearing legislation, dic- 
tated by southern interest, and carried by the cohesion of the com- 
mon bond of slavery. 

And what was thus formally embodied by these petitioners, is float, 
ing loosely and largely among the elements that go to make up pub. 
lie opinion in the north. Repulsed at first because of the loyalty to 
the union, which enters into the education and hopes, as it were, of 
every northern man — it comes again and again, at such successive 
manifestations of southern intolerance, to force an entrance, and at 
each attempt finds resistance more and more feeble — N. Y. American, 



JOHN NEAL. 

I am opposed to the annexation of Texas or any other state or ter- 
ritory in which slavery exists, to the United States ; believing slave- 
ry to be one of the greatest afiiictions that a people, or any portion 
oif a people, can laboj under. 

I myself am not an abolitionist, in the common meaning of tho 
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ierm — in other words, I am not a friend to immediate, universal, and 
unconditional emancipation ; but th?t, like the great majority of those 
with wlimn I a.''sociate, or correspond, eivher at home or abroad, either 
in New-England or at the south, I recognize the existence of slaverj 
as a curse — a curse at all times, and nodcr all circumstances: that 
in common with multitudes of our generous brethren at the south, I 
find such to have been tlie settled opinion of our country at the form- 
ing of our constitution : that I see no reason for abandoning that 
opinion, and as little for adopting that which has lately been promul- 
gated at the south — namely — that slavery there is a blessing j and 
that, therefore, I am so far an abolitionist as to hope for the final 
emancipation of every human being — ^and I will even add the sooner 
the bettor : provided that emancipation be effected legally, peaceably, 
and with the consent of all parties interested. This, I believe, may 
be liad in time ; and had even from the slave-holders of the south. 

WILLIAM LEGGETT. 

The opinions of the southern people themselves, with respect to the 
perfect ri»ht wliich every American citizen possesses, to discuss the 
subject ofslavery, have undergone a world-wide change in the course 
of a few years. If they will look into the writings of Jefferson and 
Madison, they will find that those great men, though southerners and 
slaveholders, not only did not claim any such right of interdicting the 
subject as is now set up, but exercised it very freely themselves. If 
thej^will turn to the record of the debate whicli took place in congress 
in 1790, on the question of committing the memorial of the Society of 
Fiiends against the slave-trade, they will find that Mr. Madison ex- 
plained the obligations of the federal cOhipact, in a very different man- 
ner fron^ that which it is the fashion of the present day to interpret 
them. They will find that, in the reviev/ which he entered in' o of the 
circumstances connected with the adoption of the constitution he very 
clearly showed that the powers of congress were by no means as limit- 
ed a3 it is now contended that tliey are. They wilf find thaUin speak- 
ing of the territories of the United States, he expressly declared, from 
his knowledge, as well of the sentiments and opinions of the members 
of the convention, as of the true meaning and force of the terms of the 
compact, that there "congress have certainly the power to regulate 
the subject of slavery," It is fortunate that Madison and Jefferson did 
not live to this day, or they would have been denounced as abolitionists, 
fanatics,^ and incendiaries, and every thing else that is bad. Lieu- 
tenant Governor Robinson would no 'doubt have honored them with a 
place in his message, as ring-leaders of his "organized band of 
conspirators." 

But though Madison and Jefferson are gone, the spirit which ani- 
matefl theth still glows in many a freeman's bosom ; while one spark 
of it remains, the South will storm and rave in vain, for it never can 
induce the northern states to give up freedom for the sake of union ; to 
give up the end for the sake of the means ; to ^ve up the substance 
for the sake of the shadow.— TAc Plaindealer. 
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ORESTES A. BROWNSON. 

Why the wishes and claims of this party, the slaves, amounting 
to nearly half the population of these States, should not have some 
weight in this question, I am unable to understand. They are the 
injured the oppressed, and the wronged party, — and their claim to 
the sympathy and assistance of their fellow-beings in other parts of 
the land, by all lawful means, to cemove tliis heavy load from them, 
and restore them to liberty, seems to me at least as well founded, as 
the claim of tiie masters, that no such means should be urged for 
this purpose. If the master may say to the North, you are interfer* 
ing with my domestic relations, my rights of property, and the es- 
tablished laws of the slave , states — the slave may say to the master 
you are interfering with the domestic relations which God and na- 
ture hav6 ordained, those of husband and wife, parent and child, 
brother and sister, by separating one from another in your ahnmina. 
ble traffic — you are interfering iii my rights of property, in depriv- 
ing me of a just remuneration for, my labor in the shape of wages, 
ajid allowing me to make the most jt can fi-ora the exercise of my 
intellectual and physical capacity ~~you are interfering with the ea- 
tablished laws of God, hjiimanity and justice, in depriving me of my 
freedom, and holding me as property. 

What is the competency of the people of the North, who are op- 
posed to slavery, to form an opinion upon this subject. It seems to 
me, it is tliat of a most enlightened, calm and disinterested tribunal, 
as much so, as that of the Judges on the bench of a Court of Jus. 
tice. They have the facts and the mqral law before them, upon 
which to found their decision. , %Iig')x prejudicqs, if they have any, 
Would be to sustain slavery, if possible, consistently with justice and 
humanity, from feelings of sympathy and respect for their white 
brethren of sister states, frqm the intercourse of business and poli- 
tics which conyject them together, and from a love of harmony and 
attachment to the XJnion, If thert js, then, any bias upon this sub- 
ject in the minds of Northern m^n, it must be in favor of the exist- 
ing systen;i ; and if they opp(»e it, it must be from the most upright 
and humane motives. . 

Now how is it at the. South ? They cannot be considered as im- 
partial, and disinterested judges in , this matfjer. They may have 
more minute information upon the subject, know more of the prac- 
tical d<3lails of slavery--but they are. under a very strong influence, 
almost an overwhelming one, tp support the preseht state of things 
right or wrirng. . Their pijoperty . consists to , a very great extent, of 
slaves, and all their h^bit^, associations, modes of thinking, business, 
and even cjliaracter hayg hee,a, formed under the influence of Slavery 
They are the partie»> \vitnea?^8, judges and jury in their own case. 
How then can we expect a fair, candid, and just decision from 
Uieiin in this ca^ l-^Bo9tfm,iQ.uarterly Review. 
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WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

I could not, to save the commerce of the stale, or even the peace 
of the Country, subscribe to the faith prefscribed to me ; I cannot be- 
lieve that a being of human substance, form and image, — endowed 
with the faculties, propenfsities and passions common to our race, a:^d 
having the same ultimate destiny, can, by the force of any human 
constitution or laws, be converted into a chattel or a thing, in his 
free will, and of the power of cultivating his own mind and pursu- 
ing his own happiness ; a property beginning with his birth, and reach- 
ing over and enslaving his posterity. I cannot believe that that can 
be stolen which is not and cannot l>e property ; and although such 
principles may be aaopted, and becon\e the basis of institutions and 
laws in other countries, I cannot believe that any such community 
has the right to extend the operation of such ijisritutions and laws so 
as to affect persons within the jurisdiction and under the protection of 
other nations. The provision in the Constitution of the United 
States, directing that fugitives from labor or service, escaping from 
one state into another, shall be given up on demand to the person to 
whom such labor or service is oue, whatever be its etTect, is a limi- 
tation of the sovereign rights of the states. I cannot believe that the 
provision can be extended beyond its letter and precise application, 
and so as to make the constitution fix a definition of crime at variance 
with the common law adopted by all the states, and with the juris, 
prudence of the civilized world. Opposed to such a faith, I find the 
guarded language of the constitution, the principles of natural jus- 
lice, the impulses of philanthropy, the instructions of religion, the 
sentiments of an enlightened age, the constitution of this state, which 
I am bound to maintain, and the spirit of the laws it is my duty to 
execute. 

The august congress of statesmen who laid the foundation of the 
constitution, most emphatically declared that all men are born free 
and equal and have inalienable rights, inconsistent with every form 
of slavery. A citizen of Virginia, who was not only the most re- 
nowned of the patriots who engaged in the establishment of the con- 
stitution, but who is, by the general consent'of mankind, acknow- 
ledged to have exhibited the most perfect character our nature has 
ever reached, manumitted all his slaves as an act of conscientious 
duty. Another, who was second only to Washington in the great 
number of statesmen that Virginia has given to our country, pleaded 
the prejudices of birth, education and association as an apology for 
the opinions entertained by his fellow-citizens, that human beings 
may be the subjects of property, as much as their horses and cattle. 
When I recall these circumstances, I must be allowed t6 indulge a 
belief that I have not fallen from the faith of the founders of the con. 
stitution. 

Of what use to the citizens of New-York is the Virginia slave ? 
The moment the vessel reaches the open sea, he is no longer a slave. 
The law of nations throws its protecting ana around him, and will 
vindicate any injury to his person, or abridgment of his liberty. 

The legislature will decide whether the tiial by jury shall be relin- 
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quishod ; and wlielhcr a sta<e wliich acUnowl<-(i{;< s n.) intural ine- 
quality of men, and no political inequality, which may not uhiinafc- 
\v l)tt HMnovcd, sliali wrest that prccions .shield from limsr only U'im.w 
i;vt'doin is assailed, not from any wron^r doing; of tlic'.r own, i)ut in> 
rausc tlic greatest of all crsmes was conunitlcd ajzaint-l their aii«:c>s« 
lors. Tauoiit as wo have been by the limntlers of the eonslituti(»n, 
and maai emphatically hy the statesmen of Virfjinia, we cannot n - 
nounr-e the jirinciple that all men arc born free and cjual, nor any 
of its legitimate consequences, 

I cannot believe that a being of human pul).'-tance, forin and irna'^e, 
— endowed with the fac sities, propensities, and {)as.sions, cv>:aui(in (t> 
oiir race, and having the f-ame uliimate destiny, can, by l!u- fore>; of 
any hinnan eonstilutions or laws, be converted into a chattle or a 
thing, in which another human being like himst^If ean have pnipcriy. 
depriving him of his free will, and of the pow(!r of cuiljvating his 
own mind, and pursuing his own haiipiness ; a property iffgijinitif 
with his birth, and reaching over and en^^laving his pos'erity, I can 
not believe that tiiat can bo stolen, which is not, and eannnl be, pro- 
perty. 



LUTHER RRADISFL 

I am, in favor of abolishing all (lisUnclions in the consiitntiana} 
rights of the citizens of this stale, found«-d solely w\ eonipk-xion. 
The state of Ncw.York, by its refx/ated legislative acts, has aln-adi" 
pronoimced her judgment, and declared her own policy, on l!»c sm?»- 
' ject of slavery. Within her own borders^ ^•!lo h3>-' alr< a'iy »noC:r»ni»-{l 
universal emancipation ; and lias ranged herself anion!*- tlsc fti'C 
States. 

I would abide by the comproniii-ps fif the constitufitvn. I 
would not exlond them. If something be due to olIu;rs. nuieh is a!.s«» 
due to ourselves, to our own principles, and our own iTj-iilnurn*^. 
•So utterly am L opposed to slavery in all its fonn.**, s-j gwal an evil» 
bolii moral and politica!, do I consider its e.\istencc in our country, 
that I would not, beyond the clear requirements of the fede.'"a! Cf>n" 
stilution, either dii'cctly or indirecJy, nearly or remotely, lend to it 
the sanction of our state legislation, Kor can I view the existence? 
of this great moral and pontieai evil, as is s?onietiines pretended, as 
the exclusive atfair of the states where it exists. It toucbe.s too vi- 
tally the national interests and national charactf.T, not to be a mh- 
ject of deep and legitimate interest to every citizen who lo'vi:** in* 
country f?nd its honor. But while I would lettvo V.) 'IHk tihf.fs whvw- 
thi.s evil v7ik\r the cxcliiwive duty, as \l is theit^ e;\;c{uHivc n^\\\. to a\r.'t 
in tliis matter, I would reserve to a'l, and beyond a |>erudventun' or 
a doubt, the right of its free discussion. And allhonglj in the •* cm- 
summation most devoutly to be wi.sbed," I rely under a eonlroIHng 
Providence, mainly upon the ultimate just view.'s, generoui* impulj^cf, 
and high moral sentiment of the slavc-hohfer himself, yet to induce 
him to early action, I would not cease to at'dree* to him, as brother 
to brother, every consideration that a burning patriotism couk! »ug 
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gc?.*, evci'y inducement that an enlightened philanthropy could in 
Bpiiv^, every argument and sanction that an elevated morality anii 
lioly religion could supply. 



JABEZ D. HAMMOND. 

Oct. 24, 1814. A lav/, also was passed for raising two rcgimenta 
of colored men for three years, among whom slaves might he en- 
listed by consent of their masters, who were to be manumitted on 
being honorably discharged. Thus it seems that that unfortunate 
class of men were not deemed unworthy of shedding their blood, in 
defence of a country, and a people which had degraded and oppres. 
Bed them. Could it have been anticipated that Col. Young, who 
ably and zealously advocated this bill, would, have been fouft<l in the 
convention of 1821, supporting and probably by his influence, pro- 
curing to be inserted in the amended constitution a clause which was 
intended forever, there to degrade this trodden-down race of men, to 
whose ai<i he now, in tliis time of imminent peril, resorted ! — His- 
tory of PoUiicai Parties of N. Y. 

REUBEN H. WALWORTH. 

It is frequently the case, that the question to ? -ried relates mere, 
ly to the identity of the person clamied as a fugitive slave or appren- 
tice, he insisting that he is a free riaiive born citizen of the Slate 
where he is found residing at the time the claim is made, and that 
he has never been in the State under whose laws his services are 
claimed-~can it for a moment be supposed that the framers of the 
constitution intended to authorize the transportation of a pcriion 
thus claimed to a distant part of the Union, as a slave, upon a mere 
summary e.\Rmination before an inferior magistrate, who is clothed 
with no power to compel the attendance of witnesses to. ascertain 
the truth of the allegations of the respective parties I — Whatever 
others may think upon this subject, I must still be permitted to doubt 
whether the patriots of tlie revolution who framed the constitution 
of the United States, and who had incorporated into the Declara. 
tioa of Independence, as one of the justifiable causes of separation 
from our mother country, that the inhabitants of the colonicj? had 
been transported beyond seas for trial, could ever have inleiidiid to 
sanction such a principle as to one who was merely claimed as a 
fugitive from servitude in another State. 

I am one of those who have the habit of believing that the State 
legislatures had general powers to pass laws on all subjects, except 
those in which they were restricted by the constitution of the Uni- ; 
ted States. I have looked in vain among the powers delegated to 
congress by the constitution, for any general authority to ihat body 
to legislate on this subjects It certainly is not contained in any ex- 
press grant of power, and it docs not appear to be embraced in the 
general grant of incidental powers contained in the last clause of 
the constitution relative to the powe.*^ of congress^— -0/»nion in the 
N. Y. Csurt of Errors. 
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HON. WILLIAM JAY. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FREE STATES. 

This advocates of slavery and the tools of party, are continually tell- 
ing us, that " the North has nothing to do with slavery," A volume 
m^ht be filled with facts, proving the fallacy of this assertion. There ia 
Bcarccly a I'amily among us, that is not connected by the ties of friend- 
ship, kinth-ed, or pecuniary interest, with the land of slaves. That 
land is endeared to us by a thousand recollections — wjth that land we 
have continual commercial, political, religious, and social intercourse. 
There in innumerable instances, are our personal friends, our brothers, 
our sons and our daughters. How malignant and foolish then is the 
falsehood, that the thousands and tens of thousands of abolitionists 
among us, are anxious to see that land reeking in Llood ! But the more 
intimate are our connections with that land, the more exposed are we 
to be contaminated by its pollutions; and the more imperatively are 
we bound to seek its real welfare. 

Let it then sink deep in our hearts, let it rest upon our consciences, 
that in every wicked and cruel act of the Federal Government in be- 
half of slavery, the people of the North have participated, — we might 
almost say that for all this wickedness t»nd cruelty, they are solely 
responsible ; since it could not have been perpetrated bit with the 
consent of their representatives. Vast and fertile territories, which 
might now have been inhabited by a free and happy population, have 
by northern votes been converted, to use the language of the poet, 
into 

" A land of tyrants, and a den of slaves." 

By northern Senators, have our African slavers been protected from 
the search of British cruisers. By northern representatives, is the 
American slave-trade protected, and the abominations enacted in the 
Capital of the Republic, sanctioned and perpetuated ; and northern 
men are Ihe officiating ministers in the sacrifice of constitutional li- 
berty on the altkr of j^Ioloch. But representatix'es are only the agents 
of their constituents, speaking their thoughts, and doing their will. 
The PE0PI.E OF the North have done thid great wickedness." 
When they repent, when they love mercy, and seek after justice, their 
representatives will no longer rejoice to aid in transforming the image 
of God into a beast of burden — then will the human shambles be 
overthrown in the Capital — then will slavers, " frightened with des. 
pair," no longer depart from the port of Alexandria, nor chained 
cojSles parade the streets of Washington. Then will the powers of 
the Federal Government be exercised in protecting, not in annihilat- 
ing th« rights of man ; aiid then 1^^*11 the slavtjholcer, deprived of the 
countenance of the freo States, as he is already of nearly all the rest 
of the civilised world, be led to reflect calmly on the character and 
tendency of the institution he now sc dearly prizes, and seek his own 
welfare and that of his children in its voluntary and peaceful aboli. 
tion.— Joy's View, 
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CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

The time appears to have arrived vvlien it is proper to look to the 
cause of the difficulties which have taken place in the progress of 
the General Government, forsorne years past. Through alltliecon' 
tests of the political parties which have taken place, one fact is visi- 
ble ; and that is the steady ascendancy of the slave-holding princi. 
pies. This fact can be accounted l^or only in one way.— It is the 
basis of representation in the popular branch of the Legislature, 
which establishes that ascendancy. Twenty-five representatives, 
elected hy thq, citizens of the slaveholding States, in addition to the 
number which they are entitled to by their free population, have, 
for ten yeare past, controlled the destiliies of the country. Twenty- 
five electoral votes, gained to the masters from the chains of two 
millions of human beings, and held forth as the prize to that indi- 
vidual and that party which will consent to make the greatest sac- 
rifices of principle to obtain them, are sufficient to decide the char- 
acter of the government policy. This has been submitted to with, 
out great murmuring, up to this time ; but there are many indica. 
lions to prove that it will not be so any longer. The free Slates 
have a right to be heard on this point, because the original com- 
promise, which was made upon this subject in the Constitution, and 
which let in this enormous power, has in its practical effect, been 
wholly favorable to the slave States, and without any benefit at all 
to them. — Report to the General Court of Mass. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty -Three. 
R( solves, concerning an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That the following amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States be and hereby is recommended to the considera- 
tion of Congress, to be acted on according to the fifth article : 

The third clause of the second section of the first article shall 
read in the words following : « " 

" Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States, which are or may be included within this Unon, ac- 
cording to their respective numbers of free persons. The actual en- 
numeration shall be made within two years from the date of the adop- 
tion of this amendment, in the manner provided by the Constitu- 
tion, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such man- 
ner as the Congress shall by law direct. The number of represen- 
tatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each 
State shall have at least one representative." 

Resolved, That his Excellency the governor be requested to 
transmit a copy ol the aforegoing resolves and the proposed amend- 
ment to each of the senators and mcinibers of the House of Repre. 
sentatives of this commonwealth in the Congress of the United Slates, 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor, be requested to trans, 
mit a copy of the same resoive and amendment to the executive of 
the United States and of the several States. 
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THOMAS MORRIS, 

I rejoice, that the abolition of slavery throughout the civilized 
world, is no longer probiematical ; it seems to be almost nniversally 
conceded, that this stupendous fraud upon a portion of the human 
race is fast drawing to a close, and the great question with us is truly, 
what measures are best suited to accomplish this desirable end in the 
United States. In our otherwise free and favored country, slavery 
seems to liave erected its strongest hold, and is not only striving to 
govern the councils of the country, the prcs^ and tho pulpit ; but 
even mind iisclf is attempted to be made subject to its rules ; rnd I 
should almost despait of successful resiwiance. .did, T not see r.nbo- 
died in the cause of frtreuoui more moral worth, more talent, more 
patriotism, more love of countiy, more dcvotedness to principles, than 
is embodied in any other cause in the United States. Yes. I repeat 
it, the gentlemen who are now, in our own country, engaged in the 
anti-slavcry cause, seem, to me, to possess more moral worth, more 
talent, more j)atriq5.i8m and love of country, than any other body of 
n)cn in the United States, not even excepting the public councils of 
the nation. It is true they are yet in the minority ; but if I am not 
mistaken, in every age and country of the world in which men have 
been compelled, by oppression, to sirikc for freedom, they have been 
at first but few in number and a persecuted race. But where they 
have been sincere, making truth and justice their guide, success has 
universally been the final result of their efforts. With us the slave 
has no power of action, nor can we consent that his freedom shall 
be the purchase of his own arm ; a merciful Providence, in order to 
prevent such dreadful catastrophes in our beloved country, has brought 
to his rescue, and united for his. deliverance, the warmest hearts and 
soundesi, heads of the nation ; and they present to iho world the new, 
strange and cheering phenomenon, of men enjoying all the blessings 
of liberty tliemselves, yet willing to devote their time, their means, 
their ail, to procure for the oppressed and down-trodden slave, tliose 
natural rights to which he is entitled, and which we promis-ed to all 
men as the cliief corner stone of our republican edifice. The moral power 
of such men is sufficient for this work, but that moral power must 
operate by means ; and the elective franchise is the great, if not the 
only means to make it effectual. Political action is necessary to pro- 
duce moral reformation in a nation ; and that action with us can only 
be eftectually exercised through the ballot box. And surely the bal- 
lot-box can never be used for a more noble purpose than to restore and 
secure to every man his inalidnable rights. It seems to me to be 
almost an impossi'jiUty, that a man can ba in favor of perpetuating 
American slavery, and yet be a friend to the principles of our govern- 
ment. If the ballot-box, then, is honestly and independently used, 
it alone will soon produce the extinguishment of slavery in our 
country. 
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For with what judgment ye jnd^o, ye shall ho judged : and with 
what measure ye Tnete, it shall be nieasuved to you again. 

To preach dclivercnce to iha capiives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at libcriy tlieni that are bruised. 

Where the spirit of the Lord is; there is liberty. 

RELIGIOUS ANd'mORAL TESTIMONY. 

PRESBYTERMJf SYXOD of Kexo York and PhUadelphia, 1787. 

The Synod of New York and Philadelphia, (1787,) do highly 
approve of the general principles in favor of universal liberty that jire- 
vail in America, and the interest which many of the states have taken 
in promotinj^j the abolition of slavery. They earnestly recommend it 
to all the members belonging to their communion, to give those per- 
sons who are at present hehl in servitude, such good education as to 
prepare them for the better enjoyment of freedom. And they more- 
over recommend that masters, whenever they find servants disposed 
to make a just improvement of the priviliege, would give thcrn a pecu- 
lium, or grant them sufficient tiilie, and sufficient means of procuring 
tlieir own liberty at a moderate rate ; that tliereby they may be brought 
into society with those habits of industry that may render tliem useful 
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citi2iens. And finally, l^ey recommend it to all their people to use the 
most prudent measures^ consistent witli the interests and the state of 
civil society in the countries where they live, to procure eventually the 
final abolition of slavery in America. 

Advice given by the »Ssseinbly, in relation to Slaveryy in 1815. 

"The General Assembly have repeatedly declared their cordial 
approbation of those principles of civil liberty which appear to be 
recognized by the Federal and State governments, in these United 
States. They have expressed their regret that the slavery of the 
Africans and of their descendants still continues in so many places, 
and even among those within the pale of the Church ; and have urged 
the Presbyteries under their ca<e, to adopt such measures as will 
secure at least to the rising generation of slaves, within the bounds of 
the Church, a religious education j tliat they may be prepared for tlie 
exercise and enjoyment olT libertyj when God, in his providence may 
open a door for their emancipatioiir 

",3 full expression of the Assembly's views of Slavery f in 1818. 

"We consider the voluntary enslaving of one part of the human 
race by another, as a gross violation of the most precious and sacred 
rights of Imman nature ; as utterly' inconsistent with the law of God 
wiiieh requires us to love our neighbor as ourselves ; and as totally 
irreconcilable with the spirit and principles of the gospel of Christ, 
which enjoin that * all things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, (io ye even so to Uiem.' Slavery creates a paradox in the 
moral system — ^it exhibits rational, accountable, and immortal beings 
in such circumstances as scarcely to leave them the power of moral 
action. It exhibits them as dependant on the will of others, whether 
they shall receive religious instruction ; whether they shall know and 
worship the true God ; whether they shall enjoy the ordinances of the 
gos-'pel ; wh<'tl»er they shall perform the duties and cherisli the endear- 
ments of husbands and wives, parents and children, neighbors and 
friends ; wh( thcr they shall preserve tiieir chastitv and purity, or 
regard the dictates of justice and humanity. Sucfi are some of the 
(•onsequen<;c3 of slavery ; conseqvences not imaginary^ bu<. which con- 
n :'ct ihcmsf'Ivcs wilh its very existence. The evils to wlucli the slave 
is alioays rx])osed, often take place in their very worst degree and form ; 
and where all of them do not take place, still the slave is deprived of 
his natural rights, degraded as a human being, and exposed to the 
danger of passing into the hand of a ?naster who :nay infiicl upon him 
all the hardships and injuries which inhunttmity and avarice may 
suggest. 

" NVe enjoin it on all Church Sessions and Presbyteries to discoun- 
tenance, and as far as possible to prevent all cruelty, of whate ver kind, 
in the treatment of slaves ; especially the cruelty of separating husband 
and wife, parents and cliildren ; and that which consists m selling 
slaves to those who will either themselves deprive those unhappy 
people of the blet'sings of the gospel, or who will transport them to 
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places where the gospel is not proclaimed, or whei-e it is forbidden to 
slaves to attend \X[)on its institutions. The manifest violation or dis- 
re<^ard of this injunction, ought to be considered as just ground for the 
discipline and censures of the Church. And if it shall ever happen 
that a Christian professor in our communion shall soil a slave who ia 
also in communion with our Church, contrary to his or her will and 
inclination, it ought immediately to claim the particular attention of the 
proper Church judicature j and imless there be such peculiar circum- 
stances attending the case as can but seldom happen, it ought to be 
followed without delay, by a suspension of the offender from all the 
privileges of the Church, till he repent and make all the reparation in his 
power to theiijjured party." — Digest of the General Assembly, page 341. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

There is only one condition previously required of those who desire 
admission into these societies, a desire to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to be saved from their sins. But wherever this is really fixed in 
tiie soul, it will be shown by its fruits. It is therefore expected of all 
who continue therein, that they should continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind, especially 
that which is most generally practised, such as — "i/ic buying and 
aelling of jiien, xeomen, &r chUdren, with an intention to enslave </tem." 

Of sL.iVBRT, — Question, — What shall be done for the extirpation 
of tiie evil of slavery ? 

^insioer 1. — We declare that we are as much as ever convinced of 
the great evil of slavery ; therefore, no slaveholder shall be eligible to 
any oflicial staiion in our Church hereafter ; where the laws of the 
state in which he lives will admit of emancipation, and permit the 
liberated slave to enjoy fri^edon>. 

Jinswer 2. — When any travelling preacher becomes an owner of a 
slave or staves, by any means he shall forfeit his ministerial character 
in our Church, unk-ns hti execute, if it be practicable, a legal emanci- 
pation of 5uc!i slaves, conformably to the laws of the state in which he 
lives. — Doctrine and Discipline. 

SAMUEL HOPKINS, D. D. 

Are you sure your slaves have a sufficiency of good food, in season ; 
and that tliey never want for comfbi table clothing and bedding? -Do 
you take great care to deal as well by thetn in these things, as you 
would wish others would treat your own children, were they slaves in 
a strange land ? If you:" servants complain, are you ready to attend 
to thenj ? Or do voy in such cases frown upon them, or do something 
W(»rse, so as to discourage their ever applying to yon, whatever they 
may miXt'i-y having learned that this would only be making bad worse? 
Do you never fly into a passion, and deal with them in great anc^er, 
deciding matters respecting them, and threatening tliem, and givmg 
sentence concerning them, from which they have no appeal, ana 
perhaps proceed to correct them, when to a calm bystander yon appear 
more fit to be confined in a bedlam, than to have live sovereign, uncon- 
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trollable dominion over your brethren, as the sole lawgiver, judge, and 
executioner? Do not even your children domineer over your slaves ? 
Must they not often be at the beck of an ungoverned, peevish child in 
the family ; and if they do not run at his or her call, and are not all 
submission and obedience, must tliey not expect the frowns of their 
masters, if not the whip ? 

If none of these things, my good sir, take place in your family, have 
we not reason to think you a most singular nistance ? How cotnmon 
are things of this kind, or worse, taking place between masters and 
their slaves? In how few instances, if in any, are slaves treated, as 
the masters would wish to have their own children treated, in like cir- 
cumstances ? How few are 6t to be masters ? To have the sovereign 
dominion over a number of their fellow men, being his property, and 
wholly at his disposal ; who must abide his sentence and orders, liow- 
ever unreasonable, without any possibility of relief 7 

But are we at the same time making slaves of many thousands of 
our brethren, who have as good a right to liberty as ourselves, and to 
whom it is as sweet as it is to us, and the contrary as dreadful ! Are 
we holfling them in the most abject, miserable state of slavery, without 
the least compassionate feeling towards tliem or their posterity , utterly 
refusing to take off the oppressive galling yoke I Oh, the shocking, 
the intolerable inconsistency ! And this gross, barefaced inconsistency 
is an open, practical condemnation of holding these our brethren in 
slavery ; and in these circumstances the crime of persisting in it becomes 
unspeakably greater and more provoking in God's sight ; so that all 
the former unrighteousness ana cruelty exercised in this practice, is 
innocence, compared with the awful guilt ihat is now contracted. 
And in allusion to the words of our Saviour, it ma)^ with great truth 
and propriety be &aid, "If he had not thus come in his Providence, and 
spoken unto us, (comparatively speaking,) we had not had sin, in 
making bond-slaves of our brethren ; but now, we have no cloak for 
our sin." — Dialogue on tSJncan Slavery^ 1776, republished 1785, by the 
J^. Y. Manumission Society, whose president was John Jay. 

JONATHAN EDWARDS. 

The eradication, or even the diminution of compassion, tenderness, 
and humanity, is certainly a great depravity of neart, and must be 
followj'rt with correspondent depravity of manners. And measures 
which lead to such depravity of heart and manners, (jannot but be 
extremely hurtful to the state, and consequently are extremely impolitic. 

African slavery is exceedingly impolitic, as it discourages industry. 
Nothing is more essential to the political prossperity of any state, than 
industry in the citizens. But in proportion as slaves are multiplied, 
everjr' kind of labor becomes ignominious ; and in fact, in those of the 
United States, in which slaves are the most numerous, gentlemen and 
ladies of any fashion disdain ta employ themselves in business, which 
in otaer states is consistent with tne dignity of the first families and 
first offices. In a country filled with negro slaves, labor belongs to 
tfaera only, and a white man is despised in proportion as he applies to 
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it. Now how destructive to industry in all of the lowest and middle 
clasfses of citizens, such a situation, and the prevalence of sucli ideas 
will be, you can easily conceive. The consequence is, that some will 
nearly starv'C, others will betake themselves to the most dishonest 
practices, to obtain the means of living. 

As slavery produces indolence in the white people, so it produces 
all those vices which are naturally connected with it ; stich as intem- 
perance, lewdness, and prodigality. These vices enfeeble both the 
body and the mind, and unfit men for any vigorous exertions and em- 
ployments, either external or mental j and those who are unfit for such 
exertions, are already a very degenerate race ; degenerate, not only 
in a moral, but a natural sense. They are contemptible too, and will 
soon be despised even by their negroes themselves. 

Slavery has a m(»st direct tendency to haughtiness also, and a domi- 
neering spirit and conduct in the proprietors of the slaves, in their 
children, and in all whc have the control of thorn. A man wh<! haa 
been bred up in domineering over negroes, can scarcttly avoid con- 
tracting such a habit of haughtiness and domination, as will express 
itself in his general treatment of mankind, whether in his private 
capacity, or in any otHce, civil o* military, with which he may be 
ves'ed. Despotism in economics naturally leads to despotism in 
politics, and domestic slavery in a free government is a perfect solecism 
m numan affairs. — The Injustice and impolicy of the siave-trade and oj 
tlie slttvei-y of the Jlfncans — a Seiinon in J>feio Hivcn, Sept. 15, 1791. 

ELIAS HICKS. 

We, in an enlightened age, have greatly surpassed, in brutality and 
injustice, the most ignorant and barbarous ages ; and while we are 
protending to the finest feelings of humanity, are exercising unpre- 
cedented cruelty. W^e have planted slavery in the rank soil of sordid 
avarice ; and the product has been misery in the extreme. 

The slavedeak'r, the slaveholder, and the slavedriver arc virtually 
the regents of tlie consumer. Whatever we do by another, we do 
ourselves. 

JESSE TORREY, Jr. 

To enumerate all the horrid and aggravating instances of man- 
stealing, which are known to have occurred in the state of Delaware, 
witlan the recollection of many of the citizens of that state would 
^ require a volume. In many cases, whole families of free colored people 
' have been attacked in the night, beaten nearly to death with clubs, 
gagged and bound, and dragged into distimt and hopeless captivity ; 
leavTn^ no traces behind, except the blood from their wounds. 

During the last winter, the house of a free black family was broken 
open, an(i its defenceless inhabitants treated in ^e manner just men- 
tioned, except that the mother escaped from their mercil<>sa grasj), 
while on their Vay to the state of Maryland. The plunderers, of whom 
there were nearly half a dozen, conveyed their prey upon hovsos ; and 
the woman beuig placed on one of the horses, bchmd, improved an 
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opportunity, as they were passing a house, and sprang off. Not daring 
to pursue her, they prooeedetl on, leaving her youngest child a little 
further along, by the side of the road, in expectation, it is supposed, 
that its cries would attract the mother ; but she prudently waited until 
morning, and recovered it again in safety. 

From the best infonnation that I have had opportunities to collect, 
in travelling my various routes through the states of Delaware and 
Maryland, I am fully convinced that there are, at this time, within the 
jurisdiction of the united States, several thousands of legally free 
people of color, toiling under the yoke of involuntary servitude, and 
transmitting tlie same fate to their posterity ! — Domestic Slavery and 
Kidnapping. 

JOHN KENRICK. 

" The Horrors of Slavery.''^ — ^To invite attention to this melancholy 
subject, and to excite sympathy for the sufflmn^ is the object of this 
publication. Tlie compiler firmly believes that Tiia countrymen stand 
exposed to the righteous rebukes of Providence for this glaring incon- 
sistency and inhumanity ; that whether they shall be tried at the bar 
of reason^ the bar of conscience, or the bar of God, they may justly be 
condemned out of their own mouths ; and that all t\mT arguments, and 
all their fightings for liberty, may be produced as evidence, that as a 
people, they do unto others as tney would not that others should do 
unto them. The suff3riag and degraded sons of Africa are groaning 
under bondage in a land of boasted freedom, — nay, groaning under 
oppression from the hands of men wiio would probably mvolve a whole 
nation in war and bloodshfid—or even set the world on fire, rather than 
submit to a fiflidh part of the violation of natural rights which they 
inflict on the African race. 

Whenever the government of the United States shall come to the 
righteous and consistent determination, that all the inhabitants shall be 
free, it is believed that no insurmountable obstacles will be foimd in 
the way of its accomplishment. Whether it would be just, and equal, 
and eligible, to take inoney from the public treasury to redeem Afncan 
slaves, may possibly become a question for the consideration of con- 
o;ress. It may not, however, be amiss for the people to inquire whether 
It would be more just and equitable to continue to withhold from more 
than a million (now two millions) of our fellow beings those essential 
blessings, without which we ourselves should consider life insupportable. 

If it should bo pleaded that the powers of the general government 
are too limited to ensure the personal, civil, and religbus liberties of 
all ; can a doubt be entertained of the readiness of the people, when 
they fairly understand the subject, to enlarge those powers to any 
extent necessary for the attainment of an object of such transcendant 
importance? To say "they would not," would be to Utter a most 
shameful libel against a majority of the freemeaof the United States, 
— The Horrors of Slm^ery. 

7* 
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WILLIAM PENN. 

"Amongst the many instances of the humanity of his character, 
we must reckon his attention to the civilization and instruction of 
the Indians ; and the same care extended to the poor negleck^'^ Af- 
ricans, who were employed at that time as slaves in the province. 
It was not then deemed infamous to traffic in slaves ; but some of 
the Quaker,s at their yearly meeting for Pennsylvania, held in 1688, 
perceived its iniquity, and resolved tliat the buying, selling, and 
holding men in slavery, was inconsistent with the tenets of the chris. 
tian religion ; and in consequence of these opinions had begun to 
treat their slaves as the children of the universal parent, and joint 
heirs of the same hopes of a glorious i<n mortality. 

*• A meeting was appointed particularly for them, to be held once 
every month ; and as a further security for their comfort and improve- 
ment, a legislative act was proposed in their favor. Marriage was 
encouraged among them, and they were induced by precept and ex- 
ample to lead an orderly, sober life. But in these excellent resolu- 
tions, he had the mortitication to meet with some opposition." — Pris. 
cilia Wakefield. 

ELIAS HICKS. 

In the pride of our own hearts, we are endeavoring to be exalted 
through the .?rucl oppression of our fellow creatures. Our poor fel- 
low creatures are held in the most cruel bondage all their lives, while 
some are feasting on the result of their labors, and becoming en- 
riched from them, even by the sweat and blood of their fellow crea- 
tures against their will. And they are forced to it by their cruel 
masters. 

I>Jow let us seek for the root of all this. Had man been rational 
in all his actions, it never could have been the case. For when we 
consider that Almighty goodness has dispensed to every one a mea- 
sure of his grace and of his Holy Spirit, whereby we are to profit, 
how astonishing it appears that a fellow creature could ever put his 
hand out to bring into bondage another fellow creature ! But it is all 
founded in iniquity, tradition, and custom. 

Look at this deeply, my dear friends, for we are deeply in debt. 
And when I look round sometimes, I feel as if it were almost im- 
possible for the people of this land to clear themselves of this iniqui- 
ty. It has been of so iong continuance, and they have brought them- 
selves so deeply in debt, that it seems as if they could neyer make 
reconciliation for their injustice ; and especially iso, as it regards the 
professing people called Quakers. How could thdy ever have con- 
sented to hold a slave, to buy or scSI one, or to live by a neighbor 
who had one, without bearing testimony against him ? Could they 
ever do it without relinquisluiig their principle ? While the light of 
truth in tlie heart was their ^uide as well as tiieir profession, "Jiey 
never could ; for every one muat acknowledge that this oppression ia 
founded in iniquity, ungodliness and sin. And we u~>ust be astonished 
how a person, profesBing what we as a society profess, could for one 
moment lay his power upon a fellow creature, and by dint of the 



EUAS HICKS. 



79 



sword, keep iiim under his power, and drive Iiiiii to his work with, 
out giving liiin a reward. You must know that the sword has oj)e- 
rated, or there never woukl liavc been a slave; it was hy {he power 
of the sword that they were brought under, and into tliis oppret wion ; 
and so it is tlie dread of the sword that keeps thcni there. Fur were 
a slave to believe for a moment, that the sword would not be e.ver- 
cisod upon him, lie would be no longer a slave— he could not be one. 
fiere then, we .see the force of tradition and custom, as Jc.sns de- 
clared concerning tlic Scribes and Piiariaces — "Thus have ye made 
the coniniandnients of God of none effect by yoar traditions." 

Now what could operate upon those, who have set;ined to be .some- 
what willing minded, and who are professing as wo do, to lead them 
fo hold a fellow crcaturo for a niomcnt in slavery 'f It is the dread- 
ful consequence of tradition, by which the commandmcntii of God 
are made of none cifect. 

Now j)ause, dear fi-icnds and people. What is' our condition. ? 
Arc we t-trenglhcning the hands of the oppressor? If so, we are 
guilty ; for the partakers of that which has been procured by robbery 
and stealing, arc considered as bad as the principal actors. Now 
this is a small matter, wiicn comj)ared with taking away the free 
agency of our fellows, wldcii is every thijjg to them -it is thfc source 
of all their joy and pleasure. They are thus reduced to jniscrablc, 
aljjfct aiiimals, with.out nx\y privilege to think or act for themselves. 
How the robber and the thief sink on a comparipon with the op])res' 
por ! For the thief gees silily, and g^ji.s a little from his fellow crca* 
turcy but docs not hurt his person, and perhaps geis but a portion of 
what the other enjoys; and sometimes the other is as well wilhout it 
as wiih it.* 

And how is it with the robber ? Ho does Kotwaut to do an act of 
violcjiric, if he can get his prey ; and when the property is given up, 
he leaves tlic owner to get more, or enjoy what he may have left. 
But hi us look on the other side at the injustice and cruelty which is 
maniiestcd towards our fellow creatures, when we destroy the liberty 
of iliosc to whom God has given a choice. Here we see that a erea. 
(ore rises up before God Almighty, and presumes to lake away the 
free agency of a fellow creature, and to bring lum into a state of 
Slavery and oppression, and to destroy hia will. And if he should 
exert it a liule, v.>hat comes next ? The sWord or the lash ! How 
many ihere are, v.'ho, for r>j>caking their own will a little, have fallen 
dead bi?forc tiieir n)a:^ters. 

I want us to go into an examination for ourselves, that we may 
fee wliat Vi O)u]crful power tradition has, among those, even, who 
have seen thi^^ oppression to be superfluous. Yet being long in the 
;«raclice of seeing it, and having grown up from the cradle in the 
midst 'if it. i tK v fall into and bcconre amalgamated with those who are 
guiily of it. And so it is they continue using the produce of their 
poor miserable fellow creatures, who are dying daily. For their suf. 
fcring is like a slow torment to bring them to their end, like fJhat 
which cruel tyrants of the earth have sometimes devised, to caum 
tlieir victims to be a great while under torture, instead of taking tlieir 
life suddenly. 
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TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 

From the Poem " Greenfield Hill," dedicated to John Adamf. 

Ofl wing'd by thought J seek those Indian isles, 

Where endless spring with endless summer smiles ; 

Where fruits of gold unlir'd Vertumnus pours. 

And Flora dances o'er undying flowert^ 

There, as I walk through fields as Eden gay, 

And breathe the incense of immortal day, 

Ceaseless I hear the smacking whip rebound — 

Hark ! that shrill scream ! those groans of death resound 

See those throng'd wretches pant along the plain, 

Tug the hard hoe, and sigh in hopeless pain I 

Yon mother loaded with her sucking child. 

Her rags with frequent spots of blood defil'd, 

Drags slowly fainting on ; the fiend is nigh, 

Rings the shrill cowskin, roars the tiger cry. 

In pangs the unfriended suppliant crawls along, 

And shrieks the prayer of agonizing wrong. 

Why glows yon oven with a sevenfold fire ? 

Crisp'd in the flame behold a man expire I 

ho I by tiiat vampyre's hand, yon infant dies ; 

Its brains dash'd out beneath its father's eyes ! 

Why shrinks yon slave with horror from his meat ? 

Heavens ! 'tis his flesh the wretch is forced to eat ! 

Why streams the life blood from that female throat ? 

She sprinkled gravy on a guest's new coat ! 

Why crowd those groaning blacks the docks around ' 

Those sc>eams announce, that cowskins' crackling souad 

See that poor victim hanging from the cr.ane, 

While loaded weights his limbs to torture strain. 

At each keen stroke, far spouts the buisting gore, 

And shrieks and dying groans fill all the shore. 

Around in throngs his brother victims wait, 

And feel in every stroke their corning fate ; 

While each with palsied hands, and shuddering fears. 

The cause, the rule, the price of torment bears. 

Hark, hark, from morn to night the realm aroupd, 

The cracking whip, keen taunt, and shriek resound. 

O'ercast are all the splendors of the spring, 

Sweets court in vain ; in vain the warblers sing. 

Illusions all ! 'tis Tartarus round me spreads 

His dismal screams and melancholy shades. 

The damned, sure, here clank th' eternal chain, 

And waste with grief, or agonize with pain. 

A Tartarus new ! emission strange of hell, 

Guilt wreaks the vengeance, and the guiltiej?s feel, 

The heart not formed of flint here all things read, '-^ 

Each fair a fury, and each man a fiend. 

From childhood train'd to every baleful ill^ 

And their first sport to torture or to kill. * 
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ELIPHALET NOTT. 

" VVliatever tends to divert the attention of any cojnmnnity from 
iirrtieijt industry, and to substitute any other plan, of operations for a 
livelihotK], is an enemy to the race. Slavery docs this, as its object 
is to tax the sweat and sinew of its victims, that its institutors and 
abettors may live without labor, and spend their time in idleness and 
luxury ; it is therefore, an enemy to the peace and prosperity of any 
people among whom it exists ; it is contrary t^a the ord(!i- of nature, 
and tlie lavs of our being and benevolence would invite to labor for 
its removal. In proof of liis position, the Dr. clearly exhibited tlio 
striking contrast in prosperity and liappiness which is so conspicuous 
between those sections of the world where slavery exists, and labor 
is avoided as dircputable, and tliose where universal fa?cdorn an<i li- 
berty reign. He pointed out the greater security for pro^terty and 
life, where honest labor and freedom dwell, than where an import anl 
portion of the people live upon the unrequited toil of those who groan 
under tl)e yoke of interminable servitude. In the one these great 
interests are made safe by a hcitlthy public sentiment, and the en 
forcement of salutary laws ; in the other, attempts arc made to securo 
them by the private operation of the pistol, the dirk, and the faowia 
knife. ' Oh! for a lodge in some vast wilderness,' ho cried, ending 
with, ' I would not have a slave to till my ground, to carry me and 
fan me while I sleep and f.rcnible when I wake, for all the gold which 
sinews bos'jjht and sold have ever earned ! No I dear as freedom is, 
and in my heart's estimation prized above all price, I would much 
rather be myself the slave, and wear the bonds, than fasU3a ihcia 
on him.' A', the conclusion of this beautiful extract from Cowper, 
which was uttered in Dr. Nott's peculiar, emphatic and eloquent 
manner, a loud burst of applause and clveering succeeded. 

He then declared, that notwithstanding these seniimcntg, he 
would not say a word to encourage the disturbance or severance of 
the constituted relation and connection wiiich formed the Union, or 
interfere in the least degree with the rights of independent States. 
Although slavery was contra»y to the eternal and immutable laws of 
our being, and therefore, retarded and opposed our true interests slb 
a nation, yet if we of the North had, in the origin of our govern- 
ment agreed to give a ' pound of Jlesh,* let us give it to the full ex- 
tent of the bond; yet, let not those who choose to maintain this un- 
natural and unpropitious * institution,* exact of those who reject it, 
any greater concessions in its favor, than is contained in that * bond.* 
Do they contend that we shall not interfere with iheir » rights ?' then 
let them not interfere with our ♦ rights,' or complain if we use our 
* speech' or our ' press' in declaring the truth concerning this unpro. 
fitable institution, for these are our birth-' righV and finuly guarftrt. 
teed inviolate too by this same • hand of union,-^ — Address to tA# 
lieW'York State Agricultural Society, Sept. 1841. 
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JAMES T. WOODBURY. 

We can vote slavery down in Columbia and in our territones. 
" But," it is objected, " it will dissolve the Union." Mr. Eirney says, 
the South never will do it, for they cannot support themselves, and we 
are more liable to go there and fight, to keep their slaves in subjection. 
The slaves, if they are freed, will not come here, their labor is wanted 
in the South. The South do not hate the black skin with which God 
has covered them, as we do. "But O they smell bad." No bad smell 
while they are slaves ; they are about the persons of their masters and 
mistresses, and nurse their children, and do not scent them with the 
bad smell, — but as soon as they are free — bad smell. 

EVAN LEWIS. 

Much has been said by the advocates and apologists of slavery, 
about the danger of emancipation — that it would be accompanied or 
foilow^ed by insurrections, massacres, and servile war. Now no sane 
man desires to turn loose upon society, a horde of ignorant men, either 
white or black, without the salutary restraints of law. We wish to 
see the assumed right of property in human flesh abolished, and tJie 
laws made for the prolectioUf as well as for the government and re- 
straint, of every man of every nadon and color. To place every man 
under the protection of the law, and to abolish that licentiousness and 
tyranny which are now tolerated, would be to restore society to its 
natural order, and give every man an interest in the preservation of the 
peace and harmony of the community. All fear of hostility and 
temptations to excite insurrections, or to shed the blood of the white 
men, would he banished with the removal of the cause which produce 
them. In all cases where the experiment has been tried, [in the West 
Indian Islands.] our reasonino; from the nature of man, and the in- 
fluence which just treatment will always exert on his moral character, 
has been proved by universal facts. — :Genius of Universal Emancipation. 

EDWARD C. DELEVAN. 

I am glad to say that I have already joined the " Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety." I have \on^ felt that it was my duty to do so, and i have only 
been detened by the fear of injuring the cauisu of Temperance, with 
which cause you know my name has in some measure been identified. 
I have, in fact, been practising that kind of expediency, which I have 
been so ready to condemn in others, with regard to the cause of Tem- 

Ferance. I nave ioined the " Anti-Slavery Society," for the reason that 
believe it to be doing about all that is now attempted for the relief of 
our country from tiie sin of slavery, for that slavery, as t|now exists in 
these United States is a high handed sin J have no doubt Other 
societies may be doin^ much for Africa, and for the elevation of free 
colored people ; but, tor the final relief of our beloved country and ow 
enslaved brethren, your society, amon^ human instrumentalities, now 
seemB to me the only hope. That the Anti-Sla;'ery Society may be 
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the instrument under God, by kind arguments and Christian entreaty, 
not only of enlightening the public opinion of the north as to ihe sin 
and evil of slavery, but, whr^t is of still greater moment, of afTecting 
the hearts of our christian brethren of the south and leading them as a 
matter of interest, as well as duty, to rid fhemselves of a cuTse, and our 
country of its deepest stain, shall be my daily prayer. — Letter to Gerrit 
Smitli. 

ROBERT J. BRECKENKIDGE. 

Just and equal I what care I, whether my pockets are picked, or the 
proceeds of my labor are taken from me ? What matters it whether 
my horse is stolen, or the value of him in my laLor be taken from mo ? 
Do wc talk of violating the rights of masters, and depriving them of 
their property in their slaves? And will some onCj^tell us, it" there be 
any thing in which a man has, or can have, so perfect a right of 
property, as in his own limbs, bontiu, and sinews? Out upon such 
folly! Tlie man who cannot see that involuntary domestic slavery, 
as it exists among us, is founded upon the principle of taking by tbrce 
that which is another's, has simply no moral sense. 

We utter but the common sejitiment of mankind v/hen we say, none 
ever continue slaves a moment after they are conscious of their a! ility 
to retrieve their freedom. The constant tendency for fifty yeara h.as 
been to accumulnte the black population upon the southern slates; 
already in some of them the blacks exceed the whites, and in mout of 
them jncrea;se above the increase of the whites in the same utatcs, 
with a ratio that is absolutely startling ; [the annual increase in the 
Unitet?. States is sixtj thousand ;] the slave population could brino; into 
action a larger portion of efficient men, peifectly inured to hardships, to 
the 'climate, and privations, than any ot!;er population in the world; 
and tliey have in distant sections, and on various occasions, manifested 
already a desperate purpose to shake off the yoke. In such an event 
we ask not any heart to decide where would human sympatliy and 
earthly glory stand; we ask not in the fearful words of Jeffeiaon, what 
attribute of Jehovah would allow him to take part with us ; we ask 
only — and the answer settles the argument — which is like to be the 
stronger side? 

Nature, and reason, and religion unite in their hostility to this system 
of foll^' and crime. How it will end, time only can reveal ; but the 
light of heaven is not clearer than that it must end. — Jijrkaa Repository, 
Jan, 1834. 

FRANCIS WAYLAND. 

Its effects muf<t be disastrous upon the morals of both parties. By 
presenting objects on whom passion can be satisfied without resistance 
and v^rithout redress, it cultivates in the master, pride, anger, cruelty, 
selfishness, and licentiousness. By accustoming the slave to subject 
his moral orinciples to the will of another, it tend« to abolish in hira 
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all moral distinction, and thus fosters in him, lying, deceit, hypocrisy, 
dishonesty, and a willingness to yield himself np to minister to the 
appetite of his master— J)/ora/ Science. 

ALONZO POTTER. 

Brethren, if God so loved lis, we ought also to love one another. 
Tliis is the argument on which I would rely, in asking your charity 
this evenin'j;. Tlie neglected and ill-fated race for whom I plead, arc 
brethren with us of one family. The hand of the Creator may have 
imprinted on their features, a hue and complexion less delicate than 
ours. Man's rapacity may have torn them trom their native land, and 
reduced them to the condition of slaves and menials here. And 
weighed down bp oppression, bereft of hope, and having none to care 
for thrir souls, they may, too often, have sunk into vice and debase- 
ment. But, my friends, standing in this holy place — in liis iinmediiite 
presence, who has made of onciilood all the nations of the earth, and 
given his Son to be a ransom for the inhabitans of every one alike ; I 
can listen to no such facts as an excuse for apathy or avarice. If this 
unfortunate people have a physical nature less pei/ect than ours, God 
forbid tiiat this, their misfortune, should be imputed to them as their 
crime. Still they have all the attributes of men — "the same organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, passions. They are fed with tlie same 
food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same diseases, warmed 
nnd cooled by the same wiater and summer," that a white man is. — 
Discoxirse before the African School Society, Schenectady JV, Y. 

WILLIAM E. CHANNING. 

With the free we are to plead his cause. And this is pecaliarly our 
duty, because we have bound ourselves to resist his etTorts for his own 
emancipation. We suffer him to do nothing for himself. The more, 
then, should be done for hira. Our physical power is pledged against 
him in case of revolt. Then our moral power should L<; exerted lor 
his relief. His weakness, which we increase, gives him a claim to tlie 
only aid we can afford, to our moral sympathy, to the free and faithful 
exposition of his wiiongs. As men, as Christians, ai. citizens, we have 
duties to the slave, as well as to every other member of the ccinnmnity. 
On this point we have no liberty. The eternal Jaw binds us to take 
the side of the injured ; and this law is peculiarly obligatory, when we 
forbid him to lift an arm in his own defence. 

Th(;re is, however, there must be, in slaveholding communities a 
large class which cannot be too severely condemned. There are many 
we fear, very many, who hold their fellow-cr-atures in bondage, from 
selfish, base motives. They hold the slave for gain, whether justly or 
un'ustly they neither ask nor care. They cling to him as property, 
and have no faith in the principles which will diminish a man's wealth. 
They hold him, not for his own good or the safety of the state, but 
with precisely tl e same views with which they hold a laborintr horse, 
that is, for the profit which they can wring from him. They will not 
hear a word of hia wrongs ; for, wronged or not, they will not let him 
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go. He is tlieir property, and they mean not to be poor for righteous- 
ness' sake. Such a clas.n there undoubtedly is among alavehohJers ; 
how large their own consciences must determine. We are tiure of it ; 
for under sucliciicumstances human nature will and must come to this 
mournful result. ]Now, to men of tliis spirit, the explanations we have 
made do in no degree apply. Such men ought to treniblc before the 
rebukes of outraged humanity and indignant virtue. Slavery, upheld 
for gain, is a great crime. He, who has nothing to urge against eman- 
cipation, but that it will make him poorer, is bound to unmediate eman- 
cipation. He has no excuse for wresting from his brethren their rights. 
The plea of benefit to the slave and the state avails him nothing. He 
extorts, by the lash, that labor to which he has no claim, through a base 
selfishness. Every rnorsel of food, thus forced from the injured, ought 
to be bitterer tlian gall. His gold is cankered. The sweat of the 
slave taints the luxuries for which it streams. Better were it for the 
selfish wrong doer of whom 1 speak, to live as the slave, to clothe him- 
self in the slave's raiment, to eat the slave's coarse food, to till his 
fields with his own hands, than to pamper himself by day, and pillow 
vhis head on down at night, at the cost of a wantonly injured fellow- 
creature. 

I know it will be said, "You would make us poor." Be poor, then, 
and thank God for your honest poverty. Better be poor than unjust 
Better beg than steal. Better live in an almshouse, better die than 
trample on a fellow-creature and reduce him to brute, for selfish 
gratitication. What! have we yet to learn that *' it profits us nothing 
to gain the whole world, and lose our souls ?" 

Slavery must fall, because it stands in direct hostility to all the 
grand movement^}, principles, andreform« of <vur age, because it stands 
in the way of an advancing^ world. One great idea stands out amidst 
the discoveries and improvements of modern times. It is, that man 
IS not to excrcitte arbitrary, irresponsible power over man. To re- 
strain power, to divide and balanctj it, to create responsibility for its 
just use, to secure the individual against its abuse, to substitute law 
for privaic will, to shield the weak from the strong, to sfive to the 
injured the «,ri^3ans of redress, to set a fence round every man's pro- 
perty and rijrhls, in a word, to socure liberty, — such, under various 
expressions, is the great object on which philosophers, patriot^?, philan 
ihropists, have long fixed their tiiousr! its an.l boprs. It is rcmarjuible, 
and one of the happy omens of the times, that even absolute frov .-rr,. 
mcnls have reached, in a measure, this eftand idea. They pro.- en i 
themselves as tlie guardians of libci'ty. Tiiey profess their desire aii.l 
purpose to sustain equal laws, under which all mt-n, from the higher' 
to the lowest, shall find effectual proteetion for their rights. The dit^- 
tinguished Pru.siiian historian, Raumer, in his letters on Enjrland,inain. 
tains, that his own government, which foreigners call dv3spotic, does 
not rest on private will, and that it ensures, on the whole, greater 
freedom to the subject, than thr: Britssh people can boast. Thus des- 
potism does homage to the great id a'- and spirit of our timus ; and 
yet in the midstof this progress, in the face of this universal reverence 
for human rights, ths slaveholder stands apart, and seta up hio claim 
to ownership of his fellow-creatures, 
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DOCTOR CHANNING. 

The great evil [of Slavery] is, the contempt and violation of hutna£: 
rights, the injustice which treats a man as a brute, and which breaks 
his spirit to make him a human tool. It ia the injustice, which de- 
nies ijim the moans of improvement, which denies him scope for his 
powers, wjiich dooms liJSn to an unchangeable lot, which robs him of 
tlie primitive right of human nature, that of bettering his outward and 
inward state. It i» the injustice, which converts iiis social connec- 
tions into a curse. Here, perhaps, the influence of slavery is mos^t 
blighting. Our social connections are intended by God to be among 
our chief means of improvement and happiness ; and a system, whicli 
wars with these, is the most cruel outrage on our nature. Other men's 
chief relations are to wife and children, to brother and sister, to beings 
endeared by nature, and who awaken the lu^art to tj.'nderiiess and 
faithful love. The slave's chief relation is to his owner, to the man 
who wrongs him. This it is, which above all things determines hU 
lot, and this infuses poison into all hi» other social connections. Thj| 
destroys the foundation of domestic happiness by sullying female pii. 
rity, by extinguishing in woman tiic sense of honor This violates 
the sanctity of the marriage bond. This tears the wife from the hus- 
band, or cohdenins her to insult, perhaps, laceration in his sigJit. This 
takes from the pajent his children. His cliildren belong to another, 
and arc disposed of for another's gain. Thus God's great provisions 
Jtor softening, refining, elevating human nature are thwarted. Thus 
Bocial ties arc liable to be turned into bitterness and wrong. 

An et clesiastkai document» which appeared not long ago in some 
of our papers, is a strong illustration of the influence of slavery on 
the relations of domestic life. It confirms, what we have often heard, 
that the slaves are commanded to matry or live together, for the pur. 
pose of keeping up the stock of the esL;^te, It shows us, too, that 
when slaves arc sold at a distance from their original homes, they ise 
commanded to give np their wives or husbands whom they have left, 
and to serve the estate by forming new connections. Against this 
tyranny one would thvnk; that the slave would find some prutection 
in bis roligions teachers. One would think, that the Christian minister 
would interpose, to save the colored member of the church from bf;- 
ing forced to renounce the wife from whom he had been torn ; that 1^ 
wo;iId struggle to rescue him from an adulterous uni<m, against which 
his aff'cctions as well as yensc of duty may revolt, liut, according to 
thifs document an association of ministers decreed, that the slave soli 
at a distance, hum his home, was to be regarded as dead to his former 
wife ; that he was not be treated in this concern as a free a^ent ; that 
he was not to be countenanced by the church in n sisting hlsmaster's 
will. The document is given below. What a comment on Southern 
jp.-ititutions ! It shows how religion is made tiseir tool, how Chris- 
tianity is used to do violence to the most sacred feelings and liesythat 
thii breed of slaves may be kept up, it shows us, that this iniqiiitoua 
aystcra pollutes by its touch, the divinest, tne holiesL provision of G.):x 
for himian happiness and virtue. — Channing's Remarks on the Slavery 
Question. 
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A. S. CONVENTION OF AMERICAN WOMEN. 
Address, Philadelphiat May 17, 1838. 

By the constitution of the United States, the whole physical f owcir 
of tli« north is pledged for the suppression of domestic insurrections, 
and should the slaves, maddened by oppression, endeavor to shake 
off the yoke of the taek-masler, the men of the north are bcund to 
make common cause with the (wrant, and put down, at the point of 
the bayonet, every effort on the part of the slave for the attaintment 
of his freedom. And when the father, husbandr son, and brother 
shall have left their homes to mingle in the unholy warfare, ♦* to be- 
come the executioners of their brethren, or to fall themselves by their 
hands," will the mother, wife, daughter, and sister feel that they 
have no interest in this subject ? Will it be easy to convince thera 
that it is wo concern of theirs, that their homes are rchdcrod deso- 
late, and their habitations the abodes of wretchedness ? Sursly this 
consideration is of itself sufficient to arouse the slumbering energies 
of woman, for the overthrow of a system which thus threatens to lay 
in ruins the fabric of her domestic happkiess ; and she will not be de. 
terred from the performance of her duty to herself, her family, and 
her country, by the cry of «* political question.'^ 

But admitting it to bo a political question, have we no interest in 
the welfare of our country ? May we not permit a thought to si ray 
bayond the narrow limits of our own family circle, and of the pre. 
sent hour ? May wc not breathe a sigh over the miseries of our 
countrymen, nor utter a word of remonstrance against the unjust 
laws that are crushing tliein to the earth ? Must we witness " the 
headlong rage or headless folly," with which our nation is rushing 
onward to ''"struction, and not seek to arrest its downward course ? 
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Shall we silently behold the lai.d which \vc love with all the heart- 
tvanu afleelio.i of cJiildicn, rendered a hissing and a reproacli through- 
out the world, by this system which is already " toiling- the death- 
bell of her decease among the nations?" No ; the events of the last 
two years have " cast their dark shadows befpre," over-cloudiug the « 
bright pros'ijccts of the future, and shrouding the destinies of our 
country in uinre than midniglit gloom, and we cannot remain inac- 
tire. Our country is as d^ar to us as to the proudftst etatesman, and 
the more closely our hearts cling to our allai"a and our homes," the 
more fervent are our aspirations that every inhabitant of our land 
may be protected in his fireside enjoyments by just .and equal laws ; 
that the foot of the tyrant may no longer invade the domestic sanc- 
tuary, nor his hand tear asunder those whom God himself has united 
by the most bo'.y ties. Let our course, then, still be onward .' Jus- 
lice, humanuy, patriotistn, every high and every holy motive urge 
us forward, and we dare not refuse to obey." 

Mary S. PAnKen. 
Maria W. Chapman, 
Catharine M. Suluvan, 
Susan Paul, and others. 

ABBY KELLEY 

Offered the following resolution, which was adopted ; 

WhcrCv^iSj a vast portion of the wealth of the north has accrued, 
and is still accruuig, from the slave system, either directly in the 
holding of slaves, by northern, citizens, or indirectly by our social and 
commercial intercourse with -slaye.hoiding, conimmiities ; therefore, 

Resolvedi That we are -very deeply implicated in the sin of using 
our brother's j;ervice without wages,.. and of holding in our hands the 
gains of oppression ; consequently it is our duty to bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance, by laboring, devotedly in tlie service of the 
spoiled, and by contributing with unsparing liberality to the treasury 
of the slave. , . 



BOSTON FEMALE A. S. SOCIETY. 

We call on you in the prevailing name of our common Christianity, 
and by the power of freedom upon youi* own souls, to resolve the de- 
liverance of the captive, and to labijr immediately for its fulfilment. 
Gather yourselves together sl^ societies or as individuals, we entreat 
you ; and increase by combination every power you possess, for the 
service of freedom. Where two or three, even, are gathered together 
with this hdly purpose, there is his spirit in the midst of them who 
same to proclaim deliverance. Let us It/car your voiecs of encourage, 
tnent from the utmiost limits of Massachasetts ; and depend on us to 
cheer and encourage your hopes of speedy emancipation for tho 
American «rave, if the sight of earnest and devoted labor on our part 
can produce that effect 

THANKFUL SOUTHWICK, Pres. 
Anne Warren Weston, Sec. pro. tern. 
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HANNAH F. GOULD. 
Who is thy Neighbor? 

Thy neighbor ! Yonder toiling slave, 

Fetter'd in thought and limb, 
Whose thoughts ate all beyor-i the grave 

Go thou and ransom him. 

Whene'er thou mect'st a human form 

Less favor'd than thine own, 
Remember 'tis thy neighbor worm, 

Thy brother, or thy son. ?> 

O pass not, pass not heedless by ; 

Perhai)s thou canst redeem 
The breaking heart from rai^ry ; 

Go share thy lot with him. 

ELIZABETH MARGARET CHANDLER, 

The Domestic Slave-trade. — This is the most indefensible, as well as 
the most detestible feature in the system of slavery. It will not admit 
of even an attempt at justification. There are manjr who profess to 
deplore the existence of slavery, who yet consider its abolition im- 
practicable, or unjust to the owners of slavas, or dangerous to the 
community. Others again, will descant largely on the "blessings and 
advantages of slavery to those who are favored with the enjoyment of 
its benefits, ending with a declaration that their situation, if restored to 
fre(}dom, would be infinitely more deplorable. But none of these rea- 
sons can be urged in l-fihalf of this .shameful traffic. It is a guilt and an 
infamy for which 005- country has no excuse. If her slave population 
was entailed upon her against her will, and cannot now be got rid of. 
she is at least, und ir no compulsion to permit herself to be disgraced 
by this infamous traffic. 

Slave Produce. — One would suppose that the bare knowledge of tlie 
terrible price at which tl)ose cherished comforts have been procured, 
would cause a woman to turn shuddering and loathingly away, as 
though they were infected with a taint of blood. And the curse of 
blood is upon them ! Though the dark red stain may not be there 
visibly, yet the blood of all the many thousands of the slain, who have 
died amid the horrors and loathsemenessof the nlave-ship-^been hurled 
by rapacious cruelty to the yawning wave, or sprang to its bosom m 
the madness of their proud despair— of those who have pined away to 
death beneath the slow tortures of a broken heart, who have perished 
beneath the tortures of inventive tyranny, or on the ignominious 
gibbet-*all tins lies with a fearful M'eio;!)t upon this most foul and 
unnatural system, and that insatiable thirst for luxury and wealth in 
which it first originated, and by which it is still perpetuated, 

8* 
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Think of our country's glary. 

All dimra'd with Afric^s tear*— > 
Her broad Hag stain'd and gory 

With th« hoHTded guilt of yean { 

Think of the frantic mother, 
' LamciiUing for her child, 
Till falling lashes smother 
Her cries of anguish wild ! 

Think of the prayers ascending 

Yet slinekM, alas ♦ in vain, 
When heart from heart is rending 

Ne'er to be joined again. 

Shall we behold, unheeding. 

Life's holiest feelings crush'd ? 
When woman's heart is bleeding-, 

Shall woman's voice be hush'o? 

Oh, no ! by every blessing 

That Heaven to thee may lendt— » 
Remember their oppression, 

Forget not, sister, friend. 

E. M. ChatidUr'9 W&rk», 



TO PRUDENCE CRAKDALI.. 

Heaven bless thee noble lady, 

In thy purpose, good and high ! 
Give knowledge to the thirsting mmd, 

Light to the asking eye ; ' 
Unseal the intellectual'page, 

For those from whom dark pride. 
With tyriint and unholy hands. 

Would fain its treaisures liide. 

Still bear thou up unyielding. 

'Gainst persecution's shock, 
Gentle as woman's self yet firm 

And moveless as a rock ; 
A thousand spirits yield to the© 

Their gushing sympathies. 
The blessing ut a thousand hearts 

Around thy pathway lies. S. M. Ct 



PRUOBNCB CRANUALL. 

This enterprising and philanthropic young lady has been tri©3 and 
convicted by a court in the state of Connecticut, after all the usual 
formalities of examining witnesses, hearing counsel, and the delivery 
of a charge from his honor the judge, of— readers what do you supposeH 
not of stealing nor breaking the peace and dignity of the state— but of 
teaclung young women to read and write. Truly this is a very enligot- 
ened a^e ! and Connkcticd t, so far-fiiraed for her colleges, and 
seminaries of learning, has taken the lead in causing her light to shine ! ! 
A jury of that enlightened state, has convicted one of her daughters of* 
endeavoring to impart literary instruction to females I Truly, " where 
the ligiht that is in us becomes darkness, how great is that darkness I 
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LUCKETIA MOTT. 



The aupport of the iniquitous eywtera of slavery at the soutii, io 
dependent on the co-operation of the north, by commerce and manu 
factures, as well as by the consumption of its products •therefore 
despising the gain of oppression,' wc reccommena to our friends, by 
a candid and prayerful examination of the subject, to ascertain if it 
be not a duty to cleanse our hands from this unrjgliteons participa* 
lion, by no longer indulging in the luxuries wliich come through tliis 
polluted channel ; and in the supply of the necessary articles of food 
and clothing, Sec. that 'W(3 \provide things honest in the sight of all 



The memory of a gracious deed, 

Of justice, or of love, 
How many a swelling heart shall heed, 
Of differing nation, name and creed ! 

How many a soul approve ! 

Come, sire J come, mother ! bring your giffe 

To aid the suffering slave ! 
Let wife and husband's gerierous thrift 
Unite hii^ bleeding form to lift, 

And from'opprbssibn ^ave. 

Gome, little children, kneeling by ! 

Devote what God hath given i 
And raise your little hands on high, 
Till freedom hath the victoiy, 

And earth becomes like heaven. 

Nor time. nor space absorbs the rays; 

The radiance onward streams : 
The kindly deed of present days, 
Though centuries interpose their haze, 

O'er all the future g/e&ms. 



We are not of those who dread moral influences from other lands. 
••Ve, feel that all nations, as sharers of a common nature, shoiuld b& 
4niled,in every good purpose, and that the country of La Fayette is 
•vot entirely foreign to Americans. We observe w iia intense interest, 
I he progress of other countries towai'dg eroancipaf ion, for when our 
•wn shall have the painful disrinction of bdng the only slave-holding 
.atiori of Christendom, the succcrs of our endeavors to throw ofi' 
the curse of slavery cannot he fai* distant. 

'A^e deem there is nothing unfeminine in aiding our husbands, 
tfothers, and soii«, to support the principles they have adopted, es. 
^ially while the cause lacks numerical strength. But every day 
Adds to the nur^ber of its supporters. The moral strength of /he 



men,' by giving the preft 
labor. 




goods which come through requited 



MARIA WESTON CHAPMAN. 
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counliy is arousinfr from slumber, aud God defend tho right \-~-Leitet 
to the Dutchess Be Broglie. 

She was for some yearsS most intensely interefjted in the plans 
which the pliilanthropiats iri France were attempting to carry into 
operation, for the diminution of the horrors of slavery in the French 
islands ; and still more, Tor the removal of slavery itself from those 
portions of the French possessions. Nor were her labors, and those 
of her dislingiiislied husbarid'a in vain. A decided impression baa 
been mafie on the -public mind in France, and the day cannot be far 
distant when the abolition of slavery, either |rradual or immediate, 
will take place in the French ishnds.-— Robert Baird. 

LYDIA H. SIGOURNEY. 

Oh ♦ if to Afric's sable race 

A fearful debt we justly owe, 
If heaven's dread book record the trace 

Of every deed and thoti^ht bsio^?— 

And if for them the christian prayer 

Imploies of God to c^itde and save, 
Then let these helpless suppliants share 

From mercy's store the mite they crave. 

Touch deep for them the pitying breast. 

Bid bounty's stream flow warm and free 
For wlio can tell ainnng the blest, 

How sweet their harps of praise may be '/ 

LYDIA MARIA CHILD. 

In order to show the true aspect of slavery among us, I will state 
distinct propositions, each supported by the evidence of actually exist- 
ing laws. 

L Slavery is hereditary and perpetual, (o the last moment of the 
slave's earthly existence, and to ail his descendants, to the latest 
posterity. 

2. The labor of the slave is compulsory and uncompensated ; while 
the kind of labor, the amount of toil, and the time allowed for rest, are 
dictated solely by the master. No bargain is made, no wages given. 
A pure despotism governs the human brute ; and even his C4)vering 
and provender, both as to quantity and quality, depend entirely on the 
master's discretion. 

3. The slave being considered a personal chattel, may be sold, oi 
pledged, or leased^ at the will of his master. He may be exchanged 
for marketable commodities, or taken in execdtion for the debts, or 
taxes, either of a living, or a deceased master. Sold at auction, 
"cither individually, or m lots to suit the purchaser,". he may remain 
with his family, or be separated Trom them for ever. 
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4. Slaves can make no contracts, and have no legal right to any 
property, real or personal. Their own honest earnings, and the lega« 
cies of friends, belong, in point olf law, to their nrastcrs. 

6. Neither a slave, nor fi-ee colored person, can be a witness against 
any white or free man, in a court of justice, however atrocious may 
have been the crimes they have seen him commit • but they may give 
testimony aj^ainsl a fellow-slave, or free colored man, even in cases 
aftectin» life. 

6. The slave may be punished at his master's discretion — without 
trial — ^without any means of legal redress, — whether his offence be 
real or imaginary: and the master can transfer the same despotic 
power to any person, or persops, he may choose to appoint. 

7. The slave is not allowed to resist any free man under any cir- 
cumstances: his only safety consists in the fact that his owner may 
brin» suit and recover the price of his body, in case his life is taken, or 
his limbs rendered unfit for labor. 

Si. Slaves cannot rcAeem themselves, or obtain a change of masters, 
though cruel treatment may have rendered such a change necessary 
for their personal safety. 

9. The slave is entirely unprotected in his domestic relations. 

10. The laws greatly obstruct the manumission of slaves, even 
where the master is wilhng to enfranchise them. 

11. The operation of the laws tends to deprive ftl^ives of religious 
instruction and consolation. ' ^ 

12. The whole power of the laws is exerted to keep slaves in a slate 
of the lowest ignorance. 

13. There is in this country a monstrous inequality of law and ri^ht 
What is a trifling fault in a white man, is considered highly crtmiha! 
in the slave ; the same offences which cost a white man a few dollars 
only, are punished in the negro with death. 

14. The laws operate most opptessively upon free people of color. — 
dipped in favor of that class of Jlmericans called Jlfticans. 

SARAH M. GRIMKE.— ANGELINA E. GRIMKE. 

Let them protest against the use of the national prisons for the 
iniquitous purpose of confining slaves, and free people of color taken 
up on suspicion of being nmaways. Let Northerners petition for the 
abolition of slavery in the territory of Florida, and the entire breaking up 
of the inter-state olave-trade. Let themrtespectfully ask for an altera- 
tion in that part of the constitution by wljich they are bound to assist 
the South in quelling servile insurrections. Let tiv^ see to it that they 
send no man to congress v/ho would give his vote to the admission of 
another slave state into the national Union. Let them protest against 
the injustice and cruelty of delivering the fugitive slave back to his 
master, as being a direct infringement of the Divine command. DeuL 
xxiii, 15, 16. Let them petition their different legislatures to grant a 
jury trial to the friendless, helpless runaway, and for the repeal of thoss 
laws which secure to the slaveholder his legal liaht to his slave, after he 
has voluntarily brought him within the verge of their jurisdiction, and 
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for the enactment of such laws as will protect the colored man, woman, 
and child, from the fangs of the kidnapper, who is constantly walking 
about in the northern stai.es, seeking whom he may devour. Let the 
nortliern churches refuse to receive slaveholders at their communion 
tables, or to permit slaveholding ministers to enter their pulpits. Let 
those northern ministers who go to the South " Cry aloud and spare 
not, lift up their voices like a trumpet and show the people their trans- 
SressionSj and the house of Jacob their sins ;"— let them refuse to 
countenance the system of slavery by ownins^ slaves themselves. 
Let northern men who go to the South to make their fortunes, see to it, 
that thoite fortunes are not made out of the unrequited labor of the 
slave. Let northern merchants refuse ^to receive mortgay;es or take 
slaves, seeinff that this is a virtual acknowled^cnient that'nmn can hold 
rnan as property. Let them carefully avoid participating in any way 
in the African slave-trade. Let northern manufacturers refuse to 
purchase the cotton for the cultivation of whicli the laborer has re- 
ceived no wa^es. Let the grocer refuse to buy the sugar and rice of 
the South, so long as *' the h-re of the laborers who have reaped down 
their fields is kept back by fraud." Let the mejchant refuse to 
receive the articles manufactured out of slave-grown cotton, and let 
the consumer refuse to purchase either the rice, sugar, or cotton 
articles, to produce which has cost the slave his unpaid labor, his tears, 
and his blood. Every Northerner may in this way bear a faithful 
testimony against slavery at the South, by withdrawing his pecuinary 
support. * 

Female Anti-Slavery Societv Putnam Co., Illinois. 

Why should women, so efficient as oo-workers with men in everj^ 
benevolent and virtuous cause, suffer their energies to lie dormant 
while nearly three millions of our countrymeii, crtished and bleeding 
and writhing in agony, are lifting up imploring hands and pleading 
with us for help; nay, while many of our own sex are iinbruted, 
scourged, tortured, manacled, torn from iheir iTarniiies, bereaved of 
their children, deprived of protection for their own persons, made 
subject to every evil that renders life a burden ; while, as far as \&w 
and custom can effect it, they are denied the support and consola* 
tions of the gospel. 

It is obvious to every attentive observer that slavery is the great 
crying sin of our country ; it is the greatest moral and political evil 
that afflicts our nation and blots it>? fair fame; it is certainly the 
most galling and debasing physical evif that over degraded man. 
Then should it claim our first attention. Did we but reflect for a 
moment that every day's )delay sends hundreds of our brethren 
mourning to an untimely gT&ve.-^Western Citizen. 

Female Anti-Slavery Association of Henry Counts, Iowa. 
As women of free republican America, we believe the freedom of 
speech and the right of petition are as sacredly guaranteed to us by 
our government ; and that liberty in this way to exert a moral in. 
fluence is, by the same authority and the concurrent voice of nature 
and reason, ernphatically proclaimed to be our birth-right ; and that 



THE LEGION OP LIBERTY. 



95 



is intelligent and accountable beings, it is our duty thus to act, cs* 
pecially in regard to subjects of vital importance to tlie welfare of 
our country. 

The Globe contains the remarks of Mr. Rayr>er, a representaliv« 
from N. Carolina, in which women are represented as the worst and 
most dangeroas part of creation. But it seems he could not call to 
mind any of the noble and virtuous deeds of those of our sex in olden 
time — no recollection of Miriam, one of the associate leaders of an- 
cient Israel ; nor of Deborah the prophetess, wlio judged that nation 
and delivered it from its eneiTjj.es. His memory has failed hiu) in re- 
gard to the imj)orlant services rendered to the captive Jews by Esther 
the Queen, in deliverinfj ; them from their enemies, through her in. 
tercessions with AhasueV-\is thp/ jSing, and also ii> regard to the re- 
markable manner in vvhich Rome was once saved by female virtue. 
By the instigation of Valeria, sister of the famous Valerius Publico- 
la, the women joining their efforts wrought, upon the feelings and 
sensibilit-es of Rome's inveterate enemy, (just aii we desire to dft by 
our pctititns on those of the negroes' enemies,) and ultimately ef- 
fected that which all Rome's ministers of religion failed to accom 
plifh. * * * 

We forbear a further exposure of the numerous revolting, indecent 
and cruel acts before us, of even a more flagitious and disgraceful 
character, the bare recital of many of vvhich, would shock that true 
modesty and propriety which women abolitionists of the north are lUs 
sirous to bring into repute, and establish among the people. We 
would by no means insinuate that southern women arc all of this 
clasSf for we doubt not, there are many whose sense of propriety, 
were it not. on account of personal safety, would prompt tl'.em to jo'D 
us in our eflbrts. Such we esteem a.*i our beloved sisters, and ecrnesl. 
ly hope that the time may soon arrive, in which tiiey may, without 
endangering their lives, publicly espouse our ra ise. 

DRUSILLA UNTHANK, Secretary, 

[The firmness of Queen Isabella enabled Columbus to present a 
new world to the old and change the destinies of both. Catharine 1st 
by her address, effccied the Irvaty of Pruth, and saved the Russian 
army and empire. Mary W. Montague, by introviucing inoculation 
from the cast into Europe, saved the health and lives of nullions, 
having first tried it on her own child, Madame Tal lien from Jier 
solitary dungeon, inspired the men of France with the energy to di- 
vert the gui!l3»(inc from the wholesale slaughier of virtuous ciH/.ens to 
the nt^cks of misguided rulers. And recently, when the moiiuuient 
of Bunker Hill had for years been languishing m premature dilapi- 
dation, the ladies of Boston, by a .single t'ObrU furuinlied the com. 
plemenl.] — Petition to the N. York Legislature, that married wo- 
m^n be entitled to their own propertt/. 



ANDOVER FEMALE A. S. SOCIETY. 

We feel that woman has & place in this God-like work, for wo 
man's woes, and woman's wrongs, are borne to us on every breese 
that blow? from the south, — woman has a place, fur she forms a putt 
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in GckI'k created intelligent instrumentality to reform the world. Gcsv. 
never made her to be iuaclive— nor in all cases to follow in tlie walia 
of man. When man proves recreant to his duty, and faithless to his 
Maker, woman, vvitii her feeling heart, should ♦•ouse him— should 
start hia syuipathicij' — should cry in his ear, and raise such a s!orm 
of generou.s sentiment, as shall never let him sleep again. We be- 
iieve God gave woman a heart to feel—- an eye lo weep — a hand to 
work — a tongue to speak. Now let her use that tongue to speak on 
slavery. Is it not a curse — a heaven-daring abo.mination ? Let her 
employ that hand, to labor for the slave.^ Docs not her sister in 
bonds, labor night and day without reward ? Let her heart grieve, 
and her eye fill with tears, in view of a female's body dishonored — a 
female's mind debased — a female's soul forever ruined ! Woman noth- 
ing ♦o do with slavery ? Abhorred the thought ! ! We wdl pray to 
abhor it more and jnore. Is not woman abused—woman trampled 
upon — woman spoiled of her virtue, her probity, her influence, her 
joy ! and this, not in India — not in China~-not in Turkey— not in 
Africa — but in America— in the United States of America— in the 
birU:-place of Washington, tho father of freedom, the protector of 
woman, the friend of equality and human rii^hts I 

We are under niany obligations to Rev. Charles Fitch of Boston, 
for a powerful discourse, one week' since, on the abominations of 
slavtry, fie made this direful system appear more aboniinabl-e tlian 
robbery, drunkenness, murder, or even the basest forms of licenti 
OiiSLOss, considered singly and alone. Slavery is to be deprecated, 
more than any of these. And why? Because it is the burning, 
blasting, withering focus of them all. Nothing so foul, but slavery 
fosters it — nothing so unclean, but slavery revels in it — nothing so 
contenrptii)Ie, but slavery covers it — nothing so murderous, but sla- 
very perpetrates it. Who will say, language is adequate to set forth 
the horrors of such a sj'stem ! Its abomination verily beggar descrip. 
tion ! To realize them, is to be speechless in the depths of inexpres- 
sible feeling. 

ELIZABETH EMERY, President. 
Mary P. Abbott, Rec. Secretary. 



PROVIDENCE LADIES A. S. SOCIETY. 

Rgsohed, That we act as moral agents and christian? fearlessly in 
this cause—thinking and acting in view of our accountability to our 
Maker— remembering that our rights are sacred and immutable, and 
founded on the liberty of the gospel, that great emancipation act for 
women. We further resolve, that we will not be turned aside from 
the object we have cspoui3€d, by the intimidations of ridicule, or the 
into.vicating Iiatterics of men and women, whose god is their selfish 
iiess, nor be cajoled into a selfish conceit of our superiority over the 
millions of females in our country, whose unuttered and unutterable 
cries of agony from oppression, will, as Ihey rise to heaven, shake 
terribly our guilty land ; but we will turn our eyes, for example and 
imitation, to those philanthropists in Europe and Amefi'^a. who, 
through self-denial aad persecution, have becontn nione&rs in the cause 
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of emancipation, some of whom we luve .«ccii face 1.o face ; and 
wliilt! they command our reverence, tliey call forth our grai.it\ide as 
women for the siiadowing oat they have given of our riglit?;, by means 
of the full light which their benevolent efforts have shed on the 
equality of the rights of man. 

Sarah Pratt, Secretary. 

THE LADIES OF DARLINGTON, 
To the Ladies A., S. Association of New.Evgland. 

We rejoice in the victory which the long protracted struggle of 
Great Britain has achieved, in having atlcjigth succeeded, to a great 
extent, in breaking the fetters of slavery in her own colonies. But 
our object is universal freedom — the breaking of every yoke, the de- 
liverance of the oppressed, of every kindred, arid tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation. We regard, therefore, with feelings of the ileepest 
sorrow, the existence of slavery and the slave trade, with all their 
attendant abominations, in the southern states of America. Odious 
as such a system must be, under any circumstances, its existence is 
doubly deplorable and culpable in a lajTd calling itself free, and 
amongst a people professing the christian name. So glaring an in- 
consistency jnust injure the cause of Liberty in the world at large, 
whilst it affords to the espouser of infidelity his most cogent argu- 
ment against our holy religion. 

The heart-stirring add'-esses of George Thompson have been emi- 
nently instrumental, in this country, in awakening feelings of ab- 
horrence towards Amcricun slavery. We cannot better convey to 
you our sentiments on the subject than by saying (hey are in unison 
with his. 

We contemplate, with peculiar delight, the powerful and sulutary 
influence you must exert over public feeling, by the faithful and fear- 
less testimony you bear against the prejudices, corruptions, and op- 
l)ressions which disgrace your nation. Truth and humanity, reason 
and revelation, are on your side. Your cause must, llierefore, even- 
tually trium])h. We would encourage you to persevere with unre- 
mitting cne.igy, in the use of all christian efforts, until the meridian 
splendor of that glorious day, which shall witness the last link to be 
broken which binds the slave— 'Until all the odious distinctions found- 
ed on color shall be buried in oblivion, and the injured sons of Africa 
in your land restored to the full enjoyment of all the rights and pri- 
vileges of humanity. 

EuzABSTii Prase, 

Jessu Elizabetu Wemvss. 



FRANCES HARRIET WHIPPLE. 

If our gospel teachers will not lead us, we must lead them ! ] 
speak with all deference — and yet I repeat, emphatically — we must 
lead them ! To begin, we nmst ponder the right way — ar)d, having 
ascertained, we must pursue it, fearlessly, undeviatingly. Kindly re- 
monstrating with opposers — bearing opposition and abuse with a 

9 
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'meek and quiet spirit but at the same time, yieiciiiig no opinion 
conceding no princip'o, withholdinj^ no (rnlii, which conscience tell?, 
ns it is right to hold and niainlain, HiicU a course of conduct will 
have its authority. One after another \vi!l notice, inquire, listen, 
and finally bolievc. 

There arc, perhaps, not far from a million of our sisters — sisters 
by the universal affinity of our race— sisters by every principle of 
love taught by Him whom wo profess to follow— now in slavery. Sia. 
very I Have ye pondered the word ? Do ye knovv what it means ? 
Think what it is to hold hon)c, kindred, friends— even honor and 
virtue, at tiie mercy of a man who rnay assume, if he do i»ot pos. 
ise.s; unlimited power — and who is a miracle, if lie be not a tyrant I 
You have heard of the human market — of the measured nutrnnent 
— of the <;rue.l task — of the knotted scourge— of the darkened soul ! 
But have you known tlie peculiar, tlic monstrous aggravations, which 
attend the slavery of woman ? Havi- you brought home the subject 
to your hearts? or, rather, have yo'' gone, with your whole soul, to 
the subject, and scanned every for > bi^ horror it presents ? If you 
have not, it is time you should do ; and"as their sister—and yours 
— as a follower of the same blessed teaciier — as an aspirant to the 
Game glorious promises — I feci it an imperative duty, on the present 
occasion, )o urge on you tho jiccessity of thought, of action, of de- 
liberate, firm, b. it energetic actior) ! This is no longer a matter of 
choice, of taste, or of convenience. Duty— stern, uncompromising 
duty, calls to action ! Hesitation, unwillingness are crime — we can 
not be, at once, idle and innocent! All can do something ; and it 
hut one word be spoken, like the good kernel, falling on good ground, 
it !nay bring forth fruit an hundred fold I 

♦ Let your light shine before men.' L'ght is, in its very nature dif- 
fusive. One after another will catch a glimpse — a ray— a beam. 
The darkness of midnight will gave way. The dawn will brighten — 
the jnorning star arise— the sun appear, ihe sun of truth, peace, li- 
berty, — making glorious the day of equal, universal freedom I This 
is no idle, no poetic speculation ! »Such a day must come ; and, to 
hasten it, to bring it within the view of this generation, — would any 
sacrifice be too great — any labor too severe ? 

New, b'jioved, though I never saw, may never see you, yet my 
spirit is joined to yours by tics [stronger than neighborhood-society, or 
even consanguinity, ever wrought ! We are united in the bonds of 
con.iMon persecution, common scorn. We are united in one common 
labor to ])romo1e one ."ingle, glorious object |. Reason, Conscience 
and Religion, Hand, Heart and Soul, strengthen, elevate, and spiri- 
tualize the tie ; and, never having looked upon each other, we feel 
tlc'jt ivc a.tf sisters. — Appeal io American Women. 



DORCHESTER, MASS. A. S. SOCIETY. 

' What has woman to do with slavery V We are ashamed and 
»orry to say— woman has much to do with slavery. Wornen are 
slave-holders. Women are apologists for slavery. Wornen are slaves. 
Women., too, are the g reatest sufferers. Therefore, woman has to do 
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vvitli sliivcrj — women sJjoiiId be interested. We all, in a greater or 
less degree, exert an infliicixce on those around u?. Let us, then, who 
believe slavery is wrong, come out against it, and'by our inliuenco, 
our elTorts, our prayers, hasten on the great work of emancipation. 
That v.'oinen's influence is felt, none can deny. How in)portanf, 
tiien, that her influence should be given on the .side of truth, of jus- 
tice, an(i of mercy. O, my friends, how can \vc meet those down- 
trodden fellow-beings at the bar of God, if wo refuse to plead their 
cause against an ungodly nation ? How can we look l-almly on, and 
see immortal souls, the purchase of a Saviour's blood, made a thing 
of merchandize— bought and sold, regardless of all social and na 
tural ties ? 

SARAH BAKER, Corresponding Sec 



APPEAL 

Of tj;s Massachusetts .Female Emancipation Society, to tiis 
Friends of Universal Libertv. 

Respected Friends, — Although the same Heaven-descending pri- 
vilegejS are enjoyed by its as in former years, the millions of huniau 
beings who are '* held as goods and chatties" in our southern states, 
still groan under the pressure of their woes. 

Robbed of that, which alone can render life a blessing, they ask 
for our aid. Parents plead in behalf of themselves and their chil- 
drcn,--children for mercy to be extended to their aged parents, 
brothers for sisters, sisters for brothers, and, added to all this is the 
cry of thousands of innocents, who as in tl:3 days of Herod are sa- 
crificed on the altar of slavery to gratify the love of power and gold. 
Ves, let us remember this last fearful item ; no less than two hun- 
dred helpless infants are daily seized by the rapacious slave-holder, 
counted among his sheep and swine, " to be sold to the highest 
bidder." 

Because of the sorrows of these, who are bone of our bone and 
flesh of our flesh, do we appeal to you at this time for sympathy and 
prayer in their behalf. It were needless to recapitulate particular in- 
stances of suffering and wo, for had we all tiie v«iried scenes of out- 
ward misery before iis, that are witnessed through the length and 
breadth of our sbathem territory, we should even tlien have but a 
faint picture of the w^rk of deatli produced by this worst foe of the 
buniaH race. iWay, 1542. 
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ABIGAIL ADAMS. 

{The Mother of John. Quinty Adams.) 

1 wish most sincerely, there was not a slave iu the province; itaK 
ways appeared a most iniquitous scheme to me, to fight ourselves, 
for what we are daily robbing and plundering from those who have 
as good a right to freedom as we have. You know n)y niir d upon 
this subject, — Letter to her husband, John Adams, dated JScston, 
Garrison, Sept. QUd, 1774. 

ELIZA LEE FOLLEN. 

When for the rights of man you fight. 

And all seems lost and fr'ends have fled, 
Remember in misfortune's night, 

New glories rest on virtue's head ; 
Duty remains, though joy is gone; 

On final good then fix (hinc eyes, 
Disdain all fear and though alone, 

Stand ready for the sacrifice. 

Though every bark of promise sink. 

And hope's last fragment fall. 
And you that mystic cup must drink, 

Which cures all pain, which comes to al! ; 
Yet justice, banished, hated, slain, 

Is with you in the holy strife- 
Says to your soul we meet sigain, 

And promises eternal life. 



coNSTirrnioN of tfie American anti-slavery 

SOCIETY. 

AhT. II.— -Til'! objrtct of this Society is the entire uboiiiion of slavery 
m the United States. AVhile it admits t\ta.t each state in wliich slavery 
exists, has, by the ConstitutioJi of llie United States, the exclasivc right 
to lEgisLile in regard to its abolition in said state, it shall aim to convince 
ul! our fellow-citizens, by arguments addressed to their understandings 
and consciences, that slaveholding is a heinous crime in the sight of 
God, and that the duty, safely, and best intx3rests of all concerned, 
requires its immediate abandonment, without expatriation. The 
Society will' also endeavor, in a conslitutional %vay, to influence con- 
gress to put an end to the domestic slave-trade, and to aboli:h slavery 
m all those portions of our common country whicl? come un^cr its 
coiitrol, especially in llie District of Columbia, — and likewise to prevent 
the extension of ;it to any state that may be hereafter admitted to the 
Union. 

Art. ni. -r-This Society shall aim to elevate the character and con- 
dition of the people, of color, by encouragin!| their intellectual, moral, 
and religious improvement, and by removing public prejudice, that 
thus they niai^, according to tJieir intellectual and moral- worth, share 
an equality with the whites, of civil and religious privileges. 

9* (101) 
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LEWIS C. GUNN. 

No scheme of colonization, either to Africa, to Hayti, or to any 
distant place in our own country, is called for, or expedient ; but, 
on the contraiy, it would be absolutely injurious to the south, in 
withdrawin;.^ ler laborers—to the slaves, in removing them from the 
mfluence of civilized, enlightened, and pious men — and to the slave- 
holders, in leading ihem to believe " there is a lion in the way." 
We, therefore, oppose every such scheme, and every thing that re- 
cognizes, even indirectly, either the danger or inexpediency of the 
full and immediate emancipation of every bondman. Not a day, 
not an hour longer would wo see the image of God defaced, and hear 
the cries of the wronged. We would see every man, from this time 
forward, walking forth, not as a slave, with fear and trembling, but 
erect as he was made, with his face heavenward, and his counte- 
nance beaming forth the happiness of freedom, and reminding us of 
Him, in whose image, it is said^ man was created. 

WILLIAM L. GARRISON. 

If at any tune he had exceeded the bounds of moderation, the 
monstrous turpitude of the times had transported him. Nor did he 
traiucend the example of Christ, who, when he had to deal with 
people of like manners, called them sharply by their proper names — 
such as, an adulterous and perverse generation— a brood of vipers — 
hypocrites — children of the devil, who coidd not escape the damna- 
tion of hell. The crime of slave-holding is so atrocious, so contrary 
to every principle of humanity and every law of justice, so terrible 
in its results, and so impious in its claims, that no language can pro- 
perly describe it. An able reviewer has forcibly said, «• it excites 
ideas of abhorrence beyond our capacity of expression, and must be 
subject of mule astonishment and speechless horiw." 

The old syren song is gradualism I Prepare men to receive, at 
some distant day, that which is theirs by birthright ! Prepare hus- 
bands to live with tlieir wives, and wives to be indissolubly allied to 
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tlicir iuifiliand:-: I Prepare parents io cliorish ihf'ir o \vn cliildr'^n. 
Prepare tlio Jahoror to receive a just rcccmponso t'ov his toil ! 'Viia'. 
sort ijf iionesly or hiimaijity i:; this? " Set free" — fru?ii wha', ? Not, 
surely, froui tlic restraijits of law, or lljc ob!i;ra!,ions of society ; hai 
from irresponsible power, usurpcii dominion, tyraanieal aulhe-riiy. 

A. heathen coidr; c.Kr;iaim, " lot juslice be done) l!ioii<^h the lii^avens 
Tall." Shall an A.nicricaa ))atriot do les*; ? Whatever is contrary to 
humanity should ho f/cstruyed. Tlipro cannot he union when-; there 
is not Cfi'.iity, nor equity where there is oppression. To 1^,1 k of pre* 
forruig' a .human compact above all the requirements; of Heaven, ia 
infatuation. Is it pof--sibIc, that, by ceasing' lo shed innocent blood, 
wo shall take away the cement of our National Union ? Dare anj' 
man, professing to believe in Christianify, say that there can be any 
object «) d«.:ar as to justify cruelty, rohber^v, iicentioasness and souS 
murder? The thought is blasphemy But no such alternative is 
presented to us ; and if it were, none but practical atheists would 
hesitate to exclaim — " Honcst_v before policy ! Justice before ex»c. 
diency I Innoccncy before union !" 

What is the sentence which Great Britain Jias j)assGd upon ti'e colo' 
nj>.a!ion ^"o^■.iety ? It is one of utter condc/nnaiion ? What ir. tiis 
ianf^uairo of such men as Lord Suincld, and Zachary Macaulay, and 
Fowell Baxton, aiid James Cropper, and Wilha/n Alien, and Daniel 
O'Connell, and last but Hrstof all, VVir„LiAM WihUEiu'ouoK ? — Mcar 
it! — "Wc feel bound toafKrm, that our deliberate judgment and con. 
viction are, that tlte professions mailc bj' the Colouiziiiiorj Society, of 
promoting the abolition of slavery, are altogether delusive. To the 
destruction of t^lavery tliroughout the world, wc arc compelled to 
say, that we believe the Colonization Society to be an obstruction. — 
Wliile we believe its pretext? to be delusive, we are convinced that 
its real effests are of the most dangerous nature. It takes its 
root from a cruel prejudice and alienation in the v.-hile.s of America 
against the colored })eople, slave or free. — That society iv«. in our es- 
timation, not deserving of the countenance of the British public." 

Slaveholders and their northern ai)ctlors have affected lo sneer at 
the labors" of women in < lie anti-slavery enterprise, but Ihey really 
trembled in view of these labors. For what good cause had ever been 
heartily espoused by women, that lias not ultimately triumphed over 
all opposition ? The emancipation of eight hundred thousand slaves 
in the West Indies is mainly owing, under God, to the quenchless 
devotion, and tireless zeal, and indomitable perseverance of the wo- 
men of England. The siave system in this country will find in the 
women of America njost formidable antagonists. — Speech in Penn 
sylmnia Hall. 

Would to God this (July 4th,) were truly — what it is not, though 
lying lips declare it to bc~tbe Jubilee op Freedom ! That jubilee 
cannot come, so long as one £-lave is left to grind in his prison-house. 
It will cou)e only when liberty is proclaimed throughout all the land, 
unto all the inhabitants thereof. O the ' fantastic" tricks' v/hich the 
American people are this day ♦ playing before high heaven' ! : 0 their 
awful desecration of an anniversary, which should be sacred to jus- 
tice, equality, and brotherly love I ' O their profane use of the sacred 
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name of Liberty I O their impious appeals to tho God of the op. 
pressed, for his divine benediction, while they are makinjj )ncrchan> 
dizc of his imago I Do they not blush ? Nay, tlioy giory in their 
shamo ! Once a year they take special pains to exhibit iheniselves tc. 
the world, in all their republican deformity and christian barbarity, 
insai>ely supposing that they thus excite the envy, admiration and 
applause of mankind. The nations are looking at th^ dreadful sj.'cc- 
tacle with disgust and amazement. However sunken and degraded 
they may be, they are loo elevated, too virtuous, too humane, to bo 
guilty of such conduct. Their voice is heard, saying, — ' Amcricatus. 
wc hear your boasts of libertjy-your shouts of independence — your 
declarations of eternal hostility to every form of tyranny — your as* 
sertions that all men are created free and equal, and endowed by their 
Creator with an inalienable right to liberty— the merry peal of your 
bells, and the deafening roar of artillery ; butf mingling with all fheso, 
and rising abcvo them ail. we also hear the clanking of chains I tho 
shrioks and vvailings of nuliions of your own countrymen, wlioin you 
wickedly hold in a state of slavery as much more frightful than tlic 
v'-nprcsKion which your fathers resisted unto blood, as the torUires of 
f'A inquisition surpass the stings of an insect ! We see your banner 
floating proudly in the breeze from every flag-slaft' and niast-hcad in 
the land ; but its blood-red stripes are emblematical of your own 
slave-driving cruelly, as you apply the lash to the flesh of your guilt- 
less victim, even the flesh of a wife and mother, shrieking for t'le res- 
toration of the babe of her bosom, sold to the remorseless slavo-spccu* 
lator ! We catch the gleam of your illuniinitted hills, every where 
blazing with bonfires ; we mark your gay processions ; v/c note the 
number of your orators ; we listen to the recital of your revolutiona- 
ry achievements ; we see you kneeling at the shrine of Frcr ioin, as 
her best, her truer-t, her sincerest worshippers ! Hypocrites S liais ! 
adulterers ! tyrants ! men-stealers ! atheists ! Professing to believe in 
the natural equality of the human race, — ^yet dooming a sixth portion 
of your immense population to beastly servitude and ranking tlu^m 
among your goods and chatties ! Professing to believe in the exis- 
tence of a God, — yet trading in his image, and selling lliose in tho 
shambles, for whose redemption the Son of God laid down his life 
Professing to be Christians, — 'yet withholding the Bible, the means of 
religious instruction, even the knowledge of the alphabet, from a be- 
nighted multitude, under terrible penalties ! Boasting of your de- 
inocracy,— yet determining the rights of men by the texture of their 
hair, and the color of their skin ! Assuming to be • Ih'^ land of the 
free and the home of the brave,' — yet keeping in chain., more slaves 
than any other nation, not excepting slave-curscd Brazil ! Prating 
of you*" morality and honesty, — yet denying the rites of marriage to 
twenty-five hundred thousand human beings, and plundering them of 
all their hard earnings I Affecting to be horror-struck in view of the 
foreign slave-trade, — yet eagerly pursuing a domestic traffic equally 
cruel and unnatural, and reducing to slavery not less than seventy 
thousand new victims annually ! Vaunting of your freedom of speech 
and of the press — ^your matchless constitution and your glorious union, 
yet denouncing as traitors, and treating as outlaws, those who hav9 
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the courajrc and l^.dclity to ])lcad for iinincdiafc, untrammellod, uni- 
versal cjiianci[)al,ioi] ! Monsters that yc are ! how ean ye expect to 
escape tJio scorn Oj" the world, and the wraih of heaven ? Emanci- 
pate yoin- slaves, if you ufiuld redeem your tarnislieii charaoter, — if 
you would obtain foigiveness liere, and salvation hereafter! Until 
you do so, ' tlierc will be a stain upon your national escutcheon, which 
all iJie waters of tlie Atlantic cannot wash out!' 

We are accused of using hard language. I admit the charge. I, 
for one, say in extenuation, tliat I have not heen ahle to find a soft 
word in the English tongue to describe villainy, or identify the perpe. 
trator of it. The man. who makes a chattel of his brother — what is 
hef The man who keeps back the hire of his laborers by fraud — 
what is he ? Thvy who prohibit the circulation of the Bible — what 
are tlrcy ? They who compel two millions of men and women to 
herd together, in promiscuous intercourse, like brute beasts — what 
are they ? They who sell mothers by the pound, and children in lots 
to suit purchasers — what are they ? I care not what iernis are ap- 
plied 10 then), provided they do apply. If they arc not thieves, if 
they arc not adulterers, if they are not tj'rants, if they are not n^'m- 
Ktealfcrs, I should like to know what is their true character, and by 
wh;it names they may be called. 

GERRIT SMITH. 

I love the free and happy foini of civil government under which 
I live : not because it confers new fights on me. M}'^ rights all spring 
from an infinitely nobler source — from, the favor and grace of God. 
Our political and constitutional rights, so called, are but the natural 
and inherent rights of man, asserted, carried out and secured by 
modes of human contrivance. To no human charier am I indebted 
for my rights. Th.cy pertain to my original constitution. 

The right of free discu.ssion is among our inherent rights. When, 
therefore, we would defend this right, let us not defend it so much 
with the jealousy of an American — ia republican — as though it were 
but an American or a republican right, and could claim no higher 
origin than human will and human statutes; but let us defend it as 
metj. feeling that to lose it is to lose a part of ourselves ; let us de- 
fend it as men, determined to maintain, even to their extreine boun- 
dary, the rights and powers which God has given to us for our use- 
fulness and enjoyment; and the surrender of an iota of which is 
treason against Heaven. 

It is not to be disguised, that a war has broken out between the 
North and the South. Political and commercial men are industri- 
ous by striving to restore peace ; hut the peace, which they would ef- 
fect, "is superficial, false and temporary- True, permanent peace 
can never be restored, until slavery, the occasion of the war, has 
ceased. The sword, v/hicli is no^v drawn, will never be returned to 
its scabbard, until victory, entire, decisive victory is ours or theirs ; 
not, until that broad, and deep, and damning stain on our country's 
escutcheon is clean washed out — that plague spot on our country's 
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honor gone forevei- ; — or. unLil slavery has riveted anew her present 
chains, and brought our heads also to bow bcncaih her withering; 
power. It. is idle — it is criminal, to hope for the restoration of 
peace, on any other condition. — Speech at formijig the N. Y. Anii. 
Slavery Society at. Peterhoro, 1835. 

During- the twenty-two years of the exiwtence of tlie Colonization 
iSocicfy, not .so many slaves have been emaucipaled and given to it 
for expatriation, as are born in a single week. As a proof that the 
sympathies of tlie south are all with the slave-holding and real cha- 
racter of this two-faced institution, and not at all with tiic abolition 
purposes and tendencies, which it professes at the north, none of its 
presidents, (and slave-holders only are deemed worth}' to preside over 
it,) lias ever contributed from his stock of slaves to swell those bands 
of emigrants, who, leaving our shores in the character of " nui- 
sances," are instantly transformed, to use your own language, into 
" missionaries, carrying with them credentials in the holy cause of 
Christianity, civilization, and free institutions." 

I add, that we of the north must feel concerned about slavery 
in the slave states, because of our obligation to pity the deluded, hard- 
hearted, and bloody oppressors in those states : and to manifest our 
love for them by rebuking their unsurpassed sin. And, notwithstand- 
ing pro-slavery statesmen at the north, wlio wink at the iniquity of 
slave-jiolding, and pro-slavery clergymen at the north, who cry, 

peace, peace" to the slave-holder, and sew "pillows to armholes," 
tell us, that by our honest and open rebuke of tlie slave-holder, we 
shall incur hia enduring hatred ; we, nevertheless, believe that open 
rebuke is better than secret love," and that, in the end, we shall en- 
joy more southern favor than they, whose secret love is too prudent 
■and spurious to deal faithfully with the objects of its regard. 

I have a somewhat extensive acquaintance at the north j and I 
can truly say, that I do not know a white abolitionist, who is the 
reputed father of a colored child. At the south there are several 
hundred thousand persons, whose yellow skins testify, that the white 
man's blood courses through their veins. Whether the honorable 
portion of their parentage is to be ascribed exclusively to the few abo- 
litionists scattered ovei tlie south — and who, under such supposition, 
must, indeed, be prodigies of industiy and prolificuess — or whether 
anti-abolitionists there, have, notwithstanding ail their pious horror 
of "amalgamation," been contributing to it, you can better judge 
than myself. 

It appears to me highly improbable, that emancipation would be 
follovyed by the migration of the emancipated. Emancipation, which 
has already added fifty per cent, to the value of estates in the British 
West Indies, would immediately add as much to the value of the soil 
of the south. Much more of it would be brought into use ; and, 
notwithstanding the undoubted truth, that the frcedman pccforms 
twice as much labor as when a slave, the south would require, in- 
stead of any diminution, a very great increase of the number of her 
laborers 
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The plav'c-lioiders of the soiitii represent slavery as a hoavon-born 
instiliitmn — lliemsclves as patriarchs and pattenia of benevolence— 
and tlicir slaves, as Ih'Ar tenderly treated and happy dependents. 
The aholilionisiH, on U\o contrary, think thi^t slavery is from hell — 
that slavc-!iol(]iTs arc the worst of robbers — and that their slaves are 
tlie wiclchod vicJ.ims of unsurpassed cruelties. Now, how do abo- 
litionists propose to settle tiie points at issue ? — by fanciful piclurcfi 
of tlie abominations of slavery to countervail the like pictures of its 
blessedness ? — by mere asscrt'lons ag;».inst slavery, to balance hktc as- 
sertions ir 'ts favor ? No — but by the perfectly reasonable and fair 
means c ' xaniining slavery in the light of its own code- — of judginij 
of the cha.acfcr of iho slave-holder in the light of his own conduct 
— and cf arguing the condition of the slave from unequivocal evi- 
dences of the ligiit in which the slave himself views it. To this end 
we publish extracts from the southern slave code, which go to show 
that slavery subjects its victims to the abaolulo control of their erring 
fellow men — that it withholds from them marriage and the Bible — 
that it classes them with brutes and things — and annihilates the dis- 
tinctions between mind and matter. To this end we republish in 
part, or entirely, pamphlets and books, in which Bouthern men ex- 
hibit, with, their own pens, some of the horrid features of slavery. 

•Some of the advertisements of this class identify the fugitive slave 
by the scars, whicli the whip, or the manacles and fetters, or the 
rifle had made on his person. Some of them offer a reward for his 
head I — and it is to this same end, that we oflcn refer to the ten thou- 
sands, who have fled from southern slavery, and the fifty fold that 
number, who have unsuccessfully attempted to fly from it. How 
unutterable must be the horrors of the southerri! prison-house, and 
how strong and undying the inherent love of liberty to induce these 
wretched flliow beings to brave the perils which cluster so thickly 
and frightfully around their attempted escape? That love is indeed 
undying. — Letter to Henry Clay. 

WILLIAM RAWLE, 

In the month of March, 1818, upon the decease of Dr. Caspar 
Wit'lar, anot)5cr of the Spartan band, Mr. Rawle was unanimously 
elected president of the Pennsylvania Abolition" Society, and so con- 
tinued until the hour of his death. How deeply he commiserated in 
the condition of the unhappy bondsmen, a life of generous devotion 
to the melioration of that condition abundantly shows. 

His struggles in behalf of those who were incapable of struggling 
for themselves, were constant and unwearied. In such a contest, 
which ho nobly sustained for upwards of forty years, what could sup. 
port lam? Nothing but the buoyant consciousness of undeviating 
rectitude. For such unceasing efforts what could reward him ? 
Nothing but the cheering smiles of approving heaven, here, and its 
meaaurcless glories hereafter. The objects of his bounty were tliose 
froni whom he could expect no return ; they were of the proscribed 
and outlawed race ; and even wlien asserting their violated rig'its, he 
himself, in the eye of their oppressors, was oflcn condemned to share 
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in their odium, and almost pavfako of llioir penalties. It required no 
ordinary mind, no common place influences, thus at the same lime 
to encounter the shaf'ss of prejudice and pride in behalf of a class of 
men, who, fettered themselves, could impart no aid tu the conllivit, 
no consolations to the vanquished — no trophies to (ho victor. What 
laurels shall spring from the barren and arid soil of Africa ? Whal 
reward shall her benighted and enslaved children bestow, to requite 
ji-ast exertion, or stimulate to renewed ctTorls, while every where con. 
If.-.tnted by danger — every where disheartened by dismay ? For sucli 
devotion there can be but one motive^ and thai is, hun)anity ; three 
can bo but one recompense, and that is the bleesing of the bleeding 
and broken heart, upon which the sojl shall be wafted to the bosouj 
of its God. His dof trines upon this subject, which were the doc. 
irines of Franklin, of Lafayette, of Rush, of Wilbcrforce, may be 
scoffed at by some — condemned by others — they may not have been 
eafc doctrines to live by, but they '^vcre safe to die by ; and, for my 
single self, I should ask no prouder inscription for my humble londi, 
than — iiERK LIES thk: fkirnd of tue friendless African. — David 
Paul , r wn, 

FRANCIS JACKSON. 

If a large majority of this community choos'3 to turn a deaf ear to 
the wrongs, which arc inflicted upon their countrymen in other por. 
tions of the land — if they are content to turn away from tlie sight of 
oppression, and " pass by on the other side" — so it must be. But 
when they undertake in any way to impair or annul my right to 
speak, write, and k|niblish upon any subject, and more especially upon 
enormities, which arc thy^ common concern of every lover of his 
country and his kind — so it must not be — so it shall not be, if I for 
one can prevent. Upon this ^reat right let us hold on at all hazards. 
And siiould we, in its exercise, be driven from public halls to private 
dwellings, one house at least shall be consecrated to its preservation. 
And if, in defence of this sacred privilege, which man dkl not give 
me, and shall not (if I can help it) take from mc, this roof and these 
walls shall be levelled to the earth, let them fall if they must ; they 
cannot crumble in a better cause. They will appear of very liille 
value to me, after theiv owner shall have been ivhipt into silence. 

Mobs and gag lav/s, and the other contrivances by which fraud or 
force would stifle inquiry, will not long work well in this communi- 
ty. They betray the essential rottenness of the cause, they are meant 
to strengthen. These outrages are doing their work with the feilect 
ing. Happily, one point ccems already to bo gaining universal as 
sent, that slavery cannot long survive free discussion. Hence the ef- 
forts of the friends and apologists of slavery to break down this right. 
And hence the immense stake, which the enemies of slavery hold, in 
behalf of freedom and mankind, in its preservation. The contest is 
therefore substantially between liberty and slavery. 

As slavery cannot exist with free discussion — so neither can liberty 
breathe without it. Losing this, we, too, shall not be freemen in 
deed, but little, if at all, superior to the millions we now seek to 
cinancioatc. 
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Tub Anti.Marriage Law of Massachusktts 

GEORGE BRADBURN. 

That, such a law (prohibiting marriatrr) a law, so utterly derofjato. 
ry to all those principles of freedom and t:quality, which every Nciv 
Entjlander, at least, is supposed to reverence— a law, wliich ^fia.iuait s 
hun)an rights by the hue of the skin, which would brand with intatny 
more than one of America's statesmen and most eloquent oiatois. 
which tramples in the dust the divine ins^^titution of m?rriaffe, and Ir- 
galizes the most high-handed robbery of the innot'ent and t!ic lioip- 
less — ;that such a law should be suffered to remain so long on the >ia. 
tutc book of Massachusetts, I regard as among tbe feels destineii, at 
once, to task the credulity, and excite the worider and reprobation 
of posterity. Posterity may Hnd some excuse, perhaps see mint rea- 
son, for the conduct of our puritanical fathers, in breaking the mcku 
of heretics, and putting men and women to death for '* ihe sin of 
wilchcraft." Some palhation of that conduct may be found m iha 
general darkness of the age, iti which those fathers lived. But how 
posterity can palliate or excuse the continuance, by men living among 
the lights of the present age, of a statute so odious, so unjust, and 
so ridiculously absurd and conteniptible withal, as the one iii qnes- 
lion, it is quite impossible to conceive. But the fact, that. wi»cn re- 
spectable women, moved by the wrongs inflicted by this law, a iven- 
tured to pray for its repeal, they were answered with iibald jesls.wilh sar. 
ca.sms, lampoons, and sneers, were denounced as alfecling With the 
' insanity of fanaticism,' taunted with seeking (o annul a ' s;auilc of 
deijency,' and assailed, directly, openly, atid u/)blushing'y, with im- 
putations even upon their virtue, not only by gentlen)en, so called, 
standing in their places as members of the Massachusetts house of 
representatives, but also in the deliberate, printed reports drawn up 
by the chairmen of grave legislative commiUees— this is a I'lcl, cal- 
culated more than all others perhapf, to excite in posterity, if indeed 
posterity can be made to credit it, deep feelings of surprise, of amaze- 
ment, of indignant, burning reprobation. But posterity will do jutu 
tice to both the object and the motives of the petitioners. And when 

* future historians shall forn» an estunafe of the manners and morals 
of the age,' those petitioners, having declined availing thenjsclves of 
the 'opportunity,' which the chairman of one of the conmiittee just 
alluded to, with liberality almost peculiar to himself, was disposed to 

* afFoi-d' them, ' to remove their names from the rolls on which they 
are v/ritten,' they will be honorably set down as atnong the few, thai 
were willing to do something, not less for the a-efurnnalion of those 
' manners and morals,' than for the extensioi^ to all of the enjoy- 
ment of equal rights and privileges ; while their Iraducers, too insig, 
njficant to be < damned to everlasting fame,' though not too impotent, 
perhapS; to have aided somewhat as well in corrupting the 'manners 
and morals of the age,' as in perpetuating that corruption, will be 
passed over, and aiiowsd to sink auietlv into oblivion. 

10 
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GEORGE BRADBURN. 

ji we should be involved in a war, and obliged to expend an al* 
most countless sum in carrying it on, the soulh has very pohlcly in" 
formed us, lha' if we will furnislj the fniin, she will furnish ihe of 
fiecrs ; and the expenses may come out of tlie pockels of those who 
have the money. No; s&ti>fiod, however, with requiring us to sup. 
port the American slave trade, we are also called upon to support the 
African, and to let tne stripes and slars of our boasted republic Hoat 
unfurled to the breeze, al tlie mari-head of every pira'e-ciaft, wliicii 
is engaged in the nefarious traffic. We are aj a nal,i(.>n counniticd in 
deft.nco of slavery ; and we could not, Viiidi;r presf;nL cii cunjsiaiices, 
be truly and consis^tently represented in European courts, l>y any but 
iho^e identified with siave-ho'diijg; interescis. 

Rut why is it that we must, not let our llag be invaded, in order to 
assist in putting a plop to the slavs trade ? Wiiy, Uncle Sam's dig- 
nity must not be touched ! Uncle Sam has so much dignity, that, he 
will not suifer any one to inquire who is sailing under his colors. 
Uncle Sam will be satisfied witli nothing short of giving his dignity, 
and his power^ and his name, to the support of a trade whicli i?. at 
war with every principle of humanity and justice, and i» dclerniined 
*io let foreign nations know it. 

WILLIAM GOODELL. 

TuK National Governmknt is Governed by Slavery. — In the 
very organization of that government the slave power exerted a 
moiilding influence. It secured lo i'seif the preponderancy, which 
it has ever since main'ained, in ihe apportionment of representatives 
in Congrvss. By thi» means, the -^lave states Bend, at present, one 
hundred representatives, tliougli their wiiitc population entitles them 
to only seventy.five. They have twenty.six senators in congress, 
when the principle of equal representation would give them but thir- 
teen. They have one hundred and twenty- six electoral votes tor 
president, when they would have but eighty-eight were they placed 
on an equal and just footing with the free states. This power is the 
secret of northern sycophancy to 5;he f outh. 

Tlie exercise of the slave power over the nation, through the general 
government and for its own purposes is teen the following particulars. 
1 On every disputed question, either of political econorav, or su 
pMcnce lo the supposed interests of the siave states, the constant aiid 
commonly successful argument urged in and out ot congress lor irts 
last fo'^^y V ears has been the threat of »^iitt,r'i.MHflr the union '* 
givinj; ihidpe to our naturalization, nuiu.ni, ana Dost oHice iaw«. ir:'X 
in tht -finuient of the federal (tiisiui t- vumh. ;uis neen apu'vf f» 
ee'"'T p 'vn; jteople of color ' * """it domain acaun«»t W 
the pi "..••ase of Louisiana, has, under auinority ot congress, been 
filucked with slaves, except so much of it as is north of 38 L2 de- 
jneea of north latitude.' Seven new slave states have been added io 
liie union. 4. In the District of Columbia, slavery has been estab- 
lished by laws of congress, believed to be unconstitutional, and ag- 
gravated by additional enactments from time to time, and peu'oiiar 
t:. iiifiess have been civen for rendering the district what it is, thg 
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grand cent/c o** tlic domestic slave trade between the states. Lawa 
have also been made by which freemen, suspected of bein^ fufriljvea 
from slavei"}^, are seized and sold in the District of Columbia as slaves, 
Mnless they can prove their freedom while incarcerated in a dungeon, 
and this too by the judgment of a tribunal directly interested in their 
ct^ndemnation and sale. 5. >The federal governrncnt has negociated 
^Vv<A^ Great Britain and Mcxi<ii>, for the surrender of fugitive slaves. 
(y. ^Florida, while a Spanish Province, was invaded, by aulhority of 
li^; federal government, in time of peace, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing a fort of fugitive slaves. 7. Com)>ensation for fugitive slaves 
who had taken refuge on board of British ships of war has been ob. 
tained by the federal govcrni,nent from dreat Britain. 8. ElTorts 
have been made by our government to recover slaves shipwnicked on 
Bermuda and elsewhere. 9. The American slave trade, cat-st-wise 
and over land, is prosecuted under special protection of the general 
government. Sotne of these slaves are entirely white ! 10. The 
federal government, in its intercourse with Great Britain has mani- 
fested a settled and persevering duplicity, in regard to the suppression 
of the African slave trade — totally evading and declining fill propo- 
Bitions for assisting in its efficient suppression. 11. It lias winked at 
the illegal importation of African slaves. 12. It has covertly aided 
the colonization society, (managed by slave-holders) in its work of 
ridding the slave states froui the troublesome presence of free people 
of color. 13. It has made efforts to prevent the abolition of slavery 
in the Island of Cuba, and even intimated itb readiness to engage in 
a war to prevent it I 14. It has manifested a marked hostility to the 
government of Hayti, refusing to acknowledge its independence, 
though the measure was manife*i]y required by tlie conimercial in 
terests of the country, — and it lias exerted its influence at the Con- 
gress of Panama, to prevent the South American Republics from re- 
cognizing Hayti as a new state. 15. It has successfully managed to 
bring about a recognition of Texas, under circumstances calculated 
to plunge the country in a Mexican war. 16. It has put forth per- 
severing and varied efforts to eifect the annexation of Texas to the 
United Stales. 17. Florida has been purchased because it was a re- 
fuge for fugitives. 18. The Seminole W3,r has been waged and prose- 
. cuted for the same reason. 

Inferences. — 1. That the slave power in congress is the predonn- 
lating and ascendant power. 2. That its power is vigilantly and suc- 
cessfully exercised in the support of the slave system. 3, That in 
<he prosecution of this work, it holds all the other interests of the 
country to be of minor iniporlancc. 4. That this work is carried on 
with little or no remonstrance or opposition on the part of the repre- 
eentrtives and senators of the non-slave-holding states. And, of course. 
5. That the liberties as well as the interests of northern freemen, so 
far as the action of the general government is concerned, arc at the 
mercv of a slave power, which always holds its own interests para- 
mouat to all oihQm,—AniuSlavery Lecturer. 
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JOSHUA LEAVITT. 

The ascendency of the slave-power in the councils of the nation, 
obtained tliroufrh the ill-advised concessions of the federal constitu- 
tion, and strenjjihcned hy a long series of usurpations on the one 
band, and of nuuvridev.-i on the othej'j is unjust, dangcvons to tbe 
union, and incuiiipalible with the pre^vatioij of free jrovcrnnitent ; 
and is the principal cause of the political and linancial eviis under 
which v:c groan ; and thus the only hope of relief is in a united de- 
termination of the friends of freedom, to employ all wise and lawful 
means for the extinction of slavery itself. 

The fiist point \h the fact of the ascendancy of thfi slave power in 
the general government. It controls all national appoin* men f,s. No 
man has been or cai,' be elected president, but a slave-holdr-r, or a 
man fully approved by the slave-holders. Slave-holdei.s have been 
vice-presidents since 1830 ; and presideJits of the senate since .1800 ; 
thus securing the casting vote in the senate. Since lti2'2, noi'e but 
a slave-holder ha>i been speaker of the house. A majority of t ie su- 
preme court are from tiie, slave states. Every member of the cabi- 
net is either a slave-holder or a devoted supporter of the slave power. 
It controls the national diplomacy. For six years, tlic chief busi- 
ness of our minister at London, was to urge the British government 
to pay for certain shipwrecked slaves, set at liberty by tbe old habeas 
corpus ; and at length the sum of jC25,000 was gained for the slave- 
holders, a sum just about equal to the expense of the mission ; and 
this while the boundary question and other important matters were 
chiefly overlooked. We have now six foreign embassies engaged in 
looking after tbe interests of the tobacco planters. Slavery controls 
the legislation of Congress. No act has been passed, no course of 
legislation adopted but with the consent of the slave power. And no 
deujand of the slave-holders has ever been successfully resisted, how- 
ever injurious it niight be to other in'erests, contrary to the constitu- 
tion, hostile to the principles of liberty and justice, or derogatory to 
the national honor. Slavery holds the nation as a subjugated king- 
do:n, and allows the government to exercise its functions only in strict 
subs.rviency to the will of the dominant power. 

2. This ascendancy lias been gained through the ill-advised con. 
cessions of the constitution, and strengthened by a series of usurpa- 
tions and submissions disgraceful to the nation. Let it be borne in 
mind that all the concetisiona to slavery were purely gratuitous. 
Slavery had no claims to be considered. It was not an interest of 
the nation, it added nothing to the national wealthy the national 
strength, or the national honor, but is a mere damage to them all, 
and is in no sense entitled to be regarded as an interest, but as. an 
enemy. For these concessions, the slave-holders rendered no equiva- 
lent. They pressed their claims, not by argument or by persuasion, 
but by bullying ; and the constitution pacified them, as a man would 
pacify a highway robber who with a pistol at his breast demands his 
purse, and at length by a compromise" takes up with half the 
amount. Our fathers never would have yielded as they did, but for 
the belief then generally entertained that slavery would be of tern- 
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porai-y duration, and that the future tendencies would all be in favor 
of liberty. The result does honor to their good feeling, rather tiian 
their wisdom. Tijcy overlooked the moral axioms, that the tolerance 
of sin leads to corruption, and that usurpation ever grows by sub- 
mission and is never satisfied. 

3. That these concessions are wholly unjust in their operation, as 
between the two sections of the country, may be seen from a slight 
examination of one of them. 

THE FEDERAL RATIO. 

By the constitution, the slave-holding states are allowed to be rep- 
resented for three-fifths of the number of their slaves. This is an 
unjust, law, because slaves are not inlaw persona in those states, 
they neither sustain the relations nor exercise the functions of per- 
sons, the)' do not possess llie prerogatives nor bear the respon 
sibilities of persons, nor contribute as persons to the common 
wealth or s-trength, and therefore have no right to be considered as 
persons in the apportionment of political power. Representatives 
reprcse'^it only people, freemen. The, south has 3-8 millions of peo 
pie and 100 representatives, the north 7 millions and 142 ropresjcn- 
tatives. The south is only entitled to 75 representatives, and by re- 
curring to the history of the country it will be found that these 25 
representatives of slaves have in fact determined nearly every im- 
portant question of the government. Look at the bearing of this on 
particular states, 

Pennsylvania has 937,877 free inhabitants, and 19 representatives. 
Virginia has nearly 200.000 less, and 21 representatives, when she 
vi only entitled to Ifi. This is a specimen. 

Tlie representation in the senate was originally equal, but is now 
greatly changed. The senate was divided between the north and 
south (Delaware then being always reckoned with the north until 
1819) thus 



1789 North, 16 Senators, representing each, 123,000 

South, 10 ♦« " " 125,000 

1820 North, 22 " «' " 228,000 

South, 22 " " " 125,000 

1839 North, 26 « " 269,000 

South, 26 " " " 145,757 



The admijfssion of Louisiana, in 1812, and the going over of Dela- 
ware tc slavery, produced this tie, of which the Missouri compro- 
mise was the first fryits— the full harvest of infamy and woe is yet 
to be reaped. 

The electoral vote for president is composed of both these ratios, 
and combines the injustice of both. Pennsylvania has 30 votes lor 
president ; the six -states, of S. Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana and Kentucky, with a free population nearly 
200,000 less, has 52 votes. Their number, in proportion to their 
free population, would be 26, or just one-half. Had the division of 
the stales remained as it was when the constitution was adopted, and 
had the increase in the proportionate number of the free and slave 
10* 
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states kept pace with the increase of free population, tne free stales 
Tvould now liave 36 senators instead of 26 ; and were a right appor- 
tionment made, the electoral vote would stand 178 N. to 101 S. in- 
stead of 168 to 126. The 45 electoral votes gratuitously conceded 
to slavery, arc enough to govern all elections, by being judiciously 
emploj'cd in balancing the parties of the north, so as to keep them 
all in subserviency to the slave interest, whenever that comes in com • 
petition with the interest of the country. 

Ohio, with 902,453 votes, has 21 electors ; while Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina. Alabama and Mississippi, witli 211,939 
votejs, have 76 electors. Massachusetts, with 74,594 votes, has 14 
electors ; North Carolina and Alabama, with 74,000 votes, have 22 
electors ; and Virginia and South Carolina, with 83,000 votes, 
have 31. 

In the distribution of the surplus revenue, m 1837, the slave states 
managed to get the electoral ratio established as the rule of appor- 
tionment. In consequence, six of the slave states. South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana a»d Kentucky, became 
entitled to f^6,754,588 ; while Pennsylvania, with a popuiatioii of 
nearly 200,000 more, had only ^3,823.358. NcwJerscy received 
^3,20 to each free person, Georgia $4:80, South Carolina 1^5.27, 
Louisiana e§6, and Massachusetts two dollars and ninety-two cents. 

4. It is easy to show that this element of our political institutions 
is both dangerous to the union and incompatible with a free govern- 
ment, T^he possession of unjust and irresponsible power always in- 
toxicates, and those who hold it become infatuated, and extend their 
encroachments in an increased ratio, until they become intolerable, 
and drive the oppressed to revolution. Such is the liistory of the past. 
Such is the career' now running by the slave-power in this country. 
Its gags, its post-office restrictions, its political intolerance, its inter- 
ference with every political and financial interest, will, if not checked 
by constitutional means, drive the people of the north to a revolution, 
for which the responsibility will chiefly rest upon such northern states- 
men as [Proffit,] Van Buren, Webster, Buchanan, &c. who vie with 
each other in etforte to bind the north at the chariot wheels of the 
slave-power. 

5. Time fails, to illustrate, in detail, the extent to which slavery 
is the cause of our political and financial evils. In politics, it em. 
barrasses all our diplomacy with foreign nations. It sacrifices the 
national honor. How it looks, to see a government professedly free 
chiefly occupied in securing an-i extending the interests of slavery ! 
It binds us helpless and trembling at the feet of the nation with 
which we are chiefly in contact. It enslaves the public press, that 
old " palladium of liberty." It controls public offices. It inflames 
parties at the north, so that its pendulum power can be employed to 
keep them vicing with each other in self^iegradation and servil"'.y.— 
The Emancipator. 
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THE SLAVE REPRESENTATION. 

The American Congress is, without doubt, an anomaly as a de 
liberative body, in the civilized world. In that most august repre- 
sentative body of twenty-four sovereign and independent states, are 
twcnty-eight members elected in consequence of two and a quarter 
millions of slaves existing in one part of the nation, whence these 
twenty-eight members come, not to represent them, but to opjiose any 
plan, or project, which might tend to the benefit of those slaves, to 
whose very numbers these twenty-cigiit members were indebted for 
their seats. By counting five slaves as three while or free persons, 
as the basis of congressional representation, these tweniy-eiglit uiem- 
bers of Congress hold their seats as the chattel representatives, or as 
the representatives of things and not of men, and possess or claim 
the power to silence their chattel or thing constifulency, when it asks 
or seeks to become a man-constituency, and also claim the high pre- 
rogr ,ive of silencing their associate members of Congress, who would 
seek to elevate the chattel constituency of the twentv-eighi men to the 
man basis. The tvventy-eight claim that it is a diatiuct portion of 
tlieir official duty to countervail the sympathy and humanity of the 
age, when it shall manifest a desire to elevate then- constituents to 
tli'o common rights and privileges of mankind. These twenty-eight 
men come to represent nothing but the congregated ahturdilios and 
all the marked moral obliquities of this i)eriod of the world. 

Tiiese twenty-eight inen come, as a sort of body guard to lust, la- 
ziness, uni)aid wages, ignorance, heathenism, the rights of tlie lash, 
amalgamation, prostitution, the shooting down unpaid laborers for 
leaving their employments, divorcing husbands and wives, separating 
parents and children, the selling men, women and children, by pri- 
vate contract or by public outcry ; yea, the right of vending ui.born 
generations ; yes, the exalted privilege, peculiar to the slave-ho der; 
of selling his own children, his own brothers and sisters, cousins, 
nephews and neices, into the raosl miserable slavery, and all and 
every the right of duelling, chivalry, assassmation, murder and ge- 
nerally all and every and each of the multiplied rights embraced 
within the circle of the most unbounded inhumanity. 

These twenty-eight congressmen are the chosen gladiators to dis- 
pute every inch of ground, which the humanity of Congress may 
desire to occupy. These are the men, whose voles arc employed to 
gag the House of Representatives of the nation. These are the 
twenty-eight men to lead the house on the forlorn hope of suppretsir.g 
debate, and take the liberties of tfie nation by storm, and lead them 
into captivity without the hope of ransom These are the men, 
elected differently from all the rest, not to favor but to resist all mea. 
sures offered by those, for the benefit of their thing-constituency ; 
these are the men, i who, under the pretence of preserving order and 
quiet, in the glory of representatives, produce wild chaos and pri- 
meval night, amidst their maniac screams of Order ! Order J OR- 
DER ! ! \-^Alvan Stewart. 
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THOMAS EARLE, 

lam conviiiced that if slavery were abolished in the south, the 
rise in the vahie of real estate in five years would more than com- 
|)f.'nsate tho price of the slave. Moreover, the improvement in morals, 
in order, in peace of mind, would be far greater than any pecuniary 
considerations. Look at the want of energy, industry, science, lite- 
rature, and improvement in the south compared with the north; and 
see if you .".a.i hesitite as to the advantages. Look at the homicides 
and other immoralities in public men, judges, and presidents of col- 
leges and literary institutions. Read the accounts of slaves killed by 
masters, and of masters killed by slaves, and contrast it with the 
fact, that in six and a lialf years of freedom in two of the British 
VV<,-st Indies, and two and a half years in the remainder not a sin- 
gle white mCif has been killed by one of the African race ; and see 
if you c?n hesitale as to the just and expedient course. 

So great is my attachment to the union, that for the sake of per- 
petuating that union without any accompanying oppression to be 
committed by uf of the north, I should be willing to waive any ques- 
tion of the strictest right, and see the whole of the public lands ap- 
propriated through a change of the constitution, to the extinction of 
slavery ; and such I believe would be the sentiment of a vast majori- 
ty of the people of the north. 

Tliere are no people on earth so disposed as slave-holders to inter- 
iere with the policy of other countries. This is a natural result of 
the system <lpelf. for slavery is the greatest known interference of 
one class of men with the rights and interest of others, and those 
who practice the greater will not be likely to hepitate at the less. As 
this was true of the slave-holders iu the tyrannical republics of Sparta 
and of Rome, where hutnan beings v/cre required to kill qach other 
for the amusement of the aristocracy, so it is true of the slave-holders 
of this day. The institutions, religious and political, not only of the 
northern states, but of England, Mexico, Texas, France, China, 
and Africa, arc the constant subjects of the solicitude and care of 
our southern slave-holding brethren. They could pass resolutions 
and furnish money in aid of South America, Texas, Greece, and 
Poland. They will, through our secretary of state, request the Pacha 
of Egypt not to oppress the Jews of Damascus. They would pro- 
testantize France, christianize India, and civilize Africa ; yet they 
would deny us the right of attempting by moral suasion to convert 
themselves to our views of Christianity. 



BERIAH GREEN. 

What is American slavery ? What are its inherent tendencies, 
and what its necessary effects ? What are its victims doomed to suf- 
fer under its influence ? It finds them, as the creatures of God, re 
fleeting his image. It finds ihem endowed with reason, and forbids 
them to walk in the light of its principles. It finds them formed with 
the power of conscience, and forbids them to bow to its dictates. It 
finds them gifted with free-will, and forbids them to act according to 
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tlicir choice. It finds tliem the children of the skies, and fuiLIds 
(Iicm lo make provision for their immortality. It finds them exalted 
and dignified hy the image of God, which they bear, and dofti its ut- 
mohl to degiado them to a level with the beasts which perish aronnd 
tfu'ip. Ill its inherent and necessary tendency it slrikoo at the very 
vita's of lh;;tr Innnanily. It strives to obliterate every characteristic 
feature and {uojx.rty of their human nature. 

A:id wint is the language of our brother Lovcjoy's blood? It 
speaks i>r the frightfid impartiality of slavery in nmitiplying the vie. 
tims of i1:> niin-derous malignity. What does it care for the barriers 
which werciiesigned to separate iiie slave states from the free ? What 
does it care for any variety of complexion; what for powerful talents 
and exalted stafion ; what for the elevated character, e.'ttensive use- 
fulness, or general confidence, for which any Ar>,cncan citizen may 
be dislhigiiished ? It oonlcnms! the most important relations and tlie 
most f-ar.;ed ofiieos. From its tnake-like grasp, no sanctuary can af- 
ford any prot/.!clii)n. To all, v. ithout the least respect for the cord of 
caste or the distinctions of society, it offers one and the same alter- 
native — to subserve its interests, or stand exposed to the heaviest ir» 
juries it can inflict. This alicrnative, in a proclamation breathiiijj 
out thrcalcnings and slaughter," it has put into the open mouths of 
myriads of criers from Georgia to Maine. Aijd, alas, to what nuns- 
hers of our fellow-cilizens has not this been a lerribic alternative I 
Thousands nj)on thousands have given np their birth-rights ; have 
'jons(;nted to bow down to the Moloch, " besmeared with blood of hu- 
man sacrifice atid parents' tears," which demanded at their hands the 
sacrifice of every thing dear and precious in our civil, social, and 
religious insliluiions ! Among these are to be recorded a large ma- 
jority of those lo whom tlic powers of the press vveie conlided. On 
llic one hand, the}- have refused to record and to publish the frightful 
ravages which slavery was multiplying, especially its fearful encroach- 
ments on the inheritance of freemen ; and on the other, they have 
taxe(i their utmost ingenuity to frame and circulate the most deceit- 
ful ajmlogles for any of its excesses which might break upon the pub- 
lic attention. They have done what they conld to protect and en 
courage the nionster, while gnawing with unwearied tooth upon the 
vitals of the republic. To such conductors of the press must, in 
multiplied instances, be added those lo whom was entrusted the sword 
of the magistrate. From the heads of Jftw-abiding, public-spu-ited, 
and useful citizens, who, while exposed to the greatest injuries, iiad 
the strongest claims upon their countenance and aid, they have 
withdravi'n tlie shield of their protection. Often have they been 
known to be the iustigatois and abettors of the intoxicated rabble, 
whom they have virtually led on to the wildest exces.ses and the 
most intolerable outrages. In their official stations, they have 
played the tyrant ; — avowing maxims, and advancing doctrines, 
and setting up pretensions, obviously and radically subversive of 
tlie whole frame-work of our government. The sword which they 
had sworn to use in defence of freedom, they have, without blushing 
for their perjury and perfidy, offered to employ in the service of sia. 
•very. 
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RICHARD HILDRETH. 

Slavery is a continuation of the state of war. It is true that one 
oi the combatants is subdued and bound : but llu; war ia not tornii- 
iiited. If I do not put the captive to death, this apparent clemcnoy 
does not arise from any good will towards him, or any extinction on 
my part of hostile feelings and intentions. I, spare his life merely 
because I expect to be able to put him to a uae more advantageous to 
myself. And if the captive, on the other hand, feigns submission 
still he is only watching for an opportunity to escape my grasp, and 
if possible to inflict upon me evils as great as those to which I have 
subjected- him. 

War is justly regarded, and with the progress of civilization it 
comes every day more and more to be regarded, as the very greatest 
of social calamities. The introduction of slavery into a coammnity, 
amounts to an eternal protraction of that calamity, and a universal 
diffusion of it through the whole inass of society, and that too, in its 
most ferocious form. 

Now every plantation in the slave states is to be looked upon as 
the seat of a little camp, wlwlch overawes and keeps in subjection the 
surrounding peasantry. The master claims and exercises over his 
slaves all the rights of war above described, and others yet more ter- 
rible. Consider too that this infliciion is not limited to a single neigh- 
borhood, as in the case of an invading army, but is scattered and dif- 
fused over the whole extent of the country ; nor is it temporary as in 
the other case, but constant and perpetual. It is by taking a view 
like this, that we are enabled to form a primary, general, outline idea 
of the social contUtion of a slave-holding community. 

Considering slaves merely as property, there are two grievous in- 
fringements upon the master's liberty. But consider them as men, 
and the infringement upon the master's freedom of action is still more 
intolc'~able. I am deprived by law of the capacity to be benevolent 
and just. I am ready to confer upon a fellow being the highest boon 
which man can glv^i} or receive ; — but the laws do not permit me to 
confer it. Perhaps tte slave is my own child. No matter ; he shall 
remain a slave to the day of his death, unless I can obtain as a par- 
ticular grace and favor, a special permisfion to set him free. la this 
liberty ? Is not the servitude of the father as miserable almost as 
that of the son ? 

The authors of these laws have plainly perceived that the natural 
dictates of humanity are at war with the institution of slavery ; and 
that if left to tlieir own operation, sooner or later, they would ac- 
complish its overthrow. To perpetuate the slavery of the unprivileg- 
ed class, they have fettered up those sentirncntsj of the human heart, 
which are the foundatiorf of morality and of the charities of life. 
For the sake of brutalizing others, they have sought to barbarize 
themselves. 

Liberty of opinion, liberty of speech, and liberty of the press do 
not exist in the southern states of the American Union, any more 
than under any other despotism. No doubt there are some subject* 
which may be very freely discci.issed there ; but the same is the case 
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under all (Icspc'isins. Any body may freely discuss at Rome or iVIos- 
cow, tlie merits and demerits of American slavery. The o;ily pro. 
liibiteci subjects are, the plans of government and systems cf policy 
uphekl by the pope or the czar. 

instead however of saying that the masters and tiie slaves are 
equally happy, _the idea niiglit be more clearly and distimclly expres- 
sed by saying, that both njastcrs and slaves arc oquaily misciable 
Slavery is an invention for dividing the goods and ills of life inio 
two separate {)arccls, so as to bestow all the ill." upon the shncs. anri 
ail the good upon fhs masters. So far as regar Is die slaves, ibis at.- 
fempt is successful enough. The miseries of life are conecutratc.l 
upon tlieir heads in a terrible mass. But as rcsprcttj the masters, the 
ex])criment fails entirely. — Despotism in America. 

J. BLANCH ARD. 

All can see, at a glance, that a slave's virtues are of little earthly 
use to liim. Honesiy and industry in business will not bring him 
wealth, nor can dishonesty and idleness sijik him into a lower poverly 
than that vvhicii beloiiga- to the conuition of a slave. For no man 
can be poorer than he who does not own himself. Inlcliigence, fa'ents, 
refinement, all that constitutes the glory of a civilized in,m, arc but 
so many curses to one doomed to slavery for life. Every tiling that 
quickens his sensibilities, only makes him the more alive to the misery 
and degradation of his condition ; for it is ojily while ho forgets that 
he is a man, that he can be contented as a slave. 

Who tliim can reduce man to this terrible stafCv or retain him in 
if , and not justly drca<i the denunciations of God against oppression ? 
When he ships his slave of the safe-guards of virtue, and the a'tri. 
butcs of humanity, he usurps for hmj.-clf the prerogatives of God I 
Nay, worse still. He demands of the slave a submission jiot claimed 
by God ; and enforces it by means wliich arc never resorted to l)y ihe 
Devil! For Jehovah never governs his rationa? creatures by mere 
will ; and Satan never coerces, though he leujpta men to serve him. 
The Slave-holder does both. The rule of life to the slave is locked up 
in the owner'.s breast. He knows not to-day what submissions be may 
be called to on the morrow. Thus he has no fixed rule or law of 
life. 

* 

S. B. TREADWELL. 

Onc-sixth part only of the human family are white. Fivc-sixthf! 
of the whole human race, are by the hand of our Common Parent, 
complexioned from the olive to the copper color, and fVoni the cop- 
per color, still darker. fiThe aristocratic principles, of what is eoui- 
monly called prejudice against color, exhibit not only the wickedness, 
but the extreme folly of our entertaining, and deliberately cherishing 
such feelings against people who happen to be somewhat ditlbrently 
complexioned to ourselves, that we cannot extend to them even the 
common csvilities. hospitalities, or the charities of life. This won- 
derful monster in human nature, is nothing more nor less than hateful 
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aristocratic casie. To say the least of it, it is anli-republican, un- 
reasonable, unkind, illiberal, not to say unchristian and wicked. 

The guilty conscience of the slave-holder, while he holds his vam- 
pire grasp upon his human prey, dares not allow hirn to give thein 
the least possible means of knowing and avenging their wrongs, any 
more than the |>irate himself dares put his bloody implements into the 
hands of his ill fated victima. But when the slave-holder draws the 
iron froni the soul, lets go his grasp, and sets his slaves at 'nil liberty 
to breathe lh«,'ir native air of freedom, as their benevolent Creator de- 
signed thoin to do, they leap for joi% and at once rally around him 
as their best friend, and bury their past wrongs forever. They can 
then begin to learn, and to a;>preciate the invaluable boon of civil li- 
berty, and like men raised from the dead, to the astonishment of all, 
" they are seen walking uprightly." — American Liberties and Ameri. 
can Slavery, 



HENRY C. WRIGHT. 

The slaves are a part of " the governed" spoken of by our fathers, 
and what are we taught respecting their rights ? — Annually, on the 
fourth of July, it has been the practice ,^;lOUt the nation, from 
its birth, to rehearse the Declaration of Incc|»endcnce, for the pur- 
pose of refreshing the' memories of the people with the great funda- 
mental principles on which the government is erected, that every 
man may be reminded of the sound and solid foundation of our re- 
publican edifice, and, keeping them as the apple of the eye, may 
hold them up in holy defiance of all political |uipirants, who may be 
disposed to elevate themselves at the expense of the rights of others. 
In doing this, we have professed not to be supremely selfish. Wc 
have hoped to see the thrones of foreign despotism subverted by these 
principles of right. We have thundered them in the ears of all na- 
tions, till the earth rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard 
for more than half a century. We have sympathized with the valiant 
Poles and struggling Greeks, and it was our principles of indepen- 
dence which prompted such sympathy. But must we forget the ap- 
plication of these principles to the cruelly oppressed in our own coun- 
try ? Must we bow with revereniial awe, or rather with recreant ser 
vility, l)efore the haughty " throne of iniquity," erected on the Jbo- 
dies and soul* — the most precious rights — the groans arid tears of 
millions of our own fellow^citizens, thousands of the?n being of 
*' the posterity" of that generation of Americans, who resiisted unto 
blood the principles and the impositious of tyrants, and establi§lied 
this republic " to secure to themselves and to their posterity, the 
blessings of Liberty ?" 4 

Let the nation retract her pretensions to all political piety, and rc- 
Bcind her declaration of those holy principles, and stand out before 
God and mankind the unblushing advocate of despotism, the object 
of Jehovah's wrath and of the world's scorn,— or honestly apply 
those principles to every provision of her constitution — that it may 
be purified of all the pollution, which has been imposed on it, and 
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stand forth to the eyes of all nations, as the most righteous and best 
of all cont<titutions, and to the eye of Him, who made all men equal, 
and endowed them with the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happinesi;), as a worthy transcript of His own holy convtilution of 
government. 



THOMAS PYNE. 

Sad were it, and deep the national disgrace, and more fearful the 
transgression of driving away, or of leaving in ignorance the poor 
Indian. May a better JoL await them — those, alas ! who have little 
cause of gratulation in this day of thanksgiving, — since they see their 
land ovoi f UR with strangers, — ^the gmves of their fathers violated, and 
Ihemselves doomed to a precarious life ! How greatly indeed have 
they learnt the vices— how little of tlie blessings of civilization ! 
How has the banner which bears the inscription of the Prince of 
Peace, become to them often tlw token of persecution and of death ! 
If national crimes provoke divine judgments, have wo notliing to 
fear from t he avenging spirit beneath whose eye the savage is not for- 
gotten ? Certainly now at length the enlightened and the favored 
should arise for their rescue. 

I regard the voluntary tenure of men contrary to their consent in 
hopeless and hereditary bondage as decidedly sinful. I regard the 
purchase and sale of human beings, the denial to them of the mar 
riage-tic, the forcible separation of parents and children, the conipul. 
sory requirement of them to labor without wages, and by the stimulus 
of the whip, the keeping them in ignorance, — possibly to the ruin of 
their souls, foi" the sake of retaining authority over them, — as awful 
breaches of the rules of justice and mercy. I doubt not there are 
many bem volcnt people among the whiles of the south. Some I am 
ever proud and ha[>py to esteem my frieisds — I speak not therefore 
against these, but against the system of slavery. 

Th(5 territories of the United Slates and the district of Columbia 
are under the influence of Congress— a Congress returned from every 
pan of the union. Surely, then, in these regions the evil might be 
more and more fully petitioned against. Especially does it appear a 
dreadful and most ominous fact that Columbia, the place in which 
meet the Congress of, if we believe what vi^e hear, the freest people 
on earth, should be the greatest slave-market in America, perhaps in 
the world. By memorials, then, to the legi^ilature, by the return of 
men attached to freedom, — ^universsal freedom, — and by the influence 
of moral suasion, should the disinterested and patriotic r*t:7:ens of 
Amenca seek a removal from among them of the oppn^ive laws. 
The whole of the civilized world, I believe I may say, now expects 
of America that she shcHiId cherish the savage, and tiiat she should 
liberate the slavOo 

II 
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LEilCESTER A. SAWYER. 

Let us suppose a thorough refbrm of this insiitution to be prosecuted, 
till nothitig wrong should bo left. What would be removed ? And 
what would remain ? The marriage relation would be restored to its 
integrity, the laborer entitled to a compensation equal to the value of 
his labor, the rights of personal liberty, of property-; and of con- 
science, all acknowledged ; Jaws prohibiting instruction repealed, ar- 
rangements for extending the advantages of common and liberal edu- 
cation as widely as possible, adopted and prosecuted '^ith vigor, and 
parents, the natural guardians and masters of their ^eihildrcn, tHesig- 
nated to this office by the providence of God, allowed by the civil 
authority to exercise all the appropriate duties of the parental rela- 
tion, in the government and instruction of their children, and to 
make what provision they can for their temporary and eternal wel- 
fare. In such a reform, slavery will indeed be corrected ; its abuses 
will be removed, but it will be by tlie entire subversion of the insti- 
tution itself. Those who are now in slavery might stilly in some 
cases, be servants ; but they wou}d not'be slaves. An equitable ap- 
prenticeship to business is not slavery; an equitable domestic servi 
tudt is not ; no person vi'ho enjoys the righti^ of property and of per 
sonal liberty, can justly be considered a slave.— X)w«erfait<»a on Ser 
vitude. 

JAMES G. BIRNEY. 

There would be no danger of personal violence Its-, the master from 
emancipiation, brought about by Christian benevol<»fice. Such an ap- 
prehension is the refuse of conscious! guilt. Emtin^rifpation, brought 
about, on the principle above mentioned, I hesitate not to say, would, 
in most instances, where the superior intelligence c^the master wa? 
acknowledged, produce on the part x)f the benefici^iriea, the most entire 
and cordial reliance on his counsel and friendship. 1 do not believe 
that I ha:ve any warmer friends than my manumitted slaves — none, I 
am sure, if sacrifices were called for, who would more freely make 
them, to promote my happiness. , 

The injustice which the slave feel» as done hif^j^^Ei taking the avails 
of his labOT, leads him to take clandestinely, what persuades himself 
he is entitled to. He has comparatively no char]S^ter to lose, no ulti- 
mate object, for the attainment of which, the building tiip of a good 
character would contribate. As a freeman, cZ/ascwi^t wolild be essen- 
tial to him — his earnings would be his ; his house, his furniture, his 
comforts would be hi8--his Mrife, his children w^ould be his; the appre- 
hension of 6>rcibie separation would depart, and he would have every 
moiive that ordinarily influences meia to build up a good name for 
worth and honesty. The depredations on the inasters' property by 
slaves^ I should suppose, are tenfold what they would be by tne same 
slaves made freemen. — Reply to Q^turies ef some FriendSf 1836» 
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JOHN NEWLAND MAFFIT 

What hath Africa done, that her children should blacken beneath 
a heavier, more lasting curae, than ever i-ented on any other nation ? 
What hath rfle done to thee, great America, that thou hoWe»»t her 
sons, her daughters, her feeble infants in bondage, and refuRest to 
let them go ? To erase from being, is to inflict but a momentary 
pang — while to enslave generation after generation, from the earliest 
dawn of life's cJouded day to its dark going down, is td entail torture 
in %\ich a fearful shape, as to make it bear no imaginary similitude 
to everlasting wo. The day is past, when any atfempt may be ex- 
pected to vindicate slavery on philosophical or Fsligious principles. 
It is a horrible wrong, unjustifiable, impeached by ev«rjr noblo feel- 
ing that throbs the bosoms of the collective race of humanity. Christian 
America! I muslcIoKe my plea in behalf of enslaved millions, charge 
ing home upon the capitol — upon legislative halls in slaveholding stiatoi^ 
—upon magistrates and people — upon army and navy — upon plain, 
mountain, and river, tiie deep, and as yet irreversible stain of slavery ! 



JOEENT N. T. TUCKER. 

"While professmg to be the friend of the slave, I should employ 
agents to buy, sell, whip« torture, cut off the ears, dig out the cycs^ 
chop up the bodii's, separate parents and children, husbands and 
wives, raise niulattoes, sell iny mulatto children, and commit all and 
singular the ten thousand published and unpublished abominations 
that grow out of the sysiem of slaverf, as, with the same profes- 
sion, to cast a vote for the election to laiw.making and law-adminis. 
tering offices, men who do tliese things, or apologise for tlieir doing 
in othei's. To me it appears very plain, that I could not remain a 
true member of a prcslavery political party, and maintain unblemished 
my profession of republicanism, {Philanthropy, patriotism. Kor do 
I see how I could sustain the relation of a Urue friend of a prp-slavery* 
'degenerate' church, audn^iawtain unblemished my profession of hu 
raanity, benevolence, purity, or religion. The only difference, to 
my mind, between those professed abolitionists who go along with 
their pro-sla-very political parties, and ^ those ,ma!king the same pro- 
fession, who gq along with (h^^ religi'ious parties, is, that the formei 
act most consiTstentiy. They wisely regard: the divine assurance, 
that < reforrnatibn should begin at the house of God,! which is the 
church of God. * Ye ar^iGod's building.* The politician waits to 
Bee this reformation begin in its appropriate place. 



ELLIS GRAY LORING. 

In the history of our country, just so far as we have adhered to 
great principles! of abstract right, our country has been great and 
j^Iorious ; and just so far as we have disregarded the principle^ of 
theoretir riglit for the sake of expediency and safety, we have been 
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involved in disgrace and disaster. Imprisonment for debt has been 
aboliahed; the results have been good. 

To do rightly, is true prudence. The bcsl policy is to be just, and 
there is at least a presumption that we shall find it safe, c But we are 
called upon to prove the expediency of agitating this quesfion. Now, 
if we show that slavery is a great wrong, and that we only tnean to 
use peaceable nseaus for its removal, it is the business of our oppo- 
nents (o show that our course is inexpedient. Perhaps the most com- 
mon objection is, that our efforts will dissolve the union. There are 
always apparent dangers opposed to doing right. The course of duty 
is certainly not strowed with flowers. .1' isonjetinves abounds with 
sacrifices and is full of sufTering. But it is, on the whole, the path 
of peace. 

But what would the south gain, bj a dissolution of the union ? 
Will she gain exeniDticn from anti-slavery riscussions and anli.sla. 
very doctrines ? Mr, Preston, of South Ca -.dina, adniitled, on the 
floor of congress, that all the literalurt of the world, the whole reli- 
gious sentiment of Christendom, all pliilosophy, were opposed to sla- 
vei-y. Do our southern friends intend to shut all this out ? Will 
they draw abotit them a cordon sanitaire to exclude the literature and 
philosophy end religion of all the rest of mankind ? This is some- 
what difficult in the nineteenth century. Mr. Preston gave an ac 
count of the origin of the anti-slavery mania abroad. It begun wilh 
a few obscure hidividuals in Efigland. Now, said he, a man cannot 
be in the cabinet who is not an abolitionist. So in France. Tiic 
ofBccrs of anti-slavery societies in France, are cabinet ministers. 



GEORGE F. SLMMONS 

In these, as in all others, the right to liberty remaining unalie 
nable, nothing but the strongest considerations of public good can 
authorize its being any longer suspended. Or if insuperable practi- 
cal difHculties present themselves in the way of Icgisialiun, and cnian- 
cipation continue to be forbidden by law, iheri the master, holding 
such an one in his dependence, must regard him as a freeman, must 
give him the fruits of liis labor, must secure him in his domestic 
rights, must protect him from all wrong, and aflbrd him opportunity, 
while he lives, to answer the ends of life, and to prepare to enter 
another, and less oppressive world. Nothing less than this can pos- 
sibly be deduced from the golden rule of christian morals. Nothing 
less than this can be proposed to you as your duty, exce pt by one 
strangely deluded, or by one who cares more for jyur opinion than 
for truth. 

The principle on which slavery is founded is entirely overthrown 
by the fundamental principle of christian morality. Christianity 
makes all men our brethre.i. Slavery njakes men our tools. And 
the fallacy of its principle is fully allowed here as well as elsewhere. 
I do not appeal to the njajoriiy of slave-holders, because the majori> 
ty of this class, as well as of other classes, is bad, and is not to be 
trusted to discern and confess truth through the cloud of interest j 
bit I appeal to that minority of magnanunous, honorable and bc' 
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nevolenf men, in whom the /i'olden principles of the com'nunity aro 
treasured up, and who deserve to bo considered the voice of the cora- 
muiiity in all queslionsoi justice and equity. — Sermon at Mobile, 3.640. 

CHARLES T. TORRE Y. 

There are mariy here (in Washington,) who abhor slavery, and are 
not afraid, at all tinic«, to avow it ; and the number is increasing. 
Yet here, too, the vile and dastardly spirit of slavery is seen, in every 
day life, continually. A father, an excellent, pious n^an, has just 
been sold, by one deemed an upright citizen, from his children and 
wife. The man is over fifty years of age. His family are free, but 
he, It is to be feared, will be the victim of the slave-trade, in New. 
Orleans. A poor woman, spurred on by the hope of liberty, has 
earned and paid $260 of tht $400 demanded for her freedom, and 
last week was sold to the trader for $300, as a slave for life, by the 
man — the monster—who has pocketed her life's earnings I A refined 
and kind-hearted women told me (and she menlioned it as proof of 
his regard for her !) that her husband had sold an excellent girl to the 
trader for a trivial piece of impertinence, scarcely deserving a repri. 
mand ! ' But,' said she, * if these negroes are not made to know 
their place, what can we do with them, you know' ! I have seen a 
woman, apparently as refined, as lady-like, ay, and as white as any 
women in Scituate — an humble christian too, but, alas ! a slave— in 
this district, held by the laws of congress, clasping her hands in an. 
guish too deep for w^ords, because ^hc was made the sport of a ty- 
rant's lust I And then the contempt of the poor, Uic disregard of 
feelings, the denial or undervaluing of their virtue and services, the 
pfttly and nialicious infringements upon their rights,, righljj that even 
a slave may possesss, convenionaify, though not by law — with which 
I almost daily become acquainted, or see illustrated in life, fill me 
with new and ever increasing abhorrence of the slave system. And 
the despotic control which slavery exercises over our government, and 
the measures of intimidation, fllatlery, party seduction and dictation, 
by which that control is maintained, as;they arc more clearly seen 
and understood, strengthen my conviction that the paramount po. 
litical duty of freemen is to overthrow the system of slavery. 

Nothing, next to the diffusion and power of ' pure religion and un- 
defiled before God and the father,' among its inhabitants, do I so 
much desire, as to see thenn with the same zeal and intelligence that 
animated and guided our fathers in the firat revolution, engaged tvith 
equal unanimity iu this second and more glorious rev/lution, which 
is but the completion of the work of the first, in giving to all the in- 
habitants of the land those inalienable, heaven-derived, law-guarded 
rights, which the first , contest secured to a portion, only, of the 
people. This is the great contest of our age. 

GEORGE BOURNE. 

Men may travel to tlie south, and bo far as slavery is concerned 
may continue in a de^d sleep until they return ; but wakeful and ia. 
11* 
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quiring persons may witness in every varying occurienee, sucti facU- 
as tliese ; and tliey put to insUnlaneous siJence, all the silly trash 
which the southern profligates, and their northern infatuated coad* 
julors vociferate respecting the amalgamation of the while and co- 
lored races. 

I dare not publish the particulars of the bleaching manufactory ; 
but some general views will unravel what southern women know or 
connive at or eubourage, that they may pass their days in compara- 
tive sloth and voluptuousness. The language of the Propiiels Joel 
and Amos here rightly may be applied ; and in all the sacred solem- 
nity of divuic inspiration, they furnish a clue into the Slave-trader's 
labyrinth. 

" They have cast lots for my people, and have given a boy for a 
harlot, and a girl for wine that they may drink." Joe! 3:3. "A 
man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my holy 
name." Atnos 2:7. * « * * 

It will probably be alleged, that these exposures are so utterly scan- 
dalous, that ihey ought not to be publislTcd. If slavery were like any 
other unnatural syslem of turpitude, accurately known and therefore 
avoided by all good men, and abandoned only to the lowest proHigatcs 
and incorrigible villains, the plea peradventure might be admitted. 
On the contrary, slavery cxerci.ses its ruthless despotisni over the 
United States of America. It controls all our congressional legisla- 
tion. It domineers in all ecclesiastical proceedings, it silences the 
christian ministry. It nullifies evangelical doctrine and discipline. 
It is a stouy hearted and iron armed monster, which from the halls of 
legislation, the benches of justice, and even the pulpit of the sanc- 
tuary, brandishes his whip of scorpions burning with fire and brinj- 
stone ; and threatens to sweep away with his besom of destruction, 
all that is equal in right, holy in practice, and christian in authority. 
— Picture of Slavery. 



SPENCER KELLOGG. 

There is a cruel and wicked prejudice in the hearts of mankind 
against the poor, especially the laboring poor. In consequence of 
this, there are few who, obeying the instructions of the Saviour, 
have ever tested the influence of a familiar intercourse with thera. 
In this respect^ as in others, it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive ; and, however incredulous a fashionable world may be on this 
point, I hesitate not to affirm that there are benefits resulting to our- 
selves in honoring this principlftf which no intercourse with the rich 
can confer. In social intercoutw t' e hightest resuUs to ourselves and 
others flow from mingling with al. classes ; and it is obviously our 
privilege and duty to seek to annihilate, in the circles where we have 
influence, that prejudice to which I hare referred. This prejudice 
in this country is most bitter against the colored people, and, by many 
great surprise is expressed tliat it should exist. It is said that no 
such prejudice exists in England ; and great blame is attributed to 
o'lr countrymen, as though, in this particular, they are sinners above 
tl 1 men. Such views are superficial. The prejudice which in thii 
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country is (Jiroctoi against color, is directed atrainsl it ^■ocotidarily, 
as the badge of a lowly and servile condition. Il is really the condi. 
t".o:i '.viiicli gives rise to tlic projudice ; and as tiie color iiuiicates an 
enslaved and oppressed people, the i»rejudice i-aturally ialls u})on 
tha', and all who bear it. Inl reduce to an A'uerican circle a colored 
man fro:r. Chiaa, Spain, or even the East Indies, and his color is no 
badje of servitude or degradation ; he is accordingly wolconifd and 
honored. The English, whose freedom from projitdicc we arc wont 
to conimend in unmtasured terms, possess this prejudic as truly m 
Americans : but with them it is not directed agaiubt color. 



STANLEY P. HOUGH. 

A new bait is now oifered, by the colonization society. Men arc 
not required to bite at the bare hook. It is now a missionary colony, 
an African civilization effort, a plan to ohristianizc thfj entuc conti- 
nent, &c. Tiiis is the new position. A nd we pronounce it as false in 
this as in any of its former professions. Has the colonization socie. 
ty any where in part or parcel a single shred of any thing that per- 
tains to the enterprise of christian missions? There is surely noth- 
ing of this found in any attempts wiiich are made to transport across 
the Atlantic, scores and hundreds of newiy-emancipated half-heathen 
slaves. These colonisLs have in their s'.a'e of bondage iiad enovigh 
to do witii Christianity that tolerates slavery to have taught them most 
heartily to despise such a religion. And the further claim that is set 
up for Liberia, that the colonial influence will prove favorable to Af. 
rican missions is answered in a word by the direct Icstitiiony of tho 
missionaries laboring there, and by the recent dissensions and litiga- 
tions between the Methodist missionaries and the colony. 



AMOS A. PHELPS. 

* 

There was one delightful characteristic of the Maine A. S. Con- 
vention. It was this, that while they were calling for the immediate 
emanci|)ation of the slave from the oppresi^ion of his thraldom, every 
individual seemed resolved on beginning the work at home, first by 
proclaiming to ihe free colored man, from that time forth, so far as 
they were concerned, an immediate, entire and everlasting emanci- 
pation from tho iiateful and wicked oppression of prejudice, and re- 
oognixing' in every colored man a neighbor and a brother in the ful- 
lest sense of the terms ; and second, by putting a brand of utter in- 
fatny on the man who goes from the midst of a Ireo cojimiunity into 
the midst of sla,very and there becoujcs a slave-holder. O what an 
ainouiit of guilt is resting on northern men in relation to this matter ! 
Not that southern men are innocent — God forbid — but oh, how have 
northern men, representing as they have done the sentiment of the 
community from which they came — how have they, by just becom- 
ing slave-holders themselves, given the testimony of the entire north 
in favor of slavery, and thus endorsed and propped up the whole sys- 
tem — with all its guilt and woes, and blood, more effectually than 
any auU every other class of the community beside. Let the respon- 
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iibility and guilt then be rolled like great mountains on the shoulder* 
of every such man. Ltei a brand of infamy deep, indelible, mark 
that man as an object of utter abhorrence. 



E. D. HUDSON. 

Much sclf-denying missionary labor is needed , 

1. To keep the friends from becoming drowsy and rusty. 

2. To re-convert those who have the narne of abolitionists, but are 
dead, the seed having sprung up, but for lack of earth and moisture, 
withered. 

3. To gain access to those who stuff their ears with cotton, and 
cazzle their eyes with slave-holder's tinsel, and steel their hearts with 
negro hatred. 

4. To employ the aid of anti-slavery circulating libraries, to con. 
vert those wiio will not attend lectures, and to establish a permanent 
and growing influence in each of their respective fields of operation. 
"Let tlis friends now see that anii-slavery libraries are put into Sab- 
Ijath schools and district schools for circulation, and they will reap 
\ rich reward. 



Y/ILLIAM HENRY BURLEIGH. 

Toil and pray ! 
Groweth flesh and spirit faint ? 
Think of hei' who pours her plaint 

All the day — > 
Her—lhc wretched negro wife, 
Robbed of all that sweetens life— * 
Her — who weeps >v anguish wild 
For the husband artd the child 

T6rn away ! 

Nature's ties, 
Binding heart with kindred heart, 
Rent remorselessly apart-— 

Tears and sighs. 
Shrieks and prayers unheeded given, 
Calling out from earth to heaven- 
All that speaks the slave's dis'.ress— 
All that in his cup doth press 

Agonies— 

Wo and blight, 
Broken heart and palsied mind, 
Reason crushed and conscience blind. 

Darkest night 
Shutting from the spirit's eye, 
Light and glory from on high — 
Think of these and falter not ! 
Toil — until the slave is brought 

Up to light 
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OLIVER JOHNSON 

Hark ! a voice f;ora heaven proclaiming, 
Comfort to the bleeding slave ; 

God has hcan'i him long complaining, 
And extends his arm to save : 
Proud Oppression 

Soon shall find an endless grave. 

Sec ! the light of truth is breaking 
Full and clear on every hand ; 

A nd the voice of Mercy, speaking, 
Now is heard through all the land ! 

Firm and fearless, 
See the sons of Freedom stand. 

Lo ! the nation is arousing, 

From its slumbers, long and deep ; 

And the churcli of God is waking. 
Never, never more to sleep, 

While a bondman, 
In his chaina remains to weep. 

Long, too long, have we been dreaming, 
O'er our coimtry'a sin and shame ; 

Let us now, the time redeeming, 
Press the helpless captive's claim, 

Till exulting. 
He Bhail cast aside his chain. 



J. KENNADAY. 

When Heaven shall seal the dread oppressor's doonv 
Those dead from these dark chains shall come. 

Wrath shall no more delay, 

Mercy her tears shall stay, 
When broken hearts shall healing know. 
And God fold up the veil of wo— 
Then A.fric, nball thy sun arise. 
And Freedom's flame flash brightly through thy skiett 



GEORGE P. MORRIS. 

Our hearts are bounding with delight, 

'Tis freedom's jubilee ! 
For right has triumphed over might, 

The bond again are free. 
Hurrah ! Hurrah ! 

Let the welkin ring 
To justice and Liberty 

Pmans we sing ! 
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N. p. WILLIS. 

And we ar« free— but Is there no* 

One blot upon our name 1 
Is oi:r proud record written fair 

Upon the scioll of fame ^ 

Oar banner floateth by the shore, 

Our flag upon the sea— 
But when the fetter'd sJave Is loos'd, 

We shall be truly free. 

JOHN G. WHITTIER. 

What ! shall we henceforth Humbly ask as favors. 

Rights ail our own T In madness shall we barter, 
For {jreach'rous peace the Freedom nature gave us 

God and our charter? 

From each and all, if God hath not forsaken 

Our land and left us to an evil choice, 
Loud as the summer ilmnder-bolt shall waken 

A people's voice ! 

Oh, let that voice go for^h ! the bondman, sighing 
By Santee's wave, in Missisippi's cane, 
Shall feel the hope within his bosom, dying, 

Revive again. 

Let it go forth ! The millions who are gazinf 

Sadly upbn.us from sfar shall smile, 
And, unto God devout thanksgivingYaising, 

Bless us the while. 

Oh. for your ancient freedom, pure' and holy. 

For the deliv'rance of a groaning earth. 
For tlie wrrn^ed captive, bleeding, crushed and lowl 

Let it go forth I 
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WILUAM B. TAPPAN. 

Could your ynets. wreiciied slaves ! could your imuries spekk* 

Oil, GoJ i wiril a Uie lo uiifoiii ; 
Blush, blush, guilly Furopu ' Mliroud, manhood, iliy check, 

Weep, weep for the passion o( gold. 

Yet that here, where our sytnbf.'l the wild eagle rties 

Oil. sliauis ! wrulu^s the AfncHiiN Mnil— 
That on tieids b-.uighl b\ freodoui. an iMU'- ast he dies, 

Time! veil it— 'twill darken thy scroll. 

My country ! Hint nlighted'st m fro«doin '.hy trot^j, 

Iledeeiii it ' — ilmu art not vet tree , 
On, elernity'.H paye Ihoii rerordesl thine oath, 

'Tis broken 1 there's slavery with llipe. 

JOHN PIERPONT. 

Quench, righteous God, the thirst, 
That <Joui;y's sons liath curs'd — 

Tlie thirst for >ji)ld ! 
Slial! lu". thy thunders speak, 
VV^here Maintnon's altars reck, 
VViiere tnaid.s and matrons shriek, 

Bound, bleeding, suld? 

Cast down, i?reat God, the fanes, 
That, to unhallowed gains, 

Round us have risen — 
Ternple.s whose priesthood pore 
Moses .-irid .Fesus o'er. 
Then h(jlt the black man's door, 
The poor man's prision ' 



HENRV W. LONGFELLOW. 

In dark fens of the Difctual Swamp 

The hunted negro lay ; 
He saw ibc hre of the midnight camp 
And heard at limes ii horse's tramp, 

And a bloodhound's distnnt buy. 

"Where hrirdly a human foot could pass, 

Or a human hearl would dare, 
On the o.uuking turf of ihegrcer. morass, 
He crouched in the rank and tunsled grasty • 

Like a wild beast in his lair. 

A poor old slave, infirm and lame ; 

Great scars deioiined his fjicp ; 
On his forehead he bore the branu of sham^i 
And the rags that hid his ma.nglod frame 

Were tlie Uvery of disgrace. 
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JAMES GIANNINGS FULLER. 

Having a great, desire to seethe imported cattle on Henry Clay's 
plantation, I went tliilhe''. Or» approaching the house, I saw a co- 
lored man, to whom I said, " Where wert thou raised ?" " In Wash- 
inglon." " Did Henry Clay buy lliec there?" " Yes." " Wdt tiiou 
show mc his improved cattle ?" He pointed to the orchard, anil said 
the man who had charge of iheni was there. As I followed liis di- 
rection, I encountered a very intelligent-looking boy, apparently 
eight or nine years old. I said to him, canst thou read ?" No." 
" Is there a school for colored people on Henry Clay's [>Iantation ?" 
"No." "How old art thou?" " Don't know." In the orelsard I 
found a woman at work with her needle. I asked, " How old art 
thou?" "Abigfifly." " How old is that ?" " Near sixty." " H.;w 
many children hast thou ?" " Fifteen or sixteen." '• Where are 
they ?" " Colored folks don't know where their children i^; tiicy are 
ecnt all over the country." " Where wort thou raiseil ?" " Wash 
ington." " Did H<;nry Clay buy thee there ?" " Ye.s." " H.)W ma. 
ny children hadst thou then ?" "Four." " Where are 1 hey ?" "I 
don'i know. They tell me they are dead." The hut, i:j which this 
" source of wealth" lives, was neither as good, nor as well-ll'iored as 
my stable. Several slaves were picking fruit in the orchard ; I asked 
one of the young men whether they were taught to read on this plan- 
tation, and they answered no. I found the overseer of the caitie with 
a short.handled, stout whip, which had been broken. He said it 
answered both for a riding whip, and occasionally *• to wipe oH'*' the 
slaves. 

ISAAC T. HOPPER. 
Tales of Oppression, No. 29. 

If any human being is to be despised above all olhers as an enemy 
to the human race, it is a slave hunter regardless of the sighs, groans, 
and tears of his fellow men. 

Levin Smith was a slave in Maryland. He had a wife and several 
children who were free. In the year 1802, Ijis master soid him to 
one of those speculators in human beings, who were in the practice 
of buying slaves for the southern market. He lived in Delaware. 

Levin went to live with his wife and children in the district of South. 
v?ark, knd commenced the business of sawing wqou to support his 
family. His wife took in washing. I instructed him to inibrm me 
if he should hear of his master being in the city. He had not been 
in Philadelphia more than a njonth, when his niKster, having dis- 
covered his place of residence, went there in pursuit of him. Levin 
was seizod in his bed about break of day, his hands tied, and ho eon. 
veyed to a vessel, where.the captain informed them that he must wait 
until the store in which some roods were deposited should be opened. 
Levin's wife followed her husband to the vessel ; and some of her 
friends, who lived near their residence, being informed of what was 
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doingr, ran to my house to solicit my assistancp, I drtsscd Tuysclfas 
quiciiiy as possible, where I was infornit-d that t ' ey lia I taiu n 
Levin to a .small tavern near by; and uj)on arrivinff linn, I fnuud a 
coiisidorahic crowd before the (Joor. I in(]uir<;d orihc i:::i i!'.n(J where 
the persons were wiio had a colored man in jusi.'Jy, b li Ik^ refused 
to give !i!e any information ; when one of ill;; ccM'ipany n'toni tlie 
door called out — They arc up B'airs in the b:'.;-iw roi ;;! " Tiie land- 
lord stood in the door, and seemed disj)o.--ed !o ilk I'i-ih f^iung 
in ; but I pushed myself by him, and i:r.::;c"-!'.aie;y vveij ;o tiic c.'iam- 
ber, where I found Levin, with his hanJ.s lied lo j'. i'u r, (ii-d iiy 
five or six men- I inquired what they were ,<foi;i!f to '.vi h liie man. 
The words had scarcely escaped my lips, wh^'a niti ly a - cutiid get 
hold of me, seized me with great violence, hoisicd ilu; v» i:id<iw and 
and threw me out. I fell upon empty casks thai lay in the yard, and 
at the time, did not feel at all hurt. 

I knew perfectly well that if the man was not immediately res- 
cued, they would force him on board the sloop and carry liim oif. 
I tliercfore determined to prevent it, if possible. sonn as I re- 
covered from the fall, I went round to the front dn;)r I'lai I ha i en- 
tercd but a few minutes before, and proceeded u!) .stairs to th.e door 
of the chamber from whence I had just been to unccrc nnninu^ly 
ejected. I found it locked, so that I could not gain a imit.tanoe. I 
then returned to the back-yard, got on tiie top of a h g^i boai d fence, 
and from that upon the pent house, and in through tiic win.iow, to a 
room adjoining that in which the party were. I took a sma 1 pen- 
knife out of my pocket, opened it, and holding it in my hand, threw 
open the door. Upon entering the room, among tliy k:duap])i r.s, ! 
exclaimed, " I will see if you will get me out so .so.rii agaiii !" I had 
no intention of u.=ing my knife, for any purpo;;? buf. to cm! the cord 
with which the poor captive was bound; and I did before the 
company could recover from the consternation v/liich my s. .-ond ap- 
pearance among them seemed to produce. Lnmcdiately uj;on cutting 
the cords that bound the man, I told him to follow me, and ran 
down Klairs a.s fast as I could, with him after me. A wretched, mot- 
ley company pursued us, callhig "Stop thief I" until we arrived at 
the ofBce of William Robinson,- a justice of the poaco. near hr.!f a 
mile from the place whence we started. I informed him of tiic cir- 
cumslances of the case ; how the man, Levin, was origir.aUy a slave 
in Maryland, and had been sold to a citizen of Dohxware, who had 
removed him to that state, by means of which ho bec;aa->c frcj. No 
person appeared to claim the man, and the magistrate drev/ up a state, 
mcnt of his case, to which he annexed his name, I'.i.j the names and 
residences of the Acting Committee of tho Abciitioa Gociity ; v.'ith 
a request, that if any person should attempt to deprive Levin of liis 
liberty, one of them should be informed of it. Hc; was iicvcr after 
molested. I returned hoine and took my breiikfast, net being av/are 
that I had received any injury by the fall. But upon alteinptitig to 
rise from the table, I was suddenly seized with a violent pain in my 
back, which continued for several days, with such severity as to inca- 
pacuate me for attending to busijiess. I have never entirely recovered 
from its effects. — National Anti-Slavery Standard. 
12 
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JAMES SILK BUCKINGHAM. 

Sii iniperfoct are their notions of freedom as the " natural and 
inahenahle riijht of every nian" according to the tcriu'3 of their own 
declaration of Independence that they scarcely consider it a blot, that 
the several slates of the union, should hbld so many thousands of 
their fellow ii:en in unjust and unwilling bondage. But what per- 
haps is most sur[)rising of all is, that so large a number of the clergy, 
and especially those of the Episcopal church, including those who 
caU themselves evangelical, should be not merely palliators of the 
St a' e of slavery, but advooites for its continuance, and deprecators 
of all public discussion or agitation on the subject ; so that if the re- 
publicans understand civil and political liberty but imperfectly, the 
christian professors understand the liberty of religion and justice tilill 
less. 

The longer we remained in Was^hington, the more we saw and 
lieard of the recklessness and profligacy which characterize the man- 
ners both of its resident and fluctuatmg population. 

Tmo practice of carrying amis on the person is no doubt oho rea 
son why so >nany a'rocious acts aie done under the iirifrtediate influ- 
ence of passion. A medical gen'tleman resident in the city told me 
he was recently called to see a young girl vvli i Uad been shot at with 
a pisiol by one of her paramours, the ball grazing her cheek with a 
deep wound, arid disfiguring her for life ; and yet nothing whatever 
was done to the individual, who had only failed by accident in his 
intention to destroy her life. In this city are many establishments 
where young girls, are collected by procuresses, and one of these 
was said to be kept by a young mni who hai persuaded or coeiicec' 
all his sisters into proslUuiion, and lived on the wages of their in 
fauiy. T-hese houses ai'e frequented in Open day, and hackney coaches 
may l)e seen almost constantly before then- doors. 

In fact, the tolal absence of all restraint upon the actions of men 
here, either legal or moral, occasions such open and unblushing dis- 
plays of recklessness and profligacy as would hardly be credited if 
mentioned in detail. Unhappily too, the influence of this is more 
or less felt in the deteriorated characters of almost all persons who 
come ofien to Washington, oi' live a long period there. Gentlemen 
from the northern and eastern states, who before they Icfi their homes 
were accounted moral, and even pious men, undergo such a change 
at Washington by a removal of all restraint, that thfey very often come 
back quite altered characters ; and while they are at Washington, con- 
tract habits, the very mention of v?hich is quite revolting to chaste 
and unpolluted eara. 



JOSEPH C. LOVEJOY. 

There can be no doubt that the existence of slavery in this district 
has mtich to do with creating such a state of things as this;., and as 
Washington is one of the great slave-marts of the country, where 
buyers and sellers of their fellow creatures come to traffic in human 
fiesh, and where men, women, and children are put up to auction 
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and sold to the highest bidder, like so many head of cattle, this 
brings logjrjthcr such a collection of speculatora, alave.dcalcrs, gam- 
blers, and adventurcru as to taint the whole social atmosphere with 
their vices. 

Even the clergy maintain a profound silence on the subject of these 
enornuties, and never mention the subject of slavery in the slates 
where it exists, except to apologiz^e for it or to uphold it, and to dep. 
recale all the "schemes," as they call them, of the abolitionists for 
hastening the period of its annihilation. So tolerant arc the clergy 
of the south on tliis subject, that as was shown in the resolutions of 
the Episcopal Methodist Confeience in Georgia, they publicly declare 
their belief " that slavery, as it exists in the United Slates, is not a 
moral evil," and if so, of course they are not called upon to reinove 
it. — Liberty Standard. 



ABEL BROWN. 

My spirit cannot rest so long as my brethren are crushed by the 
iron hoof of oppression. — Mr. Jones made many gfatosinents that 
show conclusively t'.. it the Methodist, Baptist, and Congregational 
missionaries ruiong those t;ibos of Indians, sustain and uphold negro 
slavery ; and that the missions among the Cherokee, Creek, and 
Choctaw L Jians, may be truly called slave holding missions ! ! 

The men w.io have it charge the missionary treasury keep, as far 
as possible, the&c innocent crimes of lobbery, theft, and murder out 
of the sight of the dear brethren who so freely give their money to 
sprc.d (ho gospel. They do this, that they may not olfend slavo- 
holdcr.s. One reason for this conclusion, may be seen by a simple 
statement of facts. In the Baptist ohurcb, there are over 125,000 
members that are slaves, and not more than 10 or 12,000 slave-hol- 
ders ; but this latter class have all the money — therefore, our Imrda 
aro very careful to keep peace with the masters, even though the 
slaves are crushed to death. They (the slaved; are'not good for any 
thing— they have no money. I would suggest the propriety of send!., 
ing out a mis-sionary to labor for the conversion of the missionariea 
among the Indians in, the soulh- wcst. — Tocsin of Liberty. 



CHAilLES VAN LOON. 

This mo\emcnt (of disuniojji) takes advantage of the " tide in the 
affairs" of our country. Men otjier tban. aJbolitionist-s — politicians 
aroused by the late superlative insolence of the slave poviHJr, are be- 
ginning to inquire with anxious solicitude, whether the political eco. 
nomy of such a union as now exists, between the antagonitjt institu- 
tions and interests of the north and south ; be not altogeiher false and 
absurd— merchants and mechanics, groaning under the pressure of 
the times — remembering with bitterness, the toil earned, millions 
eunk in tht bottomless gulf of slavery — have grown sick and weary 
of the connexion. Men, we repeat, other tlian technical abolitionists, 
have begun to look with disgust upon this unnatural union of slavery 
and freedom — this union of a living, breathing being, with a lifeless 
rocking carcass. 
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V.V ••night ct^rL^id^'V moreover ; whether the accomplishment of this 
ohjcct, would not he more difficult, than abolition, is under the union, 
of slavory ilsolf. Whether it would not co'Jt more, to secure this 
means, than to go on under existing institutions, tc the attaintment 
of tiie grand end. And then we must iletermine whether this object 
can be clfected, consistently with tlmt moral character, and peaceful 
spKit, which have ever been the glory of our cause. — Ibid, 



WILLIAM L. CHAPLIN. 

Mob in Cincinnati. — How fallen— pitifully faUen — incurably dis- 
frr^cod— the " Queen of the West 1" Queen of mobs and moti)«r of 
fdwlcss violence and blood ! Nothing more natural. A few weeks 
since her dastardiy authorities allowed slave-holders to violate the 
sanctity of her enclosure by organizing a ferocious mob to insult and 
injure the friends of freedom — to destroy' tlie great palladium of rights 
and just liberty- — lo assault and outrage the inoffensive colored people 
— to hold the city with its entire population for nearly a week in alarm 
and consternation from their unrcstraiti«id malignity and licentious, 
ness. Why should not the " Bank baroria," — shin plaslcr gentry 
take the;; turn ? Why should not any class of citizens fall victims 
to the same relentless spirit, from whatever cause i!s ungoverned 
pai-sions might become exasperated ? If precious interests may be 
disiegardcd, and unbought rights be trampled upon in tiie person of 
tire poor, or the black man, why may they not be trodden down with 
impunity in the case of the rich or the white man ? The question 
need not be put ; it is impertinent. All history, experience, and ob. 
eervaiioJi teich, that, if we tamely acquiesce in perfidy and outrage 
practised upon innocent sufferers, we, ourselves, shall sooner or later 
inevitably become their viiclims. Not a slave can be held in the 
United Slates s^ithout putting in peril the freedom and just rights of 
every other man. Not a mob can be tolerated and allowed to escape 
" unwhipt of justice " in any neighborhood of the country without 
endangering our whole civil fabric. Not one instance of palpable in- 
justice can be spread upon our statute book, without exposing to con- 
tamination and rottenness ihe entire system of legislation. 

Undoubtedly the last in the ugly series of Cincinnati mobs, like 
its predecessors, wili find here and there its flimsy apologist. Let the 
time be long before any other city shall atiem(»t to rival her " \ntd 
prc^niiiience." — imerican Citizen, 
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PENNSYLVANIA HALL. 

" A number of individuals of all sects, and tliose of no sect. — of 
all parlies, and those of no part)'— being desirous that the citizens of 
Philadelphia should possess a room, wherein the princip'es of TAhfir 
ttf, and Equality of Civil Rights could be freely discussed, and the 
evils of slavery fearlessly portrayed, have erected this building, which 
we are now about to dedicaie to Liberty and the Rights of Man. 
The total cost of the building will be about 40,000 dollars. This has 
been divided into two thousand shares of twenty dollars each. A 
majority of the stock^holders are mechanics, or workin|j men, and 
(as is the case in almost every other good work,) a number are fe- 
males. The building is not to be used fir anti'slavery purposes alone. 
It will be rented from time-to time, in such portions as shall besl suit 
applicants, for any purpsas not, of an immoral character. It is called 

Pennsylvania Hall,''* in reference to the principles of Pennsylvania, 
and our motto, like that of Uie commonwealth, is 

♦'Virtue, LiBEaxT, and Independence.'* 

This edifice was erected on the south^^west corner of Sixth and 
Cheiry-streets, and was opened on the morning of the 14th of May, 
1838, to avast concourse of the friends of freedom from the city 
and country; througlt, that and Uip ^hree succeeding days, there were 
a variety of addresses and free disoKssiiSiis oh Lyceums, Temperancs, 
wrongs of the Aborigines, s appeals .qK -WompUv and other efforts for 
Uie cause of Universal Liberty.o ^3(?j;tit»e evening qf the I7th, it was 
assailed and burnt by a co\yac-^ly gaag of jr^jjiaiis. The fire compa- 
nies with their engines had co«ie x»irly, upon the ground, but not a 
drop of water was thrown upoa the Hall, utill its destruction was en- 
sured beyond possibility of pr^v^jntipn* Till then, the firemen con- 
fined, their efforts to preserving the surrounding buildings, and such 
of .tjiclr number as , were disposed: to play upon, the object of attack, 
were prevented from doing go by the mob. 

. Tlje blow has been aimed at the. universal rights of man J The 
sacrifiqe of a beautiful, temple dedicated to liberty, and bearing the 
motto, of our. Btate,. " Virtue, .Liberiv ano Inpependence," has 
been made to Southcro Slavery — to a , Byslem whose advocates uu- ^ 
blughingly declare that l^he laborer sbQuld every where, at the north 
as well' as the south, in Peniisyivaniait aa >veU aa in Carolina, be made 
the property of tho employer and capitalist. 

Tne^lsi OF. AUQUST, 1842, IN PmLADELPHIA. 

.In the annate of violence in thw country, we have no recollectiou 
j»fi any thing rapr^< ijpwardly.find disgraceful.. Cowardly, because 
)the objects , of fispault.wjere .^veak; ani^tJdefenpeless ; and. disgraceiul, 
becauae, if,they )had;b^eo ifnore formidabfe^^^ the ag-gres- 

,SQrSj,i$uch RiB^odq ofiPUni^hijpentHCOul^ it no honor or ap- 

,plause. It is too gbviou^j-lhat in * country ev^n enlightened as this, 
the rftojftl ,i5>?ce of the public opinion is not sJlrong enough to arrest 
this eyi«»: ,=>^G.6U5p!BQttha,itheevil,,wUlsc?ffQe^yfiijda.c until 
it^hall (jonie;,t(0,be nnj^jstood ^s , jLjie sailed lavy and practice, that the 
loas bevpRid'by .the.ciljr plaae<?f the. outrage.— 4/6any Argus. 

12* 
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ELIJAH p. LOVEJOY. 

1 know that I have the right freely to speak and publish my senti 
ments, subject only to the laws of the land for ihe abuse of that right. 
This right was given mc by my Maker, and ia solemnly guaranteed 
to mc by the constitution of these United Spates, and o" this state. 
What I wish to know of you is, whether ycu will protect me in the 
exercise of tfiis right, or whether, as heretofore, I am to be subjected 
to personal indignity and outrage. 

I have a family who are dependent on rie, and this has been given 
as a reason why I should be driven off as gently as possible. It is 
true, I atn a husband and a father ; and this it is that adds the bit. 
terest ingredient to the cup of sorrow 1 am called to drink. I am 
made to feel the wisdom of the Apostle's advice, *« It is better not to 
many." I know, that in this contest I stake not my life only, but 
that nf others also. I do not expect my wife will ever recover from 
the ehock received at the awful scenes through which she was called 
to pass at St. Charles. I am hunted as a partridge on the mountains., 
I am pursued as a felon through your streets ; to the guardian power 
of the law I look in vain for that protection against violence, which 
even the vilest ciminal may enjoy. Yet think not that I am un- 
% happy. Think not that I regret the choice that I have made. I 
have counted the cost, and stand prepared freely to offer up my all 
in the service of God. Yes, I am fully aware of all the sacrifice 
I make, in here pledging myself to continue this contest to the last. 
(Forgive these tears, I had not intended to shed them, and they 
flow, not for myself, but for others.) But I am commanded to for. 
Bake father and mother, and wife and children, for Jcrus's sake, 
and as his professed disciple, I stand pledged to do it. The time 
for fulfilling this pledge in my case, it seems to me, has come. I 
dare not flee away from Alton ; should I attempt it, I should feel 
that the angel of the Lord with his flaming sword was pursuing me 
wherever I went. It is because I fear God, that I am not afraid 
of all who oppose me in this city. No, the contest has commenc- 
ed here, and here it must be finished. Before God and you all, I hera 
pledge myself to continue it, if need be, till death ; and if 1 fali, my 
grave shall be made in Alton. — His last speech before Martyrdom, 



THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 



139 



SOLOMON SOUTHWICK. 

One of the grandest exhibitions of moral sublimily. to be found in 
hif5tory, cither sacred or profane, was that of Elijah P. Lovcjoy, ad- 
dr6ssin<j the stern and hostile multitude at Alton, who had assem- 
bled a few days Ivofore his glorious martyrdom, to j)ass a resolution 
for banisliirig him from that city, without the spirit or the forms of 
law, itiHtico or equity. Without indictment, trial or conviction, by 
any legal or authorized tribunal, he was to be sent into exile. 

It was on the seventh night of November, 1837, that Mr. Love- 
joy was murdered at Alton, (Illinois,) whilst defending the liberty of 
the press, the right to the peaceable possession of his own property, 
and the sacred cause of suflering husnanity, r gainst an infuriated 
mob. 

Previousl}' from three to four or fiva thousand men of Alton, and 
liie vicinity, including the virtuous and orderly — if any such there 
were — with the vicious, disorderly and lawless — had assembled for 
the unhallowed purpose of sacrificing an honest man, a good citizen, 
a true palroil and republican, and a faithful servant of God. Such 
wa.s the man. who with the same unshaken faith, and unsubdued re- 
Eolulion, with which Abraham was ready to sacrifice his beloved son 
at the command of his Heavenly Father ; did nobly and glorious sa- 
crifice, not the life of his son, but his own heart's blood, his own vital 
spirit, in defending from violation the sacred free<lom — (not the un- 
hallowed licentiousness) — of the press ; in defending, not .-nerciy his 
own rights and his own proj)erty, but the rights and property of every 
citizen in this union, and of every man throughout the world. Well 
may we exclaim, that a greater than Alfred, Aristides, or Cicero ; 
yea, a greater than Abraharn was here ! 

He will live in the memory of the enlightened, libcial, just and 
righteous, of all ages to come ; and so long as the chords of the hu. 
man heart shall vibrate to the voice of LinEUTv, her pilgritns shall 
be seen bending over his tomb and bedewing it with then- tears. 
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STEPHEN S. FOSTER. 

It is a well established fact, that the slave system derives essential 
Bupjiort from the nominally free States. Let the fostering care of 
the north be withdrawn, and it could not survive a single year. 
Thb the Soutli herself is forced to admit* The dissolution of the 
Union," said Mr. Und(3rwo<'>d. of Kentucky, in u recent debate in 
Congress, «« was the dissolu'lon of slavery, and any sensible man 
could see it." Said Mr, Arnold of Tennessee, in the same debate, 
" Suppose the dissolution to be peaceably affected, what had the 
South to depend upon All the crowned heads were against her. 
A million of slaves were ready to rise, and strike for freedom, at the 
first tap of the drum. They were cut loose from their friends at the 
Morth, (friends that ougJit to be, and without tliem the South had 
.no friends,) whither were they to look for protection ?" It is equally 
certain, that the main channels through which northern influence 
flows to the South for this evil purpose, are the great national par- 
ties, political and ecclesiastical. Slavery is protected by northern 
bayonets, through the agency of the federal government ; and is sanc- 
tified, in the eyes of the people, by admission into northern pulpits- 
To break up these channels, then, and give the influence of the 
North a new and opposite direction, should be the chief aim of the 
abolitionists. If the dissolution of the Union be the dissolution of 
slavery, it is their duty to dissolve the Union — to cut the connecting 
links, political and ecclesiastical, between the North and South, and 
leave the South to do justice to those whom she has deeply injured, 
or reap alone the bitter fruit of her oppression, in the blood and car- 
nage of a second revolution. But this can never be done at a sin- 
gle stroke. The work of dissolution njust begin with individuals; 
or rather, it has already begun with individuals, and must be fol- 
lowed up by associations. The most daring among us must advance 
and plant the standard in its true position, and call upon their asso- 
ciates to rally around it. In thiE way, and in this way only, can 
the work be speedily accomplished. 

There is now among the laboring classes a deep and increasing 
sense of the injustice and impolicy of slavery, which is destined soon 
to bnrst forth, like the uncapping of a volcano. Already are they 
weary of its burdens — they arc' outraged, almost beyond endurance, 
by its insolence— they are sick of the heartless promises of whig and 
democratic politicians — they are disgusted with the soIemnCiant and 
hypocritical professions of pro-slavery priests ; and it now rcrniiins 
for ihc abolitionists, by a united and Juudicious movement, based on 
the principles of perfect equality,- to secure their confidence, and 
through their co-operation to abolish at once, throughout our whole 
land, the foul system of oppression and wrong, which has so long 
tarnished its honor, and blighted its prosperity. Slavery has done 
the laboring classes in this country fat greater harm than intemper- 
Buce, and they are beginning to reaii^e it ; and thousands of them 
are now ready to sign a pledge of total ^tinence from all that siuh 
tains it. 



**Hail Columbia ! Happt Land ' ! !" 




AUTHENTIC ACCOUNTS OP UNITED STATES' 

SLAVERY. 

" A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can at corrupt tree bring 
jrth good fruit. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know tkem." 



JAMES H. DICKEY, 

In the summer of 1822, as I returned with my family from a visit to 
Che Barrens of Kentucky, I witnessecPa scene such as I never witness- 
ed before, and such as I hope never to witness a^ain. Having passed 
throtish Paris, in Bourbon county, Ky,, the sound of music (beyond a 
tittle rising 2;round) attracted my attention : I looked forward and saw 
the flag of my country waving. Supposing that I was about to meet a 
military parade, I drove hastily to the side of the road ; and having 
gained the top of the ascenU I discovered (I suppose) about forty black 
men al! chained together after the following manner ; each of them 
was handcufftid, and they v/erc arranged in rank and file. A chain, 
enhiips forty feet long, the size of a fifth-horse-chain, was stretched 
>3tween the two ranks, to which short chains were joined, which con- 
nected with the handcuffsi Behind them were, I suppose, about thirty, 
women in double rank, the couples tied hand to hand. A solemn sad- 
ness sat on every countenance, and the dismal silenrp of this march of 
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despair was interrupted only by the sound of two violins ; yes, as if to 
add insult to injury, the foremost couple were furnished with a violin 
apiece ; the second! couple were ornamented with cockades, while near 
the centre waved the republican Hag carried by a hand literally in 
chains. I perhaps have mistaken some punctilios of the arrangement, 
for " my soul was sick," my ftielin£^s were mingled and pungent. Aa 
a man, 1 sympathized with suffuring humanity ; as a Christian, i 
mourned over the tiansgressions olXiod's holy law ; and as a republi- 
can, 1 felt indignant lo see the flag of my beloved country thus insult- 
ed. I could not forbear exclaiming to the lordly driver who rode at his 
ease along side: " Heaven will curse that man who engages in such 
traffic, and the government that protects him in it." 1 pursued my 
journey till evenmg, and put up for the night. When 1 mentioned 
the scene I had witnessed, "Ah!" cried my landlady, "That is my 
brother." : Frooi"her I learned that his name is Stone, of Bourbori 
county, Kentucky, in partnership with one Kinningham ofParis; and 
that a few days before he had purchased a negro woman from a man 
in Nicholas county j she refused to go with him ; he attempted to 
compel her, but she defended herself. Without further ceremony, he 
stepped backhand by a blow on the side of her heatd with the butt of 
ilia whip brought her to the ground ; ho ilea her, and drove her ofK 

GEORGE WHITFIELD. 

As I lately passed through vour provinces in my way hither, I was 
sensibly touched with a fellow-feeling for the miseries of the poor 
negroes. Whether it be lawful for Christians to buy slaves, and 
thereby encourage the nations from whom they are bougftt to be at 
perpetual war with each other, I shall not take upon me to determine. 
Sure I ajn it is sinful, when they have botight Miem, to use them as 
bad aa though they were brutes, nay worse; aiu whatever particular 
exceptions there may be (as 1 would charitably hope there are some) 
I fear the generality of you, who own negroes, are liable to such a 
charge : for your slaves, I believe, work as Tiard, if not harder than th.'*. 
horses whereon you ride. These, after they have done their work, r:.,. 
fed and taken proper care of ; but many negroes when wearied '.viih 
labor on your plantations, have been obliged to grind their corn sifter 
their return home. Your dogs are caressed and fondled at your table ; 
but your slaves, who are frequently styled dogs or beasts, have not an 
equal privilege. They are scarce permitted to pick up the crumbs 
wtiich fall from their master's table. Not to mention what nnnibers 
liave been given up to the inhuman usage of cruel taskmasters, who, 
by their unrelenting scourges have ploughed their backs, and made 
long furrows; and at length brought them even unto death. When 
passing along I have viewed your plantations cleared and cultivated, 
many spacious houses bm\t, and the owners of them faring sumpta- 
wsly every day, my blood has frequently almost txm cold within me, 
to consider hor\v many of your slaves had neither convenient food to 
eat nor proper raiment to put on, notwrithstanding most of the conjforts 
you enjoy were solely owing to thetr indc-fatsgable labors. — Letter to 
the inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia^ J^orth ajid South Carolina, 1739, 
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JOHN RANKIN. 

In connexion with their extreme suflering occasioned by want of 
clothing, I shall notice tiiose which arise from want of food. Aa the 
making of grain is the vnuin object of their mancipation, masters will 
sacriJice as hltl'i as possible in giving them food. It often happens 
that what will barely k«ep them alivo, is all th it a cruel avarice will 
allow them. Hence, in some instances, their allowance has been 
reduced to a single pint of com each, during the day and night. And 
m some places the best allowance is a peek of corn each during the 
week, while perhaps they are not permitted to taste meat so rnuch as 
once in tiie course of seven years, except what little they may be altle 
to steal ! Thousands of thorn are pressed wilh the gnawiii^s of cruel 
hunger during their whole lives — an insatiable avarice will uot grunt 
them a single comfortable meal to satisly the cravings of luiiure! 
Such cruelty far exceeds the powers of description ! 

The slaveholder has it in his powtir to violate the chastity of his 
slaves. And not a few are beastly enou^^h to exercise such power. 
Hence it happi-ns, that in some families it is difficult to distiuijuish the 
free children from the slaves. It is somctiuies the case, that the largest 
part of the master's own children are bora, not uf Wis wif^', but of the 
wiv(!3 and dixugluers of his slaves, whom he has basely prostituted aa 
well as enslaved. His poor slaves are his property, and, therefore, 
must yield to his lusts as well as to his avarice! He may perpetrate 
upon them the most horrid crimes, and they have no redress! The 
wretched slave must, without a munnuring word,' give up his wile, or 
daughter, for prostitution, should his master be vilr enough to demand 
her of him ! It must be a horrid crime for any slate to iiivt^ one man 
such pov> or ov(«r another, and sucih crimt^has evtry slaveholding state 
committi'd, I am far from wishing to intimate that this power is 
generally so grossly exercised as itmi:iht 1)!?. Some slaveholders are, 
doubtless, as cliaste as any otlier people, and conscientiously endeavor 
to preserve the chastity of theif slaves; but I wish to show the extent 
of the power with which they ar^vested, and the shocking manner in 
which it is sometimes exercised. ^ 

In this place I will further remark, that slavery not merely puts the 
chastity of the slave in the power of the master, but also exposes it to 
attacks from every kcherouo class of men. Slaves cannot bear testi- 
mony against people that are white and free^lience a wide door is 
opened for the practice, both of violence and seduction, without detec- 
tion ; and the consequences of this are exceedingly manifest in every 
slaveholding country — every town and its vicinity soon become crowded 
with mulattoes. In this respect slavery is the very sink of filthiness, 
and the source of every hateful abomination. It seemg to me astonish- 
ing that any governmentt nmch more that of the United States, should 
sanction such a source of monstrous crime as slavery evidently is! 

A wealthy citizen of Georgia purchased, on shipboard, six African 

firls, who probably were directly from Africa, and having brought thern 
ome, he put them irjto the hands of his overseer, and ordered him to 
assign tnem a certain portion of labor daring each day of the week, 
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»nd in case they should fail to {terforni it, he was comrnandod to give 
Iheiii a considerable nuinbel' of lasiies pach, and add the leniiiindi r of 
the task, to the next day's labor, and in case thoy should fail to peironn 
tlie whole, ho was ordered to add to the nuuiber of lashes ni pi oportion 
to the failure, and snll to add the deficiency to the next day's labcr, 
and thus he was daily to increase both the labor and stripes in ease of 
failure. 'I'lie overseer, hard-hearted as he was, exposfidated with him, 
and assured him that the labor was more than the girls were able to 
perform, but he swore with a tremendoo'? oath that they should do it 
or die. The poor eteatnreK commenced tht. 'Ireadful task, but bein^ 
unaccustomed to such labor, their hands were soo'j M orn to the <|uiek ; 
this they endured with patience, and did all they could to perform what 
was assigned them, but they were totally unable to accomplish it; thev 
failed on the Hjst day, and received the cruel lashes. The next n)ornirif;, 
with sore backs afid bleeding hands they attempted the enlarsed task 
— their hoehandles were soon made red with their innocent blood — 
they labored with great assiduity, but thry could not perform the un- 
reasonable task, and ccnsccjuently received the enlarged number of 
lashes. On the third mornmg they commenced again, but the task 
was so much enlarged that all hope of performinir it was entir(.ly 
precluded, and the enonuously increased number of !as!u s became 
certain — the Ufihappy creatures despaired of life, and concluded that 
they must inevitably die under the torturing lash, unless tliey could 
despatch thetuselves itj some other method. This appeared to' be the 
onlv tneima of escaping the most terrible cruelty. Hence they Ibrmed 
and executed the (Ireadful design of hanging themselves. The horn 
blew tor duuier, all staited to their huts, but these unfortimate girls 
lingered behind, and unobserved by the rest of the company turned 
aside into a thicket, and there all six hanged themselvesi They v\ere 
soon missed, and search was quickly made for ihem— they were im- 
mediately fotnid, and the cruel master enraged by the disappoiiitment 
and loss, nmde every possible exertion to bring them back to life, that 
they might again fall under the weight of his vengeance ! but all his 
attempts were in vain — their souls were gone into an awful eternity, 
and had their eternal destiny unalterably fixed ! And bei/jg exceed- 
ingly exasperated on finding that they had escaped from his hand, he 
ordered a hole to be dug for them, and caused them to be tuujbled into 
it like mere animal carcasses, while he vented the most awf-ul impre- 
cations upon them ! And the overseer was ordered to exact from the 
rest of his slaves what labor he intended them to petform. 

A certain citizen of Kentucky purchased a piece of furniture, and 
after he brought it home, his wife unfortunately broke some small part 
of it, and Uiat in the presence of a neighboring gentleman ; she never- 
tlieless charged it upon a black girl of about seventeen years of age. 
The girl honestly dec'ared her innocence, but the mistress persisted in 
her charge against her. At length the brutish master seized the poor 
unfortunate girl, drew her clothes up over her head, Imnged her by 
them to the limb of a tree, and in that shameful position whipt her 
several times very severely. By the extremity of torture she was 
sometimes forced to say that she did break the fii:niture, but in the 
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moment of respite, she would honestly deny it again — and this sp.Iijccted 
her to more torture. Fortunately for the poor girl the gentlenKi!) who 
was present when the mistress broke the furniture, happ:,'iu;d to be 
passing by — he paused in amazement at t!ie sliocking scent — he soon 
discovered the cause of the cruelty — indignation overcame him — he 
approached the brutish master and told h.m that his own. wife had 
broken the furniture in his presence, and declared that if he did not 
cease from torturing the poor girl he would give him as rnu<'.h as he 
liad given her — with this the shameless monster thought it necess^ary to 
comniy, and for that time the poor girl was released from his iO; tmiiig 
hanu. The gentleman who rescued the girl and stated this fiict-, is 
now a resident of the state of Ohio, and is known to be a man of ti ut!i. 

"In the county of Livingston, Ky., near the mouth of the (^uuiber- 
'and, lived Lilburn Lewis, a sister's son of tJie venerable JeHltrson. 
He, who 'suckled at fair Freedom's breast,' was the wealthy owner 
of a considerable nnmbcr of slaves, whom he drove constantly, fed 
sparingly, and lashed severely. The consequence was, thi;y would 
lun away. This must have given to a man of spirit and a man of 
business great anxieties until he found them, or until they luul starved 
outand returned. Amon^ the rest was an ill grown boy about seventeen, 
who having just returned from a skulking spell, was sent to the spring 
for water, and in returning let fall an elegant pitcher. It was daalied 
to shivers upon the rocks. This was the occasion. It was night, and 
the slaves all at home. The master had tliem collected into (he most 
roomy negro house, and a rousing fire made. When the door was 
secured, that none might escape, either through fear of him or sym})athy 
with George, he opened the design of the interview, namely, that they 
might bo effectually taught to stay at home and obey his orders. All 
things being now in train, he called up George, who approached his 
master wiih the most unreserved subrnission. He bound him with 
cords, and by the assistance of his younger brother, laid him on a broad 
bench, or meat block. He now proceeded to whang off George bv 
the ancles I! It was with the broad axe! — In vain did the unliappy 
victim sen F.AM and roar! He was completely in his master's power. 
Not a hand amongst so many durst interfere. Casting the feet into 
the fire, he lectured them at some length. He whacked him off 
below the knees! George roaring out, and praying his master to 
BEG5M at the OTHER END ! He admousshed them again, throwing 
the legs "ii o the fire! Then above the knees, tossing the joints into 
the fire t He again lectured them at leisure. The next stroke severed 
the thighs from the body. These were also committed to the flames. 
And so off the arms, head, and trunk, until all was in the fire ! Still 
protracting the intervals with lectures, and threatenings of like punish- 
ment in case of disobedience, and running away, or disclosure of this 
tragedy. Nothing now remained but to consume the fiesh and bones ; 
and for this purpose the fire was briskly stirred, until two Ivours after 
midnig^it. WILLIAM DICKEY." 

A member of Lane Seminary, from Alabama, speaking of the 
cruelties practised upon the slaves, said— At our bouse it is so 
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common to hear their screams from a neighboring plantation, that we 
think nothing of it. The overseer of this plantation loid me one day, 
he laid a young woman over a lo<^ and beat her so severely that she 
was soon after delivered of a deadchild. A bricklayer, a neigljbor of 
ours, owned a very smart young negro rrran, who ran away ; hut was 
caught When his master got him home, he stripped him naked, tied 
hinT^up by his hands, in plairt sight and hearing of the academy and 
the public green, so high that his feet could not touch the ground ; then 
tied them togeiher, and put a long board between his legs to keep him 
steady. After preparing him in this way, he took a jpaddle, bored it 
full of holes, and commenced beating him with it. He continued it 
leisurely all day. At night his flesh was literally pounded to a jelly. 
It was two weeks before he was able to walk. No one took any 
notice of it. No one thought any wrong was done." 

« ^ of Missouri, amongst others, related the following: — 

A young woman who was generally very badly treated, after receiving 
a more severe whipping than usual, ran away, In a few days she 
came back, and was sent into the field to work. At this time, the 
earmcnt next her skin was stiff like a scab, from the runnirvg of the 
sores made by the wliipping. Towards night, slie told her mastei* 
that sire was s'ick, and wished to go to the house. She went; and as 
soon as she reached it, laid down on the floor exhausted. The mistress 
asked her what the matter was? She made no reply. She asked 
a^ain; but received no answer. 'Til see,' said she, ' ti I can't make 
you speak.' Sa taking the tongs, she heatetl them red hot, and put 
them upon the bottoms of her feet ; then upon her legs and body ; and, 
finally, in a rage, took hold of her throat. This had tlTC desired effect. 
The poor girl faintly whispered, *0h, missee, don't— I am most gone;' 

and expired." „ ^ • i 

We want no other commentary on the state of feehng m that conv 
munity than this. The woman yet lives there, and owns slaves. 

A. Wattles. 

LETTER TO MR. TAPPAN. 

But let me turn your attention to another species of cruelty. About 
a year since, I knew a certain slave who had deserted his master, to be 
caught and for tlie first niglrt fastened in the stocks. In those san>e 
stocks from which at midnight I have heard the cries ot distress, while 
the mnster slppt, rmd was dreaming perhaps of drinking wine and of 
discussing the price of cotton. On the next morning he was chained 
in an immoveable posture, and branded in both cheeks, with red hot 
stamps of iron. Such are the tender mercies of men who love wealth, 
and are deterntined to obtain it at any price. 

There was, some time since, brought to trial m this town, a planter 
residing about fifteen miles distant, for whipping his slave to death. 
You will supp'/se of course that he was punished. No sir, he was 
acquitted, although there could be no doubt of the fact I heard tlie 
tale of murder from a man who was acquainted with all the circun> 
stances. " I veas," said he, " passing along the road near the burying 
group'' <rf the plantation, about nine o'clock at night, when I saw several 
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lights gleaming throu|;h the v>ood3 — and as I approached, in order to 
see what was doing, t beheld the coroner of Natciiez with a numbot 
of men, standing around the body of a young female, wiiich by the 
torches seemed almost perfectly white. On inquiry I learned that the 
master had so unmercifully beaten this girl that she died under the 
operation. And that also he had so severely punished another of his 
slaves that he was but just alive. — Letter to Mr. Tappan from 
Mchez, 1831. 

CASES OF CRUELTY. 

Mr. William Ladd, known as a friend of colonization and an oppo- 
nent of Anti-Slavery Societies, and not likely, therefore to exaggerate, 
but rather to soften the harsh features of the system, alludes publicly 
to the following, among other horrors which he has witnessed: A 
gentleman of his acquaintance, was offended with a female slave. He 
seized her by the arm, and thrust her hand into the fire, and there he 
held it until it was burnt off! " I saw," said Mr. Ladd, " the withered 
stump," — Mdress at Colonization Society of Massachusetts, 1833. 

" Mr. Sutclift', an English Gluaker, who travelled in this country, 
relates a case very like that of the Kentucky girl, only that the catas- 
trophe was more shocking. A slave owner, near Lewistown, in tlie 
state of Delaware, lost a piece of leather. He charged a little slave 
boy with steaUng it. The boy denied. The master tied the boy's 
feet, and suspencled him froin the limb of a tree, attaching a heavy 
woight to his ancles, as is usual in such cases, to prevent such kicking 
and writhing as would break the blows. He then whipped ; the boy 
confessed ; and then he commenced whipping anew for the offence 
itself. He was a kind master, and never whipped the lad again, for 
he died under the lash ! Then the slaveholder's own son, smitten with 
remorse, acknowledged that he took the leather. 

*' An honorable friend, who stands hi^h in the state and in the 
nation, was present at the burial of a female slave in Mississippi, who 
had been wnipped to death at the post by her master, because she 
was gone longer of an errand to the neighboring town, than her 
master thought necessary. Under the lash she protested that she was 
ill, and was obliged to rest in the fields. To complete the climax of 
honor, she was delivered of a dead infant before her master had com- 
pleted bis work I" — Child's Despotism of Freedom. 

Scene in Georgia. — The two convicts were hung together ; and after 
they were quite dead, a consultation waa h^ld amongst the gentlemen, 
as to the future disposition of Billy, who, having been in the house 
where his master was murdered, and not hav«ng given immediate in 
formation of the fact, was held to be guilty of concealing the death ; 
and was accordingly sentenced to receive five hundred lashes. I was 
in the. branches of a tree close by the place where this court was held, 
and distinctly heard its proceedings and judgment. Some went to tlie 
woods to cut hickories, whilst others stripped Billy and tied him to a 
tree. More than twenty long switches, some of them six or seven 
feet in lengtn, had been procured ; and two laen applied the rods al 
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the same time, one standing on -each side of the culprit ; cne of them 
using his left hand. I hud often seen black men whipped, and had 
alvva^'s, where the lash was apphed with great severity, heard the suf- 
ferer cry out and beg for mercy ; but in this case, the pain inflicted by 
these double blows of the hickory was so intense, that Billy never 
uttered so much as a groan ; and I do not believe he breathed for t!ie 
space of two minutes after he received the first strokes. He shrunk 
liis body close to the trunk of the tree, around which his arms and ie^^s 
were lashed ; drew his. shoulders up to his head like a dying man, arid 
trembled, or rather shivered, in all his members. The blood flowed 
from the commencement, and in a few minutes lay in small puddles 
at the root of the tree. I saw flakes of flesh as long as my finger fall 
out of the gashes in his back ; and I believe he was insensible during 
all the time that he was receiving the last two hundred lashes. When 
the whole five hundred had been counted by the person appointed to 
perform this duty, the half-dead body was unbound and laid in the 
shade of the tree upon which I sat. The gentlemen who had done the 
whipping, eight or ten in number, being joined by their friends, then 
came under the tree, and drank punch unt'l their dinner was made 
ready, under a booth of green boughs at a short distance. 

Ai>er dinner, Billy, who had been groaning on the ground where he 
was hiid, was taken up, placed in the cart in which Lucy and Prank had 
been brought to the gallows, and conveyed to the dwelling of his late 
master, where he was confined to the house and his bed more than 
three months, and was never worth much atlerwards, while I remained 
in Georgia. 

Cevtamly those who were hanged well deserved their punishment, 
but it was a very arbitrary exercise of power to whip a man until he 
was insensible, because lie did not prevent a murder which was cora- 
mitted without his knowledge ; and I could not understand the right 
of punishing him because he was so weak or timorous, as to refrain 
from a disclosure of the crime the moment it came to his ears. — Life 
of Charles Ball. 

[Those who a»e desirous of witnetsing a further exposition ot t}ie 
legitimately bitter fhijts of Slavery, are referred to American 
Slavery as it is ; — Testimony of a Thousand WiTNBssas," for 
aalu at the Anti-Slavej-y Depositories.} 
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THEODORE D. WELu. 

The case of Human Rights against Slavery has been adjudicated 
in the court of conscience times innumerable. The same verdict has 
khvays been rendered — " Guilty!" the same sentence has always ifiJtn 
pronounced, Lei it be accursed 1" and human nature, with hif-r 
million echoes, has rung it round the world in every language undei' 
heaven, «* Let it be accursed ! Let it be accursed ! !" His heart is 
false to hum?.n nature, who will not say *' Amen." There is not u 
man on cart a who does not believe that slavery is a curse. Human 
beings may Iw inconsistent, b-.tt human nature is true to herself. Sbf 
has uttered her testimony against slavery with a shriek ever since the 
monster was begotten ; and till it perishes amidst the execrations of 
the Universe, she will traverse the world on its track, dealing her 
bolts upon its head, and dashing against it her condemning brand. 
We repeat it, every man knows that slavery is a ci; ree. Whoever 
denies this, his lips libel his he?irt. Try him ; clank the chains in 
his ears, and tell him they are for him ; give him an hour to prepare 
his wife and children for a life of slavery; bid him make haste and 
get ready their necks for the yoke, and their wrists for the co.^e 
chains, then look at his pale lips and trembling knees, and you have 
Nature's testimony against slavery. 

We will prove that the slaves in the United States are treated with 
barbarous inhumanity ; ^hat they are overworked, underfed, wretch- 
edly clad and lodged, and have insufficient sleep ; that they are ofleji 
made to wear round their necks iron collars armed with prongs, to 
drag heavy chains and vveight?..it their feet while working in the field, 
and to wear yoks, and bells, and iron horns ; that they are oAen 
kept coniined in the stocks day and night for weeks together, made 
to wear gags in their mouths for hours or rlays, have some of their 
front teeth "torn out or broken off, that ihby may be easily detected 
when they run away ; that they are fiequently flogged with terrible 
severity, have red pepper rubbed into their lacerated flesh, and hot 
13* 
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brine, spirits) of turpentine, &c. poured over the ,t{ashes to increase 
the torture ; that they are often stripped naked, their backs and limbs 
cut with knives, bruised and mangled by scores and Imndreds of 
blows with the paddle, and terribly torn by tlie claws of cats, drawn 
over them by their tormentors ; that they are often hunted with blood 
hounds and shot do>vn like beasts, or torn in pieces by dogs ; that 
they arc often suspended by the arms and whipped and beaten till 
they faint, and when revived by restoratives, beaten agam till they 
faint, and sometimes till they die ; that their earti arc often cut off, 
their eyes knocked out, their bones broken, their flesh branded with 
red hot irons ; that they are maimed, mutilated and burned to death 
over slow fires. All these things, and more, and worse, we shall 
provcy by the testimony of scores and hundreds of eye witnesses, by 
the testimony of slave-holders in all parts of the slave states, by slave- 
holding members of congress and of state legislatures, by ambassa- 
dors to foreign courts, by judges, by doctoits of divinity, and okrgy- 
men of all denominations, by merchants, mechanics, lawyers and 
physicians, by presidents and professors in colleges and professional 
seminaries, by planters, overseers and drivers. We shall show^ not 
merely that such deeds are committed, but that they are frequent ; 
not done in corners, but before the sun ; not in one of the slave states, 
but in all of them ; not perpetrated by brutal overseers and drivers 
merely, but by magistrates, by legislators, by professors of reli- 
gion, by preachers of the gospel, by governors of states, by " gen- 
tlemen of property and standing," and by delicate females moving in 
the " highest circles of society." 

Tiberius, Claudius, and Caligula, began the exercise of their 
power with singular forbearance, and each grew into a prodigy of 
cruelty. So averse was Caligula to bloodshed, that he refused to 
look at a list of conspirators against his own life, which was handed 
to him ; yet after^vards, a more cruel wretch n&ver wielded a sceptre. 
In his thirst for slaughter, he wished all the necks in Rome one, that 
he might cut them off at a blow. 

Domilian, at the commencement of his reign, carried his abhor- 
rence of cruelty to such lengths, that he forbad the sacrificing of 
oxen, and would sit whole days on the judgment-seat, reversing the 
the unjust decisions of corrupt judges ; yet itifterwards, he surpassed 
even Nero in cruelty. Commodus began with gentleness and conde- 
Eccn'sion, but soon became a terror and a scourgfi, outstripping in his 
atrocities most of his predecessors. Maximinus tort, was just and gener. 
ous when first invested with power, but afterwaris rioted in slaughter 
with the relish of a fiend. History has well said of this monarch, 
* the change in his disposition may readily serve to show how dan- 
ijerous a tising ia power, that could transform a person of such rigid 
virtues into such a monster*' 
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HORACE MOULTON. 

One slave, who was under my care, was whipped, I think one hun. 
dred lashes, ibr gcUiijof a small handful of wood from his isiaster'a 
yard without leave. 1 heard an overseer boasting to his master tliat 
he gave one of the bpys seventy lashes, for not doitjg a job of work 
just as he thought it ought to be done. The owner of the slave ap- 
peared to be pleased that the overseer had been so faithftil. The 
apology they make for whipp' t so cruelly is, that it is to frightvn 
the rest of the gang. The ii rs say, that what we call an ordi- 
nary flogging will not subdue n j slaves ; hence the most cruel and 
barbarous scourgings ever witnessed by man are daily atid hourly iu- 
fiielcd upon the naked bodies of these miserable bondmen; not by 
masters and negro-drivcrs onlyj but by the constables in the common 
markets and jailors in their yards. 

It is very common for masters to say to the overseers or drivera, 

put it on to them," ".don't spare that fellow," " give that scoundrel 
one hundred lashes," &.c. Whipping the women when in delicate 
circumstances, as they sv^metimcs do, wi;hout any regard to their en- 
treaties or the entreaties of tiieir nearest friends, is truly barbarous. 
If negroes could testify, they would tell you of instances of women 
being whipped until they have miscarried at the whipping.post. I 
heard of such things at the south — they arc undoul)tedly facts. Chil. 
drcn arc whipped unmercifully for the smallest oflcnces, and that be- 
fore their mothers. A large proportion of the blacks lia^ve their shoul- 
ders, backs, and arms all scarred up, and not a few of '.hem have 
had their heads laid open with clubs, stones, and br^./ bats, and 
with the butf-end of whips and cnnes — some have Lad their jaw3 
broken, others their teeth knocked in or out; while others have had 
their cars cropped and the sides of their cheeks gashed out. Some 
of the poor creatures have lost the sight of one of their eyes by the 
careh'ss blows of the whipper, or by some other violence. 

But punishing slaves as above described, is not the only mode of 
torture, ^omc tie them up in a very uneas^^' posture, where they 
nnist stand night, and they will then work them hard all day- 
thai ivS, work them hard all day and torment them all night. Olhcrs 
punish by fastening them down on a log, or somethiiig else, av;d 
f.triko tlicm on the bare skin with a bo,ard paddle full of holes. This 
breaks the skin, I should presume, at every hole where it comes in 
co3itact with it. Others, when other modes of punishment will not 
subdue tliem, ^at-haul them — that is, take a cat by the nape of the 
neck and tail, or by the hind legs, and drag the claws across the back 
nnlil satisfied. This kind of punishment poisons the flesh much 
worse than the whip, and is more dreaded by the slave. Some are 
branded by a hot iron, other.s have Ihcir flesh cut out in large gashes, 
to mark ihem. Some who are prone to run away, have iron /eitcrs 
riveted around their ancles, sometimes they are put only on on^ foot, 
and arc dragged on the ground. Others havt on large iron collars 
or yokes upon their necks, or clogs riveted upon their wrists or an- 
cles. Some have bells put upon them, hung upon a sort oi frame to 
an iron collar. 
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Anollicr (lark side of slavory is the neglect, of the aged and sick. 
?uaiiy Wiicij .siok, are 5uspe;:tru by 'heir mastcrf: of fbignitig sickness, 
and are tlicrcfore whipped out to work after disease has got fast hold 
of thorn ; when the masters learn, that they arc really sick, they aro 
in many instances left alone in their cabins dnring work hours ; not 
a few of the slaves are left to die without having one friend to wipe 
oif the sweat of de.ith. When the slaves ar^ sick, the masters do 
not, as a general thing;, employ physicians, but " doctor" them them- 
selves, and their mode ot practice in almost all cases is to bleed and 
give salts. 



SARAH M. GRIMKE. 

A highly intelligent slave, who panted after fi-eedom with cease-- 
less lonjjiiigs, made many attempts to get possession of Jiimself. For 
every otibnee he was punished with extreme severity. At one time 
he was tied up by his hands to a tree, and whipped until his back 
was one gore of blood. To thie terrible infliction he was subject ' 
at intervals for several weeks, and kept heavily ironed while at hia 
work. His' master one day accused him of a fault, in the usual 
terms dictated by passion and arbitrary power ; the man protested 
his innocence, but was not credited. He again repelled the charge 
wiih honest indignation. His master's temper rose almost to frenzy; 
and seizing a fork, he made a deadly plunge at the breast of his slave, 
Tiie man being far his superior in strength, caught his arm, and 
dashed the weapon on the floor. His master grasped at his throat, 
but the slave disengaged himself, and rushed from the apartment. 
Having made his escape, he fled to the woods ; and after wandering 
about for many months, living on roots and berries, and enduring 
every hardship, he was arrested and committed to jail. Here ho lay 
fi)r a considerable time, allowed scarcely food enough to sustain life, 
whipped in the most shocking manner, and confined in a cell so loath- 
some, that when his master visited him, he sa'id the stench was 
cncniih to knock a ma^ down. The filth had never been removed 
from the apartment since the poor creature had been immured in it. 
Although a black man, such had been the effect of starvation and 
suffering, that his master declared he hardly recognized him — his 
com[>lcxion was so yellow, and. his hair, na.turally thick and black, 
had become red and scanty; an infallible sign of long continued liv. 
ing on bad and insnflicient food. Stripes, imprisonment, and the 
gnawing-s of hunger, had broken his lofty spirit for a season ; and, 
to use his master's own exulting expression, he was " as humble aa 
a dog." Afer a time he made another attempt to escape, and was 
absent so long, that a reward was offered for him, dead or alive. He 
eluded every attempt to take him, and his master, despairing of ever 
getting l\\m again, offered to pardon him if he wopld return home. 
It is always understood that such intelligence will reach the runaway ; 
and accordingly, at the entreaties of his wife and mother, the fugi- 
tive once more consented to return to his bitter bondage. I believe 
this was the last effort to obtain his liberty. His heart become 
touched with the power of the gospel ; and the spirit which no in- 
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dictions cmiUl puixiii?) bowed at the cross of Jesus, aiul with the 
laiiguagf oi) hit> lips — " t!ie cup that my father hath given me, sijall 
1 liol drink it ?" suhniiUcd to the yoke of the oppressor, and wore 
his chains in untnurtnuring patience till death released him. The 
master who perpetrated these wrongs upon his slave, was one of the 
most inflnenlial and honored citizens of South Carolina, and fo his 
equals was bland, and courteous, and benevolent even to a proverb. 



JOHN GRAHAM. 

After the blessing was asked at the breakfast table, one ol the ser- 
vants, a woman grown, in giving oriC of the children r.oine nio- 
lavses, happened to pour out a lillle more than usual, tliough not 
more than ti)e child usually eat^. Her master was angry at the pel. 
fy an 1 inditlercnt mistake, or slip of the hand. He rose from the 
tahlc, look both of her hands in one of his, and with the other be- 
gan to beat lier, first on one side of her head and then on the other, 
and repealing this, till, as he said on sitting down at table, it hurt 
his hand too much to continue it longer. He then took olF his shoe, 
and with the heel began in the satne manner as with his hand, till 
the poor creature could no longer endure it without screeches and 
raisinsr her elbow as it is natural to ward off the blows. He then 
called a great overgrown negro to hold her hands behind her while 
he should wreak his vengeance upon the poor servant. In this posi- 
tion he began again to i)eat the poor suffering wretch. It now be- 
came intolerable to bear ; she fell, screaming to me for help. After 
she fell, he beat her until 1 thought she would have died in his hands. 
She got up, however, went out and washed off the blood and came 
in before v/e rose from table, one of the most pitiable objecls I ever 
saw till I came to the south. Her earo wore almost as thick as my 
hand, her eyes awfully blood-siiolien, her lips, nose, cheeks, chin, 
and whole head swollen so that no one would have known it was Etta 
— and for all this, she had to turn round as she was going out and 
thank her master ! 



WILLIAM FOE. 

Benjan;in James Harris, a wealthy tobacconist of Richmond, V,vr- 
ginia, whipped a slave girl fifteen years old to death. While he was 
whi -pin" her, his wife heated a smoothing iron, put it on her body 
in various places, and burned her severely. The verdict of the coro- 
ner's inquest was, Died of excessive whipping." He was tried in 
Richmond, and acquitted. I attended the trial. Some years after 
this same Harris whipped another slave to death. The man had not 
done so much work at; was required of him. After a number of pro 
';racted and violent scourgings, with short intervals bet weo, the slave 
Li'ed under the lash. Harris was tried, and i«.gain acquitted, because 
none b:'/. blacks saw it done. The same ra-in aRerwards whipped 
a;Kr!li3. i'ave severely, for not doing work to please him. After re. 
ptii'eii and sc' I '.e floggings in quick succession, for the same cause. 
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Ihe slave, in despair of pleasing him, cut off his own hand. Har.'is 
eoon after became a baiikrupt, went to New-Orleans to recruit his 
linances, failed, removed to Kentucky, became a maniac, and died. 



PraVATIONS OF SLAVES. 

By confmjjig tlje slaves to the southern states, wliern crops arc 
raised for exjjorlation, and bread and meat are purchased, you doom 
them to scarcity and huiif;er. It is pro})osed to hem in the blacks 
where they arc ill i'ad.—Alexander Sinyih. 

Speaking of the condition of slaves, in the easlern part of that 
stalo, the report says, — The master puts the unfortunate wretches 
upon short allowances, scarcely sufficient for their sustenance, so that 
a great part of them go half starved much of tiie time. — Gradual 
Einancipation Soc. N. Carolina. 

The slaves down ihe Mississippi, are half-starved, the boats when 
they stop at night, are constantly boarded by slaves, begging for 
something to cat. — Tobias lioudinot. 

A l"c:w years since, he was at a brick yard in the environs of New. 
Orleans, iii which one hundred hands were employed ; among them 
were from twenty to thirty young women, in the prime of life. He 
was 'old by the proprietor, that there had nut been a child born among 
them for the last two or three years, althougii they all had husbands. 
— Hotu H. Clay, « 



JOHN WOOLMAN. 

Many of the white people in these provinces, take little or no care 
of negro marriages ; and when negroes marry, after their own way, 
sonic make so little account of those marriages, that- with views of 
outward interest, the" often part men from (Jicir w.'.vcs, by selling 
them far asunder ; wliicli is common when estates sold by cxecu- 
tors at vendue. 

Many whose labor is heavy, being followed at their business in the 
field by a man with a whip, hired for that purpose, — have, in com- 
mon, little else allowed then; but one peck of Indian corn and some 
salt fur one week, with a few potatoes. (Tlie potatoes they common- 
ly raise by their labor on the lirst day of the week.) The correction 
ensuing on their disobedience to overseers, or slotbXulncss in business, 
is ofien very severe, and sometimes desperate. Men and women have 
many times scarce clothes enpugh to hide their nakedness — and boys 
and girls, ten and twelve years old, are often quite naked among 
their masters' children. Some use endeavors to instruct those (ne- 
gro children) they have in reading ; but in common, this is not only 
neglected, but disap;.»rovcd. 



JAMES K. PAULDING. 

The sun was shining or.t very hot — and in turning the angle of 
the road, we encountered the following group: first, a little cart 
drawn by one horse, in wliich five or six half naked black child.-eu 
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were liimliled like pijTs fojifethcr. The cart hiid no covrrinr^, and they 
sremed to have been broiici io sleep. Eeiiind ihv carl mai c'iuu iiin e Mack 
women, with licad, neck and breasts uncovered, and without shoes 
or stockintjs : next came three men, bare-headed, and chained tof^cther 
with an ox-chain. Last of all, came a white man on horse back, 
carrying his pistols in his belt, and who, as we passed liim, had the 
impudence to look us in the face without blu.shing;. At a house 
where we stopped a little further on, wo learned that he had houifht 
these miserable beings in Maryland, and was marching theui in this 
manner to one of tlie more southern states. Shame on the state of 
Maryland ! and I say, shame on the stale of Virginia ! and every 
state ihroujjh which f ilis wretelied cavalcade was permitted to jiass ! 
I do say, that when they (the slave-holders) pcrmil such flagrant ami 
indecent outrages upon humanity as that I have described ; when 
they sanction a villain, in thus marching lialf naked women and 
men, loaded with chains, without being charged wi'.h any criuie imt 
that of being b'ack, from one yoction of t!ie United S:ates to another, 
hundreds of miles in the face of day, they di^^graee themselves, atid 
the country to which they belong. — Letters from the South, First 
Edition. 



STEPHEN SEWALL. 

I was witness to such cruellies by an overseer to a slave, that he 
twice atlempled to drown himself, to get out of his. power: this waa 
on a raft of slaves, in the Mobile river. I saw an owner take hiij 
runaway slave, tie a rope round him, then get on his hor.se, give the 
slave and ijor,se a cut with the whip, and run the jjoor creature bare- 
footed, very fast, over rough ground, when; suiall black jack oaks 
had been cut up, leaving the sharp stump.s, on which the slave would 
frequently lali ; then the master would drag hiui as long as ho could 
liimsclf hold out; then slop, and whip him up on his feet again — then 
proceed as before. This continued until he got oi.tof my sight, which 
was about half a uiile. But what further cruellies this wretched man, 
(who:?e passion was so excited that he could scarcely utier a word 
when ho took the .slave into his own power.) inHicted upon his poor 
victim, the day of judguient will unfold. 

I have seen slaves severely whipped on plantations, but tliis is an 
every day occurrence, and comes under the head of general treat- 
ment. 

I have known the case of a husban"" compelled to whip his wife. 
This I did not witness, though not two rods from the cabin at the 
time. 

I will now mention the case of cruelty before referred tOc In 1820 
or 21, while tlie public works were going forward on Dauphin Is- 
land, Mobile Bay, a contractor, engaged on the works, beat one of 
his slaves so severely that the poor creature had no longer power to 
writhe under his sulFenng : he took out his knife, and began to cut 
his flesh in strips, from his hips down. At this moment the gentle- 
man referred to, v.'ho v»as s.\so a contiactor, siiocked at such inhu* 
manily, stepped forward, between the wretch and his victim, and ex- 
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claiincci, ' If you (oiieh tlia!. slave again you do it at the peril of your 
Hf(!.' 'Vha slavo.lioldci' i-avcd al iiiiii fur inicrforing Iksiwcou liiiu and 
his .slave ; but lie was obligvd to drop his s'iciiin, fnalii^r iho. arm '-.f 
jny frituid — whose slau.ro and physical powers were extraordinary. 



COLMAN S. HODGES. 

I have freqijcntly seen the inistre.ss of a family in Virginia, w i:h 
whom I was well acquainted, heal the w o.nan who performed the 
ki'choii work, witii a slick two feel anvl a liaif long, and nearly as 
thick as my wrist; strikinjj her over llic iiead, and across llie smali 
of t'le iiauk, as .slie was bent over .at her work, with as nuich t=])ite 
as yun would a sNake, and for wiiat I shooid con.sider no offence al 
all Tliere live(i in this same family a young man, a slave, who was 
in th(; hal)it of running away. He returned one time af er a week's 
al)sence. The master took iiim into the barn, stripped him entirely 
nakeil, lied him up b}' his hands so high that he could not reach the 
floor, tied his feet together, and put a small rail between his legs, so 
that he could not avoid the blows, and commeiiced whipping him. 
He told me that he gave him five huntli-ed laslies. At any ra e, he 
was covered wiih wounds from head to fool. Not a place as big as 
my hafid but what was cut. Such things as these are perfectly com- 
mon all over Virginia ; at least so far as I am acquainted, (jleiieral- 
ly, planters avoid punishing their slaves before .strangers. 



JOSEPH IDE. 

I have -never actually \vitnes.sed a whipping scene, for they are 
usually taken into some back place for thai purpose ; but I have often 
heard their groans and screams while writhing under ths lash ; and 
have seen the blood How from their torn and lacerated skins afier the 
vengeance of the inhuman rMasier or nfistress had been glutted. Mrs. 

T -, hati a female slave whom she used to whip unmercifully, and 

on one occasion, she whipjied her as long as she had atrength, and 
after thy poor creature was suffered to go, slie crawled oH' into a cel- 
lar. As she did not immediately return, search was made, and she 
was found dead in the cellar, and the horrid deed was kept a secret 
in the family, and it was reported that she died of sickness. This 
wretch at the same time was a inember of a Presbyterian church. 
Towards her slaves she was certainly the most cruel wretch of any 
woman v/ith whom I was ever acquaiuted— .yet she was nothing nioro 
than a slaveholder. She would deplore slavery as much as I did, and 
often told me. i?hc was much of an abolitionist a«t I was. She was 
constant in the declaration that her kind treatment to her slaves was 
pro%'erbial. Thought I, then the Lord have mercy on the rest. She 
has often told me of the cruel treatment of the slaves on a plantation 
adjoining her father's in the ]o\v country of South Carolina. Sho 
says she has often seen them driven to the necessity of eating frogs 
and lizards to sustain life. 
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PHINEAS SMITH. 

A.vai icc and cruelty constilutc the very gist, of the whole slave r^ya 
tein. Many of ihe enormities corniniiied upon the |ilaji'.aiiui)s will 
not be described till God brings to light the hidden thingrf of darkness; 
then the tears and groAm and blood of innocent men, women and 
children will be revealed, and the oppressor's spirit nmst confront 
that of his victim. 

An overseer by the name of Alexander, notorious for his cruelty, 
was found dead in the timbered lands of the Brassos. It was sup- 
posed that he waa murdered, but who perpetrated the act was un- 
known. Two black men were however seized, taken into th;^ Prai- 
rie and put to the torture. A physician by tlio name of Parro t fr jm 
Tennessee, and another from New-England by the name of Anson 
Jones, were present on this occasion. The latter genllenian is now 
the Texan minister plenipotentiary to the Uniti.d State?, and lesides 
U Washington. The unfortunate slaves beijig sirippcd, and ail 
tilings arrange<l, the torture commenced by whtpjiing upon their bare 
backs. Six athletic men were employed in this scene of inhumaniiy, 
tiie names of some of whom I well remember. There was one of the 
nanie of Brown, and one or two of the name of Patton. Those six 
executioners were successively employed in cutting up the bodies of 
these defenceless slaves, who persisted to the last in the avowal of 
their innocence. The bloody whip was however kept in motion till 
savage barbarity itself was glutted. When this was accoinplished, 
the bleeding victims were re-conveyf,;d to the inclosure of the mansion 
house wliere they were deposited for a few nioments. ' The dying 
groans however incommoding the ladies, they were taken to a back 
shed whore one of them soon expired.' The life of the other slave 
was for a time despaired of, but afuj" hanging Gver the grave for 
months, he at length so far recovered as to walk about and labor at 
light work. The.«e facts cannot be controverted. They were di.s- 
closed under the solemnity of an oath, at Columbia, in a court of 
justice. I was present, and shall never forget them. The testimony 
of Dis, Parrott and Jones was most appalling. I seem to hear the 
death-groans of that murdered man. His cries for mercy and pi o- 
testations of innocence fell upon adamantine hearts. The facts above 
stated, and others in relation to this scene of cruelty came to light in 
the following matmer. The master of the murdered man commenc- 
ed legal process against the actors in this tragedy for the recovery of 
the value of the chattel, as one would institute a suit for a horse oi" 
an ox that had been unlawfully killed. It was a suit for the recove- 
ry of damages merely. No indictment was ever dreamed of. Among 
the witnesses brought upon the stand in the progress of this cause were 
the physiciaiis, Farroit atid Joncs above named. The part which 
they were called lo act in this affair was, it is said, to examine the 
pulso of the victims during the process of torture. But they were 
mistaken as to the quantum of torture v\^hich a haman being c&a 
undergo and not die under it. 
14 
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PHILEMON BLISS. 

I have seen a woman, a mother, eonipellec), in the presence of her 
master and mistress, to hold up her clothes, and endure the vvliip of 
the driver on the xiake<J body for more than twenty minulet:, and 
wliilc her cries would have rent the heart of any one, who had not 
hardened himself to human suffering', her master and mistress were 
conversing with apparent indifference. What was her ci'itne ? She 
Iiad a task given hor of sewing which she nxust finish that day. Late 
at night she finished it ; but the stichea were too long, and she must 
bo whipped. 'Ilu; same was repeated three or four nights for tiie 
same offence. I have seen a man tied to a tree, hands and feet, and 
receive 305 blows with the paddle on the fleshy parts of the body. 
Two others received the same kind of pur.i-hrncnt act the time, tliough 
I did not count the blows. One received 230 lashes. Their crime 
was stealing mulfn. I have frequently heard the,, shrieks of the 
slaves, male and female, accompanied by the strokes of the ))addlc 
or whip, when 1 have not gone near the scene of horror. I knew 
not their crimes, excepting of one woman, which was stealing four 
polatiles to eat wilh her bread ! Tlie more common number of lashea 
infiicted was fifty or eighty ; and this I saw not once or twice, but 
80 frequently that I can -not tell the number of times I have seen it. 
So frequently, that my own heart was becoming so hardened that I 
could witness with comj)arativc indifference, the female writhe under 
the lash, and lier shrieks and cries for mercy ceased to pierce my 
heart wilh that keenness, or give mo that anguish which they first 
caused. It was not always that I could learn tlicir crimes ; l>ut of 
those I did leata, the most common was nan-perfortnance of tasks. 
I have seen men strip dud receive from one to three hundred strokes 
of the whip and paddle. My studies and meditations were almost 
nightly interrupted by the cries ox the victin>s of cruelty and avarice. 



JAMES A. THOME. 

In December of 1833, I landed at New-Orleans, in the steamer 

W . It was after night, dark and rainy. The passengers were 

called out of the cabin, fi-om the enjoyment of a fire, which the cold, 
damp atmosphere rendered very comfortable, by a sudden dhout of, 
• catch him — catch him — catch the negro.' The cry was answered 
by a hundred voices — • Gateh him — kill him ! 

After standing in the cold water for an hour, the miserable being 
began to fail. We observed him gradually sinking— -his voice grew 
weak and trenwilous — yet he continued to cui-se ! In the midst of his 
oaths he uttere4 broken sentences. — ' I did'nt steal the meat— I did'nt 
steal — my master lives — master — master lives up the river — (his voico 
began to gurgle in his throat, and he was so chilled that his teeth 
chattered audibly) — I did'nt — steal — I did'nt steal — my — my master 
— -my — I want to see my master — I did'nt — no — my mas — ^you want 
—you want to kill me—I did'ht steal the' — His last words could just 
ba heard as he sunk ur»der the water. 

During this indescribable &cene, not one of the hundred that stood 
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around made a.ny ofFort lo save the man until he was apparently 
diowncd. He was then dragged out and stretched on the bow of the 
boat, and soon sufficient means were used for his recovery. The 
brutal captain ordered him to be taken off liis boat—deolaring, with 
an oatii, that he would tiuiow him into the river again, if Imj was not 
i.nmcdiately removed. I withdrew, sick and horrified with Uiis ap- 
palling exhibition of wickedness. 

Upon inquiry, I learned that the colored man lived some fifiy miles 
up the Mississippi ; that ho had been charged with stealing some ar- 
ticle from the wharf; was fired upon with a pistol, and pursued by 
the mob. 

In reflecting upon this unmingkJ firnelty — this insensibility to sufl 
fering and disregard nfVifp — -I eiclaimed, ' Is there no flesh in man's 
obdurate heart V One poor man, chased like a wolf by a hundred 
blood hounds, yelling, iiowling, and gnashing their teeth upon him 
—plunges into the cold river to seek protection ! A crowd of spec- 
tator witness the scene, with all the composure with whirJi a Ro. 
man populace would look upon a gladiatorial ehovi^. Not a voice 
heard in the sufferei's behalf. Jt At length the powers of nature give 
way ; the blood flows back to the heart — the teelii chatter — the voice 
trembles and dies;, while the victim drops down into his grave 

What an atrocious system is that which leaves two millions of souls, 
fric ndless and powerless — hunted and chased— afflicted and tortured 
and driven to death, without tJic means of redress. Yet such is the 
system of slavery 1 



JOSEPH JOHN GURNEY. 

Comforts of the ncgroos. Nothing can be farther from my wish, 
than to heap abuse an the slave-holders of the southern slates. Those 
with whom I have become acquainted, are amiable and benevolent 
men, and I give them full credit forkiKdness and consideration in the 
treatment of their slaves, 

I am very much mistaken, if, under the circumstances, happiness 
is net the exception — discomfort the general rule. Ignorance of his 
own nature and destiny, is tiie only condition, as I believe, in which 
a slave can be permanently comfortable. Buttlie infractions of com. 
fort, to which the slaves of North America are liable, arc too nolo- 
rious to be disputed. The treatment of them, as it regards food and 
raiment, must and will depend, not merely on the dispositions, but 
on the means of their masters. The want of ready money, in the 
slave-holder, often bears more severely on the slave than the want of 
kindness. Again, we well know that masters are sometimes driven 
for many months from their properties, by the insalubrity of the lo- 
cation, and that the slaves are left under the care of overseers — per- 
sons of sufficiently low grade, to be induced to risk their lives, for a 
pecuniary compensation. This must be a fruitful source of suf^ 
fcriug. 

In order to form a correct view, however, on the present subject, 
2t is enough for me to recur to scenes which I have myself witnessed. 
Although, in travelling through some of your slave states, 1 havo 
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often observed the ncgioes well clad, and in good bodily condition, 
their general aspect has not appeared to me to bo that of happiness, 
iSt:»doni have I seen anything among them, like the cheerful Biniie of 
tiic peasant of Jamaica ; and someiimes, they have Imeii half-naked, 
a«id wrelclied in Jheir demeanor. When 1 saw large companies of 
black people following either the masters who osvned them, or the 
merchants who had bought them, to some distant state, tht? lama 
ones compelled to keep up with their associates, and yet limping he- 
hind from very weakness — when, in one of the sea islands of S .xilh 
Carolina, I look on a gang of thenj, ginning coiton, working as if 
th.'y were on the tread wheel, their sweat falling from them like rain, 
and thcoversoftrfiiuingby, with his cow-hide alongside of him — \v\ivn, 
in the negro jail at Cliarlcston, I was Rrirronnd«d by a large njimlwr 
of negroes, who had been sent thither, without any intervention of 
la*v or magistracy, but at the sole will of lljeir holdbrs, to be pUMished 
on the tread wheel, or with whipping (not exceeding fifteen lashes,) 
aooording to directions on an accompanying ticket — when, lastly, in 
the iron-grated depot at Baltimore, I visited the poor creatures wlio 
had been sold away from their familidi and friends, and were about 
to be transmitted, on speculation, like so many bales of cotton or 
worsted, to the far-disJant South — when these scenes passed, one af- 
ter another, in review before me, it was impossible for me to tifink 
highly of the comforts of yon-, enslaved negroes. 



DAVID WALKER. 

The Pagan, Jews and Maliomotans try to make proselytes to their 
religions and whatever haman beings adopt their religions they ex- 
tend to tliem their protection. But chritstian Americans, not only 
hinder their fellow creatures, the Africatis, but thousands of thern 
will absolutely beat colored person nearly to death, if they cateh 
him on his knees, supplicating the throne of grace. Thi? barbarous 
cruelly was by all the heathen nations of antiquity, and is by the 
Pagans, Jews and Mahometans of the present day, left entirely to 
christian Americans to inflict on the Africans and their descendants, 
that their cup which is nearly full may be completed. I have known 
tyrants or usurpers of human liberty in different parts of this coun- 
txy to take their follow creature?, the colored people, and beat them 
until llir-y \vouId scarcely leave life in them ; what'fof ? Why they 
say " The black devils had the audacity to be fbimd making prayers 
and supplications to the God who rniade them 1 ! I'* Yes, I havo 
known stnall collections of colored people to have convened together, 
for !K> other purpose than to worship God Almighty, in spirit and in 
truth, lo the best of their knowledge ; when tyrants, calling them- 
selves patrols, would also convene and wait alntost in breathless si- 
lence for the poor colored people to commence singing and praying 
to the Lord our God; as soon as they had commenced, the \v retches 
would burst in U]>on them and drag them out and commence beating 
them as they would rattle-snakes— many of whom, they would beat 
so unaieroifully, thai they would hardly be able to cra'.vl for weelvS 
and sometimes for months. — Appeal. 
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" AMALGAMATION !" 

What is slavery? It is a system of general licentiousness ! whole- 
sale amalgamation ! The Western Luminary, a Kentucky paper, 
says, " universal licentiousness prevails among the slaves. Chastity 
is no virtue among them ; its violation neither injures female charac- 
ter in their own. estimation, or that of their master or mistress : nc 
instruction is ever given, no ccnsurr pronounced. I speak not of the 
world : I speak of Christian families generally." James A. Thome 
of Kentucky, says, " It is a well known fact that the slave lodgings, (in 
villages) are exposed to the entrance of strangers every hour of the 
night, and that the sleeping apartment of both sexes are common," 
The Synod of South Carolina and Georgia in their Report, Dec 
1833, slated as follows : *' Chastity in either sex, is a rare virtue. 
Such is the universality and greatness of the vice of lewdness, that 
to those who arc acquainted with slave countries, not a word need 
be said; all the consequences of this vice arc to be seen, not except- 
ing infanticide itself." The Rev. J. D. Paxton, of Virginia, (now 
missionary in Palestine,) says»>" The condition of the females is such 
(under iri'csponsiblo absolute power ^f their owners) that promises, 
and threalenings, and management can hardly fail to conquer theia 
They fire entirely dependent on their mastfir." Hear, hear, y« 
northern mothers, who have slave-holduig sons ! " And that licen- 
tiousness prevails to a most shameful extent, is proved from the ra 
pid increase of mulattoes !" The law is all on the side of the rias 
ter or while, for " any slave, njale or female, or any negro, bond or 
free, to resist or strike a white person in Georgia, he or she s ialj 
have their ears cropt." (Stroud's Law, page 97.) In Kentucky they 
shall have 30 lashes on their bare back. In Georgia, for the first of. 
fence any punishment not extending to life or limb, and death for the 
second otfcnce. (Prince's Digest, 450.) 

Public opinion at the south Tavora licentiousness and amalgamation, 
Mr. Madison avowed that " tho licentiousness of Virginia planta- 
tions, stopped just short of destruction ; and that it was understood 
that the female slaves were to become mothers at fifteen." Thomas 
JefTcrson Randolph declared in the Virginia, House of Delegates, that 
'* Virginia was one ^rand menagerie, whcns men are to be reared for 
market, like oxen tor the shambles;" '* an J that some of the best 
blood of Virginia runs in the veins of their ,3laves.*' 

Miss Mariineau, in her " Views" of Socisty in America" -says, a 
southern clergyman declared " tiiat the ver)' general connexion of 
white gentlemen with then- female slaves, inU")duGed a mulatto race 
whose numbers would become dangerous, if the aiFections of their 
bite parents were permitted to render ih^m frc^e; and many were 
waiting until the amalgamation of the races should involve a suffi- 
cient number to put an end to slavery" ! I — Furthermore, " the wife 
of a planter in the. bitterness of her heart declared, that a planter^s 
wife was only " the chief slave of the harem," Hcur, hear I ye mo- 
thers, vvlio think it would be a pretty thing for your daughters to 
marry slave-holdere, and have slaves to AVait upon them ; *' Every 
young man in New-Orleans, early selects a beautiful quadroon girl 

14* 
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for his mistress, and establishes lier in one of those pretty peculiar 
houses, wliolc rows of which may be seen in the raniparis !" How 
is it with northern young men who go to the south, and buy thcm- 
selvefl female donitsiics, as is of every day's occurrence." This is 
one of the peculiarities of the southern institutions. It is a very con- 
venient, fashionable, and orofitablc way of increasing their st'tck of 
human challles ! Hear Mr. Gholson of Virginia, in the Legfjslature 
of that State, Jan. 18, 1831, reported in the Richmond Whig. ''It 
has always been considered by steady, old fashioned people, that the 
owners of land had a reasonable right to its annual prolita ; the owner 
of orchards to theu- annual fruits; the owner of brood mart^s to their 
product ; and the owner of fcniales slaves t& their increase ! and I do not 
hesitate to say that in their increase consiots much of our wealth I" 
Henry Clay, before the Colonization Society; in 1899, says, " ft is 
believed tiiat nowhere in the farming portion of the United Stales, 
would slave labor be generally employed, if the proprietor were not 
tempted to uaise slaves by the high price of f iiE southern mar- 
ket^ WHICH KEEPS IT UP IN HIS OWN." 

In 1836, 40,000 slaves were sold out of Virginia at an average 
price of $G90. Rev. J. W. Dotfglass, of FayetteviUev ' N. C. says, 
upwards of 60,000 passed through a little western town for southern' 
mai ket, in 1835. What a si>eculaticn for slave bi<i^'dei-8 ! and temp.^ 
tation for Yankees who go to the south to get mxiey, vt^'d buy fe- 
male domestics I ! S, A. Forral, Esq. says " negrcsses when young 
and hkely, are often a matter of speculation, 800 or 1000 dollars be- 
ing obtained for them. It is an occurrence of no uncommon nature 
to see a Christian (?) father sell his own daughter and the brother his 
own sister by the same father I" A northern merchant, while on a 
business tour at the south, lately wrote a letter to his partners saying 
" he hff.d seen a young woman sold at public auction for seven thou- 
sand and five hundred dollars '." The pui chaser, a young man, de- 
clared he would give ten thousar.d dolk.'a rather than lose her > 
Whether the sale was made on northern account" we are not in 
formed. 

Perhaps wives, mothers and daughters at the north may try to be- 
lieve tliat their husbands, sons and lovers, are proof agaimst the en- 
ticements and destructive influences of the '♦peculiar institutions of 
the south ?" How is it? do we not hsair them pleading for, them ; 
telling what a good institution slavery is ; sanclioried Jby the Bible : 
a good old, oriental patriarchal system of concubinage ? And if 
decency would permit, facts might be adduced to show how 
iidrtiiem iiwi avf; iruplicated in llic mave-hoiuiiig nccntiousness of the 
south, that would njake the ears of nortliern mothers and wives tih- 
gle, Thomas Jeffcreon says, " that rnan must be a prodigy, who, 
surrounded by such circumstances, can retain his manners and morals 
untlepraved." Would not northern churches, wives, mothers anddaugh* 
tors, do well to be jealous of those who go from the north into the 
" den of sorrows," the slave-holding states ? Can a man go upon hot 
coals and his feet be not burned ?— Charier Oak, 
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CcsTOMS of the modern " Patriarchs" and " Chivalry" of 
" ike Land of the Frjbe, and the Home of the Brave !" 



" COLUMBIA I COLUMBIA! ! TO GLORY ARISE ! « 




Can a mother forget her suckling child? 




The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 
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The Domestic Slave Tra^e^ 




Abhorrence of the African color and smell. 
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Cruel and unusual punishments shall not be inflicted. — U. S. Con^ 
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Take them hack ; I am faithful to my brethren and my God 

With the scenes of Anglo-Saxon tyranny and baseness, coiitrasta 
AS an Oasis, tliisof Afric-Ameririan n»agnanimity. While the name 
and memory of Nauoleon Bonaparte wili be execrated, ever venerated 
>vill be those of ■ TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE. 

The George Washington of St. Domingo, gave union, energy, 
and a wise eonslitution, to his countrymen. By his bravery he re- 
pelled every foe, and put an end to civil and in«!Urrectjojiary wars. 
Wiicn Bonaparte sent an imnieniJe armament, in 1802, to bring the 
peo[v!e hack to the old yoke, he was firmly seated in their affections, 
and relying in him, tliey bid defiance to their invaders. 

Seven years previous to this, Trtussaint sent his sons, to Paris for 
education. They were put under the care of a tutor, named Coisnon. 
Bonaparte used this man as a tool to prepare the bnysfjr his purpose. 
The tutor and his charge having been sent out with Le Clei c, Cois- 
non wrote saying, "the first Consul sends by me your two sons, and 
certain important despatches. Your sons will be with you to-morrow, 
provided you will give me yoiir word that in the result of your not 
complying wilii the wishes of the fifsSt Consul, they shall be safely 
returned with me to the Cape." Toussaint gave his word, and, oa 
the morrow, the boys, accompanied by Coisr»on, were with their fond 
parents. Toussaint had no'W a choice of three things. He might 
break bis word and keep his sons; he might comply with the wishes 
of Bonaparte and keep them ; or he might send them back. He 
would neither break his word, nor sell his country, and therefore 
.;nose to send them back. 
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MUNGO PARK. 

I was fully convinced, that whitever difference there is between the 
negro and the European^ in the conformation of the nose, and tne color 
of the skin, there is none in the genuine sympathies and characlerisiic 
feelings of our common nature. „ 

At Ser;o I should have been under the necessity of resting among 
the brandies of the tree. About sunset, however, as \ was preparing 
to pass the night in 4hi3 manner, and had turned my horse 1oi»sg, tha^ 
he might graze at liberty, a woman, returning from the laboiX of iho 
field, stopped to observe me. Perceiving that I was weary Mid de- 
jected, she inquired into my situation, whidi I briefly explaintu to her ; 
whereupon, with looks of great compassion, she took up if.y saddle 
and bridle and told me to follow her. Having conducted me into her hut, 
she lighted a lamp, spread a mat on the floor, and told me I might 
remain there for the night, finding that I was hungry, she went out, 
and soon retunied witli a very fine fish, which being broiled upon some 
embers, she gave me for supper. The women then resumed their 
task of spsmving cotton, and lightened their labor with songs, one of 
which ifiust have been conij^iwed extempore, for I myself was the sub- 
ject of it. It; v/as sung by one of the young women, the rest joiiling in 
a kind of choru?. The air was sweet and plaintive, and the words 
literally translated, were these : 

" The winds roar'd, and the rains fell , 
The poor white man, faint and weary, 
Came and sat under our tree.-— 
He has no mother to bring him milk j 
No wife tc giind his corn. 

CHORUS. 

'! Let us pity the white -man ; 

No mother jfias he to brin^ hira milk. 

No wife to grind his corn." 

Trifling as this recital may appear, the circumstance was highly 
affecting to a person in my situation. I was Oppressed with such 
unexpected kindness, and sleep fled from my syes. 

Mr. Park having travelled in company with a cofflo of thnrty-five 
slaves, thus descril>e3 his feelings as he came near the coast: "Al- 
though I was now approaching thp end of my tedious and toilsome 
journey, and expected in another dsy^wTSicet with countrymen and 
friends, I could not part with my unfortunate fellow-travellers, — 
doomed as I knew most of them to be, to a lifa of slavery in a foreign 

(168) 



MUNGU PARK. 



169 



land, — without great emotion. During a peregrination of more than 
five hundred miles, exposed to the burning rays of a tropical sun, these 
poor slaves, amidst the>r own infinitely greater sufferings, would com- 
miserate mine, and frequently, of their own accord, bring water to 
quench my thirsty and at night collect branches and leavea to prepare 
me a bed in the wilderness. We parted with mutual regret and bless- 
ings. My good wishes and prayers were all I could bestow upon 
them, and it afforded me some consolation to be told tliat they were 
''ensible I had no more to §ive. 

Oil the other hand, it is impossible for me to forget the disinterested 
charity, and tender solicitude, with which many of these poor heathens, 
from the sovereign of Sego, to the poor women who at different times 
received me into their cottages, sympathized with my sufferings, re- 
lieved my distress, and contributed to my safety. Perhaps this 
acknowledgement is more particularly due to the female part of the 
nation. Among the men, as the reader must have seen, my reception 
though generally kind, was sometimes otherwise. It varied according 
to the tempers of those to whom I made application. Avarice in 
some, and bigotry in others, had closed up the avenues to compassion ; 
but I do not recollect a single instance uf hard-heartedness towards 
me in the women. In all my wanderings and wretchedness, I found 
them uniformity kind and compassionate ; and I can truly say, as 
Mr. Ledyard has eloquently sain before me : — 

" To a woman I never addressed myself in the lan^iage of decency 
and friendship, without receiving a decent and friendly answer. If 1 
was hungry or thirsty, wet or ill, they did not hesitate, like the men, 
to perform a generous action. In so free and so kind a manner did 
they contribute to my reliefj that if I was thirsty, I drank the sweeter 
draught ; and if I were hungry, I ate the coarsest meal with 9. double 
relish." 

Adansok, who visited Senegal, in 1754, describes the negroes as 
socisible, obliging, humane, hospitable. " Their amiable simplicity," 
says he, "in this enchanting country, recalled to me the idea of the 
pnmitive race of man ; I thought I saw the world in its infancy. They 
are distinguished by tenderness for their parents, and a great respect 
for the aged." Rosier speaks of a slave at Martinico, who having 
gained money sufficient for his own ransom, preferred to purchase his 
mother's freedom. 

Protart, in his history of Loango, acknowledges that the negroes 
on the coast, who associate with Europeans, are inclined to licentious- 
ness and fraud ; but he says those of the interior are humane, obliging, 
and hospitAhle. Golberrt repeats the same praise, and rebukes the 
presumption of white men in despising "nations improperly called 
savage, among whom we find men of integrity, models of filial, con- 
jugal, and paternal affection, who know all the energies and refine- 
ments of virtue; among whom sentimental impressions are more deep 
because they observe, more than we, the dictates of nature, and knov* 
how to sacrmce personal interest to the ties of friendship." 
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THB LIGION OF LlBEBTt. 



HEEODOTUS. 

Of the fame of Egypt's wisdom all have heard — of the gigantic 
size of her eternal pyramids — the splendor of her twenty thousand 
cities — of Thebes) with her hundred gates and superb palaces and 
temples— of the isdoin of her laws and [>olicy — of her mighty coc 
queror Sesostris, wiio drew Kings at his chariot wheels and left 
raonurneiitai inscriptions of his prowess from Ethiopia to India ; all 
this is well known, but many will be startled to be told that Egypt— 
anciei»t, renowned, victorious Egypt, the mother of scis!>ce and arts, 
both ancient and modern, was inhabited by negroes ; that the Egyp- 
tians were in fact black, curly headed negroes ! Startle not, gentle 
reader, you shall have the best of testimony — that of an eye witness 
—no other than the father of history, HERODOTUS. 

" The priestesses of Dodona assert, says he, that two black pi- 
geons flew from Tht'be-s in Egypt, one of which t?ettled in Africa, 
the other among themselves, which latter resting on the branoli of 
a dead tree declared with a human voice, that here, by divine ap- 
point ment, was to be an oracle of love." Herodotus accounts (or 
this fable, by supposing that the fabled pigeons were two Egyptian 
priestesses carried away from Egypt as he had been told at another 
temple, by the Phenicians. " The name of doves was probably given 
them because, being strangers, the sound of their voices might to tha 
people of Dodona seem to resemble the tone of those birds, and the 
circumstances of their being black explains to us their Egyptian 
origin. Herod, 2 book. 

Again, in speaking of the Colchians, a people of Asia, he says, 

The Coltthians certainly appear to be of Egyptian origin." Having 
interrogated both nations on this point, the Egyptians were of opinion 
that the Colchians were descended of part of the troops of Sesostris, 
(their ancient conqueror and King.) To this I am also inclined, be- 
cause they are black znd have hair shcn-t and curling.*^ 

In remarking on the second quotation from Herodotus, Volney 
says, " It shows that the ancient Egyptians were real Negroes, of 
the same species with all the natives of Africa ; and though, as might 
be expected;, after mixing for so many ages with the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, tl>ey have lost the intensity of their first color, yet they still 
retain strong marks of their original conformation." — Journal and 
LuminaTU. 
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ALEXANDER HL EVERETT. 

Sir, we are sometimes told that all these efforts will be unavailing — 
that the African is a degraded member of the human family — tliut & 
man witli a dark skin and curled hair, is necessarily, as such, inea- 
able of improvement and civilization, and condemned by the vice of 
is physical conformation, to vegetate for e>'er in a state of hopeless 
barbarism. Mr. President, I reject, with contempt and indignalionj 
this miserable heresy. In replying to it, the friends of truth and hu- 
manity have not hitherto done justice to thti argument In order to 
prove that the blacks were capable of intellectual efforts, they have 
ainfully collected a few imperfect specimens! of what some of them 
ave done in this way, even in the degraded condition which they 
occujjy at present in Christendom. Sir, this is not the way to treat 
the subject Go back to an earlier period in ihe history of our race. 
See what the blacks were and what they die three thousand years 
ago, in the period of their greatness and glory, when they occupied 
the fore front in the march of civilization— wlien they constituted in 
fact the whole civilized world of their time. Ti"ace this very civiliza- 
tiou, of which we are so proud, to its origin, and t- <ie where you will 
find it We received it from our European ancestors : they had it 
from the Greeks and Romans, and the Jews. But, Sir, wnere did 
the Greeks and the Romans and the Jews get it ? They derived it 
from Ethiopia and Egypt, — in one word, from Africa Moses, we 
are told, was instructed in all thfc 'earning of the Egyptians. The 
founders of the principal Grecian cities, such as Athens, Thebes, and 
Delphi, came from Egypt, and for centuries afterwards, their descend- 
ants returned to that country, as the source and centre of civilization. 
There it was that the generous and stirring spirits of the time — Hero- 
dotus, Homer, Plato, Pythagoras, and the rest, made theii" noble voy- 
ages of intellectual ana moral discovery, as ours now make them m 
England, France, Germany, and Italy. Sir, the Egyptians were the 
masters of the Greeks and the Jews, a^^ i consequeiitly of all the 
modern nations in civilization, and they h^^d carried it very nearly as 
far — in some respects, perhaps, a good deal further than any subse- 
quent people. Tne ruins of the Egyptian temples iauph to scorn the 
architectural monuments of any other part of the world. They will 
be what they are now, the delight and aamiration of travellers from all 
quarters, when the grass is growing on the sites of St Peter's and 
St Paul's, — the present pride of Rome and London. 

Well, Sir, who were tne Egyptians ? They were Airtcans : — and 
of what race? — It is sometimes pretended, that though Africans, and 
of Ethiopian extraction, they were not black. But what says the 
father of history, who had travelled among them, and knew their 
appearance, as well as we know that of our neighbors in Canada ? 
Sir. Herodotus tells you that the Egyptians were blacks, with curled 
hair. Some writers nave undertaken to dispute his authority, but I 
cannot bring myself to believe that the father of history did not know 
black from white. It seems, therefore, that for this very civilization 
of which we are so proud, and which is the only ground of our present 
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claim of superiority, we are indebted to the ancestors of these very 
blacks, whom we are pleased to consider as naturally incapable of 
civilization. — Speeck at Masaachuseils Coloiiizatim Society, Feb. 7, 1833. 

ARCHBISHOP SHARP. 

That Africa, which is now more fruitful of monsters, than it was 
once for excellently wise and learned men, — that Africa, which formerly 
afforded us our Clemens, our Origen, our TerttUlian, Otir Cyjrrim, our 
^ugmtin, animuny other extraordinary lights in the Church of God,— 
that famous Africa, in whose soil, Christianity did thrive so prodigiousiy, 
and could boast <^ so many flourishing churches, — alas ! is now a wilder- 
ness. " The wild boars have broken into the vineyard, and ate it up, 
and it brings foifh nothing but briers and thorns," to use the words of 
the propkt. And who knows but God may suddenly make this 
church and nation, this our England, which, Jcshurun-hke, is waxed 
fat and grown proud, and has kicked against God, such another exmifdc 
of veng^mice of ihia ^nd,-r— Speech in House of Commons. 

A CITIZEN OP THE WORLD. 

The sum of five thoVisand pounds sterling, stands invested for the 
mutual benefit of two very excellent institutions in London — the 
Magdalen Asylum and the Foundling Hospital, It was bequeathed 
to them by one OMICHAND, a Hack merchant in Calcutta, who*left 
many equally liberal donations to otlier charitable institutions in all 
parts of the world. 

Akothek. — A poor ne^ro walking towards De[)tford, Ens, saw 
by the road side an old sailor of a different complexion, with but one 
arm and two wooden legs. The worthy African immediately took 
three halfpence and a farthing, his little all, from the side-pocket of his 
tattered trowsers, and forced Siem into the sailor's hand, while he wiped 
the tears from his eye with the comer of his blue patched jacket, and 
then v/alked away quite happy. — Sholto and Reuben Percy's Anecdotes, 

TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE. 

Citizen Consul,"— Your letterj of the 27th Bnimaire, has been 
transtihtted to me by Citizen Le Cierc, yorur brother-in-law, whom yon 
have appointod Captnin General of this island, a title not recognised 
by the Constitution of St. Domingo. The same messenger has restored 
two innocent children to the fond embraces of a doting father. What 
a noble instance of European humanity ! But, clear ax those pledges 
ere to me, and painful aa our separation is, I will owe no obligations to 
my enemies, and I therefore return them to the custody of their jai/c«* 

You ask met do ' t^esire consideraQon, hotioirsj and fortune? Most 
certainly I do, but net of thy giving. My consideration is placjd in 
the respect of my countrymen, my hcaiors in their attachment, my 
fortune in their disinterested fidelity. Has this mean idea of personal 
aggrandizement been held out in the hope that I would be induced 
tfiereby to betray the cause 1 have undertaken ? The power 1 possess 
has been aa legilimately acquired as your own, and nought but the 
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■•ecided voice of the people of St. Domingo shall compel me to rdiu* 
•^Tiish it. 

It is not cemented by blood, or maintained by the artifices of Euro* 
pean policy. " The ferocious men whose persecutions I put a stop to,** 
nave confessed my clemency, and I have pardoned the wretch whose 
dagger has been aimed at my life. If I have removed from this island 
certain turbulent spirits, who strove to feed the flames of civ 1 war* 
their guilt has been first established before a competent tribunal, and 
finally confessed by themselves. Is there one of them who can say 
that he has been condemned unheard or unlrietl ? And yet these mon« 
sters are to be brought back once more, and, aided by the bloodhounds 
of Cuba, are to be uncoupled and hallooed to hunt us down and devour 
us ; and this by men wno dare to call tbomselves Christians. — Letter 
to Sdnaparle, 1803. 

"He was bom a slave in St. Domingo, 1745. In his youth he wa« 
noted for his benevolence and tender feeling towards brutes, and liia 
stability of temper. By assiduity he learnt to read, write and cipher, 
this, and his regular and amiable deportment, gained the esteem of 
his master, whom he saved in the revolution of 179 K That he never 
broke his word was proverbial. His unhmited power he jsever abused. 
The French general, being unable to corrupt, abducted him to a 
dungeon in France, where he perished in 1803." — History of Hayti. 

Godwin, in hia admirable Lectures on Colonial Slavery, says : " Can 
the West India Islands, since their first discovery by Columbus, boast 
a single name which deserves comparison with that of Toussaint 
L'Ouverture ?" He thus spoken of hy Vincent in his Reflections on 
the State of St* Domuigo : " Toussaint L'Ouverture is the most active 
and indefatigable man, of whom it is possible to form an idea. He is 
always present wherever difficulty or danger makes his presence 
necessary. His great sobriety,-— the power of living without repose, — 
the facility with which he resumes the affairs of the cabinet, after the 
most tiresome excursions, — of answering daily a hundred letters, — 
and of habitually tiring five secretaries — renuer him so superior to 
all around him, that their respect and submission almost amount to 
fanaticism. It is certain no man in modern times has obtained such 
an influence over a mo.3S of ignorant people, as General Toussaint 
possesses over his bretliren of St Domingo. He is endowed with % 
prodigious memory. He is a good father and a good husband." 

Toussaint, Thou hast left behind 

Powers tHat will work for thee ; air, earth and Bkies ; 

There's noi % breathing of the common wir.d 

That will foffect thee ; thou hast great allies. 

Thy ■'fiends are exultations, agonies, 

And love, and man's unconquerable mintf. 

W0RDSW9RTU. 

PHILLIS WHEATLY. 

mora Amorica^ in mournful strain, 
Of wrongs and grievance unredressed complain | 
No longer shalt thou dread the iron chain 
Which wanton Tyranny, with lawless hand, 
Has made, and with it meant t' enslave the IvuL 

15* 
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HISTORICAL EVIDENCE. 



Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song, 
Wwjder from whence my love of Freedom sprung:, 
Whence flow these wishes for the common good, 
By feeling hearts alone beat understood, 
I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate 
Was snatched from Afric's fancied happy seat ; 
What pangs excrutiating must molest, 
What sorrows labor in my parent's breast ! 
Steeled was that soul, and by no misery moved, 
That from a father seized his babe beloved . 

CINQUEZ AND THE AMISTAD CAPTIVES. 

Thirty-eight fellow.men from Africa, after having been piratically 
kidnapped from their native land, transported across the seas, and 
subjected to atrocious cruelties, have been thrown upon our shores, 
and are now incarcerated in jail to await their trial for crimes al- 
leged by their oppressors to have been coniimitted by them. They are 
ignorant of our language, of the usages of civilized society, and the 
cmligations of i Christianity. Under these circumstances, ecveral 
friends of human rights have met to consult upon the case of these 
unfortunate men, and have appointed the undersigned a committee 
to employ interpreters and able ccuiisel, and take all the necessary 
means to secure the rights of the accused. It is intended to employ 
three legal gentlemen of distinguished abilities, and to incur othei 
needful expenses. 

Simeon S. Jocelvk, 
Joshua Leavitt, 
Lewis Tapfan, 

"The Africans had just arrived at Havana, probably under Amer - 
can colors. But whether they came under Amencan or Spanish 
colors, it was piracy to bring them there. It was in violation of the 
•laws both of this country and of Spain. Vioktion of law and the 
rights of the Africans was continued in another vessel, by their ille- 
gal imprisonment. Don Kuez became another jailor and received the 
robbed or stolen property, even by the Spanish laws, knowing it to 
be such, with an intention to work them for life. They rise for free* 
dom and for Africa : not for blood, nor for booty." 

Those blacks, when they left Havana, and were sailing on God^a 
broad, free ocean, where in « state involuntary durance and forced 
servitude ; while the elements and every thing around them were re- 
dolent of freedom, they alone weiiie prisoners and slaves. They were 
bound by no parole of honor, the^ had made no compact, and they 
were morally and by the laws of actiovl usually recognized by chris. 
tian natives, justified in setting themselves free. They were forcibly 
and wrongfully restrained of their Ubeity, and under such circumo 
stances, had a right to regain it even by the destruction of their en^ 
skvers. These blacks nobly resolved to achieve their freedom ; they 
gained it at the hazard of Uieir lives. They obtained it, and it is 
Uieirs ; and we have no right tc take it away from them. By the 
common opinion of patriots in all times and in all countries, those 
who make a generous and successful struggle to throw off the chain 
of slavery are noble and great, and entitidl to admiration ; and we 
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see not why Joseph Cinquez, who conceived and executed tlie design 
of liberating him.'?elf and fellow prisoners from their captivity, and 
who aroused and stimulated them to regam their liberty, and steer 
their bark for the shores of their native Africa, is not as much enti- 
tled to the appellation of a great, generous and patriotic man, as 
was William Tell, whose praises have been the theme of every pen 
and tongue. They both strove for the same noble end, for the same 
noble reason." 

On the fifth night, the captain being asleep on a malrass on deck, 
with his mulatto slave by his side, was attacked by this chief, with a 
sugar knife. The first blow did not inflict great injury, for after re- 
ceiving it, he called to Antonio, also his own slave, and a cabin boy, 
to get some bread and throw it among the negroes, hoping thereby to 
pacify them. He was overpowered and slain by Joseph. 

"About two days after the rising they had a heavy gale, which 
drifted them into the Bahama chanf .el. Here they boxed about again, 
but saw no vessels ; at last, being out of water, the negroes ordered 
Montez to make the nearest land, which proved to be the island ».»f 
St. Andrews. Here the negroes met no one. After this Montez 
steered for New-Providence, but the negroes were not disposed to 
land. By this time Joseph had learned to steer, and he took the 
helm in the day, leaving one of the white men to steer at night. 
Every night Joseph slept near the helm, and had two cf the most 
trusty negroes by his side watching, and ready to awake him on the 
least alarm. Joseph lived abstemiously during the whole trouble, and 
insisted on the most perfect obedience to his oidere. The only food 
eaten was portioned out by his hand, and not a box of the cargo 
opened but under his direction. He (".ivided the spoil, taking the 
smallest portion for himself. He was the master spirit onboard; 
ever}' thing felt his influence." 

The marshal conimitted Joseph Cinquez, the leader, and 38 others, 
as named in the indictnv, <»t, for ♦. ial before the circuit court at Hart- 
ford, holdcn on tb*! V*."^ Sept. 1&»>3. — JV. Y. Papers. 

Washington^ March 9, 1841t 
The captives are free ! The part of the decree of the district court, 
which placed them at the disposal of the President of the United 
States to be fsent to Africa is reversed. They are to be discharged 
from the custody of the marshal— free. The rest of the decision of 
the courts below, is affirmed. 
** Not unto us-— not unto us, fcc."— J, Q. ADAMS, 
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NATHANIEL SOUTHARD. 

The great work of abolishing slavery in New-York is finished. 
The legislature closed its session on Wednesday of last week, May 
26th, 1841. In the midst of the hurry at the close of the session, 
they found time to wipe off the last stain of slavery from our statute- 
books. The law, as it was before, made southern despolisni a travel. 
liri|^ institution, and not " peculiar" to those states in which one-haif 
the inhabitants are made free plunder for those who are " nursed, 
educated, and daily exercised in tyranny." l*he home citizen of New- 
York was not permitted to force his neighbor to work without wages, 
to turn woman into a beast of burden, and rear her tender infants for 
the flesh-market. But let the New-Yorkef buy a Georgia plantation, 
and suck wealth from the blood of plundered laborers, he could poI- 
lute our soil, insult our citiiens, and disgrace our state, by openly 
scourging his human-cattle in our «<treets, and our laws would pro« 
tect him in it, provide<l he lived part of the year in a slave state. 

While we rejoice at this triumph of truth and humanity, let us re. 
new our efforts to scatter light, in the joyful hope that the darkness 
of slavery will flee before it, and the sun, as it shines across our 
broad country, from ocean to ocean, shall cease to look on a slave. 

More Slavks Fighting jor Liberty. 

The public mind is again excited by a case somewhat like that of 
the Amistad. The slaves are free, but not on Ameriean soil. This 
republic was the house of their bondage, and they were victims of 
the American slave trade, which a distinguished Virginian law-raa- 
kcr, once declared was worse than the foreign. 

On the 27th of October, the brig Creole, of Richmond, lefl Vir- 
ginia, with 135 slaves for New York. They had been out 11 days, 
when thev made a desperate effort to gain their freedom, their leadot 
was a slave named WASHINGTON MADISON. They first shot 
the mate, about 9 o'clock, at night. He alarmed the captain, who 
had " turned in." Both escaped up the rigging, and concealed them, 
selves at the main-top. Mr. Hewell, the man who dared to claim 
these men as property, was on board. He shot one of them dead, 
and fought afterwards like a tiger," as the New-Orleans Picayune 
expresses it, till he was himself killed. The mate was discovered the 
next day in his hiding place, and compelled to navigate the vessel to 
the British island of New-Providence, where one or two cargoes of 
slaves have been previously liberated. Nineteen of them, who had 
taken part in the rebellion, were confined as criminals, hut the go- 
vernor would not send them to America at pBesent. The rest were 
set free, and most of them went directly to Jamaica. May the Lord 
make their liberty, thus violently taken, a blessing to them. 

Truly, all friends of the slave-holders, shoald labor to overthrow 
the horrid system which hurrid Mr. Hewell to such a terrible death. 
This case will excite much wrath towards Great Britain, but we 
think it wil^. not lead to wai 

Youth*8 Cabinet. 
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WJLLIAM EUSTIS. 

The colored so'diers in Rhode Island formed an entire regiment, 
and they discharged their duly with z«;al and lidelity. The gallant 
defence of Red Bank, in which the Black Regiment l)orc: a part^ id 
among the proofs of their valor. Among the trait« w|jich dialin- 
guished this regiment was thei) devotion to their onicciT. >Vben ihcir 
brave Cole Green was afbrwads cut down and mortally woundc«!, 
the sabres of the enemy only reached him through the bodies of his 
faithful guard of blacks, whom he was not ashamed to call hi* ciiil- 
dren. They hovered over him to protect him — every ojir .^i; 6^^"* 
was killed. The venerable Dr. Harris, of New-Hampshire, jidds; 
there was, a regiment of blacks in the same situation — a regirat^nt of 
negroes fighting for our liberty and independence — not a while man 
among thetn but the officers — in the most dangerous and re«n.*;i»il>5o 
position. Had they been unfaithful, or given way before the ciieuiy, 
all would have been lost. Thiee times in succession were they aJU 
tacked with most desperate fury by well disciplined and veteran tr60|>s, 
and three times did they su<;cessfully repel the assault, and thus pre. 
serve an army. They tbught tlms through the war. They were brave 
and hardy troops. 



JOHN T. NORTON. 

There are not ra»,ny colored people in England, but I s^^e or 
more every day. And where do you think I see them ? first 
that I saw was a mulatto woman walking arm in arm with ^ gentle* 
man in Hyde Park. The next was &n African man, entirely at home 
in an omnibus filled with white gentlemen and ladies. The next 
was an elegantly dressed and heu ^tiful young lady, sitting by the side 
of a white lady, on terms of perfect equality, in cne < / the most 
splendid coaches ia Hyde Park, with liveried servants. Yesterday, 
whilst riding in an omnibus in Regcnt-street, a colored young woman 
beckoned to the driver, and he stopped and opened the door at once. 
She did not. get in, as she found it was not going where she wished 
to go. This afternoon I attended the church in Blackfriars, former, 
ly Rowland Hill'Sc The largest and most respectable and solemn au< 
dience was present that I ever witnessed — the sexton told me four 
thousand. On looking around, I saw a head and face that marked 
the purest African descent. VV as he perched up in a comer ? No: 
he was in a pew, near the middle of the church. On my walk home, 
I saw a black man with an elegantly dressed white iady leaning on 
his arm, and immediately following them, a white and bfack gentku 
man arm in arm. I followed them a little, and «oonv on coming to 
another street, the lady shook hands cordially with the two black 
gentlemen,' (for they had every appearance ot such,) and they both 
put their arms into the white gentleman's and walked on. What I 
noticed most pailicularly in all these cases was, that not the least aU 
tention was attracted. I could not perceive that an individual besidec 
myself, knew that there was any difference in the colors. So it oiigh* 
to be. The character, the character alone, should be ihti test, 
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We are bold to affirta that the christian, the patriot, and the gen 
ticnian will esteem others according to their moral worth. If so- 
briety, industry and prudence characteriKes their conduct, it follows 
as a necessary consequence, that they will be respected by men '/-ji' 
sesfiing like rirtucs. 

I cannot tiierefore believe, that our cause is altogether po hopeless 
in this country, as is pretended, nor wiil I yet despair of our ulti- 
mate success, in obtaining the object of our desire, an equal stand- 
ing with the ;'s8t of community. And with an eye to this mark, as 
long as the vital fluid courses through the channels, that nature's 
<^od has provided, and I have a voice that can be heard, feeble as 
that voice may be, it shall be rais«d to encourage every descendant 
of Africa, to press his way through every obstacle, until this object 
is obtained, and he finds his standing firmly ost^.Mished upon this 
hallowed ground. The time has been, when llici dj^at of a Quaker 
or a Baptist, was more obnoxious to a New-Englik.nd FurL^n, than 
a black face is now to a Southern Nabob, and yet they have out- 
lived the storm and now are quite as respectable as their neighbofti. 

Permit me to urge upon your attention, by every consideration that 
is connected with the present and eternal welfare of your offspring, 
the importance of their education. I do not mean to insist on their be. 
ing instructed in the higher branches of classical literatuie, excepi 
in certain cases, where a child manifests a genius and taste for science, 
but I mean in its elementary branches — I mean that education, 
which sIipU enable your children to transact with accuracy, the com- 
mon business of iiftf ; and of such importance do I view this subject, 
that had I children, and i^bund it necessary, I would rise before the 
dawn of the morning, and the midnight watches should find my 
hands employed ; I would eat but a scanty allowance of bread and 
water, and wear the coarsest attire, rather than fail of accomplish, 
ing so desirable an object; I would break through every obstacle, and 
place my children ks soon as they were capable •f recaeiving instruc- 
tion, at some hallowed fountain, from which issues fopth the streams 
of useful learning. 

The law of custom has hitherto confined us to a narrow sphere of 
action; and many even now seem unwilling that we should arise 
above it, but aa long as the agricultural and mechanical branches of 
business are within our reach, why should we not. avail ourselves of 
their benefits. No branches of business are more respectable; and 
no class of citir^ens a^e more useful and independent, we would there- 
fore urge on you the importaace of placing your sons, at a proper 
age, in a situation where they majr obtain a knowledge of some one 
ot the various branoluis of meehanical art ; or with the agriculturist 
to learn to till the earth, and gather its precious fruits ; a^ let your 
daughters learn to use the needle, and to lay their hands to the S(-^in. 
die, and their hands hold of the distaff, to make fine linen for their 
covering, and girdles for iiie merchant. — Address on the Abolition of 
Slavery in Neu3.York. 
Mr. Paul was of respectable parentage so far as exemplary con 
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duct and moral worth may be said to constitute genuine rrapecta- 
balily. His father partook of the hardships of the revolution of '76, 
but not v->f all the blessings of liberty secured to lus white country- 
men. Ho came to Albany in 18SiO, and to the latest period of his 
mortal existejice, he never lost sight of the interests of the colored 
people. He promoted their moral and religious instruction, inculcated 
habits of industry, order, and sobriety, and taught them to respect 
themw-'lves. He travelled not less than five thousaJid miles in collect, 
ing funds to pay olF the debt incurred by the erection of the Hamil- 
ton street (Baptist) Church, in which he oiBciated as paster. 

Many of the free colored people of Ohio, who were in 1829, cx* 
pellcd by the cruel and oppressive Jaws of that state, had effected a 
promising ^tlsfscnt in Upper Canada. Mr. Paul repaired to this 
new colony, to aid in the early establijihment of moral and religious 
institutions. Sir John Colbum strongly urged him to visit England, 
and make known the situation of his people, and secure the interest 
of the home government on their behalf. This misssion to England 
promised favorably ; the society of friends at Bristol, agreed at once 
to. raise one thousand pounds, for the benefit of the Wilberforce 
colony^ but news arriving that the settlers were in a disorderly state, 
the subscription was discontinued. Though he experienced a pecu- 
niary loss by this mission, philanthropy gained. During his sojourn 
in England, he assiduously opposed the enormous pretensions of the 
American colonization society, until the arrival of Mr. Garrison, by 
whom the triumph was consummated, and the monster colonization 
: (prostrated in G. Britain. In 1832, Mr. Paul was summoned to give 
evidence on the subject of slavery, before a select committee of the 
House of Commons ; liis evidence was regarded by that honorable 
body as highly satisfactory and important, and contributed to the abo- 
lition of West India slavery.— i/j/c, by Mrs. Anne Paul. 



CHARLES LENOX REMOND. 

What does the American Union mean ? Nothing more than this, 
that the twenly.six states of America are joined together in govern 
ment and civil rights. The union is but a parchment document, and 
as there is no hill so lofly that it may not be sumtounted, no space 
of ocean so boundl^s ^hat it may not be traversed, there is nothing 
more possible than thi ' the union might be dissolved. But is it pro. 
bable ? Suppose that the union were dissolved to-morrow, by whkt 
power or agency, let me ask, would it be possible for the holders to 
retain their slaves greater in number thi»n themselves ? [Loud cries 
of ' hear, hear.'] To whom should the slave-holders look for sympa- 
thy, co-operation, and supjyort, in their endeavors to keep these 
wretches in bondage ? Will they look to the free states ? Certainly 
not, for the very deed of dissolution precludes the possibility of that. 
Will they look to Mexico ? No; for the Mexicans regard them with 
an i.ye of the rankest jealousy. Will they look to Canada t The 
thought is absurd. Will they look to the West Indies ? What • ask 
men who arc themselves but just liberated to aid in forging chains for 
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Other wretches ! Who will believe it ? Spain is the only land to 
which they can turn their eyes ; but Spain has her own foes to trou. 
ble her, and the demon of slavery lurks within her own confines. 
Where, then, will they look for sympathy, and whither will they fly 
for aid? (Hear.) The moment when the American union is dis. 
fiolved, that instant the power of the slave-holder is prostrated in the 
dust. Hopeless, helpless, friendlesa^ they become an isolated class 
of beings, having nothing to depend on but their own strength, and 
that is weakness indeed. Then will rouse the crushed worm, turning 
on its torturer, and, in the fierce indignation of outraged n)en, the 
slaves will demand the right of measuring arms with their masters. 
[Immense cheering.] 

nl do not think I shall myself live to see that day, but that such 
would be the effect of a dissolution oFthe American union 1 feel con- 
fidently assured, (hear.) Where is the man, who, if asked to become 
a slave, would not hurl back the toffer indignantly in the teeth of the 
oppressor ? Nay, where is the woman-— where the child ? The 
slaves of the United States are men, women, and children ; and that 
they are as worthy this appellation, nay, worthier, perhaps, than the 
denizens of more favored lands, is amply testified by their patient and 
enduring conduct under contumely and outrage, for tltey, like your, 
selves, have preferred I'ather to suffer wrong, than to do wrong. — 
Speech at Dublin. 



SAMUEL E. CORNISH, 

AND 

THEODORE S. WRIGHT. 

The Colonization society was scarcely knov/ii to have bocn or. 
ganized, before its object was protested against, in a public meeting 
of the free colored people of Richmond, Va. Not long after, (in 
August, 1817,) the largest meeting ever yet held of the colored peo- 
ple of the free states — the number being computed at, 3000 — came 
together in Philadelphia, to consider the colonization scheme. Mr. 
James Forten, a man distinguished not only for his wealth and suc- 
cessful industry, but for his sufferings in the revolutionary war, pre- 
sided at its deliberations. Afler ample time allowed for duly consi. 
dering eVery benefit which colonization held out to the colored people, 
there was not a single voice in that vast assenibly which was not 
raised for its decisive, thorough condemnation. 
' Meetings of a similar kind were h«ld in Washington city, in Bal- 
timore, New- York, Providence, Boston,— indeed, in all the ciries, 
&nd in most of the large towns, throughout the free states. The ab. 
horrence which was generally expressed of the Whole scheme proved, 
that those to whose acceptance it was offered regarded it but as little 
more merciful than death. Frbni the earliest period of those public 
meetings up to this time, we fearleraty assert, that no credible testi- 
mony can be adduced, showing, that there has bot^i any abatement 
in the repugnance of the colored people to colonization. In January, 
1839, a large public meeting was held in this city, at which the foi- 
bwing expression of sentiment ^ivas unanimously given : 
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" Whereas, wo, the people of color, citizens of Nc.v.York, feel 
and know that the American • Colonization society' is the source 
whence- proceed most of the various proscriptions and oppressions un- 
del- which we groan and suifer ; — and believing, that the moat eflicicnt 
remedy we can apply, is, to reiterate the sentiments which we have, at 
all tiinesand pi aces, heretofore entertained and expressed — ^^thereby show- 
ing, that our present opposition is not of late origin, but of as long stand- 
ing as the existence of the scheme itself; and believing also, that 
when our opinions are known, the blighting influences of that un- 
hallowed offspring of slavery cannot so emccessfully be exercised 
against us : — we therefore, in solemn meeting assembled, do delibe. 
rately and unanimously enter our protest against the whole scheme." 

The colonization scheme was set on foot, and is yet maintained by 
slave-holders, with the view, as they have not been backward lo de- 
clare, of perpetuating their system of t^Iavery, undisturbed. From 
the first, no verj high expectations seem to have been entertained, 
that an enterprise, so unnecessary, so unnatural, so condemned by 
the mast elemental truths of political economy, so profitless, so peril, 
ous, bearing about it so little of hope, so much of despair, would 
coBimend itself strongly to that class of the community to which it 
purporied solely to be addressed. But little reliance appears to have 
been placed on obtaining their voluntary consent to exchange for the 
fens and morasses of* barbarous and heathen Africa, tfiis, the country 
of their fathers for generations, and of their own nativity — where 
land wks abuiidant and cheap — where labor was in demand and its 
rewards sure — where education could be obtained, albeit, for the 
most part, with difiiculty — where the common ordinances of religion, 
as well as its higher institutions were established—where every in- 
terciit had the promise of advancement — and where, notwithstanding 
they were called to suffer many ills brought on tiiem by others, they 
might yet live in hope, that the dark cloud of slavery which had so 
long obscured the free principles asserted by our governments, would 
one day pass away and permit these principles to shine in all their 
warmth and effulgence, if not on themselves, on noveiy distant 
generation of their descendants. 

Whatever individual exceptions there may exist among slave-holders 
on the score of goodness and gentleness, yet as an embodied interest, 
they know no retiring ebb when mo>ving upon objects connected with 
» their atrocious system. The political history of the country, from 
the time when South Carolina and Georgia refused to enter the union, 
unless the traffic in human fiesh should be secured to them for twenty 
years, proves this. Their struggle and their triumph on the Missouri 
question proves thiR. Their fierce onset— guilefully laid aside, not 
abandoned — to add Texas to our terri iory, with the audaciously 
avowed purpose of strengthening and ptvpetuating the slave-system, 
proves this. 

Prejudice ! What is it ? Lexicographers tells us, it is a decision 
of the mind formed without due examination of the facts or argu- 
ments which are necessary to a just and impartial determination. 
And prejudice against color I What does this mean ? You who are 
sensible — learned men. Pray, instruct us in this mystery of slave. 

16 
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holding philosophy — scarcelj' spoken of in Britain, wholly unkn( ivn 
and unfelt among the learned, the wise, the ycfined o*" Fi ance and 
the other nations of Europe. Can prejiidice exist against that which 
has in it nothing of the moral or the intellectual ? Is it a down right 
absurdity to say of men, that thoy are prejudiced agamst sound or 
sight — against the earth, or the sea, or the air, or light ? And is it 
a less one to say, that they are prejudiced against color ? 

But an existing state of things does not imply, that it is to be per- 
manent, much less perpetual. Not very long ago, throughout Eu. 
rope, there was a strong prejudice existing against the Jews. In 
many respects, they were as e^il-entreated as we e. They were 
not unfrequently banished from the countries in which they were born 
and brought up. Their persecutors had all the advantage of the ar- 
gument based on '* existing" prejudice : and it is no means unlikely, 
that the most religious of thum may have advanced jt, out of pure 
compassion to these unhappy people, and in order to reconcile to their 
own consciences what, without some pretext of good, wwild have 
appeared an act of injustice and cruelty. But this prejudice against 
the Jews shows no signs of perpetuating itself. It is rapidly giving 
way before the influence of a religious and philosophical age ; the 
Jews are fast acquiring civil privileges ; are aspiring to a higher tone 
of character and morals, and beginning to be esteemed, as other men 
are, according to their merits. J^ut in what' light are their persecu- 
tors viewed ? Eiiher as exceec'ngly wicked or foolish, and often 
both. 

Besides, where are the proofs of warm reganl for our happiness on 
the part of colonizationists ? Have they aided and encouraged us in 
the education of our children ? No ! They say we ought not to be 
encouraged to this, because it would induce us to remain here. Have 
they sought to secure to us those political and civil privileges and 
riglUs, without which, in their own case, they would look on them- 
selves as grievously oppressed ? No I They say our present disa. 
bilities " ought to be maintained in all their rigpr.** Have they pe- 
riled for us their lives, or their persons, or their reputations, or their 
propei-ty ? If so, say when, — where. Have they proteeted and con>- 
forted us when assailed by the most brutal persecutions ? Tell us the 
occastens ; we can recall none such. Have they once rebuked the 
slave-holder, our envenomed enemy, for his pitiless oppression of our 
brethren 7 No! But they have made of him an ally in the work of • 
benevolence projected for us, — and to show hira with what entire good 
faith they intend to perform their part of the covenant, they have 
united with him in proclaiming to the world, that wo are "of all 
descriptions of our population Uie most corrupt; depntred asd sbsxs* 
doaedJ'—-Colonizaiion considered. 
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^A.MES FORTEN. 

Our venerable and beloved James Forten died on Ihe 4th March, 
1842. The vast concourse of people, of all classes and comf/lexionSj 
numbering from thfee to five thousand, that followed his remains to 
the grave, bore testimony to the estimation in which he was univer- 
sally held. Our wealthiest and most influential citizens joined in the 
procession ; and coraplexiona! distinctions and prejudices seemed, for 
the lime, to be forgotten, in the desire to pay the last tribute of re- 
spect to the memory of departed worth. The minister, Mr. Doug- 
lass, a well-educated m. n of color, dwelt very appropriately upon 
the solemn occasion of their assembly. 

In estimating some of the most striking features of his character, 
his wide-reaching benevolence was first mentioned. Every effort to 
meliorate man's condition, found in James Forten a warm supporter. 
If he felt a deeper interest in the anti-slavery and temperance efforts, 
tlian in others, it was because they Involved the interests and desti- 
nies of our unoffending, but persecuted class, with which he waa 
particularly identified. His opposition to slavery, and zeal in the 
cause of human liberty, never tired or diminished. He felt it to be 
& duty and a pleasure to give his warm and liberal support to that 
band of seif-sacriScing men, that had organized to labor for the re- 
demption ojc his brethren in bonds. Just before speech failed him, h© 
desired his love to be given to Mr. Garrison, and all his abolition 
friends. He sustained the temperance reform, not only for the vast 
good it was accomplishing to all, but because it promised to lifl up 
many of his own brethren from their degradation, aad take out of 
the moutns of the enemies of liberty their objections to the colored 
man's freedom.— J. MILLER McKIM. 

JACOB OSON. 

I would have those propagators to suppose themselves in foreign 
lands, of strange tongues, without tL record of their forefathers, stolen 
away w^hen young and never knew even their father. Put to hard 
labor with scanty meals and a driver over them with his lash, and 
nothing for their labor, and taught th^c they were nothing, nor ever 
could be any thing but vagabond slaves, and kept in this state from 
generation to generation. How would they appear in four hundred 
years? — perhaps as tarnished as we are, perhaps their ci-aniums 
might somewhat be resembling the ape. But be that as it may, they 
would be as rough as marble before it came to the polishers' hands. 
Now what can such arguers think ? Would they not say if they 
were oppressed and made tributary that all men were created equal 
and by their Creator were endowed with certain unalienable rights, 
life and liberty; would they not say that God made cf one blo^ all 
nations to dwell on the earth, and thpt he was no respecter of persons? 
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THE FIRST SCENE IN BRITISH EMANCIPATION. 

Granville Sharpe rescuing a young African, claimed as a slave, 
from his tyrant, in presence of the Mayor of Loridon. Sharpe pur- 
sued his humane course, and his elaborate researches produced the 
work entitled, The injustice and dangerous tendency of tolerating 
Blavery," and procured the grand and glorious decision from the 
British courts of justice published in 1769, in the face of all Europe 
and the world, " That every slave was free as soon as he had set foot 
upon British ground." This Herculean achievement laid the corner 
etone of the hallowed temple of African liberty [since extended to all 
British Territories.] David Simpson. 
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THE LAST SCENE IN BRITISH EMANCIPATION. 

"Afier the 1st, Aucr. 1834, slavf^hy shall be aud is hereby nfterly 
and forever abolished and declared unlawful throujyhout the'BiUTisii 
colonies, plant aliens, and possessions abroad-" Act, Zdand Ath, WiL 
Ham IV. 

Tliis noble Act was trammelled with an apprenticeship (to slavery 
to prepare its victims for freedom !) Antigua and Bermuda, declined 
the proffered continuation, with, of courseT the happiest results. The * 
Legislatures of Jamaica, Barbadoea, St. Vincent, St. Kitts, and the 
West Indies generally, have done likewise and on Aug. 1, 1838, three, 
fourths of a million of human beings were, by law, restored to IheLf 
birth-right bv Nature. 

16* 
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The Sun of Righteousness shall arise, with healing under his wings. 

JAMES A. THOME. 
JOSEPH H. KIMBALL. 

Emancipation in the British West nroreso 

The event of emancipation passed peaceably. The first of August, 
1834, is universally regarded in Antigua, as having presented a 
most imposing and f^iibliine moral spectacle. It is almost impossible 
to be in the company of a mitaionary, a planter, or an emancipated 
negro, for ten minutes, without hearing some allusion to that oc- 
casion. 

In every quarter we were assured that the day was like a Sabbath. 
Work had ceased, the hum of business wat> still, and noise and tu- 
mult were unheard on the streets. Tranquillity pervaded the towns 
and country. A Sabbath indeed I when the wicked cease from trou- 
bling, and the weary were at rest, and the slave was free from hia 
master ! The planters informed us that they went to the chapels 
where their jown people were assembled, greeted them, siook hands 
with them, and exchanged the most hearty good \vishes. 

There has been since emancipation, not only no rebellion in fact, 
but no fear of it in Antigua. The militia were not called out during 
Christinas holidays. Before emancip'atioii', martial law invariably 
prevailed on the holidays, but the very first Christmas after emanci- 
pation, the Governor made a proclamation stating that in consequence 
of the abolition of slavery, it was no longer necessary to resort to 
such a precaution. "There has not been a parade of soldiery on any 
subsequent Christmas. 

Emancipation is regarded by all classes as a great blessing to the 
island. There is not a class, or party, or sect, who do not esteeia 
the abolition of slavery as a special blessing to them. The rich, be 
cause it relieved ihem of " property" which was fast becoming a dig* 
grace, as it had always b^en a vexation and a tax, and because it 
has emancipated them from the terrors of insurrection, which kept 
them all their life time subject to bondage. The poor whites — ^be 
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cause it lifted from off them the yoke of civil oppression. The free 
colored population — because it gave the death blovy to the prejudice 
that crushed them, and opened the prospect of social, civil, and po- 
litical equality with the whites. The slaves— because it broke opeu 
iheii- dungeon, led them out to liberty, and gave them, in one muni- 
ficent donation, their wives, their children, their bodies, their souls 
— every thing ! 

The negroes work more cheerfully, and do their work better than 
they did during slavery. Wages are found to be an ample sjibsti. 
tute for the lash—they never fail to secure the amount of labor de- 
sired. This is particularly true where task work is tried, which ia 
done occasionally in case's of a pressing nature, when considerable 
effort is required. 

The governor said, " The negroes are as a race remarkable for 
docility ; thcr are very easily controlled by kind influence. It Ir only 
necessary to gain tlieir confidence, and you can sway them as you 
, please,'^ 

Let it be remembered that the ^negroes of Antigua passed, «« by a 
single jump, from absolute slavery to unqualified freedom." In proof 
of their subordination to lav/, wc give the testimony of planters, and 
quote also from the police reports sent in monthly to the Governor. 

"I have found that the negroes are readily controlled by law; 
more so perhaps than the laboring classes in other countries." — Da. 
vid Granstoun, Esq. 

«' The conduct of the negro population generally, has surpassed 
nil expectation. They are as pliant to the hand of legislation, as any 
people; perhaps more so than some." — Wesleyan Missionary. 

" Before emancipation took place, there was the bitterest opposi. 
tion to it ainong the planters. But after freedom came, they were 
^ delighted with the change. I felt strong opposition myself, being 
accordingly unwilling to give up my power of command. But I 
shall never forget how ditferently I felt when freedom took place. £ 
arose from my bed on the first of August, exclaiming with joy, ♦ I 
am free, I am free ; I was the greatest slave on the estate, but now 
I am free.' "—Mr. J. Howell. 

Baruadoes. — "The state of crime is not so bad by any means as 
we might have expected among the negroes—just rdeased from such 
a degrading bondage. Considering the state of ignorance in which 
they have been kept, and the immoral examples set them by the 
lower class of whites, it is matter of astonishment that they should 
behave so well. 

*' The appu'entices would have a great respect for law, were it not 
for the erroneous proceedings of the managers, overseers, &c. in 
taking them before the magistrates for erery petty offence, and often 
abusing the magistrate in the presence of the apprentices, when his 
decision does not please them. 

«' Not the slightest sense of insecurity. As a proof of this, pro- 
perty has. since the commencement of the apprenticeship, increased 
in value considerably — at least one third. 

«' The most prejudiced planters would not return to the old system 
if they possibly could. They admit that they got more work from 
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the laborers now than they formecly tlid, and they are relieved from 
a great responsibihly." — Joseph i umilton. 

According to the declaration of one of the special magistrates, 
«' Barbadoc.'i hlis long been distinguished for its devotion to slavery." 
There is probably no poriion of the globe where slave-holding, slave- 
driving, and slave-labor, have been reduced to a more perfect sys- 
tem. The records of slavery in Barbadoes are stained with bloody 
atrocities. The planters uniformly spoke of slavery as a systccn of 
cruelties. 

The slaves were not ynfrequently worked in the streets of Bridge, 
town with chains on the wrists and ankles. Flogging on the estates 
ind in the town, were no less public tban frequent, and there was an 
utter shamclessncss often in the manner of its infliction. Even women 
were stripped naked on the sides of the streets, and their backs lace- 
rated with the whip. It was d common practice, when a slave of. 
fended a white man, for the master to send for a public whipper, 
and order him to take the slave before the door of the person offend- 
ed, and flog him till the latter was satisfied. White females would 
order their male slaves to be stripped naked in their prcjence and 
and flogged, while they would look on to see that their orders were 
faithfully executed, mentioned an instance which he 

himself witnessed near Bridgetown. He had seen an aged female 
slave, stripped and whipped by her own son, a child of twelve, at 
the command of the mistress. 

Hostility to emancipation prevailed in Barbadoes. That island has 
always been peculiarly attached to slavery. From the beginning of 
the anti-slavery agitations in England, the Barbadians distinguished 
themselves by their inveterate opposition. As the grand result ap- 
proximated they increased their resistance. They appealed, renjon- 
Btrated, begged, threatened, deprecated, and imprecated. They -ron' 
tinually protested that abolition would ruin the colony—that the ne- 
groes could never be brought to work — especially to raise sugar — 
without the whip. They both besought and deniftnded of the Eng» 
lish that they should cease their interference with their private affairs 
and personal property. 

From statements "already made, the reader will see how great a 
change has come over the feelings of the planters. If he has fol- 
lowed us, he has seen tranquillity taking the place of insurrections, 
a sense of security succeeding to gloomy forebodings, and public or- 
der supplanting mob law ; he has seen subordination to authority, 
peacefulness, industry, and increasing morality, characterizing the 
negro population ; he has seen property rising in value, crime les- 
sening, expenses of labor diminishing, the whole island blooming 
with unexanjpled cultivation, and waving with crops unprecedented 
in the memory of its inhabitants ; above all* he has seen licentious- 
ness decreasing, prejudice fading away, marriage extending, educa. 
tion spreading, and religion preparing to multiply her churches and 
missionaries over jthe land. 

These are the blessings of abolition — ^begun only, and but pa.rtial. 
Ij realized as yet, but promising a rich maturity in time to come, 
ftfter the work of freedom shall have been completed. 
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We were introduced to the Solicitor-General, William Henry 
Anderson, Esq. of Kingston. Mr. A. is a Scotchman, and has re- 
Bided in Jamaica for more than six years. We found him the fear- 
less advocate of negro emancipation. He exposed the corruptions 
and abominations of the apprenticeship without reserve. He says ; 

A. very material change for the better has taken place in the sen- 
tisnents of the community since slavei-y was abolished. "Religion and 
education were formerly oppot^^edas subversive of the security of proper- 
ty ; now ihey are in the most direct manner encouraged as its best sup. 
port. The value of all kinds of property has risen considerably, and 
a general sense of security appears to be rapidly pervading the pub- 
lic mind. I have" not heard one man assert that it would be an ad- 
vantage to return to slavery, even were it practicable ; and I believe 
that the public is beginning to see that slave-labor is not the cheapest. 

"The prejudices against color are rapidly vanishing. I do not 
think there is a respectable man, I mean one who would be regarded 
as respectable on account of his good sense and weight of character, 
who would impugn another's conduct for associating with persons of 
color. So far as my observation goes, those who would formerly 
have acted on these prejudices, will be ashamed to own that they had 
entertained them. The distinction of superior acquirements still be. 
longs to the whites, as a body ; but that, and character, will shortly 
be the only distinguishing mark recognized among us. 

" I. think the negroes might have been emancipated as safely in 
1834, as in 1840 ; and had the emancipation then taken place, they 
would be found much further in advance in 1840, than they can 
after the expiration of the present period of apprenticeship, through 
which all, both apprentices and masters, are laboring heavily." 

Trade is now equalizing itself among all classes. A f?pirit of com. 
petition is awakened, banks have been established, steam navigation 
introduced, rail-roads projected, old highways lepaired, and new 
ones opened. The descendants of the slaves are rapidly supplying 
the places which were forrrierly filled by whites from abroad. 

W»i had some conversation with several apprentices, who called on 
Mr. Bourne for advice and aid. They all thought the apprenticeship 
very hard, but still, on tiie whole, liked it better than slavery. They 
«' were killed too bad," — that was their expression — durir\g slavery- 
were worked hard and terribly flogged. They were up ever so early 
and late^ — went out in the mountains to work, when so cold busha 
would have to cover himself up on the ground. Had little time to 
eat, or go to meeting, 'Twas all slash, slash i Now they couldn't 
be flogged^ unless the magistrate said so. Still the busha was very 
hard to them, and many of the apprentices run away to the woods, 
they are bo badly used. 

The actual w^orking of the apprenticeship in Jamaica, was the 
specific object of our investigations in that island. That it had not 
operated so happily as in Barbadoes, and in most of the other cole 
nies, was admitted by all parties. As to the degree of its failure, we 
were satisfied it was not so great as had been represented. There 
has been nothing of an insurrectionary character since the abolition 
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JOHN JAY. 

We scpk in vain in the page of histoiy for the results of honesty, 
justice ar d kindness, as exemplified in the dealings of nation towards 
nation ; or in the conduct of the mighty and powerful towards the 
defenceless and the weak. It was reserved for England to furnish 
this missing chapter in the history of the wosld — ^this unlimned pic- 
ture in the Gallery of Time. 

Thus will Truth and Justice finally triumph over falsehood ana 
oppression. Their high influence, viewless as the winds, and intan 
gible as the magnet's sympathy, wafted from heart to heart, with all 
the powers of Nature for allies, gathers strength with each setting 
sun ; and the oppressors who, trembling with the presentiment of 
defeat, attempt to slay the progress of Liberty by fierce resolves, and 
penal laws, and brutal force, exhibit wisdom akin to that of Xerxes, 
when he would bind the Hellespont with fetters, and punish it with 
scourges. 



ORVILLE L. HOLLEY. 

A black empire is destined to spread over the Caribbean sea, and 
shelter, under the banner of its power, the long-bound descendanta 
of Africa ! Well — let it spread ! If there be any truth in the origi- 
nal excuse for bringing negrws to the tropical regions of America, 
that white men could not cultivate their soil, and live, it will be a 
fortunate event for agriculture, commerce and humanity ; for if the 
islands yield their products so abundantly to the labor of chained 
slaves, how much more largely will they repay the cultivation of 
freemen ! ' 

Let it spread — for if the horrible slave-trade is ever to be actually 
abolished, it must be preceded by cutting off the ownership of Eu 
rope in every territory where white hands cannot, or will not labor. 
Let it spread — for if old Africa is ever to be civilized— if her parched 
solitudes are ever to be refreshed by the streams of knowledge, and 
smile with the green and bloomy growth of intellectual and moral 
culture^ — if ever Ethiopia is to «♦ stretch forth her hands to God," and 
the Sun of Righteousness wheel his bright chariot over the idle realms 
of that benighted continent, it must all be done through the instru- 
mentality of her American offspring. And it sbali be. done. The 
warm.hearted men, whom their brethren sold into bondage, are des. 
lined yet to supply those brethren with the best of food, from the full 
granaries of their ppwer, and wealth, and knowledge : the silver cup 
too shall be sent along, in which to pledge the wine of reconciliation 
and joy, for tlie famine shall be removed from tho land of their fathers. 



Anonymous gift of $2,000, August 1, 1838. 

««One who abhors the sham republicanism of a republic which 
holds nearly three millions of men, women, and children in slavery 
—who loathes from the lowest depths of his soul the timeserving', 
pusillanimous and spurious Christianity of churches which refuse to 
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• cry aloud* or even to cry at all against the system wliich prohiCiLS 
marriage and the reading of the Bible, and authorizes the traffickirg 
in immortal god-like men, as if they were beasts — and who greatly 
adrnii'es the unflinching courage and christian integrity, and genuine 
republicanism of the American Anti-Slavery Society, herewith en. 
closes, on this Glorious Anniversary of British emancipation, to the 
Treasurer of said Society, a gift of two thousand DOLLARS/'—Xei- 
ter to James Biniey. 

HISTORICAL EVIDENCE, 
Ccru^eming the Effects of Immediate Emancipation. 

When the question of immediate abolition was first started in 
England, the friends of slavery vociferated nothing* more loudly, than 
the danger of universal insurrection and bioodsheiT; and nothing took 
stronger hold of the sympathies and conscientious fears of the people, 
than these repeated assertions. This is precisely the state of thmgs in 
our own country, at the present time. We all know that it is not 
according to human nature for men to turn upon their benefactors, 
and do violence, at the very moment they A'eceive what tliey have long 
desired ; but we are so repeatedly told the slaves will tnurder tlieir 
masters, if they mvo them freedom, that we can hardly help believing 
that, in this peculiar case, the laws of human nature must be reversed. 
Let us try to divest ourselves of the fierce excitement now abroad in 
the comnmnity, and calmly inquire what is the testimony of history on 
this iniportant subject. 

In June, 1793, a civil war occurred between the aristocrats and 
republicans of St. Domingo ; and the planters caNed in the aid of Great 
Britain. The opposing party prochiimed freedom to all slaves, and 
armed them against the British. It is generally supposed tliat the 
abolition of slavery in SL Domingo was in consequence of insurrections 
among the slaves; buFthis is not true. It was entirely a measure of 
polilical expediency. And what were the consequences of this sudden 
and universal emanci{)ation ? Whoever will talce the pains to search 
the histories of that island, will find the whole colored population 
remained faithful to the republican party which had given them freedom. 
The British were defeated, an^ obliged to evacuate the island. The 
sea bein^ at that time full of British cruisers, the French had nc time 
to attend to St Domingo, and the colonists were left to govern tliem- 
selves. And what was the conduct 6f the emancipated slaves, nnder 
Uiese circumstances ? About 500,000 slaves had instantaneoa'^iy 
ceased lo be property, and were invested with the rights of men ; yet 
there was a decrease of crime, and every thing went on quie. iy and 
prosperously. Col. Malenfant, who resided on the island, f ^lys, m his 
historical memoir: "After this public; act of emancipation, the negroes 
remained quiet both in the south and west, and they continued to work 
upon all ^kB plantations. Even upon those estates which had been 
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abandoned by owners and managers, the negiOes continuod their labor 
whiiro thcic were any agents to guide ; and where no white men were 
left to direct them, they betool; themselves to planting provisions. The 
colony was llounshing. The whites Hved happy and in peace upon 
tlieir estates, and the negroes continued to 'vork for them." 

General Lacroix, in his memoirs, speaking; of the same period, says: 
" The eolony marched as hy enchantment towards its ancient splendor ; 
cuhivition prospered; every day produced perceptible proofs of its 
progress." 

Tivis prosperous state of things lasted about eight years; and would 
probably have continued to this day, had not Bonaparte, at the insti- 
gation of the old aristocratic French planters, sent an army to d»'pi ive 
the bUn-ks of the freedom which they had used so well, h was the 
iittCMipt to restore slavery, that produced all the bloody horrors of St. 
Domingo. Eimncijmtion produced Ike most blensed effects. 

In J«mo, 1794, Victor Hugo, a French republican general, retook 
the island of Guadaloupe from the British, ana immediately proclaimed 
freedom to all the slaves. They were 85,000 in number, and the whites 
only 113,000. Js'o disasters whatever occmred in consequence of this step. 

On the 1 0th of October, 1811, the congrefs of Chili decreed that 
every child born after that day should be free. 

In 1821, the congress of Colombia emancipated all slaves who had 
borne arms in favor of the republic ; and provided for the emancipation 
in eighteen years of the whole slave population, amounting to 900,000. 

In September, 1829, the government of Mexico granted immediate 
and unqualiHed freedom to every slave. In all these cases^ not one 
instance of inswrection or bloodshed has ever been heard of, as the result 
of emancipation. 

In July, 1823, 30,000 Hottentots in Cape Colony, were emancipated 
from their long and cruel bondage, and admitted by law to all the 
rights and privileges of the white colonists. Outrages were predicted, 
as the inevitable consequence of freeing human creatures so completely 
brutalized as the poor Hottentots ; but all went on peaceably ; and as 
a gentleman facetiously remarked, "Hottentots as they were, they 
worked better for Mr. Cash^ than they had ever done for Mr. Lash." 

In the South African Commercial Advertiser of February, 1831, it 
is stated : " Three thousand prize negroes have received their freedom ; 
four hundred in one day ; but not the least difficulty or disaster occured. 
Servants found masters — mmtcrs hired servants—aU gained homes, and 
at night scarcely an idler was to be seen. — To state that sudden eman- 
cipation would create disorder and distress to those you mean to serve, 
is not reason, but the plea of all men adverse to abolition." 

On the Isrof August, 1834, the government of Great Britain eman- 
cipated the slaves in all her colonies, of which she had twenty ; seven- 
teen in the West Indies, and three in the East Indies. 

The .•'umeiical superiority of the negroes in the West Indies is great. 
In Jama, .a there were 331,000 slaves, and only 37,000 whites. By 
the clumsy apprenticeship system, the old stimulus of the whip was 
taken away, while the new and better stimulus of wages was not 
applied. The negroes w^re aware that if they worked well they 
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should not be paid for it, and that if they worked ill they could not be 
flogged, as they had formerly been. Yet even under these disadvan 
tageous circumstances, no difficulties occurred except in three of the 
islands; and even there the difficulties were slight and temporary. 
Tug worst rnsmies of abolition have not tet been able to 
show that a smclg drop op blood has been shed, or a singlk 

PLANTATION FIRED, IN C0NSB4UBNCE OF EMANCIPATION, IN ALL TUK 

British West Indies! 

Antigua and Bermuda did not try the apprenticeship system ; but 
ai once gave the stimulus of wages. In those islands not the ^ightut 
d{fficulties have occured. The journals of Antigua say : " The great 
doubt is solved ; and the highest hopes^of the negro's friends are ful- 
filled. Thirty thousand men have passed from slavery into freedom, 
not only without the slightest irregularity, but witli the solemn ana 
decorous tranquillity of a Sabbath i" 

In Antigua there are 2,000 whites, 30,000 slaves, and 4,500 free 
blacks. 

Antigua and Sl Christopher's are witliin gunshot of each <^er ; 
both are sugar growing colonies ; and the proportion of blacks is less 
in St. Christopher's tlian it is in Antigua ; yet the former island has 
had some difficulty with the gradual system, while the quiet of the 
latter has not been disturbed for one hoiir by immediate emancipation. 
Do not these fact^ speak volumes ? • 

The results of the British Emancipation Bill, in a pecuniary point 
of view, are truly surprising. To the astonishment ol even the most 
san^ine fi iends of abolition, the plantations of the colonies are more 
productive, more easily managed and accepted as securities fo? higher 
sums on mortgage than ever they were under the slave systenu It 
appears from an official statement, that, in the first quarter of the pre- 
sent year there is an increase over the average of the first quarter bf 
the three years preceding (emancipation,) of the great staples of 
West Indian produce exported. 

From Geor^town, (Demerara,) 20 per cent increase, 
From Berbtce, 50 per cent increase, 

and on coSee about 100 per cent ! 

The hundred mitlioh indeipnity thus appears to have been a com- 
pensation of a novel kind, a compensation for being made richer. — 
JV*ew York Evening !fiosL 

ST. DOMINGO. 

In most other countries we have ministers, or at least consuls to 
watch over the interests of our merchants ; but to send a minister or 
consul to. St Domingo would be so revolting to the feelings of our 
southern brethren, that they would probably (Ar«alen to dissolve the 
UnicA, and. so our merchunts are iefl to tuke care of their own interests 
there. ItimaT be useful to compare the amount of tiiose interests with 
the nmount of their interests in certain other cbunt«tcs, where we have 
oousds^ and in some in^tAnees mtniislers. 

17 
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HOWE PETER. 

When the Marquis of Sligo retired from the governmont of the is- 
knd of Jamaica, in 1836, the apprentices laised^ a contribution 
amounting to ^1,000, to procure a suitable testimonial of their gra- 
titude te his lordship, for the protection and kindness aiforded by bis 
administration. This sum was sent home by the liaud of Joseph 
Sturge, and placed in the hands of a committee in I«ondon, consist, 
ing of T. F. Buxton, Esq. Rt. Hon, Dr. Lushington, M.P. Sir 
George Stephen, Capt. Moorsom, R.N. W. B. Gurney, Esq. Rey. John 
Dyer, ftev. John Burnet, Joseph Sturge, Esq. and John Sturge. 
The committee procured a splendid silver candelabrum, which they 
presented to his lordship, March 16, 1839, with a suitable address, 
in the presence of Lord Brougham, Sir George Strickland, Hon C. 
P. Villers, M.P. W. Evans, Esq. M.P. Jos. Pease, Esq. M.P. and 
others. In his reply, the noble Marquis said, 

" It is with feelings of no little pride that 1 receive this testimonial 
of the gratitude and good opinion of the Negroes of Jamaica- When 
I remember that the subscription for its purchase was made after I 
had left the island, when no advantage could be gamed by its pro- 
motion, and that it is the only instance which ever has occurred, or 
can occur in thes« dominions, of the presentation 9f such a tribute 
of ri^pect from person." still in a state of modified slavery, I value it 
so much that I would not exchange it for the highest disiinetion 
which the favor of ray sovereign could bestow.** 

THE UNSCRimOIt. 

•» Presented to the most noble, Howe Peter, Marquis of Sligo, by 
the Negroes of Jamaica, in testimony of the grateful remembrance 
thuy entertain for his unremitting efforts to alleviate their sufferings 
ami to redressr their wrongs, during his just and enlightened admin* 
istralion of the government of the isla^, and of toe respect and 
gratitude they feel towards his excel lent lady and ^family, for thsr 
kindness and sympathy displayed towards them — 1837." 

JOHN SCOBLE. 

At a meeting in Chatham streets chapel, New-York 1839, prayer 
having been offered by Kev. S. S. Jocei.yn, Mr. Scoble was intro- 
duced to the assembly by Arthur Tappan, Esq. chairman of the meet- 
ing, and stated that he should prefer, that instead of making an ad- 
dress, questions be put to him that would elicit any' informatioa of 
whir:i\ he might be possessed. 

i\Ir. Scoble adduced facts to show that the planters, as a hodjf 
were never in so flourishing circumstances as now. Very many of 
them have paid off their mortgages, and made improvements on their 
estates. He then read an interesting passage from the Jamaica his. 
torian, Long, and documents furnished by the House of Assembly at 
Jamaica, giving » disastrous view of the island before emancipation* 
and contrasted it with the appearance at the present time. One of 
the gentlemen from Jamaica then said, he admitted that they did 
make excellent crops of sugar and coffee in 1838(r 
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Some one then asked about the comparative value of estafcs pre- 
vious and subsequent to emaacipation. Mr. Scoble replied that the 
value had increased from ten to fifty per cent in different colonies. 
He stated that a Mr. Allen, of Barbados, became alarmed, and sold 
his estates for jC27,000 sterling, and soor^ afterwards repurchased it 
for J&30,000 sterling. Indeed, said (tlr. Scoble, tlie lands now will 
sell for as much fts both land and fllavea would bring under the sys. 
lemof* slavery^ 

A question was then put relative to the moral ch&racter of the ne^ 
groes since emancipation. Mr. Scoble w<;nt on to 8t«te that the num* 
ber of prisoners, in the jaib, bad greatly decreased from 1836 to 
'1839, that almost all those confined for capital offences wore white 
men, that tlie offences committed by the negroes were generally petty 
assaults on each other ; that there had not been one conviction for 
any assault by a negro on a white man since emancipation ! He pro- 
ceeded to remark that now marriage was sanctioned by law, and wm 
♦« honorable in all." A great iraproven>ent had taken place, in this 
respect, among the whites as well as blacks. That during bis whole 
tour througn tSe British West Indies he had not met with a single 
planter who said he was willing to return to the old system. Ha 
said he would appeal to the genltemen from Jamaica now present, if 
he were incorrect. They both exclaimed, " certainly not." (Great 
applause.) A planter of great respectability in Barbados, told Mr. 
Scoble that he remembered the time when he thought he would be 
doing God service if he had put a pistol bal! through the brains of 
Wilberforce or Buxton ; but that now he coultf^o on his knees and 
clasp theirs, and bless them for the abolitim of slavery. 

VICTORIA REGINA. 

My Lords and Gentlemen: — " It is with great satisfaction that I am 
enabled to inform you, that throughout the whole of my West Indian 
possessions, the period fixed by law for the final and complete eman- 
cipation of the negroes has been anticipated by acts of the colonial 
legislature, and that the transition from the temporary system of ap 
prenticeship to entire freedom, has taken place without any distur 
fiance of public order and tranquillity. Any measures which may b» 
> accessary m order to give full effect to this great and beneficial change 
will, I have no doubt, receive your careful attention.-— jSlptfec^ tn 
Parliament, Feb. 5, 1839. 

It is with great satisfaction, I inforni you, that I have concluded 
with the Emperor of Austria, the King of the French,* the King of 
Prussia, and the Emperor of Russia, a treaty for the effectual sup- 
pression of the slave trade, .which, when the ratifications shall have 
been exchanged, will be communicated to Viulisuacnt-^peeci 
Feb. 3. 1842. ^ 

*Vo*tpoaed 
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PIERRE BOYER— SIMON BOLIVAR 



JEAN PIERRE BOYER. 

The President of Hayti has received, with your letter of the 10th cf 
October last, tl»o ditfcrent publications that you have sent hiin, 

IJis Excellency congratulatea you on the perseverance with which 
you have pursued the work of abolition of slaveiy. The wamicst 
desires of philanthropists accompany you in this difficult enterprise, 
anch the President of Hayti doubts not that tJiis holy cause will con- 
clude by obtaining the triumph it merits. 

I seifce, sir, this occasion of assuring you of the particular desire I 
entertain Ibr the success of your glorious work, and renew the expres- 
sion of my high esteem. B. Ingikac. 

Letter to B. Lundy, J^ov. 17, 1836. 

SIMON BOLIVAR. 

I beg as fervently of my country as I would for the lives of my chil- 
dren, that you will never consent that clime, or color, or creed, should 
make any distinction in your republic — Address to the Senators of 
Colombia. 

• Le&slators ! ; Slavery is the infringement of all laws, A law having 
& tendency to preserve slavery, would be the grossest sacrilege. Man 
to be pcxssessOT by his fellow man! — man to be made property of f 
The:inntg»olf the Deity to by put under the yoke ! Let these usurpers 
show; us their title-deeds Ir-^ddress to the Legislature of Bolivia and 
Peru, ^ 

"This distinguished man, who was second to none for patriotism 
and political philanthropy that the last dozen centuries have produced, 
is no mora He has left an example worthy the imitation of all slave- 
holders of every country and clime. 

" In addition to his great and untiring efforts to break the chains! of 
clerical and political bondage that oppressed his countrymen, he acted 
the*part of perfect consistency in usmg his influence for ihe enfran- 
chisement of the Jlfricm slaves, who were there reduced to abject ser- 
vility. We have beert informed that, in the early stage of the Colom- 
bian revolution, he emancipated from 700 to 1,000 slaves; and that 
he strenuously and successfully wce^ the total abolition of slavery 
by the government. Since his deam it is stated that he has freed 150 
more by will, who were still held by him, and who probably preferred 
zemaimng with him while he Uved. 

"Benjabuh LuNDnr." 
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COLOMBIA. 

The anxiety and efforts of the Colombian gorernment to rid them- 
selvea of the curse of slavery, aiid to reinBtate an injured class of 
men in the en joyment of thooie rights which our Constitution declares 
to be " inalienable," put to the blush the lardy and heartless pro- 
ceedings of the United States Congress on the subject. Scarcely 
had that republic established' its own freedom, when it enacted laws 
for extending the like privilege to enslaved Africans within its lim- 
its. Certain revenues arising in the difitrent provinces were sa- 
credly set aparf. for this pm-pose, beginning with those who were 
most worthy to be free, and always proceeding with the consent of 
the proprietors. At the same lime it was provided that the children 
of slaves born after a certain period, should be inviolably free. The 
number of slaves since the law went into operation, is probably r>ot 
less than 20,000. Let this system be continued a few years longer, 
and to the triumph of their arms, the Columbians will add this great- 
er glory, that the groans of a slave are not heard from the Orinoco 
to the Assuay^" — JSiles Register, August 1st, 1829, vol. 36, p, 367. 

URAGUAY. 

Uraguay has abolished slavery within its territory. A decree of 
the Government dated I2lh December, 1842, thus comnjences: 
" From znd after the promtilgation of the present resolution, there 
shall be no slaves in this »c'public.*' The whole civilized world is 
arraving itself against the atrocious crime of slavery. — American, 

The republic of Uraguay in Soulh America is about as large as 
Texaa ; possessing about the same climate, and is about as far south 
of the Equator, as Texas and Florida are north of it. It possesses 
great Commercial advantages, as it lies north and immediately bor- 
dering upon the great Rivei De La Plata and the Atlantic Ocean. 
It contains a population of 85,000. Its principal Commercial town 
is Montevideo. — Patriot, 

INDIA. 

Ohrious Triumph in India. — One million and an half of slaves 
made freemen ! . No slavery, now, under the entire dominions of 
Queen Victoria I No more comfort to American vtromtfn-whippers 
from the inconsistencies of Great Britain. The Goveriaof General 
of India has promiilgated the folloR'ing law, which was to go uito 
operation on the 4th of this month. — Ibid. . 

An act for. declaring and amending ihe law regarding the condi' 
tion of slavery within, the territorien of the East India Company. 

1. It is hereby enacted and dec'.ar*jd, that no publicofficer, in ex- 
ecutioil of any decree or order of coirt, or for the enforcement of 
aay demand of rent or revenue, sell, or cause to be soW, any person 
or the right to the compulsory iabor or services of arty person, on 
the ground that such a person is in a state of slavcrj^. 

S. And it is hereby declared and enacted^ that no rights arising 
outof aq alleged property .in the person and services of another as 
a slave, shall be enforced by any civil or criminal court or magis. 
trate within the territories of the East India Company. 
17* 
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Act of 3 and a Wiluam IV, chapter IsxiS, § 12. 

Be it enacted, that all and every of the persons, who, on the first day 
of Jiugust, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, shall be holden 
\n sUcnerv within any such British colony as aforesaid, shaUj. upon, and 
from ana after the first day ofJlttgiist, ojie thousand eight hunared .irsd 
thirty-fotir, become and be to all iiitents and purposes, free and 
discharged of, and from all manner of slavery, and shall be absolutely 
and for ever manumitted ; end that t^ie children thereafter to be bom 
to any such persons, and the cdspring of such children, shall in like 
manner be free frpm their birth; end that iiom and afler the first d^ 
of Augmti one thousand* hundred and thirty-four, SLAVERY 
thaB, be, and is hereby uUeriy and for ever ABOLISHED and deckred 
vadatoful tk-rsttghmU the BfttTisH cronies, plantaiionSf mi posstssims 
tibroad. , 
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WILLIAM BLACKSTONE. 

Those riohts which God and nature have established, and are, 
ttherefore, called natural rights — such as life and liberty — need not th« 
aid of hucnan laws to be more ef^'actmuj invesied in every man th^ji 
liiey are ; neither do they receive any additional strength when declared 
by tlie municipal laws to be inviolable. On the contrary, no human 
legislature has power to abridge or destroy Ihem, unless the owiier 
himself shall commit some act which amounts to a .brfeitura. . 

The first and primary end of alt hun.^n laws is, to maintain ^nd 
regulate those absolute rights of individuals. The absolute rights of 
man, considered as a free agent, endowed with discernment to know 
good from evil, &itd with power of choosing those measures wiiich 
appear to him most desirable, arc usually summed up in one genera] 
appailation, and denonemated tho natural liberty of mankind. This 
natural liberty consists, properly in a power of acting as one thinks fit, 
without any restraint or control, unless by the law of nature , bein» a 
right inherent in us by birth, and one of the gifts of God to man at hia 
creation, when he endued him with the facility of free will. But every 
man, when he enters into society, gives up a part of his natural liberty, 
as the price of so valuable a purchase j; and, in consideration of receiving 
the advantages of mutual commerce, obliges himself to comform to 
those laws v^ich the community has thought proper lo establish. 

Tliese rights and liberties are no other than either that residtaim 
of natural liberty which is not required by the laws of society to be 
sacrificed to public convenience ; or else those civil privileges which 
society hath engaged to provide in heu of the natural hberties so given 
up by individuds. — These are, the ris;ht of personal security, the right 
of personal liberty, and the right of private property. — Commaitaries. 

ORANVILLE SljAfl?. 

**If such laws are not eAsolutety necessary for tl^ government of 
slaves, the law-makera must unavoidably allow themselves to be the 
most cruel and abandoned tyrants upon earth, and, perhaps that ever 
Were on earth. But, on the other hand, if it be said that it is impos' 
sible to govern slaves, wilkout such inhuman severity and dfieatable 
injmtice, Uie same is an invincible argument against the least toleration 
or slavery among Christians ; because temporal profits, cannot com- 
pensate the forfeiture of everlasting welfare — thtd thi cries of thest 
much injured people mil certainly reach heaven — that the Scriptures 
denounce a tremendous judgment against the man who sliall offend 
one little one — that it were oeWcr for the naHon thai their ^mericttn 
dominions had never existed, or even that they had sunk in the sea, than 
that the kingdom of Great Britain should be loaded with the horrid ^it'tt 
efioUrating such abominable wickedness,'^ ^c, — Joicmal,Fsb. IStk, 1772. 

THOMAS CLARKSON.' 

I passed through no town in which some individual had not left off 
tiie use of sugar. In the smaller towns there were frotp ten to fifty ]^ 
estimation, and in 'the larger, from two to five huodred, who had made 
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this sacrifice to virtue. These were of aii ranks and parties. Rich 
and poor, churchmen and dissenters, had adopted t!ie measure. Even 
grocers had left off U-adingin the article in some places. In gentlemen's 
families, where the master h^ set the example, the servants had ofYen 
voluntarily foiiowed it ; even children, capable of understanding the 
African's siifierings, excluded, with the most virtuous resolution, the 
accustomed sweets Hom their lips. By th<i least computation I could 
make, from notes taken down in my journey, no fewer than three 
hundred thousand (300,000) persons had abandoned the use of suffar. 

Tliis account of the hianner in which li^ht and information proceed in 
a free country, furnishes us with some valuable knowledge. It shows 
us, first, the great importance of education ; for all they who can read 
may become enlightened. They may gain as much from the dead as 
from the living. They may see the sentiments of former ages. Thus 
they may contract, by degress, habits of virtuous inclination, and 
become fitted to join with others in the removal of any of the evils of life. 

It shows us, secondly, how that encouraging maxim may become 
true, That no good effort is ever lost. For if he, who makes the 
virtuous attempt, should be prevented by death from suceeding in it, 
can he not speak through the tomb ? Will not his works still breathe 
his sentiments upon it? May not the opinions, and the facts, which 
he has recorded meet the approbation of ten thousand readers of whom 
It is prbpable, in the common course of things, that some will branch 
out of him as authors, and others as actors or laborers, in the same 
cause?* 

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

TO THOMAS CLABKSOn. 

On the final passing of the BiU for the abolitim of the Slave'trade, March, 1807. 

Clabksow ! it was an obstinato hill to climb : 
How toilsome—nay, how dire it was, by thee 
Is known, by none perhaps, so feelingly ; 
. Br thou, who starting in, thy fervent prime 
Diu St first l«ad forth this pilgrimage subUine, 
Hast heard its constant voice its charge repeat. 
Which out of thy young heart's oracular seat, 
First roused. Uiee.—O true yoke-fellow of time 
With unabating effort, see, the paint ^ 
Is won, and by all nations shall be worn ! 
The bloody writing is for ever torn, 
And thou henceforth shalt have a good man's calm 
A gteat man's happiness ; thy zeal shall find 
Repose at length firm friend of human kind 1 

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE. 

It was ridiculous to say that men would be bound by their interesty 
when gain or ardent passion ur^d them. It might as well be asserted 

* ♦*fResolved, That the Speaker be requested to acknowlftdge the receipt and 
Acceptaince of Clarksotfs History nf Slavery, presented by the American Con- 
▼enttoh fbr promoting the abolifcldn of Bl&very. and ittinpoving the coitdHien of. 
the Africans, and that the said work be deposited in jUiq. library ''•-JfoiiMi tif 
lUptseatativts, Feb. 18, 1809. 



WILLIAM PITT — EDMUND BURKEi 



201 



that a stone could not be thrown into the air, or a body move from 
place to place, because the principles of leravitation bound them to the 
surface of the earth. If a planter ibund himself reduced in his profits, 
he did, not usually dispose of any part of his slaves; and his own 
grafificalions were never given up, so long as there was a possibility 
w making any retrenchment in the allowance of his slaves. 

It was the gracious ordinance of Providence, both in the natural and 
moral world, that good dhould often arise out of evil. Hurricanes 
cleared the air ; and tlie propagation of truth was promoted by perse- 
cti'jon. Pride, vanity, and profusion contributed often, in their re* 
meter consequences, to the happiness of mankind. In common, what 
was itself evil and vicious was permitted to carry along with it some 
circumstances of palliation. The Arab was hospitable ; the robber 
brave. . We did not necessarily find cruelty associated with fraud, or 
meanness with injustice. But here the eas« was far otherwisc^ It 
was the prerogative of this detestable traffic to separate from evil it» 
concomitant good, and to reconcile discordant mischiefs. It robbed 
war of its generosity ; it deprived peace of its security ; we saw in it 
the vices of polished society, without its knowledge or its comforts; 
and the evils of barbarism without its eimplicity. No age, no eex, no 
rank, no condition, was exempt from the fatal influence of this wide- 
wasting calamity. Thus it attained to the fullest measure of purev un- 
mixed, unsophistictited wickedness ; and, scorning all competition and 
comparison, il stood without a rival in the secure, undisputed posses^ 
sion of its detestable pre-eminence. 

' WILLIAM PITT. 

Mr. Pitt rose, and stud, that from the first hour of his having bad the 
honor to.sil in parliament down to ».he present, among all the questiuus, 
whether political or personal, in which it had been ms fortune to take 
a share, there never had been one m wliich his heart was so deeply in- 
' terested as in the present; both on account of the serious principles 
involved, and the consequences connected with it. 

The present was not a mere quiegtion of feeling. Theaigument^ 
which ought in his opinion to determine the committee, was, that tfea 
Slave-trade was unjust It was, therefore, such a trade aa it was ini- 
possible for him\o support, unless it could be first proved to him, tiiat 
there were no laws of^ morality binding upon nations ; and that it waa 
not the duty of a legislature to restrain its subjects from invading the 
happiness of other coutitries, and from viokting the fundamental prin- 
ciples of justice. 

EDMUND BURKR 

- NotlsngiBitkes a slave but a degraded man. In proportion as the 
mind grows callous to its degradationi and all sense of manl}'. pride i« 
lost, the stave fed« comfort. In fact, he is no longer a man. If he 
were to! define a man, he would say with Shakspeare, 

" Man is a b^ingr, holding large discourse, 
Looking before and after." 

But a slave was incapable of looking before and after. He had no 
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motEve to do it. He was a mere passive instrument in the hands of 
ethers, to bo used at their discretion. Though living, he was dead as 
to all voluntary a^ncy. Though moving amidst the creation with an 
erect ibrm, and with the shape and semblance of a human beiiij^ he 
was a nullity as a man. 

He said the slave>trade was directly contrary to the principles of 
humanity and justice, and that the state of slavery which followed it, 
however mitigated, was a state so improper, so degrading, and so 
ruinous to the feelings and capaciUes of human nature, that it ought 
£sot\*A be suffered to exiaL 

JOHN COURTENAY, 

The trade, it had been said, was conducted upon the principles of 
humanity. Yes : we rescued the Africans from what we were pleased 
to call their wretched situation in their own country, and then we took 
credit for our humanity ; because, after having killed one half of them 
in the seaaonitng, we substituted what we were pleased to call a better 
treatment ths^lhat which they would have experienced at home. 

It h^d hem said by Mr. Stanley, that the pulpit had been used as 
an instrument of attack on the slave<trade. He was happy to learn it 
had been so well employed ; and he hoped the bishops would rise up ' 
}R the house of loros, with the virtuous indignation which became 
them^ to abolish a traffic so contrary to humanity, justice^ and religion. 

CHARLES JAMES POX. 

Some had considered this question as a question of political, whereas 
it was a question of personal freedom. Political freedom was un- 
doubtedly a great blessing; but, when it came. to be compared with 
persiHiul, it sunk to northing. To confound the iwa -Qervitd thetefuro 
to render all arguments on either perplexing and umritelli^ble. Pen* 
sonal freedom was the first Hgbt of every human being. It was a right, 
of wMch he who deprived a fellow creature was absolutely criminal in 
80 depriving him, and which be who withheld was no less criminal in 
withholding. He would say that if the house, knowing what the trade 
was by the evidence, did not by their vote mark to all mankind theur 
abhorrence of a pracrtiee so savage, so enormous, so repugnant in all 
laws, human ana divine, they would consign their chtiractent to eter- 
nal infamy. 

But what was our molive in the case before us? To continue a 
iXade which was a wholesale sacrifice of a whole order and race of our 
fellow creatures ; which carried them away by force from their native 
country, in order to Subject them to the mere will and caprice, 
tjrrannyand oppression, of other human bemgs, for their whole natural 
hves, them and their posterity, for ever ! I O most monstaY>u8 wicked- 
ness! O unparalleled barbarity ! 

Let them remember that humanity did not consist in a squeamish 
It did not consist in shrinking and 8tartin»at such tales ati these; 
but in diposition of the heart, to remedy the evils they unfolded. 
Humanity belonged rather to the mind Uian to the nerves. But, if 
it should prompt men to charitable exertion. 
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Let them make the case their own. This was the Christian rule of 
judging ; and, having mentioned Christianity, he was sorry to find 
that any should suppose that it had given countenance to such a system 
of oppression. So far was this from being the case, that he thous^ht it 
pne of the most splendid triumphs of this religion, timt it had caused 
slavery to be so generally abolished on its appearance in the world. It 
had done this by teaching us, among other beautiful precept*), that, in 
the si^ht of their Maker, all mankind were equal. He knew, how- 
ever, mat what he had been ascribing to Christianity had been im- 
puted by others to the advances which philosophv had made. Each 
of the two parties took the merit to itselC The philosopher gave it to 
philosophy, and the divine to religion. He should not then dispute 
with either of them ; but as both coveted the praise, why should they 
not eraolate each other by promoting this improvement in the condition 
of the human race? . 

PHIUP FRANCIS. 

Havinw himself an interest in the West Indies, he thought that what 
he should submit to the house woixW have the double eflect of evidence 
and argument ; and he stated rifi:)st unequivocatly his opinion, that the 
abolition of the slave-trade would tend materially to the benefit of the 
West Indies. — Many had afiirmed that the slave-trade was politic and 
expedient ; but ft was %vorthy cf remark, that no man had ventured to 
deny that it was criminal. Criminal, however, he declared it to be in 
the highest degrefe ; and he believed it was equally impolitic. Both its 
inexp^iency and injustice bad been established by the honorable 
mover. 

He instanced an overseer, who, having thrown a negro into a cop- 
per of boiling cane-juice for a trifling offence, was puni^hsd merely by 
the IcMSs of his place, and by bemg obliged to pay the vaJue of his slave. 
He statetl another instance of a girl of fourteen, who wss dreadfully 
whipped for coming; too late to her work. She fell down motionless 
after it j and was then drago;ed along the ground, by the legs, lo an 
hospital ; where she died. rhi& was a notorious fact. It was pub- 
lUhed in the Jamaica Gazette : and it has even happened since the 
question of the abolition had been started. 

" Tiie only argument used against such cruelties was the master's 
interest in the slave. But he urged the comnion cruelty to horset^/ in 
which the drivers had an equal interest with the drivers of men in Ui6 
colonies, a9 a proof that this was no secunty. He had never heard m s 
instancie of a master being punished for the murder of his slave. 

MR. HUD0LESTONE. 

Ho said that a curse attended this trade even in the mode defend- 
ing it. By a certain fatality, none but the vilest ai-gumente were brought 
forward, which comipted the very persons, who used them. Eveiy 
one of these were built on the narrow ground interest; of pecuniary 
profit; of sordid gun; in opposition to every h^er consideration; 
to mery motive that had reference to huraahity, iostice. and religion ; 
or to that great principle, which comprehended them all. Place oidy 
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before the most deiemraed advocate of this odious traffic, the exact 
image '6f himseU' in the garb and harness of a slave, dragged and 
whipped about like a beast; plate this image also before "ffim, and 
paint it as that u£ one without a ray of hope to cheer hi«. , and you 
Wuuld extort from him the reluctant confession, that he would not 
endure for an hour the -misery, to which he condemned his fellow- 
man for life. 

SAMUEL WHITBREAD. 

ISo eloquence ct)uld persuade him, that the Africans were torn from 
their country and tJieir dearest connexions, merely that they might lead 
a happier life ; or that they could be placed under the uncontrolled 
dominion of others without suffering. Arbitrary power would spoil 
tlie hearts of the best. Hence would arise tyranny on the one side, 
and a sense of injury on the other. Hence the passions would be let 
loose, and a state of perpetiial enmity would follow. 

He needed only logo to the accounts of thiose who defended the sys- 
tem of slavery, to show that it was cruel. He was forcibly struck last 
year by an expression of an hcnorabie member, an advocate for the 
trade, who, when he came to speak of the slaves, on selling off tine stock 
of a plantation, said, that th^y f^'tched less than the common price, 
because they were damaged ! ^ Darafiged ! What ! were they goods 
and chattels? What an idea was this to hold out to our Mow 
creatures I 

THOMAS ERSKINE. ' 

The Lord Chancellor (Erskine) said, " From information which he 
could not dispute, he was warranted in saying, that on this continent 
[Africa] husbands were iVaudulently and forcibly severed from tlieir 
wives, and parents from th£!ir children ; and that ail the ties of blodd 
and affection were torn up by tlie roots. He had himself seen the un- 
happy natives put together in heaps in the hold of a ship, \vhere, with 
every possible attention to them, tneir )$itnatiotl must havie been intde- 
rable. He had also heard proved in courts of justice, facts still more 
dreadful than those which he h&d seen. One of these hp would just 
mention. The slaves on board a certain ship rose in a mass to hberate 
themselves; and having far advanced in the pursuit of their object, it 
became necessary to repel them by force. Some of them yield^; 
some of them were killed in the scuffle ; but many of them actuoliy 
jumped into the sea and Werd^ drbwned thus prel^rrifig "death to the 
misery of their situaUbn } while dtherft jbung to the ship, repenting , of 
their rashness, and bewailing Yi^H '^P'^^'' noises tteir hdriid fatie. 
Thus the whole vessel exhibitea but one hideous scene of wretched- 
ness. They, who wer^ subdtied;, and secured in chains, were seized 
with the flux, which carried nrniiy 6f| them off Thfes^ dtmp were, 
proved in a trial before a British junr, which had to consider, Whether 
this was a loss, which fellr wit)»n me pii^cy of instiranoe,' the slaves 
beinv r^arded as'if iMiey had bem onlj cargo t^ dea/d amttiexi vHe 
could iheRtioii' odier instances, iKit diev #««<innch too shocking 
described. Sui^ljr th(^ I«>i^iidiipfpiM^ 

'tobe^nsist^atwithhwmanity opjuatkje.*^ i^.. , t ; c 
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GEORGE GREKVILLE. 

Lord GrenviUe then read a resohitian of the Commons. "Thia 
resolution, hu said, stated first, that the slav^Mrade was contrsrf to 
humanity, jusftce, and sound policy. Tliat it was ctmlrary to human^ 
ty was ooviott>i; for humanity might be said to b« sympathy for the 
distress of oth<;i'^ Of a desire to accomplish benevolent ends by good 
means. But did not the slat'c-trado convey ideas the very reverse of 
the definition 1 It depnved men of all those comforts, in which it 
pleased the Creator to make the happine«is of his crfiature to consist, of 
the blesisin^s of society, of the charities of the dear relationships of 
husband, wife, father, son, and kindred ; of the due discharge of the 
relative duties of these, and of that freedom, which in its pure and 
natural sense, was one of the greatest gifts of God to man. 

" It was impossible to read the evidence, as it related to this tradc^ 
without acknowledging the inhumanity of it and our own disgrace, 

"In li st^i of nature, man had a right to the fruit of his own /fbour 
absolutely ta himself ; and one of the main purposes, for which he en- 
tered into society, v[as, that he might bo better protectdd in the pof-'tes- 
sion of his rights. In both cases, therefore, it was manifestly unjust, 
that a man should be made to labor during the whole of his }\h, and 
yet have m benefit from his labor. Hence the slave-trade und the 
colonial slavery were a violation of the very principle, uoon which cli 
law for the protection of property was founded. Whatever benefit 
%vas derived from that t;rade to an individual, it was derived from dis- 
honor and dishonesty. He forced frdm the unhappy ric^tim of it that, 
which the latter did not wish to give him ; and he gave to the same 
victim that, whicii he in vain attempted to show^ was an equivalent to 
(he thing he took, it being a thing for which there was no equivalent, 
and which, if he had not ^taineCby ^rce, he would not have possess- 
ed at all. The injustice complained of was not confined tc tne bare 
circumstance of robbing them of the right to their own labor, it wcs 
conspicuous throughout the system," 

WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE. 

Shvlock. Whatjadgm6nt shan i6re3(d, doing no wroDft 
Tou nave aiAong yAu manv K^utrtiased slave." 
Which like your astfed. and yoor dogs, and mules, 
You use in abject and in slavish parts, 
Because you bought theth «hail I say to ydtt,- 
Let them be free, marry thetii td yoiirn^frsT^ 
Why sweat; thev tuider burtherui t let their beds 
Be made as soft as yourt, and let (hiifr palates 
Be seasoned vith such viands 7 ybu wfuafts^Fei', 
The slaves ar* oars '.*-«»do l anawe? ydii i - ; 
The pound of liesh, which 1 demand dfhlU>, ' 
Is dearly bougiit, is mine, and I will have It ; 
If you deny me, fie upon yoiu: law ! 

SAMUEL JOHNSONI 

* Tbia argument, cdosidettd as uned to'theipar^ali^ l^noM, seems con* 
elusive. I see not how Venetians or SngllshaMn, Wiiii« ^hy practice the par- 
tbaso and sale or .slaves, citii mwh enfdrM or'^mandi tbtt law of Mag t» 
others as we would they should do W Us. 

18 
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JOHN MILTON. 

0 execrable son, so to aspire 
Above his brethren, he himself assuming 
Authority- usurped from God, not given. 

— Man over men 
Hs made not lord : such title to Himttlf 
liesorviTig, human left from human free. 

Id all ttilKZs that have beat^ty, there is nothing to man more comdty than liberty. 
Give me tne liberty to know, ;o utter, and to argue freely, above all liUt^ues 



ALEXANDER POPE. 

Seme safer vrorld in depths of wood embraced, 
Some hnppier island in the watery waste : 
Where slaves once more their native land behold, 
No fiends torment, no Christiana thirst for gold. 

Essay on Man, 

God fixed it certain, that, whatever dny 
Makes man a slave lakes half his worth aw(^. 

Homer^t Odyasty, 

JOSEPH ADDISON. 

O hihtrty, thou goddess heavenly bright, 
Profuse of bliss, and pregnant with delight ! 
Eternal pleasures in thy presence reign, 
And smiling plenty leadb thy wanton train : 
Ea-s'd of her load, subjection grims more ligbt, 
And poverty looks cheerful in thy sight ; 
Thou mak'st the s'.oomy face of nature gnv, 
eiv'st beauty to the sun, and pleasure to the day. 

ROBERT " Km. 

I'm designed yon lordling's slave. 

By Nature's law designed, 
Why was an independent wish 

Ere planted in my mind ? 
II not, why am I subject to 

His craelty or scorn T 
Or why has man the will and power 

To make his fellow mourn ! 

Then let us pray that come it may. 

As come it shall for a' thaty 
That sense and worth o'er all the earth 

Shall bear the greo, an' a' that. . 
For a' that, an' &' that. 

It's coming yet, for a'thtit ; 
When man t4> man, the warld all o'er. 
Shall brothers be, an' a' that. 

TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 

Thy spirit, Iitdbpbnoxncb ! let me 8har«| 
Lord of the Lion>beart and Eagle^eye 

Thv steps 111 follow with my bosom rare, 
ner heed the storm that howls altmg tat dtp 
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THOMAS DAY. 

And better in the untimely grave to rot, 
The world and all its cruelties forgot, 
Than dra?g'd once more beyond the western inaiiH 
To groaa beneath some dastard planter's chain,. 
Where my poor countrymen in bondage wait 
The slow enfrancliisement of ling''nng fate. 
Ch ! ray heart sinks, my dying eyes o'er flow, 
When memory paints the picture of their woe ! 
For I have seen them, ere the dawn of day, 
Roua'd by the hsh begin their cheerless way : 
Greeting with n-oans, unwelcome morn's return, 
While rage and shame their gloomy bosoms bum : 
ijjd chidmg every hour the slow-pac'd sun, 
itndure their toils till all his race was run ; 
No eye to maik their sufferings with a tear, 
No friend to comfort, and no hope to cheer ; 
Then, like the dull unpitied brutes, repair 
To stalls as wretched, and as coarse n fare ; 
Thank heaven, one day of miseiy was o'er, 
And s\nk to sleep and wish to wake no more. 

The Dying Negn, 

S, J. PRATT. 

Tvrants o*er brutes with ease extend their plan. 
Then rise in cruelty from beast to man ; 
Their sordid policy each crime allows. 
The flesh that qoivp^nv and the blood that flowa, 
The furious stnpes tha^ murder in a day, 
Or tort'ring arts that kill by dire delay ; 
The fainting spirit and the bursting vein, 
All, all, are reconciled to Christian gain. 

^ The RtghU 9f NcOt^ 

WILLIAM COWPER. 

Man finds his fellow guilty of & skin 
Not colored like his own ; and having pow'r 
T' eitfcirce the wrong, for such a teorthy eam« 
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey. 
Thus man devotes his brother, and destroys : 
And worse than all, and most to be deplor'd, 
As human nature's broadest, foulest blot. 
Chains him, and tasks him, and exacts his sweat 
With stripes that mercy with a bleeding heart 
Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast. 
Then what is man ? And what man, seeling this. 
And having human feelings, does not blush 
And hang his head, to think himself a man? 
I would not have a slave to till my ground. 
To carry me, to ta.n me while I sleep, 
And tremble when I wake, for oil the wealth 
That sinews bought and sold have ever eomU 
No ! dear as freedom is, and In mjf heart's 
Just estimation priz'd above all price, 
1 bad much rather be myself the slave, 
And wear the bonds, than fasten them on him. 



The tender ties of parent, husband, friend. 
All bomis of Nature, in thaV moment entl. 



ROSCOE HANNAH MORE MONTGOMERT. 



O most degrading of all iUs that wait 
On man, (a mourner in his best estate !) 
All other uorrows virtue may endure, 
And find submission more than half a euro ; 
But Slavery ! I Virtue dreads it as her grave 
Patience itself is meanness in a slave. 
Wait, then, the dawnin? of a brighter day, 
And snap the chain the moment -when you may 
Nature imprints upr/n whate'er wo see 
That has a heart ar/d life in it, " Be Fbkb.** 

WILLIAM ROSCOE. 

Form'd with the same capacity of pam, 
The sante desire of pleasure and of ease. 
Why feels not man for man i When nature shrinkf 
From the slight puncture of an ini>ect'& sting, 
Faints, if not si^een^d from sultry auns, and pinov 
Beneath the, bak'^tthip of an hour's delay ^ 
■ Of needful nutriment ;— when Liberty 
Is prized so dearly, that the sl:ghtest breati). 
That ruffles but her mantle, can awake 
To arms unwarlike nations, and can rouse 
Confed'rate states to vindicate her claims :— 
How shall the sufT'rer man his fellow doom 
To ills he mourns or spurns at : tear with stripes 
His quivTing. flesh ; wlth^ilnger and with thirst' 
Waste liis e,maciate frame ; in ceaseless toils 
Exhaust his vital powers ; and bind his limbs 
In galling chains ! 

HANNAH UOn-K : 

See the dire vic|iqi torn from social life, 
Tiie shrieking babe, the agonizing wife ! 
She ! wretch forlorn, is dra^g'd by hostile hands 
To distant>tyrant8, sold to aiitant lands. 
Transmitted miseries and successive chains, . 
The sole sad heritage her' child obtains ! 
E'en this last wretched boon their 'foes deny, 
To live together, or together die. 
By felon hands, by one relentless stroke. 
Sec the fond links of feeling nature broke ! 
The fibres twistiiig round a parent's heart, 
Torn from their grasp, and bleeding as they part. 

JAMES MONTGOMERY. 

Lives there a reptile baser than a slave 1 
Loathsome as death, {corrupted as the grave. 
See the dull cFe'>Ie» at his pompous board,- 
Attendant vassals cringing round their lord ; 
Satiate with food, his heavy eyelids close, 
Voluptuous minions fan him to repose; 
Prone on the noonday coach he lolls in vain, 
BeliriouR slumbers rack his mau^in brain ; 
He starts with horror fram bewildering dteam? 
His bloodshot eye with fire and frenzy gleams, 
He stalks abroad ; through all his wonted round% 
The negro trembles, and the lash resounds, 
And cries of anguish shrilling through the air, 
T& aisiaat fields his dresui approach declare. 



CAMPBELL — DARWm 



ROBERT fcjOUTHEY. 

Oh, h© Is worn with toil I the big drops run 

Down his dark cheek ! hold — hold thy merciless hand, 

Pale tyrant ! for beneath thy hard command 

O'er wearied nature sinks. The scorching sun. 

As pitiless as proud frosperity 

Darts on him his full beams ; gasping as ho iies^ 

Arraigning with his looks ihe patient skies 

While that inhuman trader lifts on high 

The nmngling scourge. O ! ye who at your ease 

Sip the blood-sweetened beverage, thoughts like thes« 

Haply ye scorn. I thank thee gracious God! 

That I do feel upon my cheek the glow 

Of indignation, Hhen beneath the rod, 

A aable brother writhes in silent woe. 

THOMAS CAMPBELL. 

And say supernal Powers ; wHo de«p]y iiMjan 

Heav'n's dark decree, unfathotnM yet by man, 

When shall the world call down to cleanse her shame, 

That embrvo spirit, yet without % name, 

That friend of Natuie, whose avenging handis 

Shall burut the Lybian's adamantlno bands I 

Who, sternly marking on his native soil, 

The blood, the tears, the anguish, axid the toil, 

ShaJL bid each righteous heart exalt, to net 

Peace to the slave, and vengeance on the free ! 

Yet, yet, degraded man ! th' expected day 
That breaks your bitter cup, is far away ; 
Trade, wealth, and fashion, ask you still to bleed, 
And holy men give scripture for the deed ; 
Scourg'd and debasM, no Briton stoops to save 
A wretch, a coward ; yes, because a slave ! 

ER/ SMUS DARWIN. 

V/rench'd the red srouige from proud Oppression's haiid*» 
And broke, curst Slavery ! tby iron bands. 

E'en now, e'en n.-»Vj on yonder .vestern shores 
Weeps pale Despair, «nd writhing Anguish roars , 
E'en now in Afric'a groves with hideous yell 
Fierce Slavbbv stalks and slips the dogs of hell ; 
From vale to vale the gathering cries rebound 
And sable nations tremble nt the sound. — 
—Who right Uie injured, and reward the brave, 
Stretch your strong arm, for ye have power to save ! 
Throned in the vaulted heart, his dread resort ; 
Inexorable Consciknce holds his court ; 
With still small voice the plots of guilt alarms, 
Bares hi» masked brow, his lifted hand disanAii ; 
But, wrapp'd in night with terrors all iiis own, 
He speaks in thunders when the deed is done. 
Hear him, ye Senates ! hear this truth sublime, 
fit vko tUlawi epfrestion share* tkt crime. 

BofaiUc GerdeH,'* 

18* 




A/rimito mry dime! A Patriet o/th9 WortA, 
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Go and do thou likewise. — Luke, Chap. X. 
JOHN HOWARD. 

He visited all Europe, (and the east,) not to survey the sumptuous- 
ness of palaces, or tlie stateliness 6f temples ; not to make accurate 
measufenienls of the remains of ancient grandeur, nor to form a 
scale of the curiosities of modern art ; not to collect medals, or to 
collate manuscripts ; but to dive into the depth of dungeons ; to 
plunge into the infection of hospitals; :to survey the mansions of sor* 
row and pain ; to take the guage and dimensions of misery, oppres* 
sion and contempt; to remember the forgotten ; to attend to the neg 
lected ; to visit the forsaken ; and to compare end collate the distres 
aes of al! men in all countries. His plan is as full of gefiius as it is 
of humanity. It was a voyage of discovery, a circumnavigation of 
charity ; and alrt;ady the benefit of his labor is felt more or less in 
every country. — Edmund Burke. 

Nature ! on thy maternal breast 

Forever be his worth engraved I 

Thy bosom only can attest 

How jnany a life his toil has saved. 

Eager, he sieer'd with every sail unfurl'd 

A friend to every clime ! a Patriot of the World ! — Wm. HayUy. 
Oh Charity ! our helpless nature's pride, 

Thou friend of him, who knows no friend beside, 

Is aught so fair beneath the heavens' gleam, 

As from thine eye the meek and pensive beam. 

Thine are the ample views that unoonf^n'd 

Stretch to the utmost walks of human kind ; 

Thine is the spirit that with widest plan 

Brother to Brother binds, and Man to JWan. Btmiia, 



THE LEGION or I.IBERTT. 



Freedom's ghnom Sun dispelling the black chaos of Slavery. 




PERCY BYSCHE SHELLEY. 

ODE TO LIBERTV. 

Ob, keener thy gaze than the Lightning's glare. 
And swifter thy step than the Earthquake's tramp ; 
Thou deafenest the rage of the Ocean ; thy stare 
Makes blind the Volcanos; the Sun's bright l^mp 
To thine is a fenfire damp. 

a 

From billow and mountain and exhalation 
The sunh'ght is darted through vapor and blast; 
From spirit to spirit, from nation to nation. 
From city to hamlet tliy dawning is cast,— 
And tyrants and slaves are like shadows of night 
In the van of the Morning Light I 



Nor where the tropics bound the realms of day. 
Was man a nobler being ; Slavery 
Had crushed him to his country's blood-stained dust ; 
Oit he was bartered for the fame of power 
Which all internal impulses destroying, 
Makes human will an article of trade ; 
Or he was changed with Christians for their gold 
And dragged to distant isles, where to tb© sound 
, Of the fie8h.manglir/g scourge, he does thei wor 
'Of all.pollutiag luxury and wealth, 
Which doubly visits on the tytants' heads, 
The long protracted fullness of their woe. 
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GEORGE GORDON BYRON. 

And thus they plod in sluggish misery, 
Ratting from sire to aon^ and age to age, 
Proud of their trampled nature, and so die, 
Bequeathing their hereditary rage 
To the new race inborn slaves, who wage 
War for their chains, and rather than be freet 
Bleed, gladiator>like, and siiil engage 
Within the same arena, wheve they seo 
Their fellows fall before, like leaves of the same tim. 

Yet let us ponder boldly— 'tis a base 
Abindonment of reason to resign 
Our rkht of lhought---our lait arid only place ' 
Of jfemge j this, at least, shall still be mioe : 
Though froni bur birth iWe faculty divine 
Is chain'd ami tortutcd^^cabin'd, cnlbb*d, cohfihed, ' 
" An3 ibted in (jarknesi^ lest tho truth shoiiltl Mhe 
Too brightly on the unprepared mind, 
The beam pours in, &r time and skill will couch the blind. 

JOHN MILTON, 

Wrote the following lines in rei^rence to the detraction wbLdI at 
sailed him on account of his writing in favor of liberty : 

I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs, . ' 

By the known rules of ancient Liberty, 

When straight a barbarous noise environs ine^ 

Of owls ^d cuckoos, asses, apes and dogs «' 
As when those hinds, that were transformed to frogi^ 

RaiI'd at Latona's twin.bonx pi'bgeny, 

Which aifier hold the sun and nioon in fee. 

But this is got by casting pearl to hogs 
That bawl for freedoih in ^etr senseless luood, 

And still revolt when TRUTH would set them free. 

License they mean when they cry liberty ; 
For who loves THAT must first be wise and good: 

But from that mark how far they rove ws see, 

For all this waste of wealth, and loss of blood. 

ON HIS BLINDNJESS. 

Cyriac, this three.year's-day these eyes, though detf 
To outward view, of blemish or of spots - 
Bereft of light, their seeing have forgot # 
Nor to their idle orbs doth sight appear 

Of sun, or moon, or star, throughout the year, 
Or jnan, or woman. Yet I argue nol ^ 
Against Heaven's hand or will ; nor bate ajot 
Of heart and hope ; but still bear up and steer 

Right onward. What supports me, dost thou ask 7 
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The conscience, friend, to have lost them bverplied 
IN LIBERTY'S DEFENCE, MY NOBLE TASK, 
Of which all Europe rings from side to side. 

This tliought might lead me through the world's vam maak^ 
Content, Siough blind, I had nc bettetiguide. 



ROBERT POLLOCK. 

Who blushed alike to be, or have a slave. — 

Unchristian thought I on what pretence soe'er, 

Of right inherited, or else Acquired ; 

Of loss, or profit, or what plea you name, 

To buy or sell, to barter, whip, and hold 

In chains a being of celestial make— • 

Of kindred form, of kindred faculties, 

Of kindred feelings, passions, thoughts, desires; 

Bom free, and heir of an immortal hope ! 

Thought villaneous, absurd, detestable ! 

Unwoifthy to be harbored in a fiend !— Cottrw of Timt 



JAMES GRAINGER. 

Ohk did the tender muse possess the power, 
Which monarchs have and monarchs ofl abuse : 
Twuuld be the fond ambition of he^ soul 
To quell tmnnio sway ; knock off the chains 
Of heart debasing slavery : give to man 
Of every color, and of every clime. 
Freedom, which stamps him image of his God. 
Then laws, Oppression's scourge, fair virtue's prop, 
Offspring of wisdom ! should impartial reign, 
To knit the whole in well accorded strife : 
Servants, not slaves ; of choice, and not compelled. 

THOMAS FRINGLE. 

Oh Slavery ! thou art a bitter draught ! 
.And twice accur^d is thy {toisoned bowl, 
Which taints with leprosy the white man's soul* 
Not less than his by whom its idregsare quafM. 
The slave sinks downs o'ercorae by cruel craft, 
Like beast of burthen on the earth to roll. 
The Master, though in luxury's lap he l.oll, 
Feeli the foai vssom, like si rankling shaft. 
Strike th.ough his reins. .As if a demon laughed, 
He, laughing, treads his victim in the dust — 
The victim of his avarice, rage, or last. 
But the poor Captive^s moan the whirlwinds waft 
# To Heaven— not unavenged. The oppressor qualtdf 
With 6ei*,ret dread, ani aharea the hell he makea. 
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GEORGE W. F. HOWARli 
LcRiv Morpeth. 
Proudly on Cressy's tented world 

The,Lion flag of England flew ; 
As proudly gleamed its crimson fold 
O'er the dun heights of Waterloo : 
But other Ijrres shall greet the brave, 
Sing now, that we liave freed the slave. 

Bright Science, tlirough each field of space, 
Has urged her mist-dispelling car, 

Coy Nature's hidden reign to trace, 
To weigh each wind, and count each sttt. 

Yet stay, thou proud Philosophy, 

First stoop to bid Mankind be Free. 

Ah ! for the tale the slave could speak, 
Ah ! for the shame of Britian's sway, 
On Afric's sands the maddened shriek, 
'Neath Indian suns the burning day : 
Ye sounds of guilt — ^ye sights of gore- 
Away I for Slavery is no mo/re. 



ALEXANDER CARLILE. 

Land of the Free! shall that proud name 
Bo blent with tyrant guilt and shame ? 
Lend al! its l istre to a land, 
Where man's o'er rules God's great command; 
Inverts the sacred order given 
To moral claims by righteous Heaven ; 
Yea, sets low Avarice above 
What gives to raan God's image— Love 
Says Mercy may her bosom steel, 
So His an alien race that feel ; 
And Justice may the blood first test^ 
Then say which counter claim is best; 
Adjudging each high claim of right, 
Just as the skin is dark or light 7 

JOSEPH ADDISON. 

What is Life? 
Tis not to stalk about and draw fresh air 
From time to tipae^ or gaze upon the son 
♦Tia to be free I— 

A day—an hour of virtuous Liberty 
Is wortn & whole eternity of bondage ! 
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JAMES THOMPSON. 

Kind pqual rule, ihc government of laws, 
And all-protecting Freedom, which alone, 
Sustains the natne and dignity of man ; 
These are not theirs. Tiie parent-sun himself 
Seems o'er this world of slaves to tyrannize. — 
Here dwells the direful sfjark, lur'd by the scent. 
Of steanaing crowds, of rank disease and death, 
He, from the partners of that cruel trade. 
Which spoils unhappy Guinea of lier sons, 
Ilcmands his share of prey — demands thernsclves. 
The stormy fates descend : one deaih involves 
Tyrants and slaves. — The Seasons. 

O great design, 
Ye sons of mercy ! O complete your work ; 
Wrench from oppression's hand the iron rod, 
And bid the cruel feel the wounds they give- 
Man knows no master save creating heaven, 
Or those whom choice and common good ordains. 

The Poem Liberty^ 

JOHN BOWRING. 

Liberty for the white, the few, 

From the oppressor's thrall. 
Nay I but Liberty, Liberty too, 

For the blacks, for ALL I 
Slavery shall not stanip her ban 

On any men, or man. 

Despised there is none, degraded none j 

Each holds its ordered place, 
But 't.ii man, usurping man alone, 

Who hath stigmatized his race ; 
Who hath given his fellow — O shame ! O duunel 

A 8lave*8 ignoble name. 

JOHN ANGELL JAMES. 
How great and noble will your nation appear ; how uni&sd will 
H be; and how prepared for every glorious mora! enterprise, when 
this plague.spot shall be effaced from her body, and this cause of in- 
ternal weakness removed ; then when your eagle shall no longer be 
seen with the blood of the slave upon his talons, or the foul impurU 
tyof the slave's tyrant upon his plumage, how majestically will he 
•oar amidst the full blazeSf li^rty, and piety, with an eye that neT* 
er blinks, and a wing that never v/<^anes ; the symbol m voot owe 
glory, and the object of admiratioh to the world. 
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JOHN LOCKE. 

Slavery is so vile and miserable an estate of man, and so directly 
op))osite to the generous temper and courage of our nation, that it is 
hard to be conceived that an Englishman, much less a gentleman, 
phould plead for it. The natural liberty of man is to be free from 
any superior power on earth, and not to be under the will of legisla- 
tive authority of man, but to have only the law of Nature for his 
rule. The liberty of man, in society, is to be under no other legisla- 
tive power, but that esiablishcd, by consent, in the commonwealth; 
nor under the dommion of any will, or restraint of any law, but 
what that legislature shall enact, according to the trust put in it. 
Every body has a property in his own }>erson that nobudy lias any 
right to but Iiimself. The labor of his body and the work of his 
hands we may say are properly his. — Treatise on Government 



ADAM SMITH. 

Though the wear and tear of a free servant be equally at the ex- 
pense of his master, it generally costs him much less than that of a 
slave. The fund destined for replacing or repairing, if I niay say so, 
the wear and tear of the slave, is commonly managed by a negligent 
master or careless overseer. That destined for performing the same 
office witli regard to the free man, is managed by the free man him* 
self The disorders which generally prevail in the economy of the 
rich, naturally iufroduce themselves in!o the management of the 
former ; the strict frugality and parsimonious attention of the poor, 
as naturally establish themselves in that of the latter. Under such 
diflerenl management, the same purpose must require very different 
degrees of expense to execute it. If great improvements are 
seldonj to be expected from great proprietors, they are least of ail 
to be expected when they employ slaves for their workmen. The 
experience of all ages and nations, I believe, demonstrates that the 
work done by slaves, though it appears to cost only their mainte* 
nance, ia in the end the dearest of any. A person who can acquire 
no property, can have no interest but to eat as much, and to labor 
as little as possible. Whatever work he does beyond what is suffi 
cient to purchase his own maintenance, can be squeezed out of him 
by violence only, and not by any interest of his own. In ancient 
Italy, how much the cultivation of corn degenerated, how unprofi 
table it became to the roaster, when it fell under the management of 
slaves, is remarked by both Piiny and Columella. In the time of 
Aristotle it had not been much better in ancient Greece. 

As the profit and success of the cultivation which is carried on by 
means of cattle, depend very much upon the good management of 
those cattle ; so the profit and success of that which is carried on by 
Slaves, must depend equally upon the good management of th(»e 
slaves; and in the good management of their slaves, the French 
planters, I think it is generally allowed, are superior to the English. 
The law, so far as it gives some weak protection to the slave agaiusl; 
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the violence of his master, is likely to be better executed in a colony 
where tlie government is in a great measure arbitrary, than in one 
where it is altogether frno. In every country where the unfortunato 
law of slavery is .'♦..,> wishqd, the magislratc, when he protects the 
slave, intermeddles in some measure in the management of the i)ri- 
vate property of the master ; and, in a free country, where the mas- 
ter is perhaps cith.cr a member of the colony assembly, or an elector 
of such a member, he dares not do tiiis, but with the greatest cau- 
tion and circumspection. The respect which he is obliged lo pay lo 
the master, renders it more uiiticult for him to proteci, the slave. But 
in a country where the government is in a great measure arbitrary, 
where it is usual 'for the magistrate to intermeddle even in tlu; pri- 
vate property of individuals, and to send them, perhaps, a Icttre dc 
cachet, if they do not manage it according to his liking, it is much 
easier for him to give some piotection to the slave ; and cuunnon hu. 
nianity naturally disposes him lo do so. The prolection of the ma- 
gistrate renders the slave less contemptible in the eyes of his master, 
who is thereby induced to consider him with more legard, and lo 
treat him witii more gentleness. Gentle ut;agc renderis the slave not 
ojily more faithful, but more intelligent, and therefore, upon a dou- 
ble account, more useful. He approaches more to the conditioi- of a 
free servant, and may po.-scss some degree of integrity and at ach- 
ment to his master's inlevest ; virtues wliich frequently belong to free 
servants, but which can never belong lo a slave,' who is treated as 
slaves commonly are in countries where the master is prefectly free 
and secure. That the condition of a slave is better under aji arbi- 
trary than under a free government, is, I believe, supported by tho 
history of all ages and nations. — Wealth of Nations. 

WILLIAM PALEY. 

I define slavery to be an obligation to labor for the benefit of the 
master, without the contract or consent of the servant." This ob- 
ligation may aiise, consistently with the law of Nature, from three 
causes : 1. From crimes. 2. From captivity. 3, From debt. In 
the first case, the continuance of the slavery, as of any o*^:er punish-- 
nient, ought to be proportioned to the crime; in the second and third 
cases, it ought to cease, as soon as the demand of tlic injured na- 
tion, or private creditor, is satisfied. 

The slave trade upon the coast of Africa is not excused by these 
principles. When slaves in that country are brought to market, no 
questions, I believe, are asked about the origin or justice of the ven. 
der's title. It may be presumed, therefore, tliat ihis title i« not al- 
ways, if it be ever, founded in any of the causes above assigned. 

But defect of right in the first purchase is the least crime, with 
which this trafiick is chargeable. The natives are excited to war and 
mutual depredation, for the sake of supplying their contracts, or 
furnishing the market with slaves. With this the wickedness begins. 
The slaves, torn away from parents, wives, children, from their 
friends and companions, their fields and flocks, their home and coun- 
try, are transported to the European settlements in America, witlj 
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no other accommodation on ship-board than what is provided for 
brutes. This is tho second stage of cruelty ; from which the miscra, 
bio exiles are delivered, only to be placed, and that for life, in sub. 
jection to a dominion and system of laws, the most merciless and ty. 
rannical that ever were tolerated upon the face of the earth : and 
from all that can be learned by the accounts of the people upon tho 
spot, the inordinate authority, which the plantation laws confer 
upon the slaveholder, is exercised, by tho Euglish slaveholder es- 
pecially, with rigor and brutality. 

But necessity is pretended ; the name under which every enormity 
is attempted to be justified. And, after all, what is the necessity? 
It has never been proved that the land could not be cultivated there, 
as? it is here, by hired servants. It is said that it could not be cul- 
tivated wkh quite the same conveui^ncy and cheapness, as by tho 
labor of slaves ; by which means a pound of sugar, which the plan- 
ter now sells for sixpence, could not be afforded under six pence half 
penny ; — and this is the necessity .'-^Principles of floral and Po. 
litical Philosophy. 



THOMAS CHALMERS. 

I shall never withhold the tribute of my reverence from that go, 
vernment which put an end to the atrocities of the slave-trade. I 
shall never forget the triumph, which, in that proudest day of Bri. 
tain's glory, the cause of humanity gained within the walls of our 
enlightened parliament. Let my right hand forgot her cunning, ere 
I forget that country of my birth, where, in defiance to all tho 
clamors of mercantile alarm, every calculation of interest was given 
to the wind, and braving every hazard, she nobly resolved to shake 
off the whole burden of infamy, which lay upon her. I shali never 
forget, that how to complete the object in behalf of which she has so 
honorably led the way, she has walked the whole round of civilized 
society, and knocked at the door of every government of Europe, 
and lifted her imploring voice for injured Africa, and plead with tho 
mightest monarchs of the world, the cause of her outraged shores, 
and her distracted families. I can neither shut my heart nor my 
eyes to the fact, that at this moment she is stretching forth the pro- 
tection of her naval arm, and shielding, to the uttermost of her 
vigor, that coast where an inhuman avarice is still plying its guilty 
devices, and aiming to perpctuaie among an unoffending people, a 
trade of cruelty, with all the horrid train of its terrors and abomina^^ 
tions. Were such a government as this to be swept from its base, 
either by the violence of foreign hostility, or by the hands of her 
own misled ai^d infatuated children, I should never cease to deplore 
it as the deadliest interruption, whichever had been given to th© 
interests of human virtue, and to the march of human' improve- 
ment." — Thoughts on Peace. 

The multiplicity, and the fearful aggravation, of the unredressed 
wrongs inflicted every day by man upon his fellows — The history of 
human society teems with these , and the unappeased cry, whether 
for 1 cngeance or reparation, rises to heaven because of them. We 
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might here expatiate on the moijstrons, the wholesale atrocities, per- 
petrated on ihe defer < oless by the strong^ ; and which cufitom hsa 
almost legalized — having stoi-d their ground against the indignation 
of the upright and the good for many ages. Perhaps for the most 
gigantic example of this, in the dark annais of our guilty world, we 
should turn our eyes upon injured Africa — that devoted region, where 
the lust of gain has made the fiercest and fellest exhibition of its har- 
dihood ; and whose weeping families are broken up in thousands 
every year, that the families of Europe might the more delicately 
and luxuriously regale themseves. It is a picturesque, and seems a 
powerful argument for some futdre day of retribution, when we look 
on the one hand, to the prosperity of the lordly oppressor, wrung 
from the sufferings of a captive and pubjugaled people; and look, on 
the other, to the tears and the untold agony of the hundreds beneath 
him, whose lives of dreariness and hard labor arc tenfold embittered, 
by the imagery of that dear and distant land, from which they hav» 
been irrecoverably torn." — Natural' Theology, 



WILLI A.M SINCLAIR. 

Scotland, thou hast not slept ! for years on years 
Thou hast denounced the trade of blood and tears ; 
Ye» still thine arm is powerful — other climes 
Traffic in blood, and shame the world with crimes.* 
America— the temple of the Free — 
The boasted scene and stage of liberty,—- 
Dark with oppression, groans beneath a load 
Unjust to man and hateful unto God, 
Blacker and fouler, stained with deeper shame, 
Because it rests on Freedom's lofty name ; 
Then let thy means be ever freely given. 
Thine influence lent, thy prayers ascend to heaven. 
Thy triumph-banner never more be furled, 
Till freedom reijrns — oppression flies the world ! 
Edinburgh. July 30, 1834.' 

V7ILLIAM MACLURE. 

The language of children in all countries where negroes are the 
nurses and servants, is' ifficient proof of the' imitation of sounds '» 
end a further examination of ^he characters formed by the unfortu- 
nate mixture of abject submission, cringing flattery, ^nd low, artful 
cunning, would finish the disagreeable picture of the characters of 
those, so unfortiuiate as to have slaves for their first companions and 
teachers. 

Of all the animals, man or what is called the better or higher or 
ders, is the only class that do not attend to the instruction of tiieit 
offspring themselves, but leave that essential duty to hirelings. We 
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ihould naturally suppose, that in doing so, they would at least en** 
ploy all their, faculties of discriminalicn and selection, in the choice 
of the person or persons to wlioin they delegated that important trust; 
that they would surround their innocent progeny, with mildness, 
benevolence, friendship and good wiU towards man : so that every 
action they saw, and every expression they heard, should breathe 
nothing but peace, unanimity and friendly fueling, towards the whole 
human species. But how are these objeci^ efF«ct,ed, when the forma- 
tion of the iofant mind is entrusted to an untaught and therefore ig- 
norant slave ? 

Slaves, in this free country, though physically better treated, yet 
morally, by the contrastf are in a much more tantalizing situation, 
than in countries under despotism, where ail are a kijid of slaves, 
and not a ray of freedom flashes across the dismal field of universal 
coercion. When comparing their destiny with those around them, 
their motives for disobedience, discontent, revenge, &c. are much 
stronger, than in countries, wb?re the chain of arbitrary power, 
though lighter near f he source, yet weighs more or less heavily on all 
classes and descriptions of men. 

In all countries where there are slaves, whether while or black, 
there is a perpetual war between force and fraud. The master, as 
legitimate owner of all production of the slave, seizes the whole, and 
the slave, to recover part for his own use, exercises his ingenuity to 
purloin, what has been considered by law and habit, the property of 
the master. This alternation of legal and illegal hostilities, leaves 
both parties in a state of irritable retaliation, manifested by force on 
the part of the master, and retorted by cunning, subterfuge, deceit, 
and hypocrisy, by the slave ; a state of society which, while it clothes 
the master with an arbitrary power, necessary to its continuance, in- 
creases the temptation to crime on the part of the slave : and ihus 
becomes the cause of a partial demoralization of both. Between this 
high-handed violence, and low, deceitful cunning, can the imitative 
minds of chili'ren become otherwise than corrupted and vitiated ? 

It is the monopoly of property, knowledge and power, that has 
supported the assumed superiority of the whites over the colored peo- 
pie in all the European colonies. In Mexico, the vast number of 
native Mexicans must command pcwer, when property and know 
ledge shall lend their assistance, and join the strongest. 

The tyranny of the strongest over the weakest hasl)een manifested 
in all states of society, even where civilization has made some pro- 
gress. Tlie women are prevented, by the oppr*»'jsion,of men, from 
being so useful either to themselves or others, as they would be, if 
freed from the arbitrary control of those who are only superior to 
than in physical strength. The improvement of mankind, has lost 
the aid and assistance of half the population, by the education of 
women being coiifincd. 
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JEREMY BENTHAM. 

As sonii as slavery is cKtabii&hed, it becomes the lot of the great, 
est iiuuibur. A master cotmls lus slaves an flocks, by liiuulreds, 
by thousands, by lens of thousands. The advaulajje is only on the 
side of' a single per.-^oii ; thedi.sadvanlages are on the side of the mul- 
tiuide. If tne evils of ^ avery were not great, ils extent alone would 
stiflico to iiiake it cons derable. GtMierally s /caking, and every 
coiis.doia ion apart, Ihtre can therefore, be no ground Ibr hesitation 
beiAvceii Uie lo.is iha: wo.iid result to the masters from enfi anchise- 
nien , and the gain which would result from it to the slaves. 

Aiu»;her strong augument against slavery may be drawn from its 
infhii iice upon the vveai.h and power of nations. A free man pro- 
ducL's iMvtic liiau a slave- !Set at liberty all the slaves which a i:?as. 
ter pu.ss{;sst;s, iij:s master v. ould, without duubl, lose a part of his 
property ; but slaves taken toge her would produce not only what 
lie loat , but si ill more. But happiness cannot be augti«en'ed with 
abundance, whilst public power increases in the same proportion. 

Two circiimsiauces concur in diiminishing the produce of slaves, 
the absence of the slunulus of reward, and the insecurity of their 
condiiioji. 

It is easily percoived that the fear of punisjunent is little likely to 
draw from a lal»orer all the industry of which he is capable, all the 
work he can iuini.<-h.. Fear leads him to liide his powers rather 
than to show tliom ; to remain l)elow rather than to sur])ass him- 
self 

By a work of supererogation, ho would prepare punishment for 
him;i(lf; he would only raise the measure of his ordinary duties by 
displaying superior capacity. His ambition is the reveise of that 
of a freeman ; and he seeks to descend in the scale of indu.-try, rath- 
er than lo a^Cl•nd. Not only does he product; less; he constimcs 
more, not in cnjoyTnenl, but lavishly, wastefully, and by bad econo- 
niv. Oi:'wliat imporiance lo him are interests which are not his 
own ? Every thing which yaves his labor is a gain for him ; every 
thing which lie allows to be lost, is only the loss of his master. Why 
should he invent new methods of doing more or better ? In making 
improvements he must think j and thinking it a labor to which no 
one gives himself without a motive. Degraded to a beast of burden, 
a slave never raises himself above a blind routine, and one genera* 
tioii succeeds another without any progress in improvement. 

, Principles of the Civil Code. 

The liappiness of the people ought to be the aim of the legislator; 
general utility ought to be the principle of reasoning in legislation. 
What is conformable lo utility, or to the interest of a community, ia 
whatever lends to augment the sum-tolal of the happiness of the in- 
dividuals composing that community. Moral good is a good only 
because of its tendency to produce physical (and mental) good ; moral 
evil is bad only because of its tendency to produce physical (and 
menial) evil. 
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FRANCES WRIGHT. 

Mfii are virtuous in proportion as they are happy, and happy in 
proportion as they arc free. This truth is exemplified in the history 
of modem as of ancient times. Every where knowledge, mental re- 
finement, and the gentler, as the more ennobling, feelings of hu- 
manity, have kept pace, influx or reflux, with the growth or depres- 
sion of the spirit of freedom. 

Liberty without equality, what is it but a chimera ? and equality, 
what is it also but a ciiimera unless it extend to all the enjoyments, 
exertions, and advantages, intellectual, and physical, of which our 
nature is capable ? . 

By political liberty we may understand the liberty of ppcech and 
of action without incurring the violence of authority or tho penalties 
of law. By moral liberty may we not understand the free exercise 
of the liberty of speech and action,' without incurring the intolerance 
of popular prejudice and ignorant public opinion ? 

The strength of the prejudice of color, as existing in the United 
States and in the European colonies, can in general be little con- 
ceived, and less understood in the old continent ; yet, however whim- 
sical it may there appear, is it, in fact, more ridiculous than the Eu- 
ropean prejudice of birth ? The superior excellence which the one 
supposes in a peculiar descent, or merely in a peculiar name, the 
other imagines in a peculiar complexion or set of features ; and per- 
haps it is only by considering man in many countries, and observing 
all his varying and contradictory prejudices, that we can discever the 
equal absurdity of all. 

There is a vulgar persuation, that the ignorance of women, by 
favoring their subordination, ensures their utility. 'Tis the same ar- 
gument employed by the rulinj^ few against the subject many in aris- 
tocracies ; by the rich against the pwr in democracies; by the learned 
professions against the people in. all countries. And let us observe, 
that if good in one ease, it fjhould be good in all ; and that, unless 
you are prepared (o adfnit that you are yourselves less industrious in 
proportion to your intelligence, you must abandon the position with 
respect to others. But, in fact, who is it among men that beat 
itniggle with difficulties ? — the strong minded or the weak ? Who 
meet with serenity adverse fortune ?~the wise or the foolish ? Who 
accommodate themselves to irremediable circumsta? ces ? or when 
remediable, who control and mould them at will ? — the intelligent or 
the ignorant ? Let your answer in your own case be your answer in 
that of women. 



WILLIAM THOMPSON. 

The few intelligent and benevolent men v/j > are clear sighted 
enough to see their interest in refraining from , he Viv. of an odious 
power of making their fellow-creatures wretchef. , tdi>«.? !ie useless- 
ness of such power to good purposes. Why is therefefs Jh>f? pesti- 
ferous power to oppress retained ? Not by the wise ^- o.^i, at 
the ignorant and brutal for bad purposes ; to save theri the tnt^ kti 
of cultivating their intellectual powers, of learniniif the art of per- 
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Buading, of convincing the understanding of their equals, of influ- 
encing by the cultivaticn of sympathy and benevolence ! To save 
Buch troublesome, such unmanly operations, the brute, though pos- 
sessing superior strength and affecting the self complacency of su- 
perior knowledge, — means abundantly sufficient, if not more than 
sufficient for all purposes of useful influence^ — seizes on the power to 
command ; and from that moment seals his own misery, as far as 
dependent on his connexion in marriage, with the degradat ion of his 
slave. If this power of command, not necessary for any useful pur. 
poses, not used by the good, is still retained, what docs it prove ? 
That it is retained for bad purposes, for gratifying the lust of domi- 
nation of the stronger over tlie weaker, for securing to the stronger 
all those exclusive means of happiness which he may think fit to re- 
serve to hiwiself, for gratifying him with the vicious pleasure of hold- 
ing the destinies, the happiness or misery of another human being, 
at his absolute and unaccountable will, that he may be enabled, if so 
inclined, to exercise all the passions of a fiend on his caged victim, 
to whom death, or his destruction, is the only refuge from his perse- 
cution ; all human aid, all human sympathy barred out. Deepotisra 
is a power which will never be accepted of by the wise and good, 
which can be sought for by the ign6rant and the wicked alone. — Ap. 
peal of Women. 

JOHN MASON GOOD. 

We have instances of a black man being suddenly bleached into 
a white man. These instances are indeed of rare occurrence; but 
they are sufficient to sliow the absurdity of the argument for a plu- 
rality of human stocks 'or species, from a mere difference in the color 
of the skin ; an argument thus proved to be altogether superficial, 
and which we may gravely assert to be not more thm skin-deep. 
The whole difference between "the cranium of a Negro and that of 
an European is in no respect greater than that which exists between 
the cranium of the wild boar and that of the domestic swine. Those 
who are in possession of Daubenton'a drawings of the two, must be 
sensible of this the first moment they compare them together. 

Nor is it to a few casual individuals among the black tribes, ap- 
pearing in distatit countries, and at distant aeras, that we have to look 
for the clearest proofs of human intelligence. At this moment, scat- 
tered like their own oases, their islands of beautiful verdure, over the 
eastern and western deserts of Africa, multitud^esof little principali- 
ties of Negroes are still existing, — multitudes that have of late years, 
been detected and are still delecting, whose national virtues would 
do honour to the most polished states of Europe. 

JOHN STEWART. 
It is from the fatal preponderance of passion over reason, that the 
atrocious and damnable Trade in Human Flesh is sanctified ; an 
met BO infamous, that could all the crimes which history record* be 
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collected and consolidated into one, it would lose its nature of atrocity 
and become a virtue, when placed in comparison with the slave-trade, 
considered in its double flagitiousness of first buying the human species 
and then destroying them. It is inconceivable, tliat an assembly of a 
nation can be guilty of an act, that no individual who has not degraded 
himself below his species, and familiarized his ear to the association of 
his name with that of viViuin and scoundrel but would feel a horror of 
committing. Though legislative accomplices may cover his shame, 
and screen him from public censure, yet how, in the name of truth, if 
he possesses a well-organized mind and body, and but a common 
share of reflection, (or rather the pre-eminent and characteristic share 
of an Englishman,) how can he esteem himself, when conscience will 
ever upbraid him with the participation in an act whose flagitiousness is 
so great, that un/css he renounces the character of man, his very share 
would be sufficient to sink bim into the most ignominious contempt, 
and draw upon him more remorse than would the catalogtie of all tlie 
acted and imagined crimes in nature. — Tht Moral State of J^ations, 

SIR WILLIAM JONES. 

I pass with haste by the coast of Africa, whence my mind turns 
with indignation at the abominable traflic in the human species, from 
which a part of our countrymen dare to derive their inausjjicious wealth, 
Su^ar, it has been said, would be dear if it were not worked by blacks ; 
' as if the most laborious, the most dangerous works were not carried 
on in every country by freemen j in fact, they are so carried on with 
infinitely more advantage, for t!iere is alacrity in a consciousness of 
freedom, and a gloomy, sullen indolence in a consciousness of slavery. 
But let sugar be as dear as it may, it is better to eat none, to eat honey, 
if sweetness only be palatable ; better to eat aloes or coloquintida, than 
violate a primary law of nature, impressed on every heart not imbruted 
by avarice j than rob one human creature of those eternal rights of 
wliich no law upon earth can justly deprive him. 

EDWARD LYTTON BULWER. 

It is in vain that they oppose OPINION ; any thing else they may 
subdue. They may conquer wind, water, nature itsejf ; but to the 
progress of that secret, subtile, pervading spirit, their imagination can 
devise, their Strength can accomplish, no bar ; Us votaries they may 
seize, they may destroy ; itself, they cannot touch. If they check it in 
one place, it invades them in another. They cannot build a wall 
across the whole earth ; and even if they could, it would pass over its 
summit! Chains cannot bind it, for it is immaterial — nor dungeons 
enclose it, for it is universal. Over the faggot and the scaffold — over 
the bleeding bodies which they pile against its path, it sweeps on with 
a noiseless, but unceasing march. Do they bring armies against it, it 
presents to them no palpable object to oppose. Its camp is the 
universe; its asylum the bosoms of their own soldiers. Let them 
depopulate, destroy as they please, to each extremity of the earth ; but 
as long as they have a single supporter themselves — as long as they 
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leave a single individual into wljorn that spirit can enter, so long they 
will have the same labora to encounter, and the same enemy to subdue. 
Tke Spanish Pairiol Riego''s Rejlectmi's oti Tyrants. 



Oh, Freedom ! with prophet's voice, 
Bid tiie cufia of tiie earth rejoice ! 
Wiierever the proud are strong, 
And riglit is oppressed by wrong — 
Wherever the dim day shines, 
Through fiie cell where the captive pines. — 
Go forth vviilt a trumpet's sound ' 
And tell to the nations round — 
On the hills where the heroes trod, — 
In tlie shrines of tlie saints of God, — 
In the ruler's hr.!l and the nnartyr's prison, 
That tlie slumber is broke and the sleeper arisen I 
That the day of the scourge and the fetter is o'er. 
And earth feels the tread of tlie freeman once more I 

HENRY BROUGHAM. 

Tell me not of rights — talk not of the properly of the planter in 
his slaves. 1 den}^ tha ri^ht— I acknowledge not the property. The 
principles, the feelings, of our common nature, rise in rebellion against 
it Be the appeal made to tlie understanding or lo the heart, the sen- 
tence is the same that rejects it. In vain yoit tell me of laws that 
sanction such a claim ! There is a law above all the enactments of ' 
human codes — the same throughout the world, the same in all times — 
such as it was before the daring genius of Columbus pierced the night 
of ages, and opened to one world the sources of power, wealth, and 
knowledge; to another, all unutterable woes; such I«:*^3 at this day: 
it is the law written by the finger of God on the heart of man ; and by 
that law, unchangeable and eternal, while men despise fratwl, and 
loathe rapine, and abhor lilood, they shall reject with indignation the 
wild and guilty fantasy, that man can hold property in man! In vain 
you appeal to treaties, to covenants between nations. The covenants 
of the Almighty, whether the old or the new, denotmce such unholy 
pretensions. To those laws did they of old refer, who maintained the 
African trade. Such treaties did they cite, and not untruly; for by 
one aliiimeful compact, you bartered the glorifs of Blenheim for the 
traffic in blood ! Y"et, m despite of law and of treaties, that infernal 
tratfic is now destroyed, and its votaries put to death like other pirates. 
How came thi.s change to pass ? Not assurcilly by parliament leading 
the way; but the country jit length awoke; the "indignation of the 
people was kindled ; it descended in thunder, and smote the traffic, 
and scatt ered its guilty profits to the winds 

One word before I sit down, and that shall be in reference to those 
other countrifs which, by a singular coineidencv, obtained their freedom 
about the same period when we began our titfective struggle — the Antcri- 
cans having obtained their poliiical freedom about the time when Thornas 
Clarkson began t(« agitate the question of tlie slave-trade, and the 
French having obtained their restoration to freedom in the very same 
month when Yorkshire enabled us, by the spirit which it then exhibited, 
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to iiccomplish the great object of emancipation, for wliich \vc had 
previously so long struggle<i in vain. That being the case, is it not 
melunchoiy as it regards France — is it not unspeakably mournful — 
nay, is it not absolutely monstrous (I use the term witliont meaning 
offence,) as regards America — is it not matter of the profoundest won- 
der, that in a country which boasts of being the fjecrf, (and, polilically 
speaking, it is one oi the freest on the face of the eartli,) should bo the 
country which seems to cUng tlie most closely to the slavery of the 
negroes, a slavery which when compared with the fttt(?rs which they 
"(the Americans) so nobly burst asunder, iw their resistance to the 
oppressions of the mother country, may be compared to straws laid 
upon the back of a camel ? (Cheers,) Can this endure — can such 
an anomaly be perpetuated — can so gross, so violent, so egregious 
an. inconsist<;ncy confinue among 13,000,000 of enlightened men / I 
pronounce it itnpossible. (Hear, hear.) I have always stood forward 
as the fast f iend of America. J have no doubt that the advice I now 
give her in the spirit of candor and friendship, will be received by her 
m the spirit in which it is offered. 

THOMAS FOWELL BUXTON. 

Mr. T. F. Baxton, in bringing forward his promised motion on the 
subject of the slave-trade, observed, that no person who had not ivit- 
nessed the atrocities of that abominable tralKc, could have an adequate 
conce|ftion of the crimes, miseries, and cruelties to which it gave rise. 
He n qud^sted the attention of the house to facta which he should lay 
before them froin parliamentary documents — facta that indicated the 
extent to wliicli the slave-trade was now canied on. 

In three years and a half, 1 50,537 slaves were introduced into Brazil 
through the single port of llio d« Janerio. But ti»is did not include the 
whole nutn!>!'r departed fio.n Africa ; it only extended to the number 
introduced alive: we know nothing of the amount of njortality that 
ocmrred auiong the slaves on their passage. In 1830 the slave-trade 
had b"en legally abolished, notwithstanding which, however, he vvas 
sorry to say it now proceeded with almost as much activity «fe ever. 
This he gathered from the report of the Minister of Marine to the 
LegislatiA'e Assetubly, which was as follows: — "Rio dc Janeiro, June 
17, 18.'>3. — Well known are the tricks reported to by spectilators, as 
sordid as t\}oy are ciiseinai, to continue the disgraceful traffic in slaves, 
in' spite of all the legir'Iative provision? and orders issued respecting it, 
which have bee.i most scandalously eluded. It, therefore, app^;ars 
necessary to the government to have rec:ourse to the most effieacious 
means, which are, to arm a sufficient number of small vessels to form 
a sort of cordon sanit-iire, which may prevent the access to our sliorcs 
of those swarms of Africans that are continually poured forth from 
ships employed in so abominable a traffic." 

Before conchiding, he would mention one fact, which had made a 
greater imjirtrssion on his mind than almost any thing else. In addition 
to the desolation which this shameful traffic created in Africa, it wa 
the cause of the deitructiou of nrt less than 100,000 persons, year by 



SS8 ELIZABETH HEYRICK — HARRIET MARTINEAU. 



ysar, and this large number of human be ings were sacrificed for the 
urpose of enriching miscreants, the acknowhidgod enemies oi' the 
unian race, who, if justice had been done, woukl U!idoul)tt dly have 
died the deutli of murderers and pimtes. (Hear, hear.) — SpeecU in the 
Bntitli House of Commons, JUay, 12, 1835. 

ELIZABETH HEYRICK. 

An immediate emancipation is the object to be aimed at ; it is more 
wise and rational — more politic and safe, as well as niore just and 
humane, than gradual emancipation. The interests, moral and |.olitiral, 
temporal and eternal, of all parlies concerned, will be best pioiiuifod 
by immediute emancipation. 1'he sooner the planter is obhiird lo 
abandon a system which torments him with perpetual alHrnus ol ifisur- 
rection and massacre — which keeps him in the most dtbasiny moial 
bondage — subjects hun to a tyranny, of all others the most inju-ious 
and destructive, that of sordid and vindictive passions; the sooner he 
is obliged to adopt a more hun»ane and more "bicrative jjolicy in the 
cultivation of his plantations; the sooner the over- la bond, ciouehmg 
slave is converted into a free laborer — his compulsory, unn inuneraic d 
toil, under the impulse of the cart-wliip, exchanged for chej-rful, well 
recompensed industry, — his bitter sufferings for peaceful enjoyment — 
his deep execration of his merciless tyrants, for respectful nltachment 
to his humane and equitable masters ; the sooner the government and 
the people of this country purify themselves from the guilt of supporting 
or tolerating a system of such monstrous injustice, produ< tive of such 
complicateci enormities — the sooner all this mass of impolicy, crime, 
and suffering,, is got rid of, the better. 

HARRIET MARTINEAU. 

I believe that I have heard eveiy argument that can possibly be 
adduced in vindication or palliationjaf slavery, under any circumstances 
now existijjg; and I declare that of all displays ofint6llectual perversion 
and weakness, that I have witnessed, I have met with none so hum- 
bling and so melancholy as the advocacy of this institution. I declare 
that I know the whole of its theory; — a declaration that I dare not. 
make with regard to, 1 think, any other subject whatever: the result 
is that I believe there is nothing rational to be said in vindication* or 
palliation of the protraction of siaveiy in the United States. 

Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana^ present the extreme case of 
the fertility of the soil, the prosperity of proprietors and the woes of 
slaves. I found that the Virginians spoke with sorrow and contempt 
of the treatment of slaves in North and South Carolina ; South Carolina 
and Georgia, of the treatment of slaves in the richer states to the we^: 
and in these last, I found the case too bad to admit of aggravation. It 
was in these last that the most heart-rending disclosures were made to 
me by the heads of families of their state of society, and of their own 
intolerable sufferings in it — Society in Jlmerica* 
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All men are equal in Iheir birth, 

Heirs of the earlii and skies ; 
All meu'aro equal when that earth 

Fades from their dying eyes. 

O ! let men hasten to restore 

To ail, their rights of love ; 
In power and wealth exult no ■>)t£»re ; 

In wisdom lowly move. 

Yo great ! renounce your eartli-bom pride, 

Ye low ! your shame and fear : 
Live as yo worship, side by side ; 

Your common claims revere. 

BENJAMIN GODWIN. 

It is a man's interest, we know, to use hia cattle well nrid to ta'to 
care that those who work them treat diem properly; but, notwith- 
standing this, does not the brute creation groan under the cruelties of 
man? How many are injured through mere wantoness! how many 
through thoughtlessnfess ! and how many a noble animal has been 
shamefully abused in the rnosnent of passion ! Besides, the owners of 
catlle are' not always with them, and may even never see many of 
them; and men who have no'interest in them may have the i;are and 
the working of them. Certainly in the opinion of our legislature, this 
motive was not deemed sufficient, or why was an Act of Parliament 
passed to prevent cruelty to animals ? And for similar reasons the 
mterest of the slave-owner in his slaves is no sufficient security against 
ill treatment. Thoughtlessness, wantonness, inebriety, the ebullitions 
of anger, or that irritation which blinds the mind even to a man's own 
interests, may work misery to the slave — as in the ciise of the young 
gentleman already mentioned, who shot a slave for sport; or of Mr. 
and Mrs. Moss, for instance, who by a series of cruelties, destroyed a 
female who might long have ser%'ed them. 

E. S. ABDY. 

To talk of a slave's labor being due to his master, is to insult com- 
mon sense and common decency. While the latter can coin dollars 
out of the sweat and tears of his victim he will do so, "The law 
allows it, and the court awards it." It is this clause, however, in the 
constitution, which renders the free states tributary to the ambition of 
tlie slave states, and accessories to all their guilt ; — H»akes the boasted 
asylum of the persecuted, the prison-house of the unfortunate ; and 
converts the guanlians of liberty, into the turnkeys of its assassins. 

I can truly end honestly declare, that the ord*.?rly and obliging be- 
haviour, I observed among them, the decent and comfortable arrange- 
ments I witnessed in their houses— the anxiety they expressed foj the 
education of their ciiildren, and their dwn improvement — the industry 
wliich was apparent in all^ about them, and the intelligence which 
marked their conversation— tht ir sympathy for one another, and the 
respect they maintained for themselves — the absence of vindictive 
ieelmg against the whites," and the gratitude they evinced towards 
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every one who treats them with common civility and regard, — fur sur- 
passed the expectation I had formed, of finding among them some- 
thing more elevated than the instinct of monkeys united to the passions 
of men. They are " not only almost, but altogether sucli as" the 
white man — except the bonds he has fastened on their bodies or their 
minds. — Residence and Tour in the United States, Jb33 — 1835. 

WESTMINSTER REVIEW. 

If the reader rises from the perusal of these volumes of E. S. Ahdy 
with a highly reduced opinion of American intelh ct and morals, and 
a strong sense of the insult put upon the liberals of Europe bv the 
affectation of fraternity with which ihey have been honored, it n fH be 
nccompanied with an increased hatred of oppres-sion, and increased 
love of liberty as a principle. With a form of govern»nent vastly more 
favorable for human improvement than that of their English progenitors, 
the Americans, probably from the effect of climate, which has pro- 
duced so many other variations in the anima! kingdom, have gone 
backward and not forward, and present a caricature of ail the worst 
qualities of the worst Englishmen of the worst times. Slavery is so 
utterly abhorrent to every respectable individual in this country, that 
it Would be a waste of argtiment to reason against its continuam-e ; 
while those who have profited by it, like others who have been guilty 
of nefarious practices, are beyond the pale of reason on the subject. 

The tearing asunder family ties, the banishment, the mart, the 
jealous confinement and surveillance of new masters, the whole horrors 
of the slave- trade, are brought info active operafion in the heart of the 
United States, whose citizens the while,'expect to sit af table with 
civilized' men, and be treated with more reverence than the kindred 
barbarians of Ashantee. 

Bad as is the state of the slaves in the more northern states, they 
uniformly regard the South with more horror than our thieves at home 
do the hulks. The loss by death alone to the Louisiana planters, in 
brmging slaves from the North, is estimated at twenty-five per cent. 
The sugar factories and rice swamps, the slaves know to be rapid 
and rough highroads to the grave. And they are well acquainted with 
tlie stories of the greater rigor of the southern drivers. It is true that 
the more respectable Virginian proprietors decline selling their negr<>e3 
80 long as they conduct themselves to their satisfaction, and even make 
this rule in. some degree g point of honor. 

Mr. Abdy's book reads a moral lesson to" the American peopfe 
which cannot be too much insisted on. It is the right of the civilized 
world to combine in pfacing them in quarantine till they are less dis- 
creditable to their ancestors. Will any EngHi^hman sit at meat with 
a nation that sell one another by weight 7 

It is by no means certain, that civilization did not come to Egypt 
out of Ethiopia ; and it is quite certain that the Indians, who pass for 
" black fellows*' in the vocabulary of these white philosophers, were a 
civilized and learned race, when our progenitors were painting their 
fikins and roasting one another alive. 
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THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

Wo now come to our own country, the United States. And what 
shall we-say ? What must we say ? What does the truth compel ua 
to sav ? W hy, that of all the countries appealed to by great Britain 
and France on this momentous subject, the United States is the only one 
which has returned a decided negative. We neither do any tliin^ our- 
selves to put down the accursed traffic, nor afford any facilities to 
enable others to put it down. Nay, rather, we stand between the 
slave and his deliverer. We o.re a drawback — a dead wtji^ht on the 
cause of bleeding humanity. How long shall tliis shamehjl apathy 
continue? How long shall we, who call ourselves the champions 
of freedom, close our ears to the ^roans, and our eyes to the tears and 
blood, and our hearts to the untold anguish of thousands and tens of 
thousands who sfs every year torn from home and friends and bosom 
companions, and sold mto hopeless bondage, or perish amid the hor- 
rors of the " middle passage?" From the shores of bleeding Africa, 
and from the channels of tne deep, from Brazil an^ from Cuba, Echo 
answers, "How long?" — J^. Y, Joumcd of Commerce, Sept. 1835. 

EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

We have, however, to record one instance of positive refusal to our 
request of accession to these conventions, and that, we grieve to say, 
comes from the United States of A merica — the first nation that, by its 
statute law, branded the slave-trade with the name of piracy. The 
conduct, moreover, of the President, does not appear to have been 
perfectly candid and ingenuous. There appears to nave been delay in 
returning any answer, and when returned, U seems to have been of an 
evasive character. In the month of August, 1833, the English and 
French ministers jointly sent in copies of the recent conventions, and 
requested the accession of the United States. At the end of March 
foil owing, seven months afterwards, an answer is returned, which, 
tliough certainly not of a favorable character in other respects, yet 
brings 80 prominently into view, as the insuperable objection, that the 
mutual right oS^ search of suspected vessels was to be extended to the 
shores of the United States, (though we permitted it to American 
cruisers off the coast of our West Indian colonies,) that Lord Palmer- 
ston was naturally led to suppose that the other objections were su- 
perable. He, therefore, though aware how much the whole efficiency 
of the agreement will be impaired, consents to waive that part of it, in 
accordance with the wishes of the President, and in the earnest hope 
that he will, in return, make some concessions of feelin^ or opinion to 
the wishes of England and France, and to the necessities ot a great 
and holy cause. The final answer, however, is, that under no condi- 
tion, in no form, and with no restrictions, will the United States enter 
into anj^ convention or treaty, or. make combined efforts of any sort or 
kind, Vk'ith other nations, flir the suppression of the trade. We much 
mistake the state of public opinion in the United States, if its govern- 
ment will not find itself under the necessity of changing this resolution. 
The slave-trade will henceforth, we have littJe doubt, be carried on 
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under the flag of freedom ; but as in no country, after our own, 
have such persevering efforts for its suppression been made, by men 
the most distinguished for goodness, wisdom, and eloquence, as in 
the United Slates, we cannot believe tliat their flag will long be pros, 
titutcd to such vile purposes ; and either they must combine with 
other nations, or they must increase the number and efliciency of 
their naval forces on the coast of Africa and elsewhere, and do their 
work single-handed. We say this the more, because tlie niotives 
which have actuated the government of the United Slates in this re- 
fusal, clearly have reference to the words, "right of search." They 
will not choose to see tijat this is a mutual restricted right, effected 
by convention, strictly guarded by stipulations for one definite ob- 
ject, and confined in its operations within narrow geograpliical lim- 
its; a right, moreover, which England and France have accorded to 
each other without derogating from the national honour of eitlier. 
If we are right in our conjecture of the motive, and there is evidence 
to support u», we must consider that the President and his niinistera 
have been in this instance, actuated by a narrow provincial jealousy, 
and totally unworthy of a great and independent nation. 



JAMES GRAHAME. 

The first cargo of negro slaves imported into North America, was 
conveyed by a Dutch vessel in 1620 to Virginia, where they were" 
readily purchased by the planters without the permission, or even 
the knowledge* of the British government. Indeed this government 
did not then nor till several years after, exercise the political goT- 
ernrrtent of Virginia, which was originally confided to a numerous! 
society of English genilemen established in London. Moreover, th« 
first of the British statutes of navigation was not enacted till the 
Restoration of Charles II. in 1660: and the slave trade viras not 
comprehended wilhin the scope and operation of the commercial 
policy of the British government till the reign of Queen Anne — 
prior to which negro sli'/ery was established in every one of the 
American provinces that ^isally revolted from Britain— of course 
with the exception of Georgia, which was not planted till the year 
1733. The number uf slaves in every province was regulated by 
its soil, climal^ and other physical circumstances, and not by 
the degree of its subjection to British control. • The puritan colon, 
isls of New England, at a time when their provincial goviernment 
was practically independent of Great Britain, reduced to slavery the 
captives whotn they took in their wars with the Indians. Mary- 
land and the Carolinas acquired negro slaves while they were sub- 
ject not to the British crown, but to proprietary dominion ; and, unde- 
terred by the threats and remonstrance of the British proprietaries 
to whom they owed allegiance, the Carolinian planters adopted and 
long persisted in the practice of kidnapping and in enslaving ihe 
unotFending Indians who had the misfortune to be their neighbors. 
Who is to blame ? 
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JONATHAN DYMOND. 

That any human being, who has not forfeited his Hhf rty by his 
crimes, has a right to be free, — and that whosoever forcibly with- 
holds Uberty from an innocent man, robs him of his right, and vio* 
lates llie moral law, are truths which no man would dis^pvilc ov doubt, 
if custom had not obscured our perceptions, or if wickedness did not 
pil-oinpt OS to close our eyes. 

Tlie whole system io essentially and radically bad : injustice and 
oppression are its fundamental principles. Whatever lenity may be 
requisite in speaking of the agent, none should be shown, none should 
be expressed for the act. I do not affirm or imagine that every slave- 
Iiqlder is therefore a wicked man ; but if he be not, it is only upon 
the score of ignorance. If he is exempt from the guilt of violating 
the mo^al law, it is only because he does not perceive what it requires. 
Let us leave the deserts of the individual to Him who knoweth the 
b^.rt : of his actions we may speak ; and we should speak in the 
lawgnagf-.of reprobation, disgust, and abhorrence. 
' Ahhoirgh it could be shown that the slave system is expedient, it 
would not affect the, question whether it ought to be maintained: yet 
it is rinnarkable that it is shown to be impolitic as well as baJ. We 
are not violating the moral law because it fills our pockets. We in- 
jure ourselves by our own; transgressions. . The slave system is a 
costly iniquity, both to the nation and to individual njen. It is mat. 
ter of great ssitiefaction liiat this is known and proved : and yet it is 
just what, antecedently to inquiry, we should have reason to expect. 
The truth furnishes one addition to the many evidences, that even 
with respect to temporal affairs, that which is right is commonly po. 
litic; and it ought therefore to furnish additioiia! inducement!* to a 
fearless conformity of conduct, private and public, to the moral law 
—•Essay on Morality. 

GEORGE COMBE. 

The race has never received juatice from its European and Amen 
can masters ; and until its treatment diall have become moral, its ca* 
pabilities cannot be fairly estimated, and the judgment against it is 
therefore prehiature. Besides, whatever be its capabilities, it was a 
henious moral transgression to transport it, by. violent means, from 
the region where a wise and benevolent God had p?aced it, and to 
plant it in a new soil, and amidst institutions, for which it was never 
intended ; and the punishment of this offence will not be averted, but 
aggravated, by losing sight of the eource of the transgression, and 
charging the consiguences of it on the negroes, as if they were to 
blame' fof their alleged incapacity to glide gracefuMy into the rnriks 
of Aniericain civiIiza:tion. The negroes must ^eitbdr be improved by 
culture and iiiterhiarrtages with the European race, or transferred 
to their native climate, before America can escape from the hands of 
divine justiee. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the details of 
American social liffe, to be abie to point out the practical form la 
which the panishmerit is inflicted ; but if there be truth in the prin* 
ciples now expounded, I cannot daubt of its existence. 

20* , 
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The alternative of incorporating the negroes, by intennarrlagei 
witli the European race, appears revolting to the feelings of the lat- 
ter ; while they also declare it lo be impossible to retraChsport the 
blacks to Africa, on account of their overwhelming numbers. There 
is nmch force in both of these objections, but tiiere is still greater 
weight in the following considerations : — that the while race is ex- 
clusively fo blame for the origin of the evil, and for all its conse- 
quences; that the natural laws never relax m their operation; and 
that, lhercfoi"e, the existing evils «'ill go on augmenting, until a 
remedy be adopted^ which will b come more painful the longer it i« 
delayed. If the present state of things shall be continued for a 
century, it is probable that it will end in a war of extermination 
between the black and the white population ; or in an attempt by 
the blacks to conquer and exclusively possess one or more of the 
eouthcrn states of the Union, as an independent kingdom for them» 
selves.— 'ConstituifsH of Man. 



JAMES CROPPER. 

In judging of this scheme, we ought never to lose sight of two facts 
with respect to the enslaved Africans in the United States, in which 
the enormities of that free country have exceeded those of any otlier. 
The first is, that slaves are regular]}' bred for sale. The second, that, 
in many of the states, the laws affecting free blacks are of so vio. 
lently persecuting a character as to compel those who obtain their li- 
licrty to leave those staif Sr From the former of these causes, in- 
stances must often occur, (from thestateof morals in slave countries,) 
of fathers soiling tlieir own children I From the latter has originatea 
tho colonization society; it arose out of those prejudices against 
color, and is a direct attempt to extend the same principle to trans- 
portation. 

Why are slave-holders so anxious to send away free people of color? 
Because their slave institutions would be endangered by the competi- 
tion of respectable free black laborers ; and they dread still more their 
education and advancement in science. If they were desirous of 
serving the free blacks, they would instruct them at home, (not a few 
of them, but every one Uiat they send,) and not send them in igno- 
rance to a baibarous comitry. 



GEORGE THOMPSON. 

As the friend of Africa,-— claiming to be aw much the friend of 
Africa as he who directs his attention exclusively to that country, 
— as tlie friend of Africa, I say look to India, (fiear.) Would yoii 
i^ive Btuiuyity to A&ica, ^vould you starve the man^tealer fi-om her 
shores '/ Would y^u dispense wj^h shljT? of war around her shores, 
and render umjcceissary the outlay of immense funds now employed ? 
Would you give security to that now harrassed, impoverished, and 
disembowelled country ? Look to India. You may immediately 
bring your cotton, your sugar, your rice, from thence ; and as sure 
«s you import it into this country, so surely will you stop, unrae* 
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diatcly and for ever, the demand for slaves. (Applause.) And thus 
you are doing peacefully, and by most uncxeeptionable means, with- 
out lavish expenditure, without embassies, without treaties, without 
congrcpscs, wilhout any violation, direct or indirect, of any exibting 
treaty, you arc doing lhat which cannot de done, if you look at At 
rica only and forget India, without avast deal of expense. Much 
< time must elapse, much pains must be taken, many failures must be 
Buslained, ere we can hope to see the plans that may be devised, 
however sapient tlie berrovo.ience that originated, or active the energy 
that niay work them, can ied inJo successful operation. I say, there- 
fore,, look to India. If you can but render slavery so unprofitable-- 
unnecessary, and therefore unpfofitable— -as to put down the trade in 
slaves, then you immediately restore to the shore of Africa what sho 
hgs not known for centuries — that j»eace of which she has been de 
prived by the christians of Europe. Then you can introduce com 
merce and civilization into Africa, without the fear of being thwarted 
in your plans by the superior templalion placed in the way of the 
barbarian chief, by the prowler and kidnapper along her shores ; then 
you can disperise with your armed cruisers, your tenders and steam. 
iMjats ; then you may make treaties with the native chief>», who will 
be gald, for they will ho compelled to do so, seeing that you will be 
the only parly before them, the other party having been dismissed 
from their shores by the operation of this most powerful and pacific 
principle ; then will you extend the benefits of education. 

We are paying every year from fifteen to tvventy millions for the 
support of slavery ; while, by looking to our own British possessions, 
we miglit obtain our articles cheaper; we might send to those depen- 
dencies a much greater aujounl of our manufactures ; we might pro- 
mote the prosperity of the pari-nt empire ; we might give employment 
to our starving and dissatisfied fellow.citizens at home ; we might 
give peace and security to Africa, and proclaim the year of deliverance 
to the slaves of Ain^ricu. 

WILLIAM BEST. 

It 13 a matter of pride for me to recollect, that while economists and 
politicians were recommending to the Legislatu»e the protection of this 
traffic, and senators* v/ere frammg laws for its promotion, and declaring 
.it a benefit to the country, — the jud«res of the land, above the age in 
whicli they lived, standing upon the high ground of natural right, and 
disdaining to '^end to the lower doctrine of expediency, declared that 
slavery was inconsistent with the genius of Uie Snglish Constitution, 
and that human beings cOuW not bfe the subject matter of property. 
As a lawyer, I speak of that early determination, when a different 
doctrine was prevailibg in the senate, with .a considerable degree of 
professional pride. 
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CHARLES DICKENS. 

Do we not know that, the worst deformity and ugliness of slavery 
are at once the cause and the eiFect of the reckless license taken by 
these free born outlaws ? Do we not know tliat the man has been 
born and bred among its wrongs ; who has seen in his childhood 
husbands obliged at ihe word of command to flog their wives; wo- 
men, indecently compc'led to hold up their own garments that men 
might lay the heavier stripe? upon their legs, driven and harried by 
brutal ovejseers in their time of travail, and becoming mothers on 
the field of t,9il> under the very lash itself ; who has read in youth, 
and seen his virgin sisters read descriptions of runaway men and 
women, and their disfigured persons, which could not be published 
elsewhere, of so much stock upon a farm, or at a show of beasts; 
do \ve no?, kuow that that man, whenever his wrath is kindled up, 
will be a brutal savage ? Do we not know that as he is a coward in 
his domestic life, stalking among his shrinking men and women 
slaves armed with ia heavy whip, so he will be a coward out of doors, 
and canying cowards' weapons hidden in his breast will shoot men 
down and slab Ihem when he quarrels ? And if our reason did not 
teacii us tin's, and much beyond ; if we were such idiots as to close 
our eyes to that fine mode of training which rears up such men ; 
shpuld we not know that they who among their equals stab and pis. 
tol in the legislative hnlle, and in the counting-house, and on the 
market-place, must h< to t?Jeir_<(ependants, even though they were 
free servants, so many" mercifess and unrelenting tyrants ? 

What ! shall we declaim against the ignorant peasantry of Ire- 
land, and mince the matter when these American task-masters are 
in question ? Shall we cry shame on the brutality of those who 
hamstring cattle ; and spare the lights of Freedom upon earth w^ho 
notch the ears of men and women, cut pleasant posies in the shrink- 
ing flesh, learn to write with pens of red-hot iron on tlie human 
face, rack their poetic fancies for liveries of mutilation which their 
filaves shall wear for life, and carry to the grave, break living limbs 
as did the soldiery who tpocked aAd slew the Saviour of the world, 
and set defenceless creatures up for targets ! Shall we whimper 
over legends of the tortures practised on each other by the Pagan 
Indians, and smile upon the cruelties of Christian men I Shall we, 
so long as these last, exult above the scattered remnants of that state- 
ly race, and triumpli in the white enjoyment of their broad posses- 
sions? Rather, for rac, restore the forest and Indian village; in 
J|ieu of stars and stripes, let some poor feather flutter in the breeze ; 
replace the streets and squares by wigwams ; and though the death, 
song of a hundred haughty warriors fill the au*, it will be music to 
the shriek of one unhappy slave. — Noietf on Atnerica, 

Public opinion in the slave SlatCi?, is slavery, is it,not 7 Public 
opinion, in the ^lave States, has dcwvered the slaves over to thegeO' 
tie mercies of their masters. Public opinion has made the laws, 
ft^d denied them legislative protection. Public opinion has knotted 
ihe laslt, heated the branding^iron, and shielded the caurderer. — lb. 
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EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Every American who loves his country, should dedicate his whole 
life, ana every faculty of his soul, to efface the foul blot of slavery from 
its character. If nations rank according to their wisdom and their 
virtue, what right has the American, a scourger and murderer of slaves, 
lo compare himself with the least and lowest of the European' nations, 
much nmre with this great and humane country, where the greatest 
lord dare not lay a finger on the meanest peasant? What is fi-eodom 
where all are not free? vviiere the greatest of Grid's blessings are limited, 
with impious caprice to the color of the body? And these arc men 
who taunt the English with their corrupt parliament, with their buying 
and selling votes. Let the world judgo which is the most liable to 
censure — we, who in the midst of rotteanese, have torn the manacles 
off slaves all over the world ; or they who, with their idle purity and 
useless perfection, have remained mute and careless while groans 
echoed and whips cracked round the very wa'ls of their spotless con- 
gress. We wish well to America — we rejoice in her prosperity — and 
are delighted to resist the absurd impertinence with which the character 
of her people is often treated in this country. But the existence of slavery 
in America is an atrocious crime, with which no measures can be kept 
-—for which her situation affords no sort of (j^nlogy — which makes liberty 
itself disgusted, and the boast of it disgus(ting. — No. LXl.»4rf. Travel^ 
lers in America, 

THE FOREIGN aUARTERLY REVIEW. 

It is notorious, that, notwithstanding all the treaties which have been 
concluded between England and other countries for the abolition of 
the slave-trade, it is stiU carried on to an enormous extent, because, 
even if the governments were really sincere in, their wishes lo suppress 
this trade, their subjects were wholly averse to a step which they 
denounced as utter ruin to all interested in the <:olonies. They have 
therefore persisted in soite of, perhaps with the connivance of their 
governments ; and in ferazil in paiticular, it has been officmlly de- 
clared to be out fif the power of the legislature to put an end to tlie 
traffic. 

Let England call on the governments of Europe not to allow the im- 
portation of colonial produce from any country where it can be proved that 
the slave-trade is still carried on, either with the sanction or connivance 
of the government, or in. spite of it ; such a measure would sorely act as 
a check on the importation of slaves. Could tliat point be effectually 
attained, it might be hoped that the extinction of slavery itself would 
m due time succeedj as it has done in the British colonies. 

LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAGINE. 

The United States of America present to the world one of the most 
extraodinary spectacles that can be conceived of by the mind of man. 
They are a hu^e moral and political enigma. We behold part of tfie 
population priding themselves on the peculiar freedom of their institu- 
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tions, and holding the other part in the shackles of slavery. — Alas, 
that a figure with so goodly a bust should terminate in the sliuiy folds 
of the serpent ! 

It, is melancholy to behold such a monstrosity, a people judging 
their own rights with the incontrovertible declaration, " that all men 
are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with cer- 
tain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness;" and at the same instant depriving their fellow- 
men perpetually of two of these "inalienable rights,'- and often directly 
or indirectly of the third. Most heartily do we concur with our 
American brethren in the sentiment we here quote. We concur with 
them when they claim to be tree from oppression, but we dissent from 
them when they claim also to be free to oppress. The national 
emblem of the American states requires alteration to make it truly 
emblematical of their present and past condition. The ea^le, with 
liberty on his wings, should, to complete the resemblance, clutch in 
his talons the manacled and writhing form of the colored man. 

GEORGE FOX. 

In the West Indies, he exhorted those who attended his meetings, 
to be merciful to their slaves, and to give them their freedom in due 
time. He considered these as belonging to their families, and that 
religious instruction was due to these as the branches of them, for whom, 
one day or other,, they would be requircU to give a solemn account 
Hapoy had it been if these Christian exnoriaiions had been attended 
to, or if these families only, whom no thus seriously addressed, had 
continued to be true Gluakers : for tney would have set an example, 
which would have proved to the rest ol the islanders and the world at 
large, that the impolicy is not less than the wickedness of oppression. 
Thus was George Fox, probably the first person who publicly de- 
clared against this species of slavery. Nothing, in short, that could 
be deplored by humi^nity, seems to have escaped his eye ; and his 
benevolence, when excited, appears to have suffered no interruption in 
its proirress by the obstacles which bigotry would have thrown in the 
way of many, on account of the difTerence of a [lerson's country, or of 
his color, or of his sect" — Porlrailure of Q,uakej-isnu 

THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 

" In the first place they have made it a rule that no person, ac- 
knowledged to be in profession with them, shall have any concern in 
the slave-trade. 

" The Ciuakera began to consider this subject, as a Christian body, 
so early as in the beginning of the. last century. In the year {727, 
they passed a public censure upon^bis trade. . In the year 1758, and 
afterwards in the year 1761, tnoylvarned exhorted all in profes- 
sion with them, ' to keep their hands clear of this unrighteous gain 
of oppression.* In the yearly meeting of 1763, they renewed their 
exhortation in the foUowmg words : 

" * We renew our exhortation, that Friends everywhere be cspe- 
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cially careful to keep their hands clear of ^ving encouragement in 
any ahape to the slave-trade ; it being evidently destructive of the 
natural rights of mankind, who are all ransomed by one Saviour, and 
visited by one divine light, in order to salvation ; a traflic calculated 
to enrich and aggrandize some upon the miseries of others ; in its 
nature abhorrent to every just and tender sentiment, and contrary to 
the whole tenor of the gospel," 

"In the same manner from the year 1763, they have publicly 
manifested a tender concern for the happiness of the injured Africans, 
and they have not only been vigilant to see that none of their own 
members were concernd in this nefarious traffic, but they have lent their 
assistance with other Christians in promoting its discontinuance. — 
T/ioinas Clarksoii's Portaiture of (Quakerism, 

JAMES BEATTIE. 

It is well observed by the wisest of poets (as Atheneus, quoting the 
passage, justly calls,^ //oj/ier, who lived when slavery was common, 
and whose knowleage of the human heart is unquestionable, that 
" When a man is made a siave, he losas from thar, day the half of his 
virtue." And Longinus, quoting the same passage, affirms, " Slavery, 
however mild, may still be called the poison of the soul, and a public 
dungeon." And Tacitus remarks, that "Even wild animals lose 
tlieir spirit when deprived of their freedom." All history proves, and 
every ru»»".onttl philosopher admits, that as liberty promotes virtue and 
genius, slavery debases the understanding and corrupts the heart of 
both the slave and the master, and that in a greater or less degree, as 
it is more or less severe. So that in this plea of the slave-monger, we 
have an exiimpie of that diabolical casuistry, whereby the tempter and 
corrupler endeavors to vindicate or gratify himself) by accusing those 
whom he himself has tempted or corrupted. 

Slavery is inconsistent with the dearest and most essential rights of 
man's nature ; it is detrimental to virtue and to industry ; it hardens 
the heart to those tender sympathies which form the most lovely part 
of human character ; it involves the innocent in hopeless misery, in 
order to procure wealth and pleasure for the authors of that misery; it 
seeks to degrade into brutes beings whom the Lord of heaven and 
earth endowed with rational souls, and created for immortality ; in 
chort, it is utterly repugnant to every principle of reason, religion, 
humanity, and conscience. It is impossible for a considerate and un- 
prejudiced mind to think of slavery without horror. That a man, a 
rational and immortal being, should be ireated on the same footing 
with a beast or piece of wood, and bought and sold, and entirely sub- 
jocled to the will of anoliier man, whose equal he is by uature, and 
ivhoso superior he may htt in virtue and imderstanding, and all for no 
crime, but merely Hbciiuse he was born an a certain country, or of cer- 
tain parents, or because he diflers from us in the shape of his nose, the 
color of his skin, or the size of his lips ; if thia be eduitable, or excu- 
sable, or pardonable, it is vain to talk any longer ot the eternal dis- 
tinctions of right and wrong; truth and falsehw)d, good and evil. It 
haa been said that negroes- are animals of a nature inferior to man, 
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between whom and the brutes, they hold, as it were, the middle place. 
But thou"h this were true, it would not follow that we have a rh^ht 
cither to aebase ourselves by a habit of cruelty, or to use ilmn ill ; lor 
even beasts, if inoffensive, are entitled to gentle treatment, and we 
have reason to believe that they who are not uierciful will not obtain 
wiercy. 

Tlie same sentiments are found in Plhxy and Colimella, who botli 
impute the decay of husbandry, in their time, not to any deficiency in 
the soil, but to the unwise policy of leaving to the management of 
slaves those fields, 'which, says Pliny, "' had formerly rejoiced under 
the laurelled plouglishare ancf the triumphant ploughman," Jiolliu, 
with good reason, imputes to the same cause the present barrenness 
of Palestine, which in ancient times was called the land flowing with 
• milk and honey. — Elements of Moral Sciejice. 

WILLI Ar/I ROBERTSON, D. D. 

Ill the ancient wojrld .... the pera .ns, the goods, the children of 
thccse slaves, v/ere the property of their masters, disposed of at plea- 
sure, and transferred, like any other possession, from one hand to 
another. No ineq^uality, no superiority in DOwer, no pretext of con- 
sent can justify this ignomonlous deortr^siOii or rialu. ^ or can 
confer upon pne man the ni^^al o'' d ...cr. over auotiicr. "mc not 
only doth reason condemn ti«.s •..suiution as nr.i'.js* "sf'-tjix-jnce p^^vtii 
it to be pernicious both to masters an« oiaves. 1 he elevauon ct ine 
former inspired them with pride, insolence, impatience, cruelty, and 
voluptuousness; the depennant «nd hopeless state of the latter de- 
jected the human mind, and extini,U'iaijeu every generous and noble 
principle in the heart — S^'^inon. 

BISHOP WARBUiii'^N. 

" From the free savages I now come to the savagt s in By 
these I mean the vaat multitudes yearly stolen from the opposite con- 
tinent, and sacrificed* by the colonists to their great idol the god of 
gain. But what, then, say these sincere worshippers of mammon 
They are our own property which we ofler up. Gracious God' '/!) 
talk, as of herds of cattle, of property in rational creatures, crca* es 
endued with all our faculties, possessing all our qwalities but '-t .£ of 
color, our brethren both by nature and grace, shocks all thr .^tfings 
of humanity, and the dictates of common sense! But, what 
is there, in the infinite abuses of society, which does not ..k them? 
Yet nothing is more certain in itself and apparent to p'x .nan that the 
infamous traffic for slaves directly infringes both t* vino and h'Miwn 
law. Nature created man free, and grace invit*^- faim to asdtM aa 
freedom.— SennoM, 1776. ^ 

DR. PRIMATT. 

It has pleased God to cover some men with white s!* us, and othern 
with black ; but as there is neitJier merit nor dein" ri in comp' i ^n, 
the white man, notwithstanding the barbarity of ciVr torn and r^j .dice. 
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can have no right by virtue of his color to enslave and tyrannize over 
the black man. For whether a man be white or black, such he is by 
God's appointment, and, abstractly considered, is neither a subject tor 
pride, nor an object of contempt. — Dissertation on the DiUy cj Mercy^ 
and on the Sin oj Cruelty to Brute Animals. 

DR. PECKARD. 

"Now, whether we consider the crime with respect to the indi- 
vidual!? concerned in this most barbarous and cruel traffic, or whetiier 
we consider it as patronised and encouraged by the laws of the land, it 
presents to our view an equal degree of enormity. A crime, founded 
on a dreadful pre-eminence in wickedness; a ci^ime which being both 
of individuals and the nation, must some time draw down upon us the 
heaviest judgment of Aimigliiy God, who made of one bl(K>d all the 
sons of men, and who gave to all equally a natural right to liberty ; 
and who, ruling all the kingdoms of the earth with equal providential 
iustice, cannot sufier such cielibt rate, such monstrous iniquity, to pass 
long unpunished." — Sermon before the Cambridge University. 

JOHN WESLEY. 

That execrable sum of ail villanies commonly called the slave-trade. 
I read of notliinjj like it in the heathen world, whether ancient or 
modern. It infinitely exceeds every instance of barbarity, whatever 
Christian slaves suffer in Mohammedan countries. — His xoorkSf Vol, 3, 
fiage 341. 

At Liverpool, many large ships are now laid^up in the docks, which ' 
had been employed for marn'years in buying or stealing Africans, and 
selling them in America for slaves. The men'bxdchers have now 
nothing to do at this laudable occupation. Since the American war 
broke out^ there is no demand for human cattle ; so the men of Africa, 
as well as Europe, mav enjoy their native- liberty. — Journal of 
Jpnl, 1777. 

THOUOaTS ON SLAYERT. 

1. Slavery imports an obligation of perpetual service: an obligation 
which only the consent of the master can dissolve. It generally gives 
the master an arbitrary power of any correction not affecting life or 
limb. Sometimes even those are exposed to his will, or protected only 
by a fine or some slight punishment, too inconsiderable to restrain a 
master of harsh temper. It creates an incapacity of acquiring any 
thing, except for the master's benefit It allows the master to alienate 
tiie slaVe in the same manner as his cows and horses. Lastly, it dft* 
scend.^ in its Cul? extent, fromi parent to child, even to the last g«*nt!ratioi». 

2. Tl«3 gri^rid plea is, "They are authoriztui by law." But can law, 
human law, change the nature of things ? Can it turn daricness into 
light, or evil into good ? By no means. Notwithstanding ten thou- 
sand laws, right is right, and wrong is wrong. There most still re- 
main an essential difference between justice and injustice, cruelty and 
mercy. So that I ask ; Who can reconcile this treatment of the slavca^ 
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first and last, wrth either mercy or justice ; where is the justice of in 
flictina tlio severeat evils on those who have done us no wrong ? Oi 
depriving those who never injuredf ua in word or deed.ofevery comfort 
of life ? Of tearing ihem Irom their native country, and depriving 
them of liberty itself ; to which an Angolan has the same natural right 
as an American, and on which he sets as high a value ? Where is iho 
justice of taking away the lives of innocen>, inoffensive men ? Mur- 
clering thousands of them in their own land by the hands of their own 
countrymen; and tens of thousands in that cruel slavery, to which 
they are so unjustly reduced ? 

** When we have slaves, it is. necessary to use them with severity." 
What, to whip them for evet-y petty offence tiU theyxtre in a gore of blood ? 
To take thai opportunity of mbbing pepper and stdt into their raw Jiesh ? 
To drop l)uirning sealinS'Wax upon their skins ? To castrate them ? To 
cut off half llteir fool with an axe ? To ha»§ them on gibbets, that they 
jnay die by inches with heat, and hnnger, and thirst 7 To pin them doton 
to the grourulf and then burn them by degrees from the feet to the head ? 
To roast them dive ? When did a Turk or a heathen find it necessary 
to use a fellow-creature thus / To what end is this usage necessary ? 
" To prevent their running away, and to keep them constantly to their 
labor, that they may not idle away their time. So miserably stupid is 
this race of men, so stubborn and so wicked !" Allowing this, to whom 
is that stupidity owing? It lies altogether at the door of their inhuman 
masters, who gave them no means, no oppoitimity of improving their 
understanding ; and indeed leave them no motive, either from hope or 
fear to attempt any such thing. They were no way remarkable for 
stupidity while they remained In Africa. To some of the inhabitants 
of Europe they arc greatly superior. Survey the nativi's of Bi nm, 
and of Lapland. Compare the Samoeids and the An^^oluns. 'I'lic 
Africanism no respect inferior to the European. Their stupidity in 
our colonies is not natural ; otherwise than it is the natural efftv t of 
their condition. Consequently it is not their Jault, i)ut yours: and 
you must answer for it before God and man. But tlu'ir stupidity is 
not the only reason of our treating them with sovo;,ity ; for it is hard to 
say which is the greatest, this, ontheir stubbomni ss, and \vicke<!npss." 
But do not these, as well as the oth<?r, lie at ypnrd^mr l Are not 
stubbornness, cunning, .pilfering, and divers other vices, the natural 
necessary fruits of slavery, in every age and nation ? What means 
have you q^d to remove this -stubbornness? - Have you trit^d what 
mildness and gentleness would do? What pains have you taken, 
what methoil have you used to reclaim them from their wicfcednesa ? 

O thou God of love, thou who art loving to every mon, and whose 
mercy is over all thy works ; thOu who art the Father of the spirits of 
all flesh, and who art rich in mercy unto all; thou wiio hast formed ui 
one blood, all the nations wpo.Ti the eartli ; have cor^aisaion upon tWse 
outcasts iSf men, who are trodt^n down as dun^ upon the earth! 
Arise, and help these that have no help-^r, whose bxood is eipilled iipoh 
the ground like water !^ Are not thes» also the; work of thine own 
hands, the purchase of thy Son's blood ? SUr them up to cry unto 
thee in the land of their eaptivity } and let their cosaplaintr come up 
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before thee; Itst it enter into thine ears ! Make even those that lead 
theni captive to pity them and turn their captivity. O burst thou all 
their chains in sunder j more especiaily the chains of their sins ; thou 
^viour of all, make them free, that they u '^y be fi^e indeed J 

ADAM CLARKE. 

Iscddh Iviii, 6. — Let the oppressed go free. How can any nation 
pretend to fast, or worship God at all, or dare profess that they believe 
m the existence of such a Being, while they carrv on what is called 
the slave-trade: and traffic in the sou's, blood, andf bodies of men i O 
ye most flagitious of knaves and worst of hypocrites j cast off at once 
the mask of religion, and deepen not your endless perdition by profess- 
ing the faith oi our Lord Jesus Christ, while you continue in this 
traffic! 

THOMAS SCOTT. 

Exodus xju, .16. — "He that stealetb a man, and selleth him, or if ho 
be found in his hands, he shall surely be put to death." .Stealing a 
man in order to sell him for a slave, whether the thief had actually sold 
him, or whether he continued in his possession. He who stole anyone 
of the human family, in order to make a slave of him, should be punish- 
ed with death. The crime would be aggravated by sending them 
away into foreign countries to be slaves to idolaters. 

Deuteronomy xxiv, 7. — "If a man be found stealing any of hia 
brethren of the children of Israel, and maketi) merchandise of him, or 
sellet^ him, then THAT THIEF SHALL DIE."-~Every man is 
DOW our brother, whatever be his nation, complexion or creed. How 
then can the merchandise of men and women be carried on, without 
transgressing this commandment, or abetting those who do ? A roan 
may steal, or purchase of those who do steal, hundreds of men and 
women, and not only escape with impunity, but grow great like a 
prince. According to the law of God, whoever stole cattle restored 
four or five fold ; whoever stole one human beingt though an infant or an 
idiot, must die^ ^ 

1. Titn^y i, 10. — " Men-steaiers." — ^Men-stealers are inserted 
amon^ those dariog criminals against whom the law of God directed 
its awful carses. Persons who kidnapped men to sell them for slaves. 
This practice seems inseparable from the other iniquities and oppres- 
sions of slavery | nor can a alaio^deaUr by any means keep free from 
that'atrocious cnrainality, if the receiver be as bad as the thief They 
who encourage that unchristian traffic by purchasing that, which is 
thus unjustly acquired, are partakers of their crinae8.--~MACKNioHT. — 
That is the otUy spedi^, of Ikeft tt>hich is pmdsfud idth deMk *y the iaw» 
of God. 

James li, 18, 13.-r" So speak ye, and bo d<^ as they tiiat shall be 
jud^ by the law of liberty. 

"For he shall have Judgmcnti without mercy that hath showed no 
mercy, and mercy rejoicetn against judgment" On this verse Dr. 
Scott makes the following remarks — All who are not taught to show 



244 



SAMUBL TAYLOR COLERIDGE 



mercy to others, must expect to be dealt with according to the severity 
of justice in respect to tijeir eternal state. What ilien must be the 
doom of the cruel oppressors and iniquitous tyrants of the human spe- 
cies ? But the hard-heartec*, selfish, implacahle, and oppressive pro- 
fessor of Christianity, has lbs greatest cause to tremble ; for if ' he 
shall have jnd"ment without mercy, who hath showji no mercy,* the 
meanest slave that ever was wbipt and worked to death, must bo con- 
sider«l as happy, compared with his haughty cruel tyrant, and this 
shall sufficiently appear, ' when the earth shall disclose her blood, and 
ehaU no more cover her slain,'" 

Revelation xviii, 13. — " Slaves and souls of men."-~Not only slaves, 
but the souls of men are mentioned as articles of commerce, which is 
beyond compari.'^on, the most infanious of all trafHcs that the demon 
of avarice ever devised ; almost infinitely more atrocious, than the 
accursed slave-trade. Alas! too often, injustice, oppression, fraud, 
avarice, or excessive indulgence are connected with extensive com- 
merce ; and to number the persons of men, with oxen, asses, sheep and 
horses, aa the stock of a farm, or with bales of goods, as the cargo of a 
ship, is nO'doubt a most detestable and mti-chrtstian practice. — Scollh 
Commentaries on the Bible. 

SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

We have offended, Oh ! my countrymen ! 
We have offended very grievously. 
And been most tyrannous. From east to west 
A groan of accusation pierces Heaven I 
The wretched plead against us ; multitudes 
Countless and vehement, the sons of God, 
Our brethren I Like a c}oud that travels on, 
Steam'd up frorn Cairo's swamps of pestilence, 
Even so, my countrymen I have wo gone forth 
And borne to distant tribes slavery and pangs, 
And deadlier far our vices, whose deep taint 
With slow perdition murders the whole man, 
His body and his soul ! 

Sibj/Uiiie Leaves. 

There are truths so self-evident, or so immediately and palpohly 
deduced from those that are, or are acknowledged Tor such, that they 
are at once intelligible to all men who possess the common advanr 
tages of the social state ; although by sophistry, by evil habit, by the 
neglectj false persuasions and impostures of an Anti-Christian priest^ 
hood jomed in one conspiracy with the violence of tyrannical governors, 
the understandings of men have become so darkened and their con- 
flciences so lethargic, tliat there may arise a necessity for the republi- 
cation of these truths, and this too with a voice of loud alarm and im^ 
passioned ivarning. Such were the doctrines proclatmed by the first 
<;hristians to the pagan world ; such were the lightnings flashed by 
Wicklifl^ Huss, Luther, Calvin, Zuiiiglius, Latimer, &c., across the 
papal darkness, and such in our time the truths with which Thomas 
Clarkson, and his excellent confklemtes, the Gtuakera, fought and 
o)nquered the legalized banditti of men-stealers, the nUinerous and 
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powerful perpetrators and advocates of rapine and murder, and (of 
blacker guilt than either) slavery. Truths of this kind being indispen- 
sable to man, considered as a moral being, are above all expediencyf 
alt accidental consequences ; for as sure as God is hc?y, and man 
in'morlal, there can be no evil so great as Ihe ignorance or disregard 
of them. It is the very madness of mock prudence to opf^ose the 
remival of a poisonous dish on account of the pleasant sauces or 
nutri.'ious viands which would be lost with it ! The dish contains 
destruction to that, for ^vhich alone we wish the palate to be gratified 
Off the body to be nourifJied. — The Friend, pages 49, 50. 

JAMES STEPHEN, Esq. 

Enough was knov/n before ; more than enough was incontrovertibly 

{jroved ; nay, enough was always admitted or undenied, to make the 
egislative toleration of this slavery a disgrace to the British and 
Christian name. Iniquity, indeed, of every kind loses in human de- 
testation what it gains in mischief, by wide unreproved diffusion, and 
by age. We sin remorselessly, because our fathers sinned, and 
because multitudes of our own generation sin,ii;i the same way without 
discredit. But if ever those most flagitious crimes of Europe, stave* 
trade and colonial slavery, shall cease to be tolerated by human laws, 
and live in history alone, men will look back upon theni with the horror 
they deserve ; and wonder as much at the depravity of the age that 
could establish or maintain them, fli? we now do at the murderous 
rites of our pagan ancestors, or the ferocious cannibal manners of 
New Zealand. 

There is enough in the simplest conceptson of personal ht-reditary 
slavery, to revolt every just and liberal mind, independently of au 
aggravations to be found in its particular origin, or in abuses of the 
master's powers. But how much should sympathy and indignation 
be enhanced, wtien thd cruel perpetual privation of freedom, and of 
almost every civil and human n^^ht, is the punishment of no crime, nor 
the harsh conseouence of public hostility in war, but imposed upon 
the innocent ana tielpless, by the hand of rapacious, violence alone ; 
and maintained fortno other object but the sordid one of the master's 
profit, by the excessive labor to which they are coRipelted ? 

Were our merchants to send agents to buy captives from the bandits 
in the forests of Italy, or from ttio pirates on the Barbary coast, and 
sell them here as staves, to work for our farmers or manufacturers ; and 
were the purchasers to claim, in consequence, e right to hold these 
victims of rapine and avarice, with tlieir children, in bondage for ever, 
and to take their work writhouttwages ; what would it be but the same 
identical case wt* are contemplating, except that the captives were otf 
B diflerent complexion ? Yet the bandits and pirat<» are hanged ; and 
their vendees, in the case supposed, would nave less to apprehend 
fron?, actions, a?, in^iptrnsent^slM felse,ii»prisoj)ment, thaa from the 
vehe^hce of indignant multitudes. It certainly, at leai^ would not 
be necessary, for the purpose of their deliverance, to prove to the 
British parbament or people, that the poor captives were overworked^ 
21* ' 
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under fed, driven with whips to their work, punished in a brutal way 
for every real or imputed fault, and by such complicated oppressions 
brought in great numbers prematurely to their graves. 

LORD NUGENT. 

The slave-trade finds no one bold enough now to defend even ite 
memory. And yet when we hear the slave-trade reprobated, and 
slavery defended by the same persons, I m\ist own I think the slave- 
trade unfairly treated. The abuse of defimct slave-trade is a cheap 

Srice for the abettor of living slavery to pay by way of compromise, 
lut we cannot allow the Colonial party on these terms to cry truce 
with us, by stigmatizing the slave-trade. There i^ not one general 
principle on which the slave-trade is to be stigmatized which does not 
impeach slavery itself. 

DR. LUSH^GTON. 

It has never been given by God to man to hold his fellow man in 
bondage. Every thing short of a total abolition of slavery h© con* 
sidered as unsatisfactory, and ehding only in disappointment and 
discontent. The supporters of the abolition of slavery took their 
stand upon the eternal principles of truth and justice, and it would 
be next to blasphemy to doubt tli6ir success. 

ANDREW THOMPSON. 

iSlavery is the verj^ Upas tree of the moral world, beneath whose 
pestiferous shade all intellect languishes, and all virtue dies. It must 
DC cut down and eradicated ; it must be, root and bi:ani(:h of it, cast 
into the consuming fire, and its ashes scattered to the four winds of 
heaven. It is thus you must deal M'ith slavery. You must annihilate 
it, — annihilate it now, and annihilate it for ever. 

ROWLAND HILL. 

Slavery is mad<^ up of every crime that treachery, cruelty, and murder 
can invent ; and men-stealers are the very worst of thieves. The 
most knavish tricks are practised by these dealers in human flesh ; 
and if slaves think of our general character, they must suppose that 
christians are devils, and that Christianity was forged in hell. 

GROTIUS. ' 

Those are men-stealers, who abduct, keep, sell, or buy slaves or 
fieemeor To steal a man is the highest kiad of theft 

POPE LEO, X 

THat only the christi»i rdi^^ but Nature herself cries out sgaiiwt 
ftstateofcdaTeiy. 
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JQHN PHILPOT CURRAN. 

♦ 

"Universal Emancipation." — I speak in the spirU of the Biitish 
Law, which makes liberty commensurate with, and inseparable from, 
the British soil — which prbcfuims, eVen to the stranger and the so- 
journer, the moment he aetH his foot upon British earth, tliat the ground 
on which he Ireads is holy, and consecrated by the genius of Universal 
Emancipation. No matter in what language his doom may have been 
pronounced ; no matter what complexion mcompatible with freedom, 
an Indian or an African sun may have burnt upon him ; no matter in 
what disastrous battle his liberty may have been cloven down ; no 
matter with what solemnities he may have been devoted upon tJie 
altar of slavery ; the first moment he touches the'sacred soil of Britain, 
the altar and the god sink together in the dust ; his soul walks abroad 
in her own majesty; his body swells beyond the measure of his 
chains, that burst from around him, and he stands redeemed^ regene- 
rated, and disenthralled, by the irresistible Genius of Universal 
Emancipation. 

HENRY GRATTAN. 

Liberty-— and is this subject a matter of indiflerence ? — Liberty, 
which, like the Deity, is an essential spirit best known by its conse- 
quences — liberty, wliich now animates you in your battles oy sea and 
land, and lifts you up proudly superior to your enemies — liberty, that 
glorious spark and emanation of the Divinity, which fired your ances- 
tors, and taught them to feel like an Hampden, that it was not life, 
but the condition of living I Am Irishmvin sympathizes in these noble 
sentiments — wherever he goes — to whatever quarter of the earth he 
journeys — whatever wind blows his poor garments, le't him but have 
the pride, the glory, the oaletUation of liberty ! 

MARIA EDGEWORTH. 

Are we disposed to pity the slave-merchant, who, urged by the 
maniacal desire for gola, hears, unmoved, the groanf; of nis fellow- 
creatures, the execrations of mankind, and that " small still voice," 
which haunts those who are stained with blood ? — Practical Edtication, 

Granting it to be physically impossible that the world should exiist 
without rum and sugar and indigo, why could they not be produced 
by freemen as well as by slaves ? If we hired nefflroes for laborers, 
instead of purchasing them for slaves, do you, thinK they would not 
work asi weiLas now ? Does any ne^o, under the fear of the ov<nr. 
seer, work harder than a Birmingham journeymajfij or a Newcjastla 
collier ; yho toil for themseived and their families ? 

The law, in .our case, seems to make ths ri^ht ; and the very ss- 
verse ought to be done ; the right should make &e law. 
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THOMAS MOORE. 

Who can, with patience, for a moment ae* 
The medley mafw uf pride asid misery, 
Of whips and charters, tnanacle>i and rights, 
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites, 
And all the piebald policy that 'eigns 
In free confiision o'ei UoiurJifaia's plains T 
To think that mkn,— tboa jjjst and gentle God, 
Should stand before thee with a tyrant's rod, 
O'er creatures like himself, with soiils from thee, 
Vet dare to boast of perfect liberty I ! 

Away ! away I I'd rather hf^d my neck 
By doubtful tenure from a SuUan's beck, 
In climes where liberty has scarce been nam'd 
Nor any right, but that of ruling claim'd, 
Than thus to live, where boasted Freedom waves 
Her fitstain flag in mockery over slaves ; — ^ 
Where motley laws, (admitting no degree ' 
Betwixt the basely slav'd and mc 'ly free,) 
Alike the bondage and the license Juit,— 
Tiie brute made ruler, and the man made bmte ! 



DANIEL O'CONNELL. 

The Americans, in their conduct towards the skves, were traitors to 
the Cftuse of human liberty, fovl detractors of the democratic principle 
which he had cherished throughout his political life, and blasphemers 
of that great and sacred niitne which they pretended to recogniiie. 
For, in their solemn lea«|je and covenant, the Declaration of American 
Independence, they dv>chired that all men (he used their own woi^ds) 
have certain " inalienable righil3,'*-*-tlie8e they defined to be, life, liberty, 
and the piirsHit of Imppiness. Vo maintain these, they pledged theiii- 
seived with all the aoieiriniity of an oath, in the presence of AlrnightT 
God. The aid which they had invoked from heaven had been awardecl 
to them, but they had violated their awfully solemn compact with the 
Deity, and set at nosjgat every principle which they professed to hold 
sacred, by keeping two and a half millions of their fellow-men in 
bondage. In reprobation of that disgraceful conduct, his humble voice 
had been heard across the wids waves of the Atlantic. Like the 
thunder-storm in its gii-ength, it had careered against the breeze, armed 
with the lightning of Christian truth. (Great chcerin&) And let 
them seek w atrpress it as they may — let them murder and assassinate 
in the true spirit of Lvnch law; the storm would wax louder and 
louder aroundf them, till the claims. of justice became too strong to be 
withstood, and the black man would stand up too big for hi^ chains. 
It «eemed, indeed — he hoped what he was about to say was not pro- 
fdrsation — as if the curae of the Almighty had already overtaken them. 
For the first time in their poUticail history, disgraceful tumult and 
anarchy had been witnessed in thpir cities. Biood bad been sh<Hl 
without the sanction of law, and even Si? Robert Peel had beert enabled 
to taunt tlie Americans with gross inconsistency and lawless proceed- 
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m^a. He diflfercd from Sir Robert Peel on many pointa. On one 
point, hoivcver, he fully agreed with him. Let the proud A.merican8 
icarn that all parties in this country unite in condemnation of their 
present conduct; and let them also fcam that the worat of all aristoc- 
racies is that which prevails in America — an aristocracy which had 
been aptly denominated that of the human skin. The most insulierable 
pride was that shown by such an aristocracy. 

He would continue to hurl his taunts across the Atlantic These 
would ascend the Mississippi, they would descend the Missouri, and 
be heard along the banks oi the Ohio and the Monongahela, till the 
black man would leap delighted to express his gratitude to those who 
had clfected his emancipation. (Cheiprs.) And, Ok — but perhaps it 
was his pride that dictated the hope-rrtbal some black O'Connell might 
rise amon^ his felloW'Slaves (tremendous cheers,) who would cry 
agitate, agitate, agitate (renewed cheering,) till the two millions and a 
half of his fellow-suflerers learned the secret of their strength — learned 
that they were two millions and a halC (Enthusiastic cheers.) If there 
was one tliino; which more than another could excite his hatred, it was 
the laws which the Americans bad framed to prevent the instructmn 
of tlieir slaves. To teach a slave to read was made a capital oSencc. 
(Shame.) To be seen in company with a negro who could write was 
visited with imprisonment (shame,) and to teach a slave the principles 
of freedom, was punished with death. Were these human laws, it 
might be asked ? Were they not laws made by wolves of the fcTest ? 
No, they were made by a congregation of two-legged wolves — Ameri- 
can wolves — monsters in human shape, who boast of their liberty and 
of their humanity, wliile they carry the hearts of tigers within them. 
(Cheers.) With regard to the attacks which had been made upon his 
countrymen by such men, he rejoiced at them. (Cheers.) These 
proved to him that the sufferings to which they had been subjected in 
the land of their birth, had not been lost upon them ; but that their 
kindly affections had been nurtured into strength, and that they had 
ranged themselves on the side of the oppessed slave. (Cheers.) — 
Speech in Glasgow j Scotland, St^t. 1836. 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

ABI VIATOR, 
ET IHITARE, SI POTERIS, 
STRBNirirH PRO VIRILI LIBERTATIS VINDICBM. 

(cO TRAVELLER, 
AND IMITATE IF TOU CANT, 
A STRENUOUS ADVOCATE OF Ht/MAN LIBERTY.) 

From the Epitaph of Demi Swift, 
Written hf khnself, and ejigraoed on his monument in 8t, 
Patricls?s Calhedralt Dublisu 
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DANIEL O'CONNELL, TMEOBALT) MATHEW^ AND SIX. 
TY THOUSAND) (60,000) OTHER IRISHMEN. 

Bear Friends; — ^You are at a great distance, from your native 
land ! A wide expanse of water separates you from the beiovcd 
country of your birth— from us, and from the kindred whom you 
love, and who lore you, and pray for your iiappineas and prosperity 
in the land of your adoption. 

We regard America with feelings of admiration : we do not look 
upon her as a strange land, or upon her people as aliens from our af- 
fections. The power of steam has brought us nearer together; it 
will increase the intercourse between us, so that the character of the 
Irish people ajid of the American people must in futu'^e be acted upon 
by the feelings and dispositions of each. 

The object of this address is to call your attention to the subject of 
SLAVERY IN AMERICA—that foul blot upon the nohle institu. 
tions and the fair fame of your adopted country. But for this stain, 
America would, indeed, be a land worthy of your adoption ; but she 
will never- be the glorious cctmtry that her free constitution designed 
lier to be, so long as her soil is polluted by the footprint of a siu- 
gle slave. 

Slavery is the moat tremendous invasion of the natural, inaliena- 
ble rights of man, and of some of the noblest gifts of God, life, 
liberty, and the pursuit Ot happiness." What a spectacle does Ameri. 
ca pr^nt to the people of the earth ! A land of professing Chris- 
tian republicans, uniting their energies for the oppression and de- 
gradation of three millions of innocent human beings, the children of 
one common Father, who suffer the most grievous wrongs, and tlie 
iJtmost degradation, for no crime of their ancestors or their own ! 
Slavery is a sm against God and man. All who are not for it mast 
be against it. None can be neutral. We entreat you to take the 
part of justice, religion and liberty. 

It is in vain that American citizens attempt to conceal their own 
and their country's degradation, under this withering curse. America 
is cursed by slavery! We call upon you to unite with the aboli- 
tionists, and never to cease your ettorls until perfect liberty bQ granted 
to every one of her inhabitants, the bla.ck man as well as the white 
man. We are all childreu of the same. gracious God, all equally en. 
titled to " life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

"We are told that you possess great power, both moral and political, 
in America. We entreat you to' exercise that power and that influ- 
ence for the sake of humanity. 

You will not witness the horrors of slavery in all the Stales of 
Aiaerica^ Thirteen of them are /re*, and thirteen are slarc States. 
But in all, the pro-slavery feeling, though rapidly decreasing, is still 
strong. Do not unite with it ; on the contrary, oppose it by all tho 
peaceful means in your power. Join with the abolitionists every 
where. They are the only consistent advocates of liberty. Tell every 
man that you do not undcrs'and liberty for the white man, and slavery 
for the black msn : that you arc for liberty for all, of every color, 
f»retjd, and country. 
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Tbo American citizen proudly points to the national Declaration 
of liidependence, which declares that " AU mankind are born free 
aii<i equal, and arc alike entitled to lite, liberty, and the pursuit ot 
happiness." Aid him to cirry out this noble declaration by obtain, 
ing freedom for the slave. 

Irishmen and Irishwomen S treat the colored people as yonr equal?, 
as brethren. By all your memories of Ireland, continue to love li- 
berty — hata slavery— cling by the abolitionists, and in America you 
will do honor to the name oi Ireland. 



RICHARD M. JOHNSON. 

Ireland feels the iron hoof of oppression. She cries aloud to ihe 
nations for sympathy. She is the best judge of the sufJbrings she cn. 
dtircs — -their extent — their intensity, and we as lookers-on, can not 
remain indifferent if we woukf, Ireland feels that she is not an in- 
tegral portion of the British Empire — every act of the British Parlia- 
ment tells her that she is an alien, an outcast, a neglected one. Ire- 
land spume the oppressor, and stands forward to vindicate and es. 
tablish her right to Fclf-government. Her struggle is peaceable — it 
is moral — irresistible — sublime. She does not struggle as we strug* 
gled against British power, with the bayonet and the cannon. No ! 
she adopts another and a different force—the force of argument— 
of moral reasoning-— of intellectual electricity. With these forces 
she hopes to rend asunder the puny manacles of British tyranny, 
and the cause of general liberty is loo dear to American freemen 
not to wish her comfilete success. [Cheers.] Some persons may 
take exceptions to thens meetings, and may doubt the prudence of 
American citizens interfering in the cause of the oppressed. Genr 
tiemen, my opinion is, that the cause of honor, and virtue, and 
charity when honestly followed^ tcill always be found a prudent 
course. Above all, it is the only course which American frsemen 
can pursue. This is the land of the free, and the home of the b>ave, 
and we have an undoubted right t^ sympathise with the oppressed — • 
to feed the hungry and clothe ih6 naked from wheresoever they may. 
appeal. We have the right, aud may we never be wanting in the 
disposition to aid in the disenthralment of oppressed man, whether 
under an Irish or an Eastern sun. [Loud cheers,] I l>elieve the 
sentiments I utter find a sincere response in your bosoms, and I be- 
lieve ninctenths of the American people would respond to the ap- 

Seals of the oppressed ixt the same way.— S^cetA at Frankfort 
teniueky, 1842. 
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ERIN G J BRAGH! 



JAMES HAUGHTQN. 

Slavery such as I have described to y^di exists, to an immense ex- 
tent, in America. Tiiat highly professing' people, who talk so much 
about liberty, and atFect to despise the insiiiuiions of every other 
country in the world as untit for men to live under — that country 
which lias blazoned upon its standard one of the rioblest declarations 
whicii has ever been promulgated, but which they have made a mere 
parchment record, having no place in their affections — that people 
have degraded themselves by a foul contact with slavery such as I 
have described ; and it is to this degraded land tliat thous'ands of our 
countrymen are annually etnigrating, unconscious that so great a 
blot rests upon it. America is a fine land, and her while people niay 
well boast of the freedom they enjoy ; but, so long as they retain 
three millions of their follow.nien in bondage merely on account of 
the dark color of their skins, their name will be dishonored on the 
earth. Let us endeavor to vva6h our hands clear of this wickedness, 
by telling every slave-holding American who comes among us, that 
we can hold no friendly communication with him — that we consider the 
crime of which he is guilty as degrading as any of the crhnes which are 
considered among men every where as rerjdoring their perpetrators m» 
famous. Mr. Haughlon hero took a rapid survey of the condition of 
slaves in the southern slates of the Union, and gave some account of 
the practice of breeding slaves for sale* — Speech in Dublin, 
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KOBERT R. MADDEN. 

The elForta of the British government for the suppression of the 
Blave trade have been right honestly* assiduously, aiid encrgcUcally 
direc'ed to this great objcoi, at least during the last four year:; of my 
knowledge of this suppression. It is uT^poasibjle for any person not 
officially acquainted willi these niatters to forci an aclequate idea of 
the cxU id of these exertions, and the untiring energy and peiseverance 
with which they liave been carried on in various countries. 

Great use is made in America of tlic extraordinary political influ. 
ence of the poor people of this country who emigraie to Aint-rica, 
and to tlie cli^>rts that ought to be made to give them right and whole- 
some feelings on the subject pf slavery, and a just understanding of 
the value ol those fefForlsthat are made to rijsht the wronged, although 
the persons that are injured, and whose rights are outraged, are men 
of a dilfcrent complexion to our own. It is impossible for any one 
who has not visited America, t& conceive what an extraordinary in- 
fluence, on the government of that country the votes of the Irish 
people have, or how little beneficial use they make of the power they 
possess and exercise at the hustings with such extraordinary effect. 

They should not be left to depart from our own shoreh, ignorant 
that there does not exist in nature, in religion, or in civil polity, a 
reason for robbing any man of his liberty, be he black or while—tfjat 
there is neither truth, justice, nor humanity in the declarations ibey 
hear» that slavery is consonant to the condition of negro men, has a 
sanction in nature, or is sanctified by the permission of any chris. 
tian church. The fact must be forced on their attention by those who 
aie best qualified iq inform their minds and to gain their hearts — that 
slavery hsm no sanction frona their church — -that to devote one-fourth 
ps^rt tjF ffee habitable globe to perpetual bloodshed and warfare — to 
give up the V93t continent of Africa to the ravages of the man-rob- 
bers who deal in flesh and blood—the marauders who sack the towns 
and villages— Uie merchant murderers who ply the ciious trade, who 
separate the child from the mother, the husband from the wife, father 
from the souj k/a monstrous system of cruelty that, in any of its 
forn)s, is intolerable and unjust. . The state of things of wliich I 
speak I have myself seen ; and the experience I have alluded to. is 
the result of what I have observed on three occasions that I have 
visited the United States during the last six years. Of J he necessity 
that exists for diffusing sounder opinions on the subject Qf slavery, I 
am sure I need bring forward no other argument than this — that if 
the political influence of the ^rish settlers and emigrants of America 
were exerted in favor of the cause of the abolition of slavery in the 
United Slates, that syst^rr^ could not j)ossibly endure ! — Speech at 
Dublin A. S. S'jciety, 1842.^ 

Mr. Madden then adduced various authorilies-from the fathers, the 
doctrine^ of th& church, and the decrees of the popes, against sla- 
very. 

♦* The great synod of Armagh, at a period of general consterna. 
tion, declared ' that the public calamities were to be held as an in. 
fliction of divine justice on accoimt of the sins of the Irish people. 

22 
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DOMINIC SOTO. 

"To Soto belongs the signal honor of being liic first writer who 
condemned the African slave-trade." » It is affirmed,' says he, ' that 
the unhappy Ethiopians air by fraud or force carried away and sold 
as slaves. If this is true, neither those who have taken tlicm nor 
those wi.j purchase them, nor those who hold them in bondage, can 
ever have a quiet conscience till they emancipate them, even if no 
compensation should be obtained.' As the work which contains ihig 
nien>orable condemn?tion of njan-stealiiig and slavery was the sub- 
stance of lectures many years delivered at Salamanca, philosophy 
and religion appear, by the hand of their faithful minister, lo have 
thus smitten the monster in their earliest infancy. It is hard for any 
man of this age to conceive the praise which is due to the excellent 
monks who courageously asserted the riphts of those whom they 
never saw, against the prejudices of their order, tl)e supjwsed interest 
of their religion, the ambition of tlieir government, the avarice, and 
pride of their countrymen, and the prevailing opinion of their time. 
— Sir James Mackintosh. 

POPE GREGORY XVI. 
Boll for the Adolition of the Nkgro Slave Trade. 

On the 3d of December, 1839, the ninth year of the Pontificate. 

Placed as we ire on the supreme seat of the Apostles, ajul acting, 
though by no merits of our own, as the vicegerent of Je-sus Christ, 
the Son of God, who through his great mercy condescended to ^nake 
himsielf man and to die for the redemption of the world, wc regard 
as a duty devolving on our pastoral functions, that we endeavor to 
turn aside our faithful flocks entirely from the inhuman traffic in nc 
groes, or any other human beings whatstKjver. Beyond a doubt, 
when the light of the gospel first began to diffuse itself, thosr; unliajv 
py persons, who were plunged into the severest condition of slavery, 
in ccnsequence of the numerous wars at that time, found tlieir con* 
dition alleviated among the christians. For the Apostles, inspired 
by the Divine Spirit, taught even their slaves to obey their carnal 
masters as Christ, and to do the will of God heartily. They also 
taught their masters that they should act well to their slaves, and do 
unto them what was just and equitable, and abstain from threats, 
knowing that the God both of them and their slaves, dwells in Hea- 
ven, and that with him there is no acceptance of persons. But while 
a sincere and ^aniversal spirit of charity is especially enjoined by the 
law of fhe Gospel, and bur Lord himself said that he would consider 
any act of benevolence and mercy done to the least or poorest, or de* 
nied, as du.ie or denied to himself, it readily followed that the chris- 
tians not only considered their slaves, especially such as were chris- 
tians, in the light of brothers, but were even very prone to endow 
with liberty such as deserved. Indeed Gregorius Nissenus informs us 
that such liberation of slaves was customary on the occasion of the 
paschal' solemnities. Nor were there christians wanting, who, stirred 
up by a more burning zeal, subjected themselves to slavery to redoena 
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others, many of whom that apostolical personage, our predecessor, 
Clement, I, testifies that be knew. Hence, in progress of time, as 
the clouds of heathen superstition became gradually dispersed, cir- 
cumstances reached that point that during sev€ -al centuries there 
were no slaves allowed amongst the great majority of the christian 
nations, but with grief wc are compelled to add, that there after- 
wards arose, even among the faithful, a race of men who, basely 
blinded by the appetite and desire of sordid lucre, did not hesitate to 
reduce in remote regions of the earth, Indians, negroes, and other 
wretched beings, to the miseries of slavery, or,, iinding the trade es- 
tablished and augmented, to assist the shameful crime of others. Nor 
did many of the most glorious of the Roman Pontiffs omit severely 
to reprove their conduct as injurious to their soul'« health, and dis- 
graceful to the christian name. Among these mzy be especially 
quoted the Bull of Paul IIL which bears date the 29th of May, 
1537, asldressed to the Cardinal Archbishop of Toledo ; and another 
still more comprehensive by Urban VIII. dated the 22d of April, 
1639, to the collector Juriura of the Apostolic CJiamber in Portugal, 
most severely castigating by name, those v:bo presutned to subject 
cither East or West Indians to slavery. Pope Benedict XIV. sub. 
sequently confirmed these decrees of those distinguished Pontiffs by 
a new Bull, addressed to the heads of the governing authorities of 
Brazil, and other regions, on the 17th December, 1741. Even be- 
fore another predecessor of ours, more ancient than these, Pius II., 
in whose age the dominion of Portugal was extended to Guinea, wrote 
on the 7th October, 1462, to the Portuguese bishop, who was about 
to repair thither, a letter, in which he not only gave to that high 
functionary powers to ctercise with greater success his sacred minis- 
try in those parts, but gravely animadverted on the same occasion 
upon those christians who carried youth into slavery. And in our 
own lime Pius VII. moved by the same spirit of religion and charity 
as those who bad gorie before him, sedulously interposed his good of- 
fices With the men in power, that the trade in blacks should at length 
be put an end to entirely amongst the christians. These injunctions 
and these good ofHces of our predecessors served not a Ijltle, with the 
help of God, towards protecting the Indians and the other aforesaid 
races, both from the cruelty of their invaders and from the cupidity 
of the christian merchants ; not to such an extent however, that th9 
Holy See can have to rejoice at their flocks having totally abandoned 
such practices, since, on the contrary, the trade in blacks, though 
diminished to some extent, is still carried on by many christians: 
wherefore, we, desiring to avert this disgrace from the whole confines 
of Christianity, having summoned several of our reverend brothers, 
their eminences the Cardinals, to our counsel, and having maturely 
deliberated on the whole matter, pursuing the footsteps of our pre. 
decessors, admonish by our apostolic authority, and urgently invoke 
in the name of Grod, all christians of whatever condition, that none 
henceforth dare to subject to slavery, unjustly persecute, or despoil 
of their goods, Indians, negroes, or other classes of men, or to bo 
accessories to others or furnish their aid or assistance in so doing ; 
aad on no account hcncetorth to exercise that inhuman traffic, by 
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which negroes are reduced to slavery, as if they were not naen, bat 
Automata o** chattels, and are sold in defiance of alt the laws of jus- 
tice and humanity, and devoted to severe and intolerable labors. We 
further reprobate iy our aposlolic authority all the above described 
offences as utterly unworthy of the christian name; and by the same 
authority we rigidly prohibit and interdict all and every individual, 
whether ecciessiastical or laical, from presuming to defend that com- 
merce in negro slav^ under any pretence or borrowed color, or to 
teacbs^ or publish in any manner, publicly or privately, things contra., 
ry to the admonitions which we have given in those letters. 

And finally that this, our Ball, may be rendered more apparent to 
ItU, and tliai no person may allege any ignorance thereof^ we decree 
and order that it shall be published according to custom, and copies 
thereof be properly aflixed to the gates of St Peter, and of the Apos- 
tolic Chancel every and in like mannbir to the General Court on 
Monnt Fitatouia, and in the field of thd Campus Flora, and also 
through the city one of our heralds according to aforesaid custom. 

Given at Rome, at the Palace of Santa Maria Major, under the 
»eal of the fisherman (sab annulo piscatoris,) on the third day of 
Dec. 1839, and in the ninth year of our Pontificate. Coantefsigned 
by Cardiiial A. Lambhoschini. 



Address of the British residents of Gibraltar^ Cadiz, Florence^ 
Naples, Leghorn, Smyrna^ Tripoli^ Malta, and Ooza, 

A testimonial of gratitude to his Highness, t^e Bashsiw of Tunis, 
{or his philantlirc^picand most noble resolution to abolish the inhuman 
ftnd horrible trafSc in slaves, throughout his extensive and very im 
porlant African dominions. 

- We, the undersigned British residents, offiofirs and mer<?hants of 
Oibralter,; having heard your Uighne^s's philanthropic ana noble 
intention 4o abolish the inhumai;} tfi^ffic in black slaves^ throughout 
you^ territories, and that your. Highness has, in completion .Oif so so- 
lemn and humane a design, actually taken the preliminary steps, by 
by suppressing all public places for the sale of negroes.; foreseeing 
the va^ft consequences of good to humanity^ in the regions of North 
&nd Central Africa, which must inevit^ibly follow from conduct so 
full of enlightened and princely philanthropy } recognizing in thia 
spontaneous determination of your Highnc^r a manifest and all-im* 
pressive example to the Mahometan and Christian sovereigns of neigh- 
boring states, inciting them to similar efforts for the relief of the 
flacks of Africa, a large, but most degraded and suffering portion of 
the human race;, remembering the imniense sacrifices which our own 
country has made, and continues to make,- in. blpo^ and treasure, to 
abolisli throughout the world tbs foul crime of trafficking in the bo- 
dies and souls of men ; feeling that your Highness's noble philan- 
thrQphy will excite joy and thankfulness in the niiiids of our country* 
men at hofne, a6 it does in our own breasts ; we cannot but express 
our ardent 3,dmiration of your Highness's anti^slavery measures, and 
offer you our most cordial acknowledgment, and ibank^ ; wishing you 
alt pr(wperity in your administration of the important regency of 



THE LEGION OP LIBERTTT. 



257 



Tunis; also every happiness in your personal and domestic relations, 
ftnd in the life to ooine, a full reward for this gr^at act of mtncy to 
the forlorn and desolate children of Africa, 

MUSHEER AHMED BASHAW BEY . 

Praise be to God ! 

Frnm the servant of God, Musheer Ahmed Bashaw Bey, sore- 
reign prince of the dominions of Tunis, to the perfectly honored 
Englishmen united together for the melioration of the human race. 
May God honor them ! 

We have received the letter which you have forwarded to us by the 
honored and revered Richardson, congratuleting us upon the raea. 
Bures that we have adopted for the glory of mankind, to distinguish 
them from the brato creation. 
' Your letter has filled us with joy and satisfaction. 

May God aid us in our efforts — may he enable us to accomplish the 
objects of our hopes-«>and may ho accept this our work ! 

May you live continually under the protection of God Almighty J 

Given at Tunis, 26th day Elhojah, 1257, (7th Feb. 1842,) 

JAMES RICHABiDSON. 

I went, whilst in Tunis, to see the demolished slavcmarket. I 
felt deeply when I saw the ruin oi" this crying iniquity. Hundreds of 
years human beings had been exposed for sale in that place, like cat. 
tie ! How strange that a Mussulman state should tear down that den 
of traffic for the bodies and souls of men, while in Christian Ameri- 
ca this foul system still flourishes in such vigor ! ! How dreadful tha 
responsibility of the Americans ! 

I made many inquiries as to the feeling of the Moors on this sub- 
ject. I am most happy to say that the greater part are in favor of 
the Bey, but all obey. If slaves now are sold in Tunis* it is con- 
traband, and with the greatest secrecy. It is now only exchange, 
one proprietor giving his slave to another proprietor for his. But all 
this is done in darkness. No slave can be bought or sold by the laws 
of the country. The prohibition is complete and absolute. And 
many of the courtiers of the Bey, following his noble example, are 
libeiating their slaves— forever ! He said personally to me among 
other things — «♦ I began with pleasure the abolition of slavery, and 
will not cease to prowJcute the great work of emancipation, until I 
have completely cxtupated slavery from my dominions." 

AUSTRIA. 

Extract from an ordinanco of his Imperial and Royal Majesty erf" 
Austria, dated 25th June, 1826. 
"In order to prevent Austrian subjects and vassals from partici- 

fjating Jn any manner in thn alave-trade, and in order to jjrevent slaves 
rom bad treatment, his Imperial and Royal Majesty, in conformity 
with the existing laws of Austria (viz. 8e<jtion 16 of the Civil Cod^ 
22* 
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which determines that eveiy human being, in virtue of those rightf 
VThich are recognised by recuon, is to be considered a civil person, and 
tliat, therefore, slavery, and every exerciae of power relative ta the 
state of slavery, are not tolerated ii\ the imperial anfl royal dominions,) 
and further, in twrtformity with section 78 of the first part of the Penal 
Code, which declares every hindrance of. the exercise of personal 
liberi^ a crime of public viotenc^ — has been graciously pleased, by his 
sovereign resolution of ^th June, 1^26, to determine and order as 
foUaws: — Art I. Any slavcj from the taom^ent he treads on the soil of 
the Imperial and Royal Dominions of Austria, or even merely steps 
on board of an Austrian vessel, sliall .be free." 
Austrian Consulate. Qeneralj New York, Oct, 18, 1830. 

Ij.,Lbdbrer. 

RUSSIA. 

CoNstTLiR NOTICE.— rCertain individuals who, in deSance of the 
laws of their own, country, still continue to engage jn the African 
slave-trade, having mven cause for suspicioi: ?iiat they intend, to make 
use of the Russian nag as a protection a^inst tiio right of search and 
seizure, mutually assumed and conceded by the powers participating 
in the treaty for the suppression of this nefarious traffic, the under- 
signed, the Russian Consul General, at New York, being specially 
iny^tructed by. his government, gives hereby public notice to all persons 
w^om ^t may concern, $hat the Russian flag can in no case; be resorted 
^ without the previous permission of the Imperial Governmen|, and. 
without le^ authorization in dm form, and m strict accordance with 
the laws ot the empire ; that any proceeding to the contrary shail be 
considered as a fraud, exponng the persons guilty of it to all its conse- 
quences^ and that no slave-trader, in any circumstances whatever, 
when seized under the Ru^ian fiag, or otherwise, can invoke the did 
of the linperial Government to screen him from just and well-merited 
punishment. 

RiMse du Consulate General, New York, April 2, 1836., 

Alexis EustapAibtb. 

PRANCE. 

MARSELI.OISB HTMK. 

With Ifxury and pride surrounded, 

l*h9 vile insatiate despots dar@ 
(Tlieir tliirst of power and gold unbounded) 

To roetei and rend the lia^tit and air ; 
Like bdasts of burden would thu/loadl us, 

Like (lemons bid tlieir slaves adore ; 

But man is man, and who is more 1 
Then shall they longer lash and goad us 1 

0 Liberty ! can man resign thee, 

Once having felt thy generous flame I 
Can dungeon's belts, or i>ars confine thee, 

Or whips thy noble spirit tame I 
Too long the world has wept bewailing 
' That falsehood's dagger tyrants wield ; 

But freedom is our sword and shield. 
And all their arts are unavailing ! 
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MOJJtKSaUlKU. 

; Slavery is not useful either to »-he master or to the slave; lo the 
slave, bsca use he can do nothing by virtue; to the nmstci, o-.* ause 
he contracts with his duves all sorts of t;vil habits, inures himsi If in- 
sensibly to neglect every moral virtue, and becomes proud, passis^aaie, 
hard-licartndj violent, voluptuous, and cruel. The slave sees u iet^ 
happy whereof he is not even a part; he finds that secuniy m 
estul)li?!lv;id (or other?, but not for hun : he perceives that his muster 
has a i^oul capable of .self- advancement, while his own is vioU;utiy and 
for ever repressec' JNothiiii;; puts one nearer the conditioi^ of the 
beasts than alwa' s to sec t'lt'eiiirn and not to be free, Swii n jxrstm. 
is the nattirid enciity of the soculy in x'liich he lives^ 

It. is impossible l(» allow Jiie iie.;.ioej* are men, because if «r allow 
tlicm to oe :acii, it will bt-giu fob.' believed that we are not Chn'r-tmns. 

JEAN JACUUES ROUSSEAU. 

To renounce our,lii;erly is (o renounce our quality of man, atui with 
it ait t'ie rights and tluties ul liiimauity ; and no adequate compt iiMition 
cnn. jjo-ssibly be made lor .sue'n i sacrifice ; as it is in itself imet mi pati- 
ble >viih Ihe nature of man, \\ iinse »;ctions, when once he is de prived 
of i/..^ free wi4l, nm.-^l be tle.siiiute of all morality." In a word, u con- 
vention "vhich stipislale;^ f<)r iibsolnte authority on one sitle, and 
unlin»itcd obedience on liie other, must alvi'ays be considered as vain 
and contradictory. What rii;htoan my sl-.ve have that is not mine, 
since every thing tluit iic has belongs to me; and to speak of the 
right of n»e against inyst II is absolute nonsense. 

Thus in \yhatevor lii^^it we view thin ^^s, the right of slavery is found 
tc be null; not only btrause it is illegal, but Jjecauiie it can ha ve no 
existence ; for the tfrmn vlavtry and light contradict arid exclude each 
other; and be it fio-.n luan to man, or from a maa tp a nation, it 
woiild b-' ecpialiy noiiS' jisieal fosay — / inake a corfmani tcithyou et^lirely 
at your expense, and Jor u,y bmejit ; I-V^jiU observe it as far as my inclina- 
tion leaih »ie, and yon filiaU observe it as far as I please. — [On Ihe Social 
CoiUracL] 

BfJFFON. : 

Upon the whole, it is sip|u»reut Utat the uipfortunate negroes are 
endowed with excellent Im ai ts, and possess tlis seeds of every human 
virtue. I cannot write lin ir history, without lamenting their misera- 
ble condition. Is it not hjore than epough to reduce men to slavery, 
and to oblige them to labor perpetually, without t^e capacity of 
acquiring property ? . To tliese, is it/ necessary to a^d cruelly, and 
blows, and to abuse them worse than brutes? Humanity revolts 
against those odious opprtfs*$lo!!S which result frotn avaiiw^ and which 
would have been daily renf'\ved, had nbt the laws eiven a friendly 
f check to the brutality of inastere, and iixed limits to me sufferings of 
their slaves. They ate forced to labor; and yet the coarsest food ^Ja 
dealt out to them \yith a sparing hand. " They support," say their 
obdurate taskmasters, "hunger without inconvenience; a singlo 
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European meal is sufficient provision to a negro for three days ; how- 
ever iiuie they eat or sleep they are always equally strong anil equally 
fit for labor." How can men, in whose brcaata a single spark of 
huutanity remains unextinguished, adopt suc> detestable maxims? 
How dare they by such barbarous and diabolioal arguments, attempt 
to paliate those oppressions vv^hich originate solely from their thirst of 
^-otd ? But i.;t us abandon those hardened monsters, to perpetual 
mfamy and return to our subject.^ — J^cUural History. 

H. aREGOIRE. 

* 

If. says Price, you have a right to make another man a slave, he 
hiiis a right to make you a slave ; and if we have no right says Rama^f 
to sell hita, no one has a right to purchase him. 

if ever »^groea, bursting their chains, sjbiould come (which Heaven 
!«^bid) on t'.jtt European coast, to drag^vhites of both sexes from their 
famiijei: r <o chain them and conduct tinem to Africa, and mark them 
wUh ft hot iron ; if whiles stolen, sold, purchased by crimes, and 
piac«d <• ider the guidance of merciless inspectors, were immediately 
coinpelk"! b;f the stroke of the whip, to work in a climate injurious to 
their healtIl,*w^^:i^e, at the close of each day, they could have no other 
consolau>n than tliat of advancing another step to the tomb — no other 
perspecti /e than to suffer and to die in all the anj^uj&h of despair — if 
devoted to iuisery and ignominy, they were exciuii^sd from all tbs 
piivilege^ of society, and declared legally incapable of judicial action, 
thsir testimony wojld not have been admitted even against the black 
class ; if driven from the sidewalks, they were compelled to mingle 
with the animals in the middle of the streetyif a subscription were 
made to liave them lashed in a mass, and their backs, to prevent gan- 
grene, covered with pepper and with salt — if the forfeit for killing Sem 
were but a trifling sufn — if a reward were offered for apprehending 
tho&s who escape from slavery — if those who escape were hunted by & 
pack #f hounas, trained to carnage — if, blasphemin« th© Divinity, 
ihe blacks pretended, that by their origin they hadf permission of 
Heaven to preach passive obedience and resi^ation to tlie whites — if 
greedy hireling writers published, that for ilus reason, just reprisals 
may be exercised against the rebeUims whites, and that white slaves 
are happy, more happy than the peasants in the bosom of Africa in 
a word, if all ihe arts of cunning and calumny, all the strength and 
fury of avarice, all the inventions of ferocity were directed against you, 
by a coalition of dogs, merchants, priests, kings, soldiers, and colonists, 
whfiit cry of horror would resound through these countries 7 To 
express it, new epithets would be sought ; a crowd of writers, and 
particulariy of poets, would exha,ust their eloquent lamentations, pro- 
vided that having nothmg to fear, tliere w^s something to gain. 
Europeans, reverse this hypothesis, and see what you are ! 

Yes, I . repeat it, there is not a vic^ not a species of wickedness, of 
which Europe is not guilty towards negroes, oi which she has not shown 
them the example. Avenging God f suspend thy thunder, exhaust 
thy compassion, in giving her time and courage to repair, if possible, 
these horrors aad atrocities.— -Fact*/<ws ofjfegroes. 
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THE ABBE RAYNAL. 

Will it be said that he, who wants to make me a slave, does me no 
injury, but that lie only makes use of his rights ? Where are those 
rights? Who hath stamps upon them so eacred a character as to 
sihnce mine ? 

He who suppoits tlie system of slavery, is the enemy of the whole 
human race. He divides it into two societies of legal assasins; the 
oppressors, and the oppressed. It is the same thing as proclaiming 
to tlie world, if you would preserve your hfe, instantly take away 
mine, for I want to have yours. 

But the negroes, they say, are a race bom for slavery ; their dispo- 
sitions urc narrow, treacherous, and wicked ; they themselves allow 
the superiority of our understandings, and almost acknowledge the 

C' lie of our authority. Yes ; the minds of the negroes are contracted, 
use slavery destroys all the springs of the soul. They are wicked, 
but not equally so with you» They are treacherous, be<;ause they are 
under no obligation to speak truth to their tyrants. They ackiyayi'!- 
edge the superiority of our understandings, because we have abused 
their ig^norance. SChey allow the justice of our authority, because we 
have.abusdd their weakness. 

I shall not be afraid to cite to the tribunal of reason and justice those 
governments, which tolerate this cruelty} or which ieven are not ashamed 
to luake it the basis of tlieir power. 

JAaUES PIERRE BRISSOT. 

, ! When you ruu over Maryland and Virginia, you conceive yourself 
in a different world ; and you are convinced of it, when you converse 
vith the inhabitants. 

They speak not here of projeclte for freeing the negroes ; they praise 
not Uie societies of London and America ; they read not the works of 
Clarkson— -No j the indolent masters behold with uneasiness the efforts 
tJiat are making to render freedom universal. 

" God has treated mm of 'dl naHons, of aU langmges, of all xolorSf 
eqitaUy free; Slavery, in dl Us forms^ in aU Us degrees^ i& a violation of 
tht Divine laws ; and a degradalion of human nciwre." 

[Travelsin the UnUed States, 1788.} 

HYPPOLITE SAINT ANTHOINE. 

The American families of my acquaintance seem to have one poiw 
tion of their hearts open to tlie tenderest sentiments, while, when- 
ever the subject is the melioration of the lot of these uufortuiiato 
blacks, another responds to the cruelest^namely^ a blind prejudice.. 
These distinguished families differ in this respect from the nobie faim. 
lies of our own country, who in no case recognize the aristocra- 
cy of the skin for all are in favor of the emancipation of tha 
slaves. The class, not numerous, which opposes it here in Frturv^s 



262 THE LEGION OF LIBEU'ty. 



16 that which is connected by interest with the colonists, or hopes *0 
obtain some thing of them. 

I do not believe, that in the United Stales, the hour which shall 
give liberty to the slaves will be thai of the eslenninalion of the 
white race. Men were not made to destroy one another. Let the 
fearful take courage from the example of Ant igua. Tranquillity and 
concord reign there. Commerce is more flourishing than ever before. 
It is an error then to believe that emancipation wiii be destruclive to 
industry. The abulition of slavery will multiply men, talents, Intel- 
ligence, and the objccls of consumption. Euiancipation will secure 
the whites from revolts an^ assassination, for, what was it but the 
great number of slaves which rendered revolts so frequent in the last 
days of the Roman republic ? The unnatural condition of slavery 
places man in continual conflict wiih man, spoils one man of his 
rights without adding any thing lothe real privileges of another ; and, 
far from favoring liberty by elevating the soul of the master, it only 
developes those vicious propensities which plunge him in luxury and 
debauchery. 

Can those who really believe in a Divinity, and who constantly in* 
voke HS^i m all the actions of their lives, raise t|^eir hearts without 
remorse In view of the wrongs under which the unhappy blaeks hav« 
been ^crushed ? 

F. DE LA MENNAIS. 

Love God above all things, and thy neighbour as thyself, and bon- 
dage would disappear from the earth. 

But, in the mean time, those who profit from the bondage of their 
brethren, will spare no labor to prolong it. They will employ for this 
purpose both falsehood and force. 

They will say, that the arbitrary dominion of some, and the bondage 
of all others is the established order of God; a,nd to preserve their 
tyranny they will not fear to blaspheme Providence. 

Say to such, that their gad is Satan, the eaieray of the human 
race, and that your God is he who liath conquered Satan. 

Liberty is like the kingdom of heaven ; it suiFereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force. 

But t^e violence which shall place you in the possession of liberty, 
is not the ferocious violence of thieves and robbers, oppression, ven. 
geauce, and cruelty ; but a will strong and inflexible, a courage calm 
and generous. 

The most holy cause becomes most impious and execrable, when 
crime is emplo}'ed io sustain it. The man of crime, from a slave 
mar become a tyrant, but 'never will he become free. — Worda of a 
BifUtver. 
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L.AIME.MARTIN. 

Bring together a Turk, a Russian, a Chinese, and with pain we 
venture to write, an American of the United Stales ; accuse th« 
Chinese of assassinating his own children, the Turk of nmtilating 
men, the Russian of selling at once the soil and the peacant, th« 
American of breeding slaves in the land of Liberty; yoii hear tliera 
all without a blush plead innocent of these erinjes, which they havi 
inherited from public opinion, and which are screened by education 

Nature owns neither nobles nor vassals, neither masters nor slaves 
neither French nor Germans, nor English ; all are men ! Under th« 
dominion of this sublime truth, what people will dare to sell slaves' 
what nation will^dare to declare war against another ! what man 
will dare to despise his fellow ? 

And now we begin to comprehend the work of the creator. Wi 
love our family more than ourselves, our coi:nlry more than our faraj. 
ly, and the hun^an race more than our country, our soul embracci 
the world and expands beyond it. From people to people she hai 
arrived to the unity of the human family. 

Our actions result in the rewards or pains which they merit 
Good reciprocates good, evil reproduces evil. If thou buy and sell 
n»en and liold ..laves, all the vices of slavery will be entailed on thj 
family. 

White is found with cold, and brown, red and black with heat 
This general law is jicrpetualed in the color of the human race 
Dark under the rays of the sun. and white in the temperate regions 
No condemnation of your poor Africans ; if the doctors curse you 
Nature bicffses you, if monstrous prejudices make you a terrible ex 
ception, Nat ure, like a tender mother, embraces you in the generalilj 
of her iaws. — Civilization of the human family by means of Woman 
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UNANIMOUS OPINION OF THE COMMISSION. 

Your Co?Timission have been unanimous in the opinion, that th« 
time has come to engage actively in the final abolition of {Jlavery iu 
our colonics ; and they have thought it their duty to endeavor to dc. 
vise the be^t jnethod of accomplishing that object. 

Two general systems have naturally presented themselves. 

The first, gives liberty to tJie slaves individually, and by a succes* 
Bion of slow and progressive nieasures. 

The second puis a siop to servitude at once, and for every «»lavo. 

Your Cf ■nmiss'ion, after mature investigation, were of the unani- 
mous opinibn, that simultaneous smancijmtion presented less incon- 
venience and fewer perils than gradual ®nfancipation.' 

your Commission being thus convir»';ed, that universal emancipa- 
tion was the least dangerpus mode of destroying slavery, have ap. 
plied ihemselves wholly to tho inquiry as to the general conditions 
and the manner in which this ^^mancipation should be effected. 

Your 'Commission have re^; fled at once the idea of assimilating 
slave property to other kinds of \ uiy protected by law. They do 



not adm't that the restoring of a nejrro to liberty is a parallel case la 
that of a forced exaction of property by the state for tiie public good, 
Man hasi never had the right of po>f?e8sing man, and the possession 
itself has' always been and still is unlawful. 

And even if principles concerning the use of property for the good 
of the community were here applicable, it is evident that the planter 
could not, in accordance with these principics, claim in advance the 
reimburscnien} of the total value of the slave, for in the place of the 
slave whonr flic law takes from him, it offers him a free laborer. The 
free workman, it is true, will only s^rve for wages ; but the slave 
hinjpeif can only serve on condition of purchase, nourishment, pro- 
tection, and clothing, which are wages under another form. The 
property of the planter, thei ^ is not invaded by t^e fact of omauci- 
palion ! he has strictly no I'igh't to an idemnity, unices, by the yet 
doubtful result of this cmancipalion, the negroes refuse to work, or 
the wages which they demand for their lal>or shall exceed the sum 
for which their co-operation could be com}>elled during slavery. 

It is, nevertheless, the unanimous opinion of your Commission, 
It. at it would be neither humane, equitable, nor wise to refuse assis- 
tance to the colonics at the hour when a general emancipation is de- 
clared, and during its operation, 

, JUSTIN PERKINS, 

Missionary in Persia. 

Every European who meets m, as he strolls through these distant 
regions, for curiosity, for honor, or for gain, goads us by tauntingly, 
but jiisUy pointing us to American slavery, that blot of inconsisten- 
cy which so mai s the escutcheon of our republican glory. And were 
the natives of this country, to wluch we have come to bring the tid- 
ings of 'peace on earth and good will to men,' to know of the exis- 
tence of American .slavery, how would they be wrapt in amazement, 
and apply to us the cutting rebuke, * physician, heal thyself;' and 
with reason ; for degraded as are the lower classes, and particularly 
the nominally christians, in these countries, who are trodden down 
to the dust by their Mohammedan manrters, and affecting as it often 
is, to witness their sufferings, there is stijl hut a small comparison be- 
tween the horrors of tlieir condition and that of the southern slaves. 
Yes ; though I blush, and my heart , sinks at the acknowleagnient, 
candor compels ine to say, that in all my travel? and residence in the 
regions of Mohammedan despotism, I Have seen nothing in the shape 
of oppression to equal the rigors under which millions of imniortal 
beings arc at this moment groaning, in our own christian, protestant, 
republican America ! May the first knowledge which Persians and 
Ncstonans s.hall receive of American slavery, bo the intelligence of 
iL<? remava!, and that • right early.* 
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HISTORY OF ABOLITION. 



"The abolition decree of the Great Council of England was pas- 
sed in 1102. The niemorable Irish dscree, 'that all EiigHsh slaves 
in the whole of Ireland be inxmediately emancipated and restored to 
their former liberty/ was issued in 1171. Passing over many in- 
Btances of the abolition of slavery by law, both during the middle 
ages and since the reformation, we find ihem multiplying as v. e ap- 
proach our own times. In 1776, slavery was abolished in Pr -^ ia by 
special edict. In St. Doraingo, Cayenne, Gaudalouoe, and Marii- 
iiique, in 1794, where more than 600,000 slaves were en i-'cipated 
by the French government. In Java, 1811; in Ceylon, 1815; in 
Buenos Ay res, 1816; in St. Helena, 1816; in Colombia, 1821; by 
the congress of Chili in 1821 ; in Cape Colony, 1823 ; in Malaeca, 
1825; in the southern provinces of Birmah, 1825 ; in Boliyia, 182o; 
in Pery, Guatemala and Montevideo, 1828 ; in Jamaica, Barbodoes, 
the Bermudas, the Bahamas, Anquilla, iMauritius, St. Christopher';* 
Nevia, tn« Virgin Islands, (British,) Antigua, Montserrat, Domini- 
ca, St. Vincent's, Grenada, Berbice, Tobago, St. Lwcia, Trinidad, 
Honduras, Demerara, Essequibo, and the cajie of Good Hope, on 
the Ist of August, 1834. But, waiving details, suffice it to say that 
England, France, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Russia, Austria, Prus- 
sia, and Germany, have all, and often, given their testimony to ttjo 
competency of the legislative power to abolish slavery. In our own 
country, the legisJature of Pennsylvania, passed an act of abolition 
in 1780; Connecticut in 1784, Rhode- Island in 1784, New. York in 
1799, New Jersey in 1804, Vermont by constitution in 1777, Mas- 
sachusetts, in 1780, and New-Hampshire in ll&V'— Anti-Slaver^ 
Examiner. 
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Moses. — Chap. I, ver. 27. So 
God created man in his oion 
iinasc : in the image of God cre- 
atccT he him ; male and female 
created he them. — Genesis. (,Vbt 
tyrants and slaves.] 

XXI, 16. And he that stealeth 
a man, and selleth him, or if he 
be found in his hand, lie shall 
surely he put to death. 

XXIII," y. Also thou shalt not 
oppress a stranger: for ye know 
tiie he^irt of a stranger, seeing ye 
were strangers m the land of 
Egypt. — Exodus. 

^XIX, 13. Thou shalt not de- 
fraud thy neighhor, neither rob 
him : the wages of him that is 
hired .«hall not abide with thee all 
nigiji ui til the morning. 

1 8. Thou shalt love t!iy neigh- 
bor as thyself. 

33. And if a stranger sojourn 
with thee m your land, ye shall 
not vex him. 

XXV, 10. And ye shall hallow 
the fiftieth year, and proclaim 
liberty throughout all tiie land 
unto all the inhabitants thereof; 
it shall be a jubilee unto you ; and 
ye shall return every man unto his 
possession, and ye shall return 
every man unto his family. — 
Leviticus. 

XV, 14. Thou shalt not op- 
press an hired servant that is poor 
and needy, whether he be of thy 
brethren, or of thy strangers that 
are in thy land witnin thy gates. 

XXnX 15. THOU SHALT 
NOT DELIVER UNTO HIS 
MASTER THE SERVANT 
WHICH IS ESCAPED FROM 
HIS MASTER UNTO THEE. 
•—Deuierojiomy 



Job.— C/ja;), IV, ver. 8. Evea 
as I have seen, they that plow 
iniquity, and sow wickedness, 
reap the same. 

XV, 20. Tiie wicked man 
travalleth with pain all his days, 
and tiie number of years is hidden 
to the oppressor. 

■ XX, 18. That which he labor- 
ed for shall he resfore, and sliall 
not swallow it down : according 
to /us substance shall the restitution 
fee, and he shall not rejoice i/ierei/a. 

19. Because he hath oppressed 
ayid hath forsaken the poor ; be- 
cause he hath violently taken 
away an house which he builded 
not: 

David.— P.?. XVIH, ter, 25 
With the merciful thou wilt shew 
thyself merciful ; with an uprigbl 
man thou wilt shew thyself up- 
right ; 

27. For thou wilt save the 
afflicted people ; hut wilt bring 
down high looks. 

LXXlI, 4. He shall judge the 
poor of the people, he sli'all save 
the children of the needy, and 
shall break in pieces the oppres- 
sor. — Psalms. 

Solomon. — Chap. Ill, ven 1. 
And Solomon made affinity with 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, dnd took 
Pharaoh's daughter^ and brovight 
her into the city of David. 1 Kings. 

I, 24. Because I have called 
and ye refused ; I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man re- 
garded ; 

25. But ye have set at nought 
all my counsel, and would nono 
of my reproof : 
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26. \ alao will laugh at your 
calomity ; I will mock wi»en your 
fear cometh ; — Proverbs. 

IV, 1. So I returned, and con- 
sidered all the oppressions that 
are done under the sun : and be- 
hold, the tears of such as were op- 
pressed, and they had no com- 
forter ; and on the' side of thAr 
oppressors there was power; but 
they had no comforter. — Eccle- 
siastes. 

Isaiah. — Chap, V, ver. 20. Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and 
^ood evil ; that put darkness for 
hght, and light for darkness ; that 
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter! 

LVIII, 6. Is not this the fast that 
i have chosen ? to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oopressed 
go free, and that ye break every 
yoke? 

jEREaiiAH. — Chap. XXXIV, VCT. 

17. Therefore thus saiia the Lord, 
Ye have not hearkened unto me, 
in proclaiming liberty, every one 
to nis brother, and every man to 
his neighbor : behold, I proclaim 
a liberty for yoju saith the Lord, 
to the swor^, to the pestilence, 
and to the famine; and I will 
make you to be removed into all 
the kingdoms of the earth. 

Jesus Christ. 

Chap. V, ver. 7. Blessed arc 
the merciful : for they shall obtain 
mercy. 

VII, 2. For with what iod^- 
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged: • 
and witn what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured to you again. 

12. Therefore all things what- 
soever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them : 
for this is the law and the pro- 
ohets. 



IX, 13. But go ye and leam 
what thai meanolh, I will have 
mercy, and not saciifice : for I 
am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance. 

XXIII, a Eiit be ye not called 
Rabbi : for one is your Master, 
even Christ ; and aU ye are bve- 
thren. 

XXV, 45. Verily, I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye did il not to 
one of the least of these, ye did it 
not to mo. — St. Matthew^s Gospel. 

IV, 8. To preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised. — St. Luke. 

St. Peter. — Chap. X, ver. 34. 
f Then Peter opened his mouth, 
and said, Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter oi persons : 

35. But in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, is accepted' witii him.— 
»Scts. 

Ill, 8. Finally, be ye all of one 
mirul, having compassion one of 
another ; love as brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous J — 1st Epistle. 

St. Paul. — Chap. II, ver. 6. 
Who will render to ever man ac- 
cord ing^to his deeds. 

II. For there is no respect of 
persons with God. — Epistls to the 
Jtomatis. 

XVII, 26. And hath made of 
one blood all nations of men (or 
to dwell on the face of the eaith, 
and hath determined the times be- 
fore appointed, and tha Ix^sds 
of their habitation.— .5c<5. 

III, 17. I^ow the Lord is that 
Spirit: and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. 

VIII, 14. But by an equality, 
thai now at this time your abun- 
dance may be a supply for their 
want, that their abunda.ice also 
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ms^ be e supply for your want, 
that tlujre may be equality.— 
9 Cmnthians. 

y, 1. Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has 
maite us ft-ee, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. 

13. For, brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty ; only xtse . not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love serve one another. 

14. For all the law is fulfilled 
in one word, even in tliis, Thou 
riialt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
■^Oalatians. 

V, 9. And, ye, masters, do the 
same thin^ unto them, forbearing 
threatening: knowing that your 
Master also is in heaven ; neither 
is there respect of persons with 
him. — Ephesians. 

Ill, 25. But he that doeth wronp: 
fihaU receive for the wrong which 
he hoth done ; and there is no 
respect of persons. 

iV, 1. Masters, give unto your 
servants that wiuch is just and 
equal ; knowing that ye also have 
a Master which is in heaven. — • 
Colossians. 

^il, 3. Remember them that 
are in bonds, as bound with them ; 
and them which sufler adversity, 
as being yourselves also in the 
body. — Hebrews. 

St. Jambs."— CAap. II, ver. B. 
But ye have despised ihd poor. 
Do ^trich men oppress you, and 
dnw you before the judgment- 
•eats? 

9. If ye fnlfil the ntyal law ao 



cording to the scripture, TlM>a 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyael^ 
ye do well : 

9. But if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and ar* 
convinced of the law as trana* 
gressors. 

St. John. — Chap. IV, ver, 20. 
If a man say, I iove God and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar: 
for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not seen ? 

21. And this commandment 
have we from him. That he who 
loveth God love his brother also. 
— ist Epistle. 

Xni, 9. If any man have an 
ear, let him hear. 

10. He that leadeth into cap- 
tivity, shall go info captivity: he 
that killeth with ine sword, must 
be killed with the sword. 

11. And the merchants of the 
earth shall weep and mourn ovei 
her; for no man buyeth theh 
merchandise any more : 

13. Fine flour, and wheat, and 
beas^,and sheep, and horses, and 
chariots, and slaves and souls of 
men. 

XX, 13. And the sea ^ave up 
the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man ac- 
cording to their works, 

XXn, 12. And behold I coma 
quickly ; and. my reward is with 
me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be. — RevelaUmt, 
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AN APPENDAGE. 

[Although the names of many assiduous lecturers and laborers in 
the righteous cause, have, from want of space been omitlcd in this 
Legion of Liberty, and but a page or paragraph been allowed evea 
to those who have written voluminously, yet, at the suggestion of a 
devoted advocate of freedom and justice the views and feelings 
of about a dozen of the leaders of the slaves of slavery are admitted 
as an exam{>le. These sentiments will be found worthy of their 
source, and to corroborate the character of the slave system and its 
fruits as exhibited by the previous works of the friends of liberty 
and humanity, with which they strongly contrast.] 



B. WATKINS LEIGH. 

Power and property may be separated for a time by force or 
fraud, but divorced, never. For so soon as the pang of separation is 
felt, if there be truth in history— if there be any certainty in the ex- 
perience of ages — if all pretensions to a knowledge of the human 
heart be not vanity and folly — property will purchase power, and 
power will take property. 

Sir, the true and peculiar advantage of the principle pf represen- 
tative government is, that it holds ^government abso/utely depend- 
ent on individual property, which gives the owner of property an 
interest to watch the government — that it puts the purse-strings in 
the hands of its owners. 

In every civilized country under the sun, some there must be who 
labor for their daily bread, either by contract with, or subjection to 
others, or for themselves. — Slaves in the eastern part of the state fill 
the place of the peasantry of Europe-— of the peasantry or day Ia« 
borers of the non-slave-holding states of the Union. The denser the 
population, the more numerous this class will be. Even in the 
present state of the population beyond the Allegany, there must be 
some peasantry, and as the country fills up, there must be. more, 
that is, men who tend the herds and dig the soil—who have neither 
real nor personal capital of then- own, and who earn their daily 
bread by the sweat of their brow. T^'iey (by this scheme) are all 
to be represented, but none of our slaves. And yet, in political 
economy, the latter fill exactly the same place. Slaves indeed are 
not, nor ever will be, comparable to the hardy peasantry of the 
mountains, in intcllectfial power, in moral worth, in all that deter- 
mines man's degree i^i the moral scale and raises him above the 
brute. I beg pardon — his Maker placed him above the brute — above 
the savage — above that wretched stale, of which the only comfort is 
the natural rights of man. I have as shicere feelings of regard for 
that people as any man who lives among them. But I ask gentle- 
men to say, whether tliey believe that those who depend on their 
daily labor for their daily subsistence, can, or do ever enter into po- 
litical afi'airs ? They never do — never will — never can. — Speech im 
Virginia Convention, 1829. 

23* 
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JAMES HAMILTON. 

We have, therefore, a claim on the governments of the non.slave- 
bolding Stales, not only moral and social, but, of indispfcueable con- 
Btitutional obligation, that this nuisance shall be adapted. They 
not only owe it to us, but they owe it to themselves, to that Union, 
at whose shrine they have so often offered up the highest pledges, 
hj which man can plight his temporal faith. 

Apart from all these obligations, resulting from the constitutional 
eontpTkCt, which unites these States, and which make the imperative 
duty of one member of this confederacy not to a21ow its citizens to 
plot against the peace, property and happiness of another member, 
there is no principle of international law better established, than 
that even among foreign nations, such atrocious abuses are not to 
be tolerated, except at the peril of that high and ultimate penalty, by 
which a brave and free people vindicate their rights.— iJgjpori of S. 
Carolina Legislature. 



MORDECAI MANASSEH NOAH. 

It is understood that an abolition convention is to be held in thia 
city during the present month, and it has been avowed in the offic- 
ial Gazette, attached to the interests of the delegates about to assein. 
ble, hat the quesiion of repealing the Union between the North and 
the South, will be openly discussed on that occasion. This has 
been in part contradicted, but coupled with a declaration that no vi- 
olence shall prevent the discharge of their duty. It is possible that 
the obj«;t8 arid intentions of this convention may have been niisrep- 
rented, for it is difficult to believe that even fanaticism, carried to 
its fullest extent, could have the boldness to broach doctrines of the 
most treasonable import, in the midst of a population devotedly at- 
tached to the Union of the States. The people have an undoubted 
right to assemble and discuss any question connected with the main- 
tenance of their own rights, and the free preservation of our free in- 
stitutions; but it is unreasonable to suppose that, in any attempt to 
carry out the objects of this meeting, however osterisibly humane 
they may be, that such convention will bo permitted tosugifesL 
much less discuss, a project embracing a dissolution of our happy 
form of govemnient. Should the experiment however be made, 
which would evidently tend to a disastrous breach of the public 
peace, it will be your duty to present the agitators, and indict every 
pereon whose active agency may lead to such results, and thw 
Court by the rigid enforcement of the laws, will convince any body 
of men, making this city the theatre of their deliberatioRs, that thei 
objects and intentions must be strictly legal, rationable and iustifia- 
Ue^iarge to the iV. Y. Orand Jury, Mar/, 1842. 
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I V . i :i KENS. 

•« AH socii^v ^clilos (i<i\'. li iiiiu a daiv-itication of ca, i alisls and 
laborers. Tin'. Iuhikt '.viil ()v\ n ilu> laitt-r. tMlI.er coilec. .v< } .iimngh 
the govoniiiii Hi, nr incJsviihially in a .'•ta;e of donief-iic MiVi uiic as 
exists in fl.c Suudient S au-s of iliis confederacy. If lal.l'Hl^ uver 
obtain th(? imlDii-al power of a counfiv, ii is in fact in a sau of re- 
volution. Tlu; capiialitits no:th ul' Mahon and Dixon's lint;, have 
precisely 'he sain<! in'orcsls in the lihorof ihe coujitry that the capi. 
talisis id' Enirhuid }';\vc- m their labor. Hence it is, that they nmst 
have a Nt.riniw fo^.ieia'i jfov. rn!in n< (!) to control the labor of the na- 

^ v«;.M vvili> us. We have al.f adyiiot 
..• ! 'H'»or(M>.', but wo own a c .i s of 
,! to j;eti;lenicn v ' '• ni'ieseiit 

I ! i/or;h. bewaio il !i u'o not 

( loi il \ ou do. as cena>;. ;i- t';e de. 
ei:( d .<) af>peal to im :v\ord to 
I M;ay uor come in youi <;:!y ; but 
• I uVi ud \vi h ihe blood of <ioniestic 
. e- o tufiingfor power aiid eonqucst." 
/. Cci'iircus, 21-st Jan,, 1837. 



lion. But i:, is c.i. », 
only a njfhl to the j:.- 

lal.'OreJS 1 ^H•l)l^e!v^ t^. it 

thegnai ciar-s oi 
driv».' us ih;<') a ;a j/arii;. 
crces of jiea\ I n. \ 
maiiitaiii yni.iM Iv'. > a 
your eii'ldi ei.'.- ciii - m : 

— Pickens of H'iU:'; ('':;< 



" Would _\ oil <;■•} :i- 
cnhiiaied iiii.ii i; 
borer ha.s i!)- j.,! . 
he is iJijIiMe-'l .i.>r ' i: 
oix? otlict s in bi- ] 
did, ser\ lie U\\:<\- \' ■■ ■■ 

bidditi;,f the i U n e.; ■ - ' 

But in tru ,h u i i i » 

ring the (iiiy \\ l! i i N;- 
for his aiiiUi'Cii o.ii ■■< 
tion i^ !-o v( ! \ ; ;».■: 

— Sottthrrn L'K '^U ■ 

" Is I hi- (e a.-,y : i r.y 
party, the i^it 1.5;,,.,^ . 
should in<ii.e(- v;: 
find (^very ; !!>. i't 
in the t^iiici'V li ■<. . 
• riaJi, aru! aii lie ^ ;r'c ; • 
and deju uv, <! r.j' I iii ! •. ; 
city il.se'f, at A 



i,< iit 
, a 



(» 1 : 
ioi. 



I .OR riARPER. 

le iior^e or the ox by giving him a 
feeling? So far a,s the u.-ere la- 
ko«»vv . ^rrr! or the aspiration of a fneinan, 
haiioi.. If tia'je are sordid, serviie labori* 
iiK ii, i^ r no", beiier that there shouh; be sor- 
ing.-^ i>« |ii rforiii I hem ? 

Ui'<<ti oil! ligi.slation on account ol" if4s for- 
' Mi..e!iiion being communicated to t-laves. 
IS tiouo theni by this ? He who orks du- 
< • I ^ liot lead in the intervaiK jif leisure 
' ' . .!»vemeji! of i'rts mind, or the txcep. 
n V u> "^need the being provided for." 



••iicijdes and opinions of the other 
• as 11 iias been justly ca lied, w hich 
. i.( i.'-elves wjih that? Here yuii may 
!■ nf opinion which has cvt r existed 
iMjt i (iuvi If afer and loco foco and agra- 
t e.i y of Ne\v-Yorh, the mo.-t corrupt 
I ■< ich controls, in a^grear dtgsee the 
■ a- leingthe commercial ^ictiopolis, ex- 



crcii-es loi.f ii ii.f i;e. ee o\e: i . ^tate at large. 

*• Wl.a' are • ht i . < n . a ( rinviple,*-- of democracy as distinguished 
frfJm ve|iiihiie3i;isi:; ? 'l'l(«; lirf CKUsiste in the d«>gmaso porlentcous 
to UP of ilu uaunal tqi a'i y and unalienable righl^to liberty of every 
human heiui,'. Our a lie.- (1) no doubt, are wiUing at present to 
modify the doctrine in our favor. But the spirit of democracy at 
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large makes no such exceptions, nor will these (our allies, the north- 
ern fiemoorals) continue to make it longer than necessity or inter- 
est may require, Tiie second consists in the doctrine of the divine 
right of majorities ; a doctrine not less false, and slavish, and ab- 
surd than tho ancient one of the divine right of kings." — Sptech July 
4, 1840. 

ROBERT WICKLIFFE. 

Gentlemen wanted to drive out the black population that they 
may obtain white negroes in their place. While negroes have this 
advantage over black negroes, they can be converted into voters; 
and tho men who live upon the sweat of their brow, and pay ihera 
but a dependent arid Ecan*,y subsistence, can, if able to keep ten thou- 
sand of them in employment, come up to the polls and change the 
destiny of the couYstry. 

"How improved will be our condition when we have such white 
negroes as perform the servile labors of Europe, of Old fengland, 
and he would add now of New England, when our body servants 
and our cart drivers, and our street sweepers, are white negroes in- 
stead of black. Where will be the independence, the proud spirit, 
and tie chivalry of the Kentuckians then ?" — Speech in Kentucky. 

[Had the gentleman looked across the river, he might have found 
an answer to his question, in (hp wealth, power, and happiness of 
Ohio. — A. S. Reporter.] 

GEORGE McDUFFlE. 

It is my deliberate opinion, that the laws of every community 
should publish this species of interference by death without benefit 
of clergy.* .. . No humane institution, in my opinion, is more 
manifestly consistent with the will of God than domestic slavery. 
If we look into the elements of which all political communities are 
composed, it will be found that servitude in some form, is one of the 
essential constituents. . . In the very nature of things, there must 
be classes of pereons to discharge all the different offices ot society, 
from the highest to the lowest. . . Where these ofiiccs are performed 
by members of the political community, a dangerous element is ob. 
viously introduced by the body politic. Hence, the alarming ten- 
dency to violate the rights of property by agrarian, legislation, which 
is beginning to be manifest in the older states, where universal suf- 
frage prevails without domettic slavery; a tendency that will in- 
crease in the progress of society, with the increasing inequality of 
domestic slavery, supersedes the necessity of an order of nobility, 
and all the other appendages of a hereditary system of government. 
Ddmcstic slavery, therefpre, instead of being an evil, is the corner 
stone of our republican edifice. No patriot, who justly estimates 
our privileges, will tolerate the idea of emancipation at any period 
however remote, or on any condition of pecuniary advantage, how- 
ever favourable. I would as soon think of opening a negotiation 
for selling the liberties of the state at once, as for making any stiou- 
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lation for the ultimate emancipation of our slaves. . . If the legis- 
lature should concur in these views of this important element of our 
political and social system, our confederates should be siistinctly la- 
formed, in anj' communication we may have occasion to make to 
them, that in claiming; to be exempt from all foreign interfeiehce, 
we can recognize no distinction between uitimaie and immediate 
emancipation. . . It behoves ns therefore, to demand of all the non* 
slaveholding states. 1. A format, and solemn disclaimer by its leg* 
islaturc, of the existence of any rightful power, either in each state, 
or the Unil;2d Slates in congress assembled, to interfere in any man- 
ner with the institution of domestic slavery in South Carolina. 2. 
The immediate passage of penal laws by such legislatures, denounc- 
ing against the incendiaries of whom we complain, such punish, 
ments as will speedily and for ever suppress their machinations 
against our peace and safety. . . The liberal, enlightened, and 
magnanimous conduct of the people in many portions of the non* 
slaveholding slates, forbids us to anticipate a refusal on the part of 
those states, to fulfil these high obligations of national faith and du» 
ty."— Extracts from hia Message to S Carolina, 1835. 

JOHN C. CALHOUN. 

»* We regard slavery as the most aafe and stable baais for free in- 
stitutions ir< the world. It is impossible with us that the conflict 
ean lake place'i)etwecn lal>or and capital, which ^makeis it so diffi" 
cult to establish and maintain free institutions in all wealthy and 
highly civilized nations where such institutions do not exist. Every 
plantation is a little community with the master at its head, who 
concentrates in himself the united interests of capital and labor of 
which he is the common representative." — Mr. Calhoun of South 
Carolina, in the United States Senate^ Jan. lOfA, 1840. 

In United States Stnate^ Feb. 4, 1836. 

Mr. Calhoun from the select committee, reported the followiog 
bill:— ' 

Be it enacted, ^c., That it shall not be lawful for any deputy 
postmaster, in any state, territory, or district knowingly to nt^ceive 
and put into the mail any pamphlet, news.papcr, handbill, or other 
paper, printed or written, or pictorial representation, loMching the 
subject of slavery, addressed to any person or post-office in any 
state, territory, or di8ti'i(?t, where, by the laws of said state, territo- 
ry, or di;'trici, their calculation is prohibited. Nor shall it be law- 
ful for any deputy postmaster in said state, territory, or district, 
knowingly to deliver to any person any such pamphlet, newspaper, 
handbill, or other paper, printed or written, or pictorial represent*, 
tion, toi any person whatever, except to such persons as are duly 
authorized by the proper authority of such state, territory, or district, 
to receive the same. 
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JAMES V/ATSON WEBB. 

No man not blind to future consequences, to all former examplef, 
and to all the lessons of past experience, can hesitate a moment in 
foreseeing tlial the triumph of the abolitionists is a thousand times 
more likely to be consummated by the extermination of the^masters, 
their wives and their children, than by the freedom and consequent 
happiness of tho slaves. 

As the enemies then of social order, of the rights of prupfjrty,: of 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of our brethren of the rice of 
white men, their wives and their children, and as the vilifiers i^d 
sappers of our social institutions. Laws and Constitution, we say 
therefore, that tho preachers, and expounders of such doctrines, are 
justly amenable to the laws of the land, as common and notorious 
disturbers of the public peace, enemies to the rights of property, and 
traitors lo tha country. We gfround this assertion, not on any par- 
ticular statute, but on that great and universal principle of the com- 
mon law of nature, which recognizes, not only the right but the du-' 
ty of every human being, and every human society to protect their 
property, their rights, and tlieir lives. 

Here are a set of fanatical railers, half foreign, half zealots, half 
hypocrite^ railing and raving against the constitution, the laws, and 
the social institutions of the land, and denouncing them as directly 
at war with the rights of nature and the laws of God, of which they 
ijnpiously and insolently pretend to be the sole interpreters, Care- 
less of consequences, or what is more like,?y, eagerly anticipating the 
result of their labors, in the massacre hundreds of thousands of 
their brethren, a?id the second act of the bloody drama of St. Domin- 
go ; despising tlire lessons of the past, the auguries of the future, and 
^min^ at llie mouth w^th the hydrophobia of fairatiGism, they rush 
madly trom city to city, calling on the people of the north to be- 
come their accomplices in the ruin, and extermination of their broth- 
ers of the south, and proclaiming with all the fury of the inspira- 
tion of darkness, a crusade against their own kindred, color and 
blood. And this they call philanthropy ; this they blisphemously 
denominate a compliance with the scriptures, a»-jd the will of the 
great Being by whom their writers were inspired^ — N. Y. CQuritr 
md Jbinqiiirer. 
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HENRY A. WISE. 

"Let Texas once proclaim a crusade against the rich States to the 
south of her, And in a moment, volunteers would flock to her stand- 
ard in crowds, from ail the States in the great valley of the Missis- 
sippi — men of enterprise a valor before whom no Mexican troops 
could stand for an hour. ^ey would leave their own towns, arm 
themselves, and travel on i .eir own cost, and would come up sn 
thousands, to plant the lone star of the Texan banner, on the Mexi- 
can capitol. They would drive Santa to the South, and the bound- 
less wealth of captured towns, and rifled churches, and a lagy, vic- 
ious and luxurious pricsthouu, would soon enable Texas to pay her 
soldiery, an?! redeem her Slate debt, and push her victorious arms 
to the veiy shores of the PaciSc. And would not all this extend the 
bounds of slavery? Yea, the result would be, that before another 
quarter of a century, the extens?ion of slavery would not stop short 
of the Western Ocean. We had but two alternatives before us; 
either to receive Texas into our fraternity of States, and thus make 
her our own, or to leave her to conquer Mexico, and become our most 
dangerous and formidable rival. 

«' l o talk of restraining the people of the great Valley from emi- 
grating to join her ax*mies, was all in vain ; and it was equally vain 
to calculate on their defeat by any Mexican forces, aided by Eng- 
land or not. They had gone once already; it was they that con- 
quered Sinta Anna, at San Jacinto ; and three fourths of them, af- 
ter ff innnig that glorious field, had peaceably returned to their homes. 
But once set before them the conquest cf the rich Mexican provin- 
ces, and you might as well attempt to stop the wind. This Gov- 
ernment might send its troops to tho frontier, to turn Ibem back, and 
they would run over them like a herd of buffalo. 

" Nothing could keep these booted loafers from rushing on, till 
they kicked |.he Spanish priests out of tho temples they profaned.'—- 
Speech in Congress, April, 1842. 
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Ruthfess RapinCf Righteous Hope defie». 



'Ye serpcniii ! ye generation of vipers! ! 
How can ye escape the damnation of hell! ! !' 
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Delenda est Texas, 



Benjamin Lundy, 

(Gen. Gaines' trespass,) 

Mexican Decrees for 

Universal Freedom, 

Texas Constitution 

against Freedom, 

President Guerero, 

John Quincy Adams, 

The MexieJiii Anns, 

The London Patriot, 

Wil.iam B. Reed, 

National Intelligencer, 

Edwa:d J. Wilson, 

G. L. Pos le hvvaite, 

New-York Sun, 

N. Y. Commercial Advertiser, 

Wilkinson's and Bun's trial, 

African Slave Trade and Texas, 

Bri ish Commissioners Report, 

(Bartow's Case,) 

Detroit Spectator, 

American Citizen, 

Liberia Herald, 

Danie! Webster, 

William Jay, 

Tiie Biiiish Parliament, 

Sarlpw Ho5% 

Daniel O'Connell, 

Coi. Thompson, 

Fowell Buxton, 

' Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, 
Robert Owen, 
Thomas Branagan, 
Joseph Slurge, 
William E. C banning, 
Comtnonweatth of Mass. 
Nathaniel P. Rogers, 
David Lee Child, 
Edwin W. Goodwin, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
John Maynard, 
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TEXAS AND MEXICO. 



But the prime cause, and the real object of this war, "-e not Jia- 
tinctly understood by a large portion of the hone«t, disinterested, and 
weli-meaning citizens of the United States. Their means of obtain- 
ing correct information upon the subject have been necessarily limited; 
and many of them have been deceived and misled by the misrepresen- 
tations of those concerned in it, and espectally by hireling writers of the 
newspaper press. They have been induced to believe that the in- 
habitants of Texas were engaged in a legitimate contest for the mainte- 
nance of the sacred principles of liberty, and the natural, inalienable 
rights of man : — whereas, the motives of its instigators, and their chief 
incentives to action, have been, from the commencement, of a directly 
opposite character and tendency. It is susceptible of the clearest demm" 
siralion, that the immediate eaiise, and the leading object of this contest^ 
originated in a settled design, among the slaveholders of this country^ 
->. (xoith land spectdators and slave-traders,) to xorest the !^rge and valuable 
territory of Texas from the Mexican Republic, in order to rt'Cstablish the 
SYSTEM OP SLAVERY ; to open a vast and profitable SLAVE 
MARKET therein ; and ultimately to annex it to the United States. 
And further, it is evident — nay, it is very generally acknowledged — 
that the insurrectionists are principally citizens of the United States, 
who have proceeded thither for the purpose of revolutionizing the 
couiitry ; and that they are dependant upon this nation, for both {he 
physical and pecuniary means, toc'arry the design into effect Whether 
the national legislature will 'end its aid to this most unwarrantable, 
aggressive attempt, will tiepend on tin VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, 
expressed in their primary assembi;es, by their petitions and through 
the ballot boxes. ^ 

The land speculations, aforesaid, have extended to most of the cities 
and villages of the United States, the British colonies in America, and 
the settlements of foreigners in all the eastern parts of Mexico. All 
concerned in them are aware that a change in the government of the 
country mxist take place, if their claims should ever be legalized. 

The advocates of slavery, in our southern states and elsewhere, 
want more land on this continent suitable for the culture of s«gar and 
cotton: and if Texas, with the adjoining portions of Tamaulipas, 
Coahnila, Chihuahua, and Santa Fe, east of the Rio Bravo del Norte, 
can be wrested from the Mexican government, room will be afforded 
for the redundant slave pbpulation in the United States, even to a 
remote period of time. 

Such are the motives for action— such the combination of mtercsts 
— such the organization, sources of influence, and foundation of 
authority, upon which the present Texas Insurrection rests. The resi- 
dent colonists compose but a small fraction of the party concerned in 
it. The standard of revolt wab raised as soon as it was clearly ascer- 
tained that slavery could not be perpetuated, nor the illegal specula 
tionsm landcontinued, under the g-oro-nmwi of the Mexican Republic* 
The Mexican authorities were charged with acts of oppression, while 
HiQ true causes of the revolt — the motives and designs of the insurgentf 
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—were studiously concealed from the public view. Influential slave- 
holders are contributing money, equipping troops, and laarchin;^ lo 
the scene of conflict. The land speculators arc fitting out expeditions 
from New "Sfork and New Orleans, with men, munitions of war, pro- 
visions, &c., to promote tiie object. The Independence of Texas is 
declared, and the system of slavery, as well as the slave-trade (with 
the United States,) is fully recognized by the government they have 
set up. Commissioners are sent from the colonies and agents are 
appointed here, to make formal application, enlist the symputliies of 
our citizens, and solicit aid in every way that it can be furnished. The 
hireling presses are actively engaged in promoting the success of their 
efforts, by misrepresenting the character of the Mexicans, issuing 
inflammatory appeals, and urging forward the ignorant, the unsus- 
pecting, the adventurous, and the unprincipled, to a participation in 
the struggle. 

Under the erroneous construct:on ot the treaty with Mexico, General 
Gaines was authorized to crops the boundary line with his army ; to 
march seventy miles into the- Mexican territory: and to occupy the 
military post of Nacogdoches, in case he should judge it expedient in 
order to guard against Indian depredations! And further; he was 
likewise authorized to call upon the governors of several of the sovth- 
toestem states for an additional number of troops, should he consider it 
necessary. 

From the Pensacolo Gazette. 

About the middle of last month, General Gaines sent an officer of the 
United States army into Texas to reclaim some deserters, lie found them 
atready enlisted in ilie Texian service to the number of two hundred. Tliey stUi 
■wore the uniform of our army, but refused, of course, to return. The com- 
inandlr of the Texian forces was applied to, to enforce their return ; but his 
only reply was, thai the soldiers might go, but he had no authority to send 
them back. T^his is a new view of ovir Texian relations." 

The following decrees and ordinances are translated from an official 
compilation by authority of the govern^nent of Mexico, 

Extract from the Laio of October lAthy 1823, 

Article 21. Foreigners who bring s-lsres with them, shall obey the 
I<aws established upon the matter, or which shall hereafter be estab- 
lished. 

Decree of jtjlt 13, 1824. 

Prohibitimi of the Commerce and Traffic in Slaves. 

The Sovereign General Constituent Congress of the United Mexi 
can States has held it right to decree the follo\Ving: 

1. The commerce ami traffic in slaves, proceeding from whatever 
power, and under whatever flag, is forever prohibited, witliin the terri- 
tories of the United Mexican States. 

2. The slaves, who may be introduced contrary to the tenor of the 

S receding article, shall remain free in consequence of treading the 
iejucan soil. 
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3. Every vessel, whether national or foreign, in which slaves mav 
be transported and introduced into the Mexican teriitories, shall be 
confiscated with the rest of its cargo — and the owner, purchaser, cap- 
tain, master, and pilot, shall suffer the punishment of ten years' con- 
finement. 

The Constilvtion of Coahuila and Texas, promulgated on the 11 th 
of March, 1827, also contains this important a.-ticle : 

" 13. in this state no person shall be born a slave after this Consti- 
tution is published in the capital of each district, and six months there- 
after, neither will the introduction of slaves be permitted under any 
pretext." 

{Translated fronf! page 149, Vol. V, Mexican Laws.] 

Decree of President Guerrero. 

Molilim of Slavery, 

The President of the United Mexican States, to the inhabitants of 
the Republic — 

Be it known: That in the year 1829, being desirous of signalizing 
the anniv^ersary of our Independence by an act of national Justice and 
Beneficence, which may contribute to the strengih and support of such 
inestimable welfare, as to secure more and more the public trajiquility, 
and reinstate an unfortunate portion of our inhabitants in the auured 
rights granted them by nature, and may be protected by the nation, 
imder wise and just laws, according to the provision in article 30 of the 
Constitutive act ; availing myself of the extraordinary faculties granted 
me, I have thought proper to decree : 

1. That slavery be exterminated in the republic. 

2. Consequently those are free, who, up to this day, have been 
looked upon as slaves. 

3. Whenever the circumstances of the public treasury will allow it, 
the owners of slaves shall be indemnified, in the manner which tlie 
laws shall provide. 

Mexico, 15th Sept. 1829, A. D. 

JOSE MARIA de EOCANEGRA. 

[Translation of part of the law of April 6th, 1830, prohibiting the 
migration of citizens of the United States to Texas, j 

Art. 9. On the northern frontier, the entrance of toreigners shall be 
prohibited, under all pretexts whatever, unless they be furnished with 
passports, signed by the agents of $he republic, at the places whence 
they proceed. 

Akt. 10. There shall be no variation with regard to the colonies 
already established, nor with regard to the slaves that may be in them; 
but the general government, or the particular state government, shaU 
take care, under the strictest respoiisibUUy, that the coLonizaliGti laws he 
obeyed, and thai no more slaves be introdoceo. 
24* 
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Colonization Laws of Coahuila and Texas. 

Art. 3r, The new settlera, in regard to the introduction of slaves^ 
shall be subject to laws which now exist, and which shall hereafter fea 
made on the subject. 

Art. 36. The servants and laborers which, in future, foreign colonists 
shall introduce, shall not, by force of any contract lohatever, remain bctmd 
to their service a longer space of time than ten years. 

Given in the city of Leona Vicario, 28th April, 1832. 

JOSE JESUS GRANDE, President. 

In the course of my observations, I have seveml times asserted, that 
it was the intention of the insurrectionists to establish and perpetuate 
the system of slavery, by ^* constitictional" provision. In proof of this, 
I now quote several paragraphs from the "constitution" which they 
lately adopted. This extract is taken from that part under the head 
of " General Provisions,^* and embraces ail that relates to slavery. 

Texas ConsI-itution. 

Sec. 8. All persons who shall leave the country for the purpose of 
evading a participation in the present struggle, or shall refuse to partici- 
pate in it, or shall give aid or assistance to the present enemy, shall 
forfeit all rights to citizenship, and such lands as they may Iwld, in the 
republic. 

Sec. 9. All persons of color, who were slaves for life previous to 
their emigration to Texas, and who are now held in bondage, shall 
remain in the like state of servitude, provided the said slave shall be the 
bona fide property of the person so holding said slave as aforesaid. 
Congress shall pass no latos to prohibit emigrants from the United States 
of America from bringing thdr slaves into the republic with them, and 
holding them by the same tenure by which such slaves were held in 
the United States ; nor shall congress have the power to emancipate 
slaves; nor shall any slaveholder be alloioed to emancipate his or her slave 
or slaves, without the consent of congress, imless he or she shall send his 
or her slave or slaves without the limits of the republic. No free 
person of African descent, either in whole or in part, shall be permitted 
to reside permanently in the republic, without the consent of congress; 
and the importation or admission of Africans or negroes imo this 
republic, excepting from the United States of America, is for ever 
prohibited and declared to be piracy. 

Sec. 10. All persons, {Africans, and the descendauis of Africans, and 
Indians excepted,) who were residing in Texas on theday of the Decla- 
ration of Independence, [a great portion of the native Mexican citizens 
are, of course, excluded,] shall be considered citizens of the republic, 
and entitled to all the privileges of such. All citizens now living in 
Texas, who have not received their portion of land in like manner aa 
colonists, shall be entitled to their land in the following proportion and 
manner : Every head of a family shall be entitled to one league and 
"labor" of land, and every single man of the a^e of seventeen and 
upwards, shall be entitled to one third part of one league of land. 
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The period has indeed arrived— THE CRfSIS IS NOW— when 
the wise, the virtuous, the patriotic, the philanthropic of tiii.s nation, 
must examine, and r<?d"ci, and deeply ponder the ntoincntoua subject 
under oonsideration. Already we see the newspaper press in some 
of the free states, openly advocating the systen) of slavery, with all its 
outrages and ahoniinations. Individuals occupying influential stations 
in the community at large, also countenance and encouuijie it, and 
even insti;^ute the vile rabble to oppose, maltreat, and trample on the 
necks of those who dare to plead the cause of the oppressed. At the 
ensuing session of our national congress, the great bati lc is to be fought, 
that must decide the question now at issue, and perhaps even -seal the 
fate of this republic. The senators and representatives of the people 
will then he called on to sanction the independence of Te;<as, and also, 
to provide for its admission, as a SLAVI'.HOLDING STATE, into 
this Union. These measures will positively be proposed, in case the 
Mexican government fails to suppress the insurrection very soon, and 
to recover the actual posfession of the territory. A few of our most 
eminent statesmen will resist the proposition with energy and zeal; 
but unless the PUBLIC VOICE be. raised against the unhallowed 
proceeding, and the sentiments of the people be most unequivocally 
expressed in the loudest tones of disapprobation, they will be unable 
to withstand the influence and power of their antagonists. Arouse, 
then ! and let your voice be heard through your primary assembl-ics, 
your legislative halls, and the columns of the periodical press, in every 
section of your country | 

Citizens of the United Spates! — Sons of the Pilgrims, and disciples 
of Wesley and Penn!- — Coadjutors and pupils of W^ashington, J cfl^er- 
son, and Franklin ! — Advocates of freedom and the sacred "rights of 
man — Will you longer shut your eyes, and slumber in apathy, while 
the demon of oppression is thus stalking over the plains consecrated 
to the genius of liberty, and fertilized by the biooa of her numerous 
martyrs ? — W^ill you permit the authors of this gigantic project of 
national aggression, interminable slavery, and Heaven-daring injustice, 
to perfect their diabolical schemes through your supincness, or with 
the sanction of your acquiescence ? If they succeed in the accomplish- 
ment of their object, where will be your guarantee for the liberty which 
you, yourselves enjoy ? When the advocates of slavery shall obtain 
the balance of power in tliis confederation ; when they shall have 
corrupted a few more of the aspirants to office among you, and opened 
an illimitable field for the operations of your heartless land-jobbers and 
slave-merchants, (to secure their influence in eflecting the unholy 
purposes of their ambition,) how long will you be able to resist ttie 
encroachments of their tyrannical influence, or prevent fhein from 
usurping and exercising authority over you? ARISE IN THE 
MAJESTY OF MORAL I'OWER, and place m seal of condem- 
nation upon this fiagrant violation of national laws, * f hum.an rights, 
and the eternal, immutable principles of justice. — jSTatimal Enquirer 
ef Philadelphia, 
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JOHN a. ADAMS. 

During the late war with Great Britain, the rniHtary and naval com- 
manders of that nation, issued proclamations inviting the slaves to 
repair to their standards, with promises of freedom and of settlement 
in some of the British colonial establishments. This, surely, was an 
interference with the institution of slavery in the states. By tlie treaty 
of peace, Great Britain stipulated to evacuate all the forts and places 
in the United States, without carrying away any slaves. If the 
government of the United States had no authority to interfere, tn any 
way, with the institution of slavery in the states, they would not have 
had the authority to require this stipulation. It is well known that 
this engagement was not fulfilled by the British naval and military 
commanders ; that, on the contrary, they did carry away all the slaves 
whom they had induced to join them, and that the British government 
infiexibily refused to restore any of them to their masters j that a claim 
of indemnity was consequently instituted in behalf of the owners of the 
slaves, and was successfully maintained. All that series of transactions 
was an interference by congress with the institution of slavery in the 
states in one way — in the way of protection and support. It was by 
the institution of slavery alone, that the restitution of slaves enticed by 
proclamations into the British service could be claimed as property. 
But for the institution of slavery, the British commanders could neither 
have allured them to their standard, nor restored them otherwise than 
as liberated prisoners of war. But for the institution of slavery, there 
could have been no stipulation that they should not be carried away 
as property, nor any claim of indeWrinity for the violation of that 
engagen>*int. 

But the war power of congress over the institution of slavery in the 
states it yet far more extensive. Suppose the case of a servile war, 
complicated, as to some extent it is even now, with an Indian war; 
suppose congress were called to raise armies ; to supply money from 
the vvhoie Union to suppress a servile insurrection : would they have 
no authority to interfere with the institution of slavery? The issue of 
a servile war may be disastrous. By war, the slave may emancipate 
hin>self ; it may become necessary for the master to recognise his 
emancipation, by a treaty of peace ; can it, for an instant, be pretended 
that congress, in such a contingency, would have no authority to 
intiirfere with the institution of s?lavery, in any toay, in the states ? 
Why, it would be equivalent to saying, that congress have no consti- 
tutional authority to make peace. 

I suppose a more portentous case, certainly within the bounds of 
possibility. — I would to God I could say not within the bounds of 
probability. You have been, if you are not now, at the very point of 
a war with Mexico — a war, I am sorry to say, so far as public rumor 
is-- credited, stimulated by provocations on our part from the very com- 
mencement of this Administration down to the recent authority given 
to General Gaines to invade the Mexican territory. It is said, that 
one of the eariiest acts of this Administration, was a proposal made at 
a time when tliere was already much ill-humor in Mexico against the 
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United States, that she should cede to the United States a very large 
porlijm of her territory — large enough to constitute nine states equal 
m extent to Kentucky, It must be confessed, that, a device better 
calculated to produce jealousy, suspicion, ill-will, and hatred, could 
not have been contrived. It is further affirmed, that this overture, 
offensive in itself, was made precisely at the time when a swarm of 
colonists from these United States were covering the Mexican border 
with land-jobbing, and with slaves, introduced in defiance of the 
Mexican laws, by which slavery had been abolished throughout that 
republic. The war now raging in Texas is a Mexican civil war, and 
a war for the re-establishment of slavery where it was abolished. It 
is not a servile war, but a war between slavery and emancipation, and 
every possible effort has been made to drive us into the war, on the 
side of slavery. 

And again I ask, what will be your cause in such a war ? Aggres- 
sion, conquest, and the re-establishment of slavery, where it has been 
abolished. In that war, ah, the banners of freedom will be the banners 
of Mexico ; and your banners, I blush to speak tlie word, will be the 
banners of slavery. 

And how complicated ? Your Seminole war is already spreading 
to the Creeks, ana, in their ixiarch of desolation, they sweep along witS 
them your negro slaves, and put arms into their hands to make common 
cause with them against you, and how far will it spread, sir, should a 
Mcxican'invader, with the torch of liberty in his band, and the standard 
of freedom floating over liis head, proclaiming emancipation to the slave, 
and revenge to the native Indian, as he goes, invade your soil ? What 
will be the condition of your states of Louisiana, of Mississippi, of 
Alabama, of Arkansas, of Missouri, and of Georgia? Where will be 
your negroes ? Where will be that combined and concentrated mass 
of Indian tribes, whom, by an inconsiderate policy, you have expelled 
from their widely distant habitations, to embody them within a small 
compass on the very borders of Mexico, as if on purpose to give that 
country a nation of natural allies in their hostilities against you? Sir, 
you have a Mexican, an Indian, and a negro war upon your hands, 
and you are plunging yourself into it bUndfold ; you are talking about 
acknowledging the independenceof the republic of Texas, and you are 
thirsting to annex Texas, ay, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas, and Santa 
Fe, from the source to the mouth of the Rio Bravo, to your already 
over-distented doipinions. Five hundred thousand square miles of the 
territory of Mexico would not even now quench your burning tbii^t for 
aggrandizement. 

^reat Britain may have no serious objection to the indepftidence of 
Texas, and may be willing enough to tatte her under her protection, as 
a barijer both against Mexico and against you. But, fts aggrandize- 
ment to you she will not readily suffer it ; and, above all, she will not 
Buffer you to acquire it by conquest and the re-establishment of slavery. 
Urged on by the irresistible, overwhelming torrent of public opinion, 
Great Britain has recently, at a cost of one nundred millions of dollars, 
which her people have joyfully paid, abolished slavery throughout all 
her colonies in the West Indies. After setting such an example, she will 
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not — it is impo3,3ible that shs should — stand by and witness a war for the 
re-utfi&blishment of slavery ; where it had been for years abolislied, and 
situ&ted thus in the immediate neighborhood of her islands. She will 
tell you, that if you must have Texas as a member of your confederacy, 
It must be without the trammels of slavery, and if you will wage a 
war to handcuff and fetter your fellow-man, she will wage the war 
against you to break his chains. Sir, what a figure, in the eyes of 
mankind, would you make, in deadly conflict with Great Britain : she 
fighting the battles of emancipation, and you the battles of slavery; 
she the benefactress, and you the oppressor of human kind ! In such 
a war, the enthusiasm of emancipation, too, would unite vast numbers 
of her people m aid ot'the national rivalry, and all her iiaturaljealousy 
against our aggrandizement No war was ever so popiilar in England, 
as that war would be against slavery, the slave-trade, and the Anglo- 
Saxon descendant from her own loins> 

As to the annexion of Texas to your confederation, for what do you 
want '.*.} Are you not large and unwieldy enough already? Do not 
two millions of square miles cover enough for the insatiate rapacity of 
your land-jobbers ? I hope there are none of them ;^3<:jthin the sound 
of my voice. Have you not Indians enough to expel i^om tifij land of 
their fathers' sepulchres, and to exterminate? What, in a {Prudential 
and military pomt of view, would be the addition of Texas to your 
domain ? It would be weakness and not power. la your southern 
and southwestern frontier not sufficiently extensive? not sufficiently 
feeble ? not sufficiently defenceless ? Why are you adding regiment 
after regiment of dragoons to your standing army? Why are you 
struggling, by direction and by indirection, to raise per saltum that 
army from less than six to more than twenty thousand men ? 

A war for the restoration of slavery, wh§re it has been abolished, if 
successful in Texas, must extend over all Mexico ; and the example 
will threaten Great Britain with imminent danger of a war of colors , 
in her own islands. She will take possession of Cuba and Porto Rico, 
by cession from Spain, or by the batteries from her wooden walls ; 
and if you ask her by what autliority she has done it, she will ask vou, 
in return, by what authority you have extended your seacoasi; from 
the Sabine to the Rio Bravo. She will ask you a question more per- 
plexing namely — by what authority you, with freedom, independence, 
and democracy upon your lips, are waging a war of extermination to 
forge new manacles and fetters, instead of those »which are fallin* 
from the hands and feet of man. She will carry ej[iancipation and 
abolition with her in every fold of her flag ; while your stars, as they 
increase ifi numbers, will be overcast with the murky vapors of op- 
pression, and the only portion of your banners visible to the eye, will 
be the blood-stained stripes of the task-master ? a 

Little reason have the inhabitants of Georgia and Alabatna to cem- 
plain that the government of the United States has been remiss or 
neglectful in protectino; them from Indian hostilities; the fact is 
directly the reverse. The people of Alabama and Georgia are now 
suffering the recoil of their own unlawful weapons. Georgia, sir, 
Georgia, by trampling upon the faith of our national treaties with the 
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Indian tribes, and by subjecting them to her state laws, first P«t the 
example of that poUcy which is now in the process ef consummation 
by this Indian war, in setting this example, she bade defiance io the 
authority of the government of the nation ; she nullified your iaws ; 
she set at naught your executive guardians of th? common constitu- 
tion of the laiid. To what extent ^e carried this policy, the dungeons 
of her prisons and the records Df the Supreme Judicial Court of the 
United States can tell. To those prisons she committed inoffensive, 
inncfcent, pious ministers of the gospel of tyuth, for carrym^ the light, 
the comforts, and the cons'^lations of iliat gospel to tiie l^eerts and 
minds of these unhappy Indians. A solemn decision of the Supeme 
Court of the United States pronounced that act a violation ot yovir 
treaties -and your laws. Georgia defied tliat decision ; your executive 
governmerjt never carried it into execution ; the imprisoned mission^ 
aries of -.he gospel were compelled to purchase their ransom from pei> 
petual captivity, by sacrificing their rights as freemen to the meekness 
of their principles as Christiana ; ana you have sanctioned all these 
outrages upon justice, law, and humanity, by succumbing to the 

Eower and the policy of Georgia, by accommodating your legic'ation to 
er arbitrary will ; by tearing to tatters your old treatf/js with the 
Indians, and by constrainu>g' them, under peine forte et dure, to the 
mockery of signing other treaties wkh yoiv which, at the first moment 
when it shall suit your purpose, you will again tear to tatJ^rs and 
scatter to the four winds of heaven, till the Indian race shall be extinct 
upon tWs continent, and it shall become a problem, beyond the solution 
of antiquaries and historical societies, what the red man of the forest 
was. 



[The Arms on the coin cf the Mexican Republic, are FR]!r:EDOM's Eatrl* 
destroying the Serpent— Tyranny ; sod its reverse bears the Cap of LlBsafr, 
diffusing its radiance universally.l 
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The 3riti''h public ought to be made aware of what is going on at 
present in 1 sjxas ; ofths true cause and the true nature of the contest 
oetween the Mexican authorities and the American slave-jobbers. 

Texas has long been the Naboth's vineyard of brother Jonathan. 
For twenty y ears or more, an anxiety has been manifested to pusli back 
the boundary of the United States-" territory, of which the Sabine jiver 
is the agreed line, so as to include the rich alluvial lands of theflelta 
of the Colorado, at the head of the Gulf of Mexico. There are stronger 
passions at work, however, than tlie mere lust of territory— deeper 
mterests at stake. Texas belonwR tO-a republic which has abolished 
slavery ; the object of the Americans is to convert it into a slaveholding 
state J not only to make it a field of slave cuitiyation, and a mark«it 
for the Maryland slave-trade, but, by annexing it to the Federal Union 
to strengthen in congress the pi'eponderating influence of the southern 
slaveholding states. 

This atrocious project is the real origin and cause of the pretended 
contest for Texian independence — a war, on the part of the United 
States, of unprovoked aggression for the vilest of all purposes.— 



One of the complaints made by the Texians is that the Mexican 

tovernment will not permit the introduction of slaves, and one of the 
rat fruits of independence and secure liberty (unnatural as is the 
paradox) will be the extension of slavery, and both the domestic and 
ibreign slave-trade, over the limits of a territory large enough to form 
five ?tat»-;3 as large as Pennsylvania. Such being the result what 
becomes of any real or imaginary balance between the South and 
the North — the slaveholding and non-slaveholding interests? Five 
or more siavelij>14ing states, with their additional representation, 
thoroughly imbued with southern feeling, thoroughlv attached to what 



institution of domestic slavery," added to the Union, and where is 
the security of the North, and of the interests of free labor ? — These 
are questions worth considering — the more so, as the war fever which 
ts now burning in the veins of this community, and exhibiting itself 
in all the usual unreflecting expressions of sympathy and resentment, 
has disturbed tlie judgment of the nation, and distorted every notion 
of right and wron». Let the Texians win independence as they can. 
That is their aflTair, not ours. But let no statesman that loves his 
country think of admitting such an increment of slaveholding popula- 
tion into this Union. He (Mr. R.) could not but fear that there was 
a deep laid plan to admit Texas into the Union, with a view to an 
increase of f»laveholding representation in congress; and while he 
viewed it in connexion with the growing indifference perceptible in 
some quarters, he could not but feel melancholy forebodings. — Speech 
in tke Pennsylvania House of Representatives, June 11th, 1836. 
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The following docnment, considenng the avouched character of 
the gentlemen whose nameij are signed to it, and attest its trutli, ia 
entiUed to a place in our columns : — J^aiimal Intelligencer. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

We will not dwell upon the false assurances made to us by men 
professing to be the accredited agents of Texas in vhis country. At a, 
time when the cause of Texas was dark and gloomy, when SanJa 
Anna seemed designed to carry desolation over the whole country, 
those men were prodigal of promises, and professing to be authorized 
to speak in the name of the Texian Government, made assurances of 
ultimate remuneration, which they knew at the time to be false, and 
which time proved to be so. , 

We ivow state that our personal observation and undoubted infor- 
mation enabled us fully to perceive, 1st. That the present population 
of Texas seemed wholly incapable of a just idea ot civil and politicai 
liberty, and that, so far as tne extension of liberal principles is con- 
cerned, it is of but little moment whether Mexico or Texas succeed in 
the stru 2gle. 

2d. That the mass of the people, from the highest functionary of 
their pretended government to the humblest citizen (with but few ex- 
ceptions,) are animated , alone by a desire plunder, and appear 
totally indifferent whom they plunder, friends or foes. 

3d. That even now there is really no organized government in the 
coimtry, no laws administered, no judiciary, a perpetual struggle going 
on between the civil and military departments, and neither having the 
confidence of the people, or being worthy of it. 

These facts and others sufficiently demonstrate to us that the cabinet 
wa$ deficient in all the requisites of a good government, and that no 
one in his senses would trust himself, his reputation, or his fortunes, 
to their charge or control. Charged witli treami, bribery, and iwur- 
p/ifions,/weak in their councils, and still weaker in power to enforce 
their orders, we perceived at once that we n\^st look for safety and 
proper inducements (elsewhere. We then turned our eyes to the army, 
and a scene still more disheajrtening presented itself; undisciplined, 
and without an effort to become so ) not, a roll called, nor a drill ; no 
regular encampment ; no autliority nor obedience ; with plundering 
parties for self-ernolument, robbing private individuals of their property. 
We could see nothin* to induce us to embark our fortunes and destinies 
with them. With these views and facts, we could but sicken and 
wonder at the vile deceptions which had been practised upon us ; yet 
we are told that this people had risen up in their might to vindicate the 
cause of civil and religious liberty. It is a mockery of the very name 
«f liberty. They are stimulated by Ihc^ molive which such men can 
onSy appreciate— tie Aope 0/ pluMer. They are careless of the form 
of government under which they live, if that government will tolerate 
JiicentiAusness and disorder. Such is ^ brief, but we sincerely be- 
lieve,;* fcithful picture of a country to which we were invited with 
ao n;iuch assiduity, and such the manner in which we were received 
rand treated. 

^5 
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We might multipl) facts in support of each pioposition here laid 
down, to show the miserable condition of things in Texas, and the 
utter iinpossibiUty tliat a man of honor could embark in such a cause 
with sucn men. Should it be rendered necessary, we may yet do so ; 
but for the present we will pause with this remark, that if there be any, 
now, in Kentucky, whose hearts are animated with the desire of an 
honorable fame, or to secure a competent settlement for themselves or 
families, they must look to some other theatre than the plains of Texas. 
We would say to them, Listen not to the deceitful and hypocritical 
allurements of i-and speculators, who wish you to fighl for their 
benefit^ and who are as liberal of promises as they are faithless in perfonn- 
^M.^C; We are aware of the responsibility which we incur by tliis 
course. We are awara that we subject ourselves to the misrepresen- 
tations of hired agents and unprincipled landmongers: but we are 
willing to meet it all, relying upon the integrity of our motives and the 
correctness of our course. 

EDWAKO J. WJLSON, 
G. L. POSTLETHWAiTE, 

Lexington, Sept. 10, 1836. 

NEW- YORK SUN. 

E.'rtract from General Houston's letter to General Dunlap of Nashf- 
grille — 

"For a portion of this force we must look to the United States. It 
cannot reach us too soon. There is but one feding in Texas, in my 
opinion, and that is to establish the independence of Texas, and to he 
attached to the U7dted States.^ 

Here, then, is an open avowal by the commander-in-chief of tae 
Texian army, that American troops will be required to seize and sever 
this province of the Mexican republic, for the purpose of uniting ii to 
ours ; and this avowal is made by a distinguished American citizen, 
in the very face of that wlorious constitution of his coimtry, whirh wisely 
gives no power to its citizens tor acquiring foreign territory by conquest, 
their own territory beino; more than amply sufficient to gratify any safe 
ambition ; and in the race, too, of the following solemn and sacred 
contract of his country witli the sister republic which he would dis- 
member : 

"There shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal peace, and a true 
and sincere friendship between the United States of America, and the 
United Mexican States, in all the extent of their possessions and terri- 
tories, between their people and citizens respectively, without distinction 
of persons or places." 

n the earlier days of onr republic, when a hig'u-minded and honor- 
ab e fideUty to its constitution v/as an object jproudly paramount to 
every mercenary consideration that niight contravene it, an avowed 
design of this kmd against the possessions of a nation with whom tlie 
United States were at peace, would have subjected its author, if a 
citizen, to the charge of hiah treason, and to its consequences. When 
Aaron Burr and his associates were supposed to meditate the conauent 
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of Mexico, and attempted to raise troops in the southern Rtates to 
achieve it, they were arrested for treason, and Burr, their chief, was 
tried for hia Hfe. But now, behold ! the conquest of a part of the same 
country is an object openly proclaimed, not in the letters of General 
Houston alone, but by many of our wealthiest citizens ^it pubhc ban- 
quets, and by the hireling presses in the chief cities of our Union. The 
annexation of a foreign territory to our own by foreign cjnouest, bein» 
thus unblushingly avowed, and our citizens, who are integral portions w 
our national sovereignty, bein^ openly invited and incited to join the 
crusade with weapons of war, it becomes an interesting moral inquiry 
— what is there m the pub]ic jnind to excuse or even to palliate so 
flagrant a prostitution or national faith and honor in these days, any 
more than m the days that are past ? The answer is ready at hand, 
and is. irrefutable. An extensive and well organized gang of swindlers 
in Texas iands, have raised the cry, and the standard of "Liberty!" 
and to the thrilling chartn of this glorious word, which stirs the blood 
of a free people, as the blast of the bugle arouses every nerve of the 
warhorse, have the generoiis feelings of our citizens responded in ardent 
% delusion. But, as the Commercial Advertiser truly declares, "Never 
was the Goddess of American liberty invoked more unrighteously 
and we cannot but believe that the natural sagacity, good sense, and 
proud regard for their national honor, for which our citizens are distin- 
guished m the eyes of all nations, will speedily rescue them from the 
otherwise degrading error in which that vile crew of mercenary hypo- 
critical swindlers would involve them. The artful deceivers, however, 
have not rehsd upon the generosity and noble sympathy only of our 
fellow citizensj for they insidiously presented a bribe to excite their 
cupidity also. 

NEUTRALITY ! 

Next the Texian revolution. Was it not laughable to see these 
Texians, all of them, generally speaking, slaveholders ; adhering to 
the constitution of 1824, one article of which emancipates all the slaves 
in Mexico ! Was if, not laughable to see them proclaiming a consti- 
tution, of which, eleven years ago, the Americans in Texas had pro- 
hibited the proclamation by the Mexican authorities there, under the 
heaviest threats ! — What man of common sense can believe in this 
humbug ? None, gentlemen ; none but those that have risked their 
thousands in this country ; and they, whoever they may be, feign to 
believe it. The statements made tnroughout the United States, of 
tyranny and oppression on the part of Mexico toward the American 
citizens in Texas, are slanderous falsehoods, fabricated to creat'.j and 
nurture the worst prejudices and jealousies. The Americans in Texas 
have had their own way in everv case, and on every occasion ; and 
whenever there happened a le.^-islative act that^ was, from any cause, 
repugnant to the fedings of the people of^ Texas, it was silenced at 
&nce. In short, if there has existed a good cause of complaint in Texas, 
it was that men were too much their own masters, and too little under 
the restraint of any law. Any allegation to the effect that the Mexican 
g^ernment had deceived citizens of the United Stales in relation to 
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promises of lands first made to them, ia false, and I defy any one to 
show a forfeiture of title to lands, when the condilions of the grant had 
been ftUfiUed by the settler^ 

Now, sir, as to the war : here 1 will ask Americans, (exCept the 
speculators,) how many military incursions, insurrections, and rebel- 
lions, avowedly for the purpose of snatching Texas from its prope? 
owners, will, in their mind, justify Mexico in driving from its tsrritoricp, 
the pirates that would tiius possess themselves of the country ? Be it 
remembered, that these revolutions hive never been attenjptcd by the 
resident citizens of Texas, but in every case by men organized in the 
United States for the purpose and coming from afar : why, a single 
provocation of this nature were ample jjistification ; but 1 exas has, 
fi-om the time of the adjustment of the boundary by Wilkinson and 
Ferrara, uxperienced seven or eight 

The Americons (I mean the i-emilars) and Texians, appear to 
understand each otlier perfectly. Tne neutrality is preserved on the 
part of General Gaines, by allowing all volunteers, iind other organized 
corps destined' for Texas, to pass m hundreds snd thousands undis- 
turbed, but keeps in check any attempt on the part of the native 
Mexicans and Indians, to act against' the Texians. The Texians are 
allowed to wage war against a friendly poWer, in a district of country 
claimed by the United States. Tfco prisoners of war taken by the 
Texians are ignorant to which party they are subject. Th6 Amierican 
general claims the country only from Mexico, but has no objections to 
me carrying on of war against Mexico in the district he claims! Pray, 
sir, let Americans speak honestly, and let them say whether any gov- 
ernment has, within the last century, placed itselt in so ndicuious a 
light? — not only ridiculous, but contemptible. Will not any honest 
man confess at once that General Gaines, or any authority clothino 
liira with the discretion so indiscreetly used, would never have dreamed 
of the like against a government able and ready to defend itself, and 
punish such arrogance? What is Europe to say to this ? Will not 
Mexico complain 7 And will therie be no sympathy for her ? — Letter 
to the Editors of the J^ew-York Commercial Advertiser,' dated J^acog' 
doges, Texas, September 14, 1836. 

^Alas, for our national degeneracy and infamy; — In 1811, the sus- 
yicion of being accessory to this horrible outrage against the laws of 
nature, and of nations, led a to distinct charge in the trial for treason of] 

GENERAL WILKINSON. 

Charge V.— That he, the said Jamcti Wilkinson, while commanding 
the army of the United States, by virtue of his said commission, and 
being bound by the duties of his office to do all tliat in hi»n lay, to 
discover and to frustrate all such enormous violations of the law as 
tended to endanger the peace and tranquillity of the United States, did, 
nevertheless, unlawfully combine and conspire to set on foot a mUitiiry 
expedition against the territories of a nat'on, then at peace with t»ic 
United States. 

Specijkation, He, the said James Wilkinson, in tlie years 1805 and 
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1806, combining and conspirin*; with Aaron Burr and his associates, 
to set oriToot a military expedition against the Spanish provinces and 
territories in America. — Wilkinson's Mevioiis, Vol, JL 

THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE AND TEXAS. 

By a trctiy between Great Britain and Spain, for the suppression 
of the shwe-trade, concluded in 1817, the British iiovernnient was 
authorized to appoint commissioners to reside in Cuba, who, Avith 
Spanish commissioners, were to form a court for the adjudication of 
such ships as might be seized with slaves actually on board. 

The British commissioners from time to time make reports to their 
government, which are laid before Parlianientj and published by tlieir 
direction. 

The following are extracts from a report, dated 1st January, 1836. 

"Never since the sstabiishment of this mixed commission, has the 
slave-trade of the Havana reached such a disgraceful pitch as during 
the year 1835. By tiie list we have the honor to enclose, it will be 
seen that fifty slave vessels have safely arrived in this port during the 
year just expired; In 1833, there were twenty- seven arrivals, and in 
1834, thirty-three; but 1835 presents a number, by means of which 
there nnist have been landed upwards of fifteen thousand negroes. 

"In ihe spring of last year an American agent from Texas pur« 
chased in the Havana two hundred and fifty newly impoi tcd Africans, 
at two hundred and seventy dollars a head, and carried fhem away 
with him to that district of Mexico — having first procured from The 
American Consul here certificates of their freedon:. 'J'his, perhaps, 
would have been scarcely worth mentioning to your lord.ship, had wo 
not learned, that within the last six weeks, considerable sums of 
money have been deposited by the American citizens in certain mer- 
cantile houses here, for the purpose of making additional purchases of 
bozal negroes for Texas. According to the laws of Mexico, we 
believe such Africans are free, whether they have certificates of freedom 
or not; but we doubt much whether this freedom will be more than 
nominal under their American masters?, or whether the whole system 
may not be founded on some plan of smuggling them across the frontier 
of the slave states of the Union. However this may be, a great impulse 
is thus given to this illicit traffic of the Havana ; and it is not easy for 
us to point out to government what remonstrances ought to be made 
on the subject since the American settlers in Texas are almost as 
independent of American authority as they are of Mexico. These 
lawless people will doubtless, moreover assert, that they buy negroes 
jrtMh4^•-Mav-JaJ^!^-•v^y^b-s--'^=^^€-^v-l9^^ ultiniatt^ emancipation. We 
thought the first experiment to be of little consequence — bat now that 
we perceive fresh commissions arriving in the Havana for the purchase 
of Africans, we cannot refrain from calling your Icrdship's attention to 
the fact, as being another cause of tlie increase of the slave-trade in 
tlie Havana." 

The foregoing tludws liglit on the folbwing recent article in the 
Albany Argus : — 

25^* 
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" The fate of Henry Barto^v, late of the Commercial Bank of thii 
city, has been at length definitely ascertained. The agent sent out 
by the bank has returned, and states tliat Bartow died at Marianne, 
near Columbia, in Texas, on the 30th of Jtme last^ of the fever of tho 
country, after an illness of about four weeks. He had purchased a 
farm on the Brasses, and, in company with a native df the c^iuntry, 
had commenced an extensive plantation, and sent $10,000 to Cuba 
for the purchase of slaves. 

We grant that Tosos w-)u{d present us an immense territory cf 
rich soil, and would be another brilliant st?.r in our standard. On the 
other hand she would give us her quarrel with Mexico — add to our 
unwieldly slave incumbrance — and give the balance of power to the 
southern and southwestern states. We much question whether the 
United States should ever add more states to the confederacy. 
Already we are rent by the fiercest internal dissension. The North 
and South, the East and West, have their local feelings — which are 
becoming mor§ strong and definite every day. As it is, we are in 
constant and hourlj danger of splhting, The time must come ulti- 
mately, and whan It does it will be with terrible power. Why then 
should we burthen ourselves with still another local interest that must 
tend rapidly to hasten this result '/ 

But another strong reason against such an annexation is the fact 
tliat it is a slaveholding country. The northern people differ relative 
to the expfit/iency of interfering with this subject; but they all admit 
that it is an evil, dangerous to our safety as a nation. It is univer- 
sally acknowledged that the slave population may ultimately become 
unmanageable by rapid increase ; and when it does we may expect 
to see re-enacted the feat ful, blood-curdling scenes of the West Indies. 
It is obvious, therefore, it would be highly impolitic to add such a 
slave market as Texas to the Union. — Detroit Spectator. 

Were any further proof wanting to convince those at all converspnt 
with the subject, that Texas will speedily become a great slave mart, 
the following article from the Liberia Herald, will furnish it. We have 
proved, time and again, by the most indubitable testimony, (and the 
fact should be kept constantly before the people,) that the great cause 
which led to the rupture between the inhabitants of Texas and the 
mother country, was a determination on their part to traffic in slaves, 
which is strictly forbidden by the constitution of Mexico. How 
northern men, therefore, who profess to be opposed to slavery, can 
with any degree of consistency lend their mfluence in behalf of Texas, 
is more than can be accoantra for. The fact is, they are not opposed 
to slavery; and we unhesitatingly declare, that every one who has 
taken the pains to inform himself of the first cause i of the Texian in- 
surrf ction, is at l^eart a slaveholder, if he is in any manner aidin» the 
cause of the insurgents. By "defending Texas," he is "upholding" 
and virtually justifying the enslavement of his brother, and his cry of 
liberty, is i wy quintessence of hypocrisy. 

• Shall Tbxaa be admitted into the Union? T\vt is thequcstioD 
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now. Her independence has already been recognized by our govern- 
ment J but it is yet to be decided whether this nation is to be cursed 
with an extension of its slave territory. What say you, freemen of 
the jNorth? Shall Texas be admitted into the Union? Will you 
willingly hug a viper to your own bosoms ? There is but one alter- 
native reft you — inundate congress, at its next session, with remon- 
strances against the admission of Texas, or you sign at once the 
death warrant of American freedom. 

EfK>rt!< are already being made for the admission of Florida as a 
elavcholding state. Should these efforts prove successful—but may 
heaven forbid it!— should Texas also be admitted, the slaveholding 
states would outnumber the free states— there being already tliirteen 
slave to thirteen free states. And Texas alone is sufficiently large 
for, and probably will ultimately be divided into, some six or eight 
states. The liberty of the free states would exist only in name, were 
they to be outnumbered by the slave states. In such an event, a 
darker cloud wom'd ban » over the United States than ever did before ; 
and wo to that " fanatic " who might then talk of the abolition of 
slavery, even in the District of Columbia ! We might then expect to 
see ail the horrors of slavery — horrors to which those of the French 
revolution bear but a feeble comparison — visited upon the heads of all 
who mi^ht dare to raise their voice in behalf of their down-trodden 
colored oretiiren ! 

Shall Texas be admitted into the Union ? We again ask. Free- 
men, will you willingly submit to the manacles of slavery ? If you 
would not, arouse fioriti your slumbers, and thunder in the ears of the 
tyrants who are already forging, chains for you and your children, 
your determination still to be free. — From the American Citizen. 

Slave Trade.— We have learned t' ai great calculations are already 
making by slavers on the coast, on the increased demand and ad- 
vanced pnce of slaves which it is confidently anticipated will take 
place on the erection of Texas into an independent government. It 
nas been rumored that offers have been made by a commercial house 
in New Orleans, to a slaver on the coast, for a certain number of 
slaves, to be delivered in a specified period ; and the only circumstance 
which prevented the consummation of the bargain was, that the slaver 
refused to be responsible tor the slaves after they should be put on 
board. These facts, we th?nk are important to be known, as the 
christian and philanthropic world may learn from them what they are 
upholding when they are defending Texas. — Liberia Herald. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

But. when wte come to speak of admitting new states, the subject 
assun les an entirely different aspect. Our rights and our duties are 
then both different. 

The free states, and all the states, are then at liberty to accept, or 
to reject. When it is proposed to bring new members into this politi- 
cal partnership, the old members have a light to say on what terms 
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«wch new members are to come in, and what tiiey are to bring along 
with them. In my opinion, the pcoi>!e of the United States will not 
consent to bring a new, vastly extensive, a slavtholding country, 
large enough for half a dozen or a dozen states, into the Union. 
In my opinion they ought not to consent to it. Indeed 1 am altogether 
at a loss to conceive, what possible benefits any part of this country, 
can expect to derive from siich annexalionT All lienefit, to any part 
is at least doubtful and uncertain; the objections obvious, plain, and 
strong. On the general question of slavery, a great poition of the 
community is already strongly excited. The subject has not orily at- 
tracted attention as a question of politics, but it has struck a far deeper 
toned chord. It has arrested the religious feelings of the country ; it has 
taken strong hold on the consciences of men. He is a rash man, 
indeed, little conversant with human nature, and especially has he a 
very erroneous estimate of the character of the people of this country, 
who supposes that a feeling of this kind is to be trifled with, or despised. 
It will assuredly cause itself to be respected. It may be leasoned with, it 
may be made willino;, I believe it is entirely willing to fulfil all existing 
engagements, and all existing duties, lo uphold and defend the con- 
stitution, as it is established, with whatever regrets about some provi- 
sions, which it does actually contain. But to coerce it into silence, 
— to endeavor to restrain its free expression, to seek to compress and 
confine it, warm as it is and more heated as such endeavors would 
inevitably render it, — should all this be attempted, I know nothing 
even in the constitution, or in the Union itself, which would not 
be endangered by the explosion which might follow. 

I see, therefore, no political necessity for the annexation of Texas to 
the Union ; no advantages to be derived from it ; and objections to it, 
of a stron2, and in my judgment, decisive character. — Jiddress in J^tiblo's 
Garden, 1S37* 

WILLIAM JAY. 

Fellow citizens, a crisis has arrived in which we must maintain our 
rights, or surrender tliem for ever. I speak not to abolitionists alone, 
but to ail who value the liberty of our fathers achieved. Do you ask 
what we h&ve to do with slavery ? — Let our muzzled presses ariswer — 
let the mobs excited against us by merchants and politicians answer — 
let the gag laws threatened by our governors and legislatures answer, 
let the conduct of the National Government answer. In 1826, Mexico 
and Columbia being at war with Spain, proposed carrying their armies 
into Cuba, a Spanish colony. These republics had abolished slaveiy 
within their own limits, and it was feared that if they conquered Cuba 
they would give liberty to the thousands there enchained. And 
what did our liberty-loving government do? Why they sent on 
special messengers to Panama to threaten our sister republics with 
WAR if they dared to invade Cuba. Nor was this all ; a minister was 
sent to Spain, and ordered to urge upon the Spanish monarch tfcq 
policy of making peace with his revolted colonies, lest if the war con- 
tinued, nearly a million of human beings should recover and enjoy the 



THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT — TEXAS. 



297 



rights of man. What have we to do with slavery ? Is it nothing that 
nineteen Senators were found to vote for a bill establishing in every 
post town a censorship of the press, and that a citizen of Isew York 

fave a casting vote in favor of the abomination, and has received aa 
is reward, the office of President of the United States ? Is it notiiing 
that our own representatives have spurned our petitions at the man- 
date of slaveholders ? What have we to do with slavery ? Look at 
the loathsome community, just sprung into being on our southern 
border, the progeny of treason and robbery, a vile republic, organized 
for tlie express purpose of re-establishing slavery on a soil from which 
it had been lately expelled ; and provldmg for its perpetual continu- 
ance by constitutional provisions, and daring to insult us, with the 
offdr of a monopoly of its trade in human llesn. — Vet northern specu- 
lators and politicians in conjunction with Slaveholders, are now plottino; 
to compel us tx) receive this den of scorpions into our bosom, to admit 
Texas into our confederacy, with a territory capable of furnishing eight 
or nine more slave states, and by thus giving to the enemies of nunian 
rights, an overwhelmning majority in congress, to subject this norti^em 
country to tlie dominion of me South ; and perhaps before long, to 
cause the crack of the whip and the clank of chains to re-echo oh our 
hills, and oar fields to be polluted with tlie blood and tears of slaves. 
To effect a speedy union with Texas, endeavors are now ihaking to 
involve us in a war with Mexico, and when the linholy alliance shall 
have been consunimated, then farewell to republican freedom, to 
christian morals, to happiness at home, or to respect abroad. This 
fair land, once the glory of all lands, will become a bye word, a re- 
proach, and a hissing to all peoplej and we and our children will be 
taught by bitter experience, what the North had to do with slavery.^ 
MdresSf JiUy 4, 1837. 

THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 
Texas. 

Mr. Barlow Hot rose to call the attention of the House to the pre- 
sent state of affairs in the Texas. — The importance of that territory 
was well known to all who were acquainted with its geographical 
position. Mr. Huskisson, aware that the United States would be 
desirous to annex the Texas to their territory, laid it down as a maxim, 
that Great Britain should on no account allow America to extend her 
boundary in the direction of Mexico.— It was notorious that an enor- 
mous importation of slaves took place into the Texas, and. if this 
system wore allowed to continue, all the sums which we had expended 
in endeavoring to suppress' the traffic in slaves would have been 
thrown away. If we did not co-operate with Mexico in endeavouring ^ 
to preserve the Texas for Mexico, and thus to prevent the importatioii 
of slaves into the Mexican territory, we had better at once withdraw 
our fleet from the coast of Africa, and abandon Sierra Leone. The 
United States, appeared to be acting a faithless part ; they kept the 
boundary question open both with respect to Mexico an4 Grefic 
Britain. If they had not some sinister motive for keeping the questioi* 
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open, it ought to have been settled long sincCj as fi would have beenj 
« the United States had accepted the mediation of tlie King of Holland. 
It was not the standard of liberty and independence which was 
rwsed in the Texas, but the pirate's fla^, under cover of which the 
slave-trade was carried on. We had interfered in the affairs of 
Holland and Belgium, Portugal and Spain; why, then, should v/e 
not remonstrate in a friendly manner with the United States upon tha 
conduct which they were pursuing with regard to the Texas ? 

Mr. O'Connel thought tliat humanity was indebted to the Hon. 
Member for bringing this question before the House. It was only by 
the expression of public opinion that we could hope to check the pro- 
gress of one of the most horrible evils the human mind could contem- 
plate — viz. the formation of eight or nine additional slaveholdinc; states. 
The revolt of Texas was founded on nothing else but the abolition of 
slavery by the Mexican government In 1824, the Mexican govern- 
ment had pronounced that no person ader that period should be born 
a slave. In 1829 they went further, and abolished slavery, and 
immediately followed the revolt of the landholders, who had settled 
themselves in Texas. Who could contemplate without horror the 
calculation, as in the case of stocking a farm, what was the necessary 
complement of men and women, ana when they would be ready and 
ripe for the market? It was a blot which no other country but 
iunerica had ever yet suffered to stain its history — no nation on the 
face of the earth had ever been degraded by such crimes, except the 
high-spirited North American Republic. Talk of the progress of 
democratic principle I No man admired it more than he did. What 
became of it when its principal advocates could not be persuaded to 
abstain from suchspecies of traffic as this ? Texas had speculated on it. 

Colonel Thol^ .-son asked whether it was not the fact that all the 
inhabitants of this province were Americans, and not Mexicans? It 
had been said in former times, tibi Romane vincis, ibi habitas; and 
with equal truth it might now h6 said, that where an American con- 
quered there he carried slavery as a necessary of life. — March 9th, 1837. 



FOWELL BUXTON. 

If the British Government did not interfere to prevent the Texian 
territory from falling into the hands of the American slaveholders, 
in all probability a greater traffic in slaves would be carried on du- 
ring the next 50 years, than iiad ever before existed. — The war at 
present being waged in Texas, differed from any war which had ev- 
er been heard of. 

It was not a war for the extension of territory — it was not a war 
of aggression — it was not one undertaken for the advancement of 
national glory ; it was a war which had for its sole object the ob- 
taining of a market for slaves. — (Hear, hear.) He would not say 
that the American Government ponnived at the proceedings which 
had taken place ; but it waa notorious that the Texians had been 
Mipplied with munitions of war of all sorts by the slaveholders of 
the Unfted States — (hear, hear.) 
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ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

r 

I do not conceive how you can preserve the title of citizen of ft 
nation at peace, ^harmony and friendship with Mexico, while, at tho 
eame time, you endeavor to do her all the harm in your power, and 
to cut off from her a part of its territory, by means you have em- 
ployed with such singular activity, "^hia specie of impudence with 
wh^ch yof. represent yourself as a citizen of the United States, ex. 
cites vivid recollections that your countrymen first commenced the 
war ; introduced disorder into Texas and still maintain it, in sftan* 
dalous violation of the treaties which should, in good faith, unite th« 
two nations. But leaving this examination to the criticiara of tho 
civilized world, which is ignorant neither of the origin, nor the ten. 
dencies '^f the usurpation of Texas, I will quickly show you, that 
you are mistaken, and that too, greatly, in supposing Mexico defi- 
cient either in strength or the will to maintain her incontestible 
rights. 

We have fully weighed the actual and tho possible value of th» 
territory of Texas, the advantage accruing to Mexico by retaining 
it in possession, and still more by the precarious situation to which 
she would find herself reduced were she to permit a colossus to arise 
within her own limits, always ready to advance, and covetous to ob- 
tain new acquisitions by the rite titlo of theft and usurpation : but 
even were the soil of Texas a mere desert of sand, unproductive save 
of thorns to wound the foot of the traveller, this plain, useless, sterile 
and unproductive, should be defended with energy and constancy, 
under the conviction that the possession of a right imposes upon a na. 
tion the necessity of never abandoning it, with shame and disgrace 
to her name. 

I promised in Texas, beneath the rifles of the tumultuary (tumul. 
tarious) soldiex-s, who surrounded me, that I would procure a hear- 
mg for their commissioners from my Government, and would exer- 
cise my influence to prevent, for the time being, a fatal struggle ; 
And this promise, whose object was to secure, without molestation, 
-Jie retreat which the Mexican army had already commenced, and 
vhich I learned with the greatest sorrow from General Wall, natu- 
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rally remained without effect, from sad consideration as pr't.one'" ; be. 
cause the aggressions of the Texians ren)oved even the po!-*ibihly of 
lightening the evils of war, and because they failed thoniKclves, in 
their promises, they annulled the resolutions of him whom they called 
their cabinet, they caused rae violently to disembark from the scliooner * 
Invincible ; and abandoned nie to the excited pasuions of one hundred 
and thirty recruits just arrived from New-Orleans. 

In a different point of view, the qucwiion of Texas involves another 
of the greatest importance to the cause of humanity — that of slavery. 
Mexico, who has given the noble and iDustrious example of renounc. 
ing to the increase of her wealth, and even to the cultivation o** her 
fields, that she may not see tliem fattened with the sweat, the blood 
and the tears of the African race, wDl not retrocede in this course ; 
and her efforts to recover a usurped territory will be blessed by all 
tnu(M> who sincerely esteem the natural and impracticable rights of 
tifc mmian species. 

Ttie civilized world will not learn without scandal, that the in. 
habitants of the United States, infringing their own laws, and vio. 
lating the most sacred international rights, support for a second time, 
a usurpation which they have commenced, and constantly supported, 
abusing and mocking the generosity with which the Mexicans be- 
stowed upoa their countrymen rich and coveted lands, and invited 
them to enjoy the benefit of their institutions. If Mexico should 
receive such hostility from tiiose.who call themselves her friends, she 
will treat them as enemies in the field of battle, she will repel force 
with force, and slie will appeal to the judgment of the Universe upon 
such an aggression, as unjust as it would be violent. 



ROBERT OWEN. 

I havfe seldom seen any public character except the late Mr. Jef^ 
ferson, so apparently determined to examine any system to its first 
principles, as General Santa Anna. He wished to commence his 
examination with the first principles of the system, with the laws of 
our nature that he might be sure whether the base was sound or not, 
upon which the superstructure was erected. I left him with the 5m. 
pression that he had good talents for command, and that he was 
truly desirous of contributing to the prosperity of the coimtry. 

GEORGE M'DUFFIE. 

. If any consideration could add to the intrinsic v/eiglU, of these 
high inducements to abstain from any species of interference with 
the dotnestic affairs of a neighboring and friendly Slate, it would 
be the tremendous retribution to which we are so peculiarly exposed 
on our South Western frontier, from measures of retaliation. . ^ 

.Should Mexico declare war against the United States, and aided 
by some great European power, hoist the standard of servile insur^i 
rection in X/ouisiana and the neighboring Slates ; how deep would 
be our ftelf.reproaches in reflecting that these atrocious proceedinga 
received even a colorable apology from our example, or from the un» 
l&vyful conduct of our own eitizcns i 
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There iy one question connected with this controversy, of a deiin- 
itc character, upon which it may be proper that you shouhi cxprcea 
an opinion. You are, doubtless, aware that tl e i)eople of Texas 
by an almost unanimous vote, have expressed t leir desire to be ad- 
mitted into our Confederacy, and application will probably be made 
to Congress for that purpose. In my opinion, Congress ouglit not 
even to entertain such a proposition in the present state o( ihe con- 
troversy. — Extract from the Message of Gof. M'DuJie, to the Leg- 
islature of South Carolina, 1836. 



THOMAS BRANAGAN. 

At the present crisis, no subject can be presented to the public eye 
more deserving of their serious attention than slavery ; our pros- 
perity, nay, our very existence as a nation depends upon the question 
before us, viz : Whether new slave-holding stales, particularly Texas, 
shall be annexed to the American republic, till the planlcrs of the 
South gain the sole sovereignty, as they ever have held the balance 
of power by a preponderating mfluence in congress, or not ? For 
instance, every cargo of slaves transported by the citizens of thfi 
South, and every additional slave state, not only cnbancee their 
riches, but increases their political influence ; for, according to the 
constitution, ^re slaves in the South arc equal to two citizens in the 
North, with respect to the rights of sutfrago. 

Slavery deptinds on the consumption of the produce of its labor for 
support. Refuse Jlhis produce, and slavery must cease. Say not 
tliat individual influence is small. Every aggregate nuist be com- 
posed of a colleciiqn of individuals. Though individual influence be 
small, the influence of collected numbers is irresistible. 

The number of repVesentatives of slaves, alias southern property, 
has already increased to twenty-five, and they are urging the annexa- 
tion of new slave states. These considerations alone should cauae 
our representatives to be on the alert, oven laying aside the princi- 
ples of natural justice, moral rectitude, and the super-excellent pre- 
cepts of revelation, which inculcate, " that we should do to all men 
whatever we would that they should do unto us, and that we should 
love our neighbors (or all mankind) as ourselves." 

We certainly have increased in luxury, avarice, and s^^slematical 
eruelty, since the epoch of our independence, more than any other 
nation ever did in the same number of years ; for what Rome was in 
her decline, America is in her infancy. We look witli a supercilious 
glance upon personal virtue and national honor, while we are ena- 
moured with riches. We sufter ambiiion to monopolize the rewards 
that should be conferred on virtue ; nay, we supinely belioiil oiu* fel. 
low citizens, not only enslave and murder thousands of their inno- 
cent, unoffending fellow creatures periodically, but we permit tliera, 
by this unjust and unwarrantable medium, to gain not onfy riches to - 
fill their cotFers, but also political influence in our national ccuncUs, 
thr permanent right of suffrage and sovereignty. For it is a lamei* 
tftble fact, that for every two slaves the dealers in human flesh smug 
gle from Africa, or breed, they gain the same influence at elections, 

26 
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as a free cilize'a inherits in his own person ; and a plaf'^';' that pur 
cliasfjs two hundred negroes, not only replenishes his pf.ira« thereby, 
but also gains one huijdred and twenty times as much intiuence in 
tlie nation, as the vuluous and honorable patriot who nobly refuses 
to prostitute hi« political and religious character, by participating in 
such unparalleled duplicity, hypocrisy, and viilany. such in. 
equality consistent wit!) a republican form of gGvernmcrl ; is it con- 
sistent with justice, generosity, or even common sense '/ No ; it is 
a canker that eats, aud will of itself eventually destroy our consti- 
tution. If there was no other enemy to excite our fears and alarm 
our sensibility, this surely is sufficient. No less than six( j odd thou- 
sand slaves annually increase the representation. 

If your slavers wi^h to effect a counter revolution in the minds of 
your injured fcllovp citizens, you must first cause them to unlearn 
what they learned in the times that tried men's souls f you must 
destroy their memories ; you must draw a mighty veil befoi e their in- 
tellectual eyes, to screen the tragical end of slavery in the now re- 
public of Hayti ; you must consign every copy of the Rig^htj? of Man, 
and every other patriotic work, disseminated over the face of the 
earth, to the flatntjs ; you must destroy the liberty of the pies^, that 
gHovioVJK privilege of freemen ; you must finally destroy our post offi- 
ces, and every conduit and vehicle of intelligence. Before you can 
fetter the understatidiing and blind the eyes of your tellow citizens, 
you nmst accomplish all these things and many rnore. 

1 think and believe, that to sanction and support slavery in Texas, 
is a national crime that Vv'ould have disgraced Sodom and Gomorrah. 
My mind is niuch afltented by the casie of the injured Indians, aiid by 
tiie Tex tt8 mania i for sure I am, unless the friends of freedom strain 
every herv<j, the tyrants of the gouth will gaiii their objects, as they 
have two or tJii-ee times before. s 

[Under the Mexican government slavery has been totally abolished 
hi Texas, and elsewhere. The Tej;ian rebels could have eflected 
no».hinjr but for the assistance of the southern states, (backed by 
^lorthern doughfaces,) who have as fully waged the Ireasnnable, pira- 
tical war * hey excited, as if it Had been by them fornmally declared. 
The number of principled men in Texas is 4,00 small to redeem the 
couniiy and their cause from the fathomless abyss of misery, degra- 
dation, and infamy into which this unpreccdentcd'establishment and 
pcr{;«lua»ion of slavery must inevitably plunge them, vt well as the 
Ijnitfd Slates. The slave-mongers, slave-politicians, dlav& presses, 
Snd slavc^^jenato^s, have foisted the recognition of the independenicre 
of that isalave region, and are urging it& incorporation into the United 
Statt%: rapioly'as possible. The monstrous outrage against tht> 
hytm of ;mture and of nations, unsurpassed by the blackest page ci 
liHsSory, is fast tctnding to its fatal consummation Ij 

The diabolical principle, which confers such a super-abundance oT 
the paramount rights of suffrage and sovereignty upon a part of tfa« 
citizens, accordingly as they enslave and torture their fellow men, to 
the great injury of the virtuous and honorable part of society — this 
infernal practice !nu?t be abolished, or the union must be dissolved, 
that is, if the qpirit of '76 is not completely obliterated from tb« 
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breasts of the citizens of the nortii ; for it is not only an insult t« 
common sense, but degrading them to cowards, to suppose, that they 
will tamely see their sacred inalienable righis infringed by the exteo. 
«on of slavery. 

Twelve amendments have been made to the constitution. Why 
not amend the principle alluded to ? The constitution has provided 
ways and means to amend its own defects. Why not embrace this 
constitutional privilege, and eradicate this shameful inequality ? Is 
Is not more eligible to accommodate any misunderstanding that may 
exist between the different states, in this way, than to do it by the 
force of amis ? Surely this would produce anarchy and intestine 
- commotion ; and who, in such an event, will be the greatest sufferers ? 
I answer, and I ehudder while I answer, the Oppressors ! For how 
could they stand with injured innocence behind them, — their infuriated 
slaves ; and virtuous patriotism before them,~their insulted fellow 
citizens? 

Is a diversity of color a certain proof of a diversity of species ? 
"No. This argument, if it could prove any thing, would prove too 
much. It wfll be found, upon investigation, that there are among 
the nations of mankind, no less than four or five principal colors ♦ 
not to say any thing of the various intermediate shades, which ao- 
proach more or less towards each of them. What I are there four 
or five species of human beings ? Is each of the four great quarters 
• of the world inhabited by a distinct species of men? Are there to 
be found even in the same quarter of the world, human beings of dif- 
ferent kinds ? 

Besides it appears to be a fixed law of nature, which operates in 
all parts of creation, that, if two animals of a different species pair, 
the offspring is unable to continue its species. Do not a black Afri- 
can and a white American, in instances innumerable, unite ? Cer- 
tainly ! Is the^ mulatto incapable of marriage ? No, he is as capa. 
ble of continuing his own color, as his white father is of continuing 
his. An irrefragable proof this, that the black and the white inhabi. 
tants of our globe constitute one species of beings. 

Whence I'le immense sums, which proprietors of plantations, and 
of negroes and mulattocs^ receiv* annually, and spend in magnifi- 
cence and luxury ? Whence is all this great treasure ? How is it 
raised ? By the s^weat, the blood, the tears, torments, the lives of 
your poor, hungry, naked,, oppressed slaves. Are th^y so infinitely 
advantageous to you ? And can you refuse ; can you delay to hear 
the cry of their oppressius, tiieir s^eat, and their blood ? Have you 
not, as a nation, been long distinguished and famous, for a free, tnde* 
' pendent, generous spirit ? Is your constitution civil and religious, 
youi' glory among the nations of the world ? Do you suffer no slavery 
at the North ? Whj' do you allow it elsewhere ? Do you, year after 
year, concert the best measures which your wisdom can devise, far 
the prosperity and happiness of your white citizens at home and 
abroad ? Why overlook, neglect, aad oppress, your black subjects ? 
Is there, can there be, such merit in one color, and such demerit ia 
another? 

Is industry a source of wealth to a nation t Slavery must be iho 
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grand impoverisher, for it is an encouragement u> idleness, and a de- 
preciator of labor. Does virtue consolidate and stx •^nglhen a nation ? 
Slavery, and its concomitant vices, must enervate, it' not subvert it. 
How shamcfjUy slavery exposes and endangers the virtue of fenialea, 
I forbear to say ; delicacy would shudder at the recital. TJie female 
who in tijeory or practice is an advocate for slavery, cannot be a vo 
tary or a friend to chastity. — The Guardian Genius, 



JOSEPH STURGE. 

General Santa Anna's real crime in the eyes of the American slave- 
owner is his enftircing the abolition of slavery throughout the Mexi- 
can Republic, when they were looking to seize Texas as a market for 
their slaves. 

This o|;ject was publicly avowed by them years ago. In the de- 
bates in the Virginia* Convention, in 1829, Judge Upshor said, "If 
it should be our lot, as I trust it will be, to acquii-e the country of 
Texas, their price (the slaves) will rise again." 

We are told by the advocates of the Texian scheme, as a caution 
not to interfere ; that the cause of e.mancipation has retrograded in 
the United Slates, owing to the intemperate zeal of the Northern 
abolitionists," I need not remind the friends of emancipation in Eng- 
land, that this was ever the favorite apsertion of the slave-holders 
and their advocates, during the struggle for negro freedom in the 
British West India Colonies; nor yet record the opinion of American 
gentlemen, most accurately informed on the subject, that the bold 
and strenuous efforts of the Northern abolitionists, in denouncing this 
plague-spot of their social and political system, have, within the last 
four years, done more towards effecting its extinction than the exer- 
tions of the previous half century. The slaveowners of the South 
know this full well. 

Stjch, then, being the fearful plan for erecting the new state of 
Texas, by giving new life and energy to a system of crime and in. 
justice, which in many of the neighboring states is sinking under its 
inherent rottenness, it beconjes the duty of every real abolitionist, 
whether in England or America, to warn his countrymen against 
being decoyed within the sphere of its contaminating influence. • The 
country is designed to be the «« Home of the slave," and to be peopled 
by a traffic more hideous than the African slave trade itself. 



WILLIAM E. CHANNING 

. Wars with Europe and Mexico are to be entailed on us by the an. 
nexation of Texas. And is war the policy by which this country is 
to fiourish ? Was it for interminable conflicts that we formed our 
Union ? Is it blood shed for plunder, which is to consolidate our in. 
Btilutions ? Is it by collision with the greatest maritime power, that 
our commbrce is to gain strength ? Is it by arming against ourselves 
the moral sentiments of the world, that we are to build up national 
honor ? Must we of the North buckle on our armor, to fight the bat. 
ties of slavery ; to fight for a possession, which our moral principles 
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and just jealousy forbid ua to incorporate with our confederacy 1 In 
attacliing Texas to ourselves, we provoke hostilities, and at the same 
time expose new points of aUack to our foes. V'^ulnerahle at so many 
points, we shall need a vast military force. Great armies will re. 
quire great reye-nues, and raise up great chieftains. Arc wc tired of 
freedom, that we are prepared to place it undt^r such guardians? Is 
the republic bent on dying by its own hands ? Does not every man 
feel, that, with war for our habit, our institutions cannot be pre- 
served ? If ever a country v/ere bound to peace, it is this. P.iace is 
our great interest. In peace our resources are to be developed, the 
true interpretation of the constitulion to be established, and the inter, 
fering claims of liberty and order to be adjusted. In peace we are 
to disciiargc our great debt to the human race, and to diffuse freedom 
by manifesting its fruits. A country has no right to adopt a policy, 
however gainful, which, as it may foresee, will determine it to a ca- 
reer of war. A nation, like an individual, is bound to seek, ever, 
by sacrifices, a position, which will favor peace, justice, and the ex 
ercise of a beneficenl influence on the world. A nation, provoking 
war by cupidity, by encroachment, and, above all, by efforts to pro- 
pagate the curse of slavery, is alike false to itself, to God, and to the 
human race. 

The annexation of Texas, I have said, will extend and perpetuate 
slavery. It is fitted, and, still more, intended to do so. On this 
point there can be no doubt. A.s fur back as the year 1829, the an- 
nexation of Texas was agitated in the Southern and Western Stales; 
and it was urged on the ground of the strength and extension it 
would give to the slave-holding interest. In a series of essays, as- 
cribed to a gent leman, now a senator in Congress, it was maintained, 
tliat five or six slave-holding states would by this measure be added to 
the Union ; and he even intimated that as many as nine States as 
large as Kentucky might be formed within the limits of Texas. In 
Virginia, about the same time, calculaiions were made as to the in- 
creased value which would thus be given to slaves, and it was even 
said, that this acquisition would rise the price fi^ per cent. Of late 
the language on this subject is most explicit. The great argument 
1 for annexing Texas is, that it will strengthen " the peculiar institu 
tions" of the south, and open a new and vast field for slavery. 

Nor is the worst told. As I have before intimated, and it cannot 
be too often repeated, v/e shall not only quicken the domestic slave- 
trade ; we shall give a new impulse to the foreign. This, indeed, 
we have pronounced in our laws to be felony ; but we maJte our laws 
cobwebs, when we offer to rapacious men strong motives for their 
violation. Open a market for slaves in an unsettled country, with a 
sweep of sea-coaL.t, and at such distance from the seat of government 
that laws may be evaded with impuriity, and how can you exclude 
slaves from Africa ? It is well known that cargoes have been landed 
in Louisiana. What is to drive them from Texas ? In incorporat. 
ing this region with the Union to make it a slavo-country, we send 
the kidnapper to prowl through the jungles, and to dart, like a beast 
of prey, on the defenceless villages of Africa ; we chain the help- 
1^, despairing victims ; crowd them into the foetid, pestilential slave. 
26* 
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ship ; expose them to the unutterable cruelties of the middle passage, 
and, if they survive it, crush them with perpetual bondage. 

I now ask, whether, as a people, we are prepared to seize on a 
neighboring territory for the end of extending slavery ? I ask, 
whether, as a people, we can stand forth in the sight of God, m the 
sight of the nations, and adopt this atrocious policy ? Sooner perish I 
Sooner be our name blotted out from the record of nations ! 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1838. 
•« Resohies against the annexation of Texas to the United State»» 

«' Whereas a proposition to admit into the United States, as a con- 
stituent member thereof, the foreign nation of Texas, has been re. 
commended by the legislative r.esolutions of sevc>i'al States, and 
brought before Congress for its approval and sanction : and whereas 
such a measure would involve great wr-ong to Mexico, and other 
wise be of evil precedent, injurious to the interests and dishonorable 
to the character of this country ; and whereas its avowed object;? are 
doubly fraught with peril to the prosperity and permanency of this 
Union, as tending to disturb and destroy the conditions of those com- 
promises and concessions entered into at the formation of the Consti- 
tution, by which the relative weight* f different sections end interestJ5 
was adjusted, and to strengthen and extend the evils of a system 
which is unjust in itself, in striking contrast with the theory of our 
institutions, and condemned by the moral sentiment of mankind : and 
whereas the People of these United States have not granted to any or 
all of the departments of their Government, but have retained in 
themselves, the only power adequate to the admission of a foreign na- 
tion into this confederacy ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we, the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, do, in the name of the People of Massa- 
chusetts, earnestly and solemnly protest against the incorporation of 
Texas into this Union ; and declare that no act done, or compact 
* made, for such purple, by the Government of the United States, 
will be binding on the States or the People. 

" Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be requested to for- 
ward a copy of these resolves, and the accompanying report, to the 
Executive of the United States, and the Executive of each State ; 
and also to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
with a request that they present the resolves to both Houses of Con- 
gress.** 



NATHANIEL P. ROGERS. 

We shouH not be surprised, if by reason of this slave-holding, oin 
nation should get involved in a war with Mexico^— with all the re- 
maining tribes of American Indians our Christianity has spared, and 
Great Britain besides, backed up by the sympathies of the whole 
cAmfian world. If it should, the Republic will be in an enviable 
predicament. British steamers and war craft cover the ocean. We 
hftve Canada on the North; Aoonginality and Mexico on the West* 
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The West Indies on the south, with 3,000,000 dark allies, disperecd 
upon the plantations, to facilitate and further a visit to the " Patriot 
States," — and NeW( Brunswick beyond the pine woods of the disputed 
territory. To meet all this, we have a bankrupt treasury — a corrupt 
and confounded people — the peculiar institution," to inspirit us, and 
Texas to help us, as an ally. There is not a people under heaven, 
that could sympathize with us in such a contest, but the Republic of 
Texas. Texas is a Republic, to be sure, and almost the only one on 
earth, besides ours. Her Republican sympathy would out weigh that 
of monarchy and despotisms, on the other side. But then it would 
not work to much purpose for us, against the pressure of the British 
steamer. It would not avail us greatly as a counter propulsion. It 
might inspire our hearts, with enthusiasm to fight for slavery and 
equal rights, — but it would not waft artillery, like the floats of the 
British steam ship, or guard us from the tomahawk of the universal 
west, which such a war would call back against us from all the re- 
gions f>f Indiara banishment, where revenge has been sharpening its 
edge, and hushing the animosities of the hostile tribes in one over 
whelming enmity to tlie race, that lias outraged their love of home 
and native land, and fathers' graves. And if we fall in such a v^"*;"* 
fare, it would be glorious enough — however unfortunate for the cauo^^ 
of Liberty. Slavery has been troublesome to us, ever since we were 
a nation., But we have seen but the beginning of sorrows. It can- 
not remain well with us. It were in impeachment of the equal ways 
of Providence, if such a nation as this has been, can have prosperity, 
or experience any thing but signal retribution. To have enslaved hu 
manity, under circumstances like these, is no light transgression, and 
brings with it, naturally, no light retribution. And our solemn 
statesmen, — when it burst upon us, can no more devise relief or es- 
cape, than Belshazzar's wise men could help him in his extremity, ot 
read the writing on the wall. — Herald of Fieedom 



DAVID LEE CHILD. 

What authority had president Jacksop to commence the war in 
Texas? Not a jot m, than Gen. Gaines. His power, in respect 
to making war upon a foreign nation, is restricted by the constitti- 
tion to the repelling of invasions ; and he cannot, without a violation 
of the constitution, and his -oath, march a man, beyond the limits of 
the Union. If it be trus, as there appears no reason to doubt, that 
he has done this, he ought by law to be impeached, and expelled 
from office, and then punished by fine and imprisonment, or given 
up lo the injured nation to be punished by them for any murder or 
iobb«rw<. which the troops may commit in pursuing his orders. He 
has no More right to enter Mexico, seize property and slay inhabi- 
tants, whether Indians or others, than any citizen of the United 
States has to go into Great Britain and do it. Such acts will be rob- 
bery, piracy, or murder, and ought to be punished accordingly. 

The power of declaring war is vested exclusively in the congress 
of the United States ; and there cannot be a lawful war, and one 
which uhall confer upon these taking pert in it, the rights of, wm^ 
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without such declai ation. Supposing Com. Fortcr, wliim he entereo 
the town of Foxardo, in the Island of Porto Rico, — or Aaron Burr^ 
when he entered Texas, thirty years ago, had been *akcn with tiicir 
, officers and men ; would they not have been put to death agreeably 
to the law of nations. So would Gen. Jackson and his men, wlien, 
in two instances, they deliberately iuarehyd into Florida, and seized 
the towns and possessions of Spain. If the constitution had been 
supported, and tlie laws of the land faithfully executed, on either of 
those occasions, we should not now have had a president who would 
have ventured to issue an order to invade a friendly country and be- 
gin a war ; nor i general who would daro to obey it, nor a subordi- 
nate officer, who would not thi'ow up his commission, nor a soldier 
who would not throw down his arms at the frontier, and refuse, as 
they might lawfully and dutifully do, to be the instruments of usur- 
pation, and the perpetrators of crime. 

And where are the remonstrances of the press, and the meetings 
of the people ? Where are the friends of universal peace, and above 
all, where is the Christian priesthood ? And you merchants, ship- 
owners, and underwriters, where are you ? Know you not that this 
presidential measuie is fatally opposed to the purest devotion to self- 
interest that ever chilled a half-penny heart ? Awake, arise ; it is 
not (only) a breach of the constitution. There is a breach in the 
Bti"ong-box. 

If any circumstance could enhance the intrinsic wickedness of the 
executive proceeding.", it is the end and object at which they are 
aiming. It is to PROPAGATE SLAVERY, or in other words, 
perpetual robbery, rapine, and murder ihroughout a vast and beauti- 
ful region, now, by the laws of Mexico, perfectly free. It is to open 
i a new and interminable slave.market to the old slave-breeding sinners 
of Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, and other old 
slave states, and to flesli-niongers every where. It is to bring into 
this Union, for the benefit of nullifiees, five to ten new slave 
states, each with a Constitution, not only establishing slavery, but 
' also forbidding their own legislatures ever to abolish it. This is a 
provision of the new constitution of Texas, forrned since the strug- 
gle for liberty commenced ! The old or Mexican constitution of 
Texas abolisl'.ed slavery forever ! 

And the free states are willing to pay three fourths of the taxes 
(as they ever must so -long as they are raised on consumption) to sup- 
port a war for these objects ; for, remember if war exists, • appropria- 
tions must be m'ide to carry it on.' 



EDWIN W. GOODWIN. 

Texas. — A correct idea of the importance, magnitude, and power 
of that nation, for which such an anxiety is expressed that it may be 
united with this country, may be obtained from the fact that the 
whole vote for President at the late election, was 10,084 ; only about 
one-ninth as many votes a3 were cast at our late presidential ekwtioB 
in the siiigle state of Illinois. ' 

The national debt of this immense people is $11,602,127, iaclud 
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ing the appropriation of the last coiijrress, and $1,000,000 of bonA^ 
hypothocafed by Gen. Hamilton. Tliis, upon an avr.iago, is aboui 
eleven hundred and sixty dollars to each voter at the late election. It 
is a very reasonable conclusion then, that tho people of '^I'exas aro 
anxious to form a new connection in business, especially if the pro- 
posed partner has «onie money or credit. 

" By Art IV. Sect. 2, of the Constitution, fugitives from justico 
are to be delivered up on demand, to the state from which they fled ; 
BO that Texas, if annexed to the United States, would be left without 
a corporal's guard !" — Tocsin of Liberty. 



JOSHUA R. GIDDINGfe. 

Our constituents are asked to engage in a war with one of the most 
powerful nations of the earth, in order to enable the slave-dealors of 
the south to carry their slavysi '■•ui of the territory and jurisdiction of 
the slave states under the flag of our common country, ll hey insist 
upon the privilege of involving our constituents, the free people of 
Ohio, in the disgrace and expense of maintaining what Mr. JeiTer- 
son calls an execrable commerce in human beings." Against these 
abuses our constituents have remonstrated. Conscious that they are 
unconstitutional infringments of their rights, they have year after 
year sent their petitions here, praying in the most respectful manner 
that they may be relieved from these oppressions and from such un- 
constitutional taxation. They have approached congress in the most 
respectful manner, and in the most unexceptionable language have 
asked that these abuses may cease. These petitions have been treated 
with corrtempt and the most insulting epithets applied to the people 
who have thuo dared to approach their servants. When petitioning 
for the protection of their constitutional rights, they have been falsely 
represented as attempting to invade the rights of others. When they 
have asked relief from taxation for the support of slavery, they have 
been represented as attempting to interfere with the vested rights of 
otLers. When they have asked congress to repeal the laws of their 
own enacting, they have been held up to the country and the world, 
as seeking- for unconstitutional objects which congress had no power 
to grant. — Letter to the Members of Congress, March 5, 18i2, 



Resolutions offered by Mr. Giddings, for which he was censured by 

a majority of the house. 

Resolved, That slavery, being an abridgement of the natural rights 
of man, can exist only by force of positive municipal law, and is ne- 
cessarily confined to tlie territorial jurisdiction of tiie power creat- 
ing it. 

Resolved, That when the brig Creole, on her late passage for New. 
Orleans, left the territorial jurisdiction of Virginia, the slave laws of 
that state ceased to have jurisdiction over the persons on board snid 
brig, and such persons became amenable only to the laws of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That all attempts to exert our national influence in fa 
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vor of the coastwise slave trade, or to place tliis nation in the atti 
tudc of niaintaininj^ a " commerce in human beings," are subversive 
of the rights and injurious to the feelings and the inicrcsts of the free 
states ; are unauthorized by the constitution, and prejudicial to our 
national character. ^ 



h MR. MAYNARD. 

U,i-d!«r the pretence of preventing any Indian disturbances, while 
the T(rxian soldiers and citizens are in the service against the Mexi- 
cans, tlie Secretary of War has put Gen. Taylor in command of a 
body of V. S, troops, and sent him to that republic, with discretionary 
powers; and every one who knows how General Gaines managed be- 
fore, under similar circumstances, and how such matters were con- 
ducted by Gen. Jackson, in Florida, will of course understand, that 
this h equivalent to sending an army of 2,000 men, to the aid of 
Texas. Under the same pretencs before, our army was inarched 
some 200 miles into Mexican territory, If I remember rightly, and 
if necessary, no doubt will be again^i — Madison Abolitionist 



STARTLING FACTS. 

The late three years' war with England, the most powerful nation 
in the world, cost the United States about ^90,000,000. 

The three years' war in Florida, with a remnant tribe of Seminole 
Indians and a few runaway IJegroes, has cost us $40,000,000, or 
nearly half the whole expense of our war with England ! ! I 

The war against the miserable Indians and Negroes, was wickedly 
commenced, has been ingloriously conducted, and threatens to be in* 
terminable? 

There is not, in the history of wars among civilized nations, a 
parallel for the wantonness, imbecility and corruption which distin- 
guishes this dishonorable, infamous crusade. — Albany Evening 
Journal. 



ZEBINA EASTMAN. 

So it appears to be a plan already matured, that troops are to bo 
conveyed from this country directly into the territory of Mexico, 
without setting a foot on the soil of Texas. 

Remember, that the original contest with Mexico, was not com. 
nienced for liberty, but for the purpose of introducing slavery into 
Texas, and for wresting that territory from Mexico, that it might bo 
joined to the United States to strengthen the slave power here. And 
remember also, that the sympathy manifested for the people of Texas, 
and all this violation of neutrality and the laws and usages of na« 
tion?i is not sympathy for the oppressed, nor for the extension or pre» 
servation of liberty, but is sympathy for the oppressor, and these 
plans are carried out for the sake of strengthening the chains of the 
slave, and for extending the dominion of slavery. — Genius of Liberty, 
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GAMALIEL BAILEY. 

The report of the invasion of Texas Mexico, is confirired. 
Many of our newspapera never th-c in eulogizing the spirit of ihe 
Texians on this oecasion. 

The eondiict of a certain portion of our citizens in felation to the 
belligerents deserves notice. A meeting has been held in Cincinnati, 
to syuipathize with the revolted province ; a similar one in Pliiladel. 
phia. Meantime, open efforts are made to enlist tlie people of the 
United States in a crusade against Mexico. The National Intelli- 
gencer coolly announces that ''a company of seventy cnigiants, 
well armed and equipped, left Mobile on the 24th ultimo fur Texas, 
on an exploring expedition," A correspondent of the Daily M:-ssage, , 
writing from New-Orleans, March 26th, pays — that "fresh recruits 
are marching from every quarter to aid them (the Texians.) in their 
glorious struggle. Last Sunday the steamship Neptune left this port- 
with two hundred fearless and gallant spirits. May the God f bat« 
ties crown their efforts with speedy and brilliant success." 

Why have we no president's message to repress these hostile de- 
monstrations towards a power, with which we are at peace ? Hero 
are armed bands marching from tfiis countpy against Mexico, in vio- 
lation of good faith ar\d of the laws of the United Slates, and yet 
John Tyler, whose oath of office binds him to " take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed," looks on and is silent ! We all know 
how prompt was the executive with its' proclamation, when the hos. 
tility of oiu" northern borderers was likely to inierrupt the friendly re- 
lations with Great Britain. But circumstaMCcs alter cases. Eng- 
land is a formidable, Mexico a feeble, power. We were afi aid of the 
foJTner ; but moat valiantly do we bully the latter. Besides, slavery 
had nothing to gain from irruptions into Canada ; so a pro-slavery 
government was most scrupulous in fulfilling the obligations imposed 
by the laws of nations. But, having every tiling to gain by the 
separation of Texas from Mexico, the government which it controls, 
coruiives at the most flagitious aggressions . by our citizens on that 
friendly state ! And yet this government, after having permitted 
many of its citizens to inflict outrage after oaii'age on Mexico, atfecta 
a saint-like countenance, and complains of the hostility of our neigh- 
oor I Most perfidious i 

" And thus I clothe my naked yilliany, 

And seem a saint, when most £ play the devil." 

Some wretched trucklers to the powers that be, are apt to repre- 
sent opposition to the administration of the gcrernment as trea-son; 
against *he country. Fofjr fools ! th£!y !«ho\ikl- he slaves to tbi^ grand 
1 urk. It is because we love our counitry — its honor, its iiuerest-— 
that we abhor the government, as it has lon^ been admini.stered. It 
does not represent the people of the United Stales. It is the expo- 
nent and instrument of one interest — the tool of a single claims. That 
interest is slavery, that class is made up of slave-holders and their 
northern menials. Let the government be redeemed from this degra- 
lation, and be controlled by the constitution, interpreted in the light 
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of the Declaration of Independence, and then may we expect to 
see this republic re»pectin_g the rights of all mankind* acting with even- 
handed justice towards all nations, the weak, as well as powerful.—- 
3'Ae Philanthropist, 



NATIONAL A. S. STANDARD. 

Let abolitionists be on their guard, and not be deceived by quieting 
rumors. VVe have it from high authority, too well informed to be miS' 
taken, that the slaveholders were never more intent upon their favorite 
plan of annexing Texas than at the present moment. They are doubt- 
Jess ready to spring the trap at any favorable moment. Let not aboli- 
tionists be lulled to sleep by the disclaimer of General Hamilton, who 
says he would rather not have Texas belong to the United Stales. Cata 
have covered themselves with meal before now to catch old rats. Neither 
let them be too sure that the rumored mediation of France and England 
between Mexico and Texas is going to avert the danger of annexation. 
It is indeed difficult to foretell what will be the result of all this plot- i 
ting and underplotting ; but one thing is certam — abolitionists havt 
need to keep wide awake ; for no single event involves such disastrous 
consequences to the cause of freedom, as this. 

Let the opinion of the free States bo earnestly and perseveringly 
expressed in the form of petitions and the action on the State legisla- 
tures on Congress. There is need of this. Bo not lulled into false 
security. Will anti-slavery papers copy the articles which we have from 
the New-York American ? PrcaJeniio/i is much easier than cure. We 
trust the English and Irish abolitionists will keep themselves well in- 
formed on this important question, and will see that John Q. Adams's 
Address at Braintree is extensively circulated. — L. Maria Child. 



WILLIAM L. MACKENZIE. 

The intrigues of the United States slave-owners it was, which con- 
verted Texas into a place of bondage in the man of color. Honest 
Mexico had made it free alike to all men in 1829, and for this offence 
has southern vengeance and European diplomacy continued to strike 
at the tranquillity of her devoted population et'er since, while it is whis- 
pered that Cass, the agent of the south In Paris, was not unfriendly to 
Louis Phillipe's villainous attack. 

Again, Cuba was about to seek independence, and offer equal liber- 
ty to hXl its inhabitants some years ago. But it is well known that 
Messrs. Clay and Adams in 1827, and Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Van 
r^ess in 1899, made the most urgent remonstrances to old Spain against 
permitting such a step. The south was ready to tender the aid of 
the arms of the great American republic to crush a struggle 
for freedom, which might end in yielding an asylum to Virginia 
mulatto slave. Not content with the gains of their own serfs, tho 
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avarice of man is such, that of 177 slave ships which arrive every 
year in Cuba, five-ninths are owned and fitted out in tliis Union im- 
der the festering care of its government, and their guilty gains are 
truly enormous 

Compare the conduct of the slave power at Washington to Texas, 
and to Canada. Scattered along an extensive line, without muni- 
tions of war, without provisions, almost without clothing, purtiued 
by the English forces on one side, and by tlie troops under the com- 
mand of General Scott on the other, during a most severe and stormy 
winter. Such was the situation of the Canadian republicans in 1838. 
The Tes.ians were slaveowners fighting to re-establish slavery on a 
noil from which it had been recently banished by the Mexicans ; the 
American government gave them every possible aid and assistance. 
The Canadian Patriots fought for liberty to all, and no negro slavery 
could be expected to crown their ir'mmpha.-r-McKenzie's' Gazette 
June, 1840. 

; 

LA ROY SUNDERLAND. 

Meetings in favor of Texas and against Mexico, have been held in 
every southern and south-western city. IJpwards of fifty thousand 
dollars in money and munitions have been subscribed for the Texians. 
And it is said, that several have tilrcady lefi this city for Texas, in 
order to engage in the war against Mexico. 

Who can witness these efforts to support and extend slavery, and 
not feel a blusfh of indignation for this boasted republic ! And look, 
too, at the prodigality with which the slave-holders pour out their 
money, and for the basest of purposes, while the cause of Imman 
rights, at the north, languishes for the want of support. — N. Y. 
Watchman. 



The south never will give the slave up untii the North is converted 
to our doctrines. While the north regards the colored man as it now 
dees, it would be a Herculean, a desperate enterprise for the sbuth to 
undertake the emancipation of the slave. The north must make its 
peace with the " free colored man," before the south can emangipnte 
the slave. It would not save the country, or free the slave, to enact 
the abolition of slavery by congress, and by every state general court 
in the union, without a moral change in the white population to. 
wards the blaok, and the consequent revolution of teeling in t!ie black 
towards the white man. Nothing can effect this change but the ac« 
tion and prevalence of anti-slavery societies and princi;;;ies. — Anti. 
Slavery Manual. 



Ckange of Opinion. — ^Mr. J B. Lamar, formerly warmly and ac- 
tively engaged in the support of the Texian cause, is not disposed, it 
appears to pursue the same course at present. Ir/a letter to the Sa- 
vannah Georgian, ho says, that ** time, reffectwn, and a mors en- 
lightened conscience, convince him that any interference with the 
war in Texas, by citizens of one of the United States, is a violation 
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of the laws of our own country, and inconsistent with our interesta 
and the doctrines we hold of like conduct in others towards us ; and 
he nmst therefore in justice tp himself, not only decline the appoint- 
ment, (to which he had been called by a meeting, held in Savannah, 
of friends of that cause,) but refuse to contribute to the object iri any 
way whatever." — Boston Daily Mail ■> 



ARCHIBALD h. LINN. 

Recent events have satisfied me that new and serious attempts are 
to be made to accomplish the annexation of Texas to this Union. 
One of the principal instruments in the sohe/ue is to be found in the 
character of the present mission to Mexitjb, and, as no higher in- 
terests can be involved in our foreign intercourse than the political 
cousideratioQS which belong to this mission, I liel it my duty to ad- 
vert to them at the earliest opportunity. 

Whoever would look baclx upon the history of our relations with 
Mexico in reference to the provincs of Tessas— of the first settle- 
ment of that provice— and of the men who and the influences 
which -produced the revolution there arid her separation from Mexico ; 
whoever would look back upon the legislation of congresis — of the 
legislation of several of the states of the union, and upon the opin- 
ions and influences of men in all parts of the country ; whoever 
would trace the whole progress of that revolution from its inception 
dov/n to the present time, and connect it with the present events and 
present condition of that country, would come to the conclusion that 
the political difficulties which had heretofore etisted between this go. 
vernmcnt and Mexico, had reference only to the annexation of Texas 
— and that the eflfprts to attain, that object were to be renewed, with 
all the moral and political evils which could not fail to accompany it. 

Mr. L. then glanced briefly at the history of Texas as a province, 
to'show that the whole histgry of diplomacy on this subject, (of which 
he said, he had copious notes,) and the whole history of legislation 
went to show that the annexation of Texas, (whether successful or 
not,') was the desired fruit of the present mission to Mexico. He re- 
ferred to the representative history of General Waddy Thonipson, as 
a member of this house, to show that that gentleman had introduced 
a proposition for the recognition of the independence of Texas ; thai 
he had pursued a course which pledged him to that step. And he 
(Mr. L.) hesitated not to predict that one of the fruits of this mis. 
sion, as now created, would be a renewal of tlie proposition for the 
annexation of Texas to the United Slates. 

Mr. L. passed on to notice the claims of the citizens of the United 
Stales against the government of Mexico, in relation to which tt 
commission has been in session for some two years past ; wad expre*. 
sed the conviction that the grand finale of these claiois (if evetaetf 
tied at all) would be the relinquishment of them on the part o£ this 
government* eitSier by means of a recognition of the independence 
of Texas, or a direct cession of Texas to this government. And it 
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was to prevent the evils arising from this state of things, that this 
mission ought not, in his judgment to be allowed. 

Notwithstanding oqr aggressions upon Mexico, (which he did not 
advert to, but which were matters of history,) we wers still, at lea^t 
pi'ofessediy, at peace with her, under soiemn treaties of amiiy and 
commerce. By what rule, then, of national law or national lionor 
we were justified in interfering in the affairs of Texas, he could not 
divine — Texas, a province in a state of open revolt, whose indepen- 
dence Mexico had never recognized, but against, which she was at 
tliis time waging a most uncompromising var. Whence, then, the 
sympathy and enthusiasm which had hem excited on the subject in 
this country ? Whence the injustice and breach of national faith 
against Mexico, which had engendered so much ill-blootl aud ill-feel, 
ing against a government which was doing thti rnost that she was 
able to do, to establish free institutions of the same kind as our own ? 
Whence the abandonment of the policy of non-interference, which 
had been so studiously cultivated and adhered to by this government 
in all the contests which had taken place on ihis contutent? Or 
who could doubt that the continuance of negotiations between this 
government and Mexipo, in relation to the annexation of Texas, 
would inevitably lead to war ? And Mr. L. alluded to the probabili 
ty, in such an event, of iriterference on the part of Grd&t Britain 
-Speech in Congress, April 13, 1842. 



WILLIAM SLADE. 

Mr. S. had been greatly surprised at the nomination to Mexico of 
a public man who had always zealously advocated the cause of Texian 
independence. Gentlemen in the south did not appreciate the feeling 
which pervaded this country in reference to this Texian question. 
Throughout more than half the states of this union, i^ was watched 
with the utmost jealousy, and excited the deepest feeling, b^icause it 
was well known that anxious efforts had loiig been«g>aing oa to effect 
the annexation of Texas to theUnited States, and it was as perfectly 
understood that the entering wedge to the aeeompliBhineni of such a 
design was "exer applied in the open light of day, but secretly, and« 
for aught that appeared upon the surface, that wedge «ught not only 
be entjred, but driven up past all hope of retraction befoje the fact 
was, known at all. And there were thpse in this union wbi> looked 
the more sharply at all such measures from their apprehensioa as to 
the coisnexioh l^tween the annexation of Texas and Uie extension o£ 
slavery. Whether these persons were imprudent or not, in tlie coarse 
they pursiied— whether or not they adopted the best means to accom. 
plish their objects, and whether their abstract positions were sound oif 
not, still they were perpetually on the watch-tower, looking with 
eagle eyes at every movement bearing on the Texian question, and 
but for tljeir unsleeping vigilance, the so much desired union betw;«n 
that country and. this would have been effected long ;ago. Here Mr* 
Si referred to the vast number of petitions which they had sent up 
against the annexation. That number was not so great now, because 
an impression had begun to prevail that the danger was now over. 
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But Mr. S. could assure them they were entirely mistaken. It waa 
not over; very far from it, and he thanked the gentleman from New- 
York. (Mr. Linn,) for rousing the attention of the country to tlie 
subject What liad they seen during the last year ? Not only did 
the public press of the south and south-west come out openly for an. 
negation, but several of the states had pa:.'sed official resolutions t<J 
the same effect ; and when brought into the House of Representa- 
tives, how were they treated ? Not as the abolition resolutions even 
from state legislatures were. They were not only received, but or. 
dercd to be printed, that they might be considered and acted upon. 
The same thing had been done at the other end of the capitol. All 
this was done with the intent of forming public opinion, and, so far, 
it was all fair. But if a northern abolitionist should attempt any 
means to counteract such opinion at the south, by arguments how- 
ever 8tr<^ng and however reasonable, he must straightway be seized 
and hung to a lamp post. [A, laugh.] 

The American people never could •>e drawn into any such mea 
sure as the annexation of Texas ; it would be utter ruin to the Mnion 
of the states. Mr. S. would not give a snap of his fingers for this 
union from the dav such a measure was effected. It would be dis- 
solved ipso facto from that moment. He was a friend to the union ; 
he desired to see it preserved, and therefore he deprecated a scheme 
that must dissolve it. 

He would say, in general terms, that he believed it arose from a 
desire to extend and to perpetuate slavery. That such a desire did 
exist was a fact beyond dispute ; ifc had been manifested with greater 
or less distinctness for the last forty years ; in its practical effects it 
had trampled on all the safeguards of the constitution, and lengthened 
the cords and strengthened the stakes of slavery in this land. The 
general expectation at the adoption of the constitution, was that 
slavery would be abolished in less than a quarter bf a century ; but 
half a century had elapsed, and instead of being abolished it bad in* 
creased threefold. " This process began with the purchase of Louisi- 
ana, or rather, with the toleration of slavery in that state, and it 
had been extended in the free states since formed out of ihe Louisiana 
purchase. Mr. S. considered this as having inflicted a deeper wound 
on the constitution than any other event that had ever happened since 
its adoption. 

Mr. S. could show, did time permit, hov? slavery had governed this 
land ; how it had chosen our presidents for a succession of forty 
years, while there had, since the foundation of the government, been 
a president in the chair from the free states but for twelve yeaw and 
one month. And of these, one never would have been president had 
he not been " a northern man with southern principles." A review 
of the individuals who had ailed the speaker's chair of this house 
would show the same thing. 

lie might refer to the fact that five out of six of those who had 
filled the mission to Mexico, had been gentlemen from the southern 
states. Of the reason of such a selection there could be no doubt. 
He nc-ed not say how impossible it was to carry on important nogo. 
tiations with almost any government, and especially with Mexico, 
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without their having an important bearing on our rf>Ia!ions with other 
governments. And here he took occasion to repel the expressions of 
contempt which had fallen fi-oin Mr. Gushing, in rhich he spoke of 
gentlemen cowering under the frown of Great Britain, and of being 
actuateu by a dread of British interferenoe. The people of New- 
England would be tne very last to bo actuated by such a feeling, as 
the glorious history of this country would abundantly show. But 
while we were ready to maintain ou,r rights against all the world, it 
was the part of wisdom and prudence not to be i-,isensibic to the dan- 
ger of becoming needlessly embroiled with other governments. Tlio 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,) had given pretty 
strong indications not only of a very strong sympathy with the cause 
of Texas, but of a disposition to carry that feeling into our relations 
with Mexico. He had alluded to what iic supposed to be a fact, that 
the British governmont stood pledged to that of Mexico, lo aid it un- 
dcr certain contingencies. If this were true, it was of itself suffi- 
cient to put every prudent statesman on his guard. 

Mr. S. would tell gentlemen that their scheme never could be car- 
ried into effect ; there might be a union on parchment, but it never 
could go down with the people of the northern slates. Let the thought 
be banished at once. Let not gentlemen deceive themselves — he 
could tell them that the vei-y moment they came out and showed their 
hand they would find a spirit which they little dreamed of. He would 
say to them, as a friend, " hands off." Let this government declare 
at once to Texas, to Mexico, and to all the world beside, that such 
R thing as a union between Texas and the United States was utterly 
impracticable. When this should have been done, the government of 
Mexico would be more likely to open their ears to the claims ot 
American citizens. Let it he distinctly understood that the moment 
we united ourselves with Texas, thai moment we married ourseh'es 
to a war. He was, therefore, for a proclamation of neutrality. 
Why shduld this measure not be resorted to in relation to our neigh- 
bors at one extremity of the union as to those at the other? We 
did it relation to Canada, Avhy not in regard to Texas and Mexico? 
We owed this to ourrelves and to the peace of the world. Wc stood 
in a highly dangerous position — ^before we knew it the matches might 
be applied to the magazine. 

A Voice from Deleware, — The following, we doubt not, ex- 
presses the feelings of the people of that State — a state nearly free 
from slavery. — Albany Patriot. 

" Annexation of Texan to the U. States. — This accursed project 
has been a favorite of the South for years past. It was cherished by 
Jackson, and not frowned on *by Van Buren, an«^ is said to be a 
darling with Tyler and some of the Guard. We have territory" 
enough — ^need no more, and to he saddled with Texas, and its dia. 
AoZica/; papulation, would probably cause a dissolution of the Union- 
We hope all patriotic and eood men will lift their voices againss 
each a ruinous measure." — Wilmington Del. Republican, May^ 1843. 
27* 
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THE BRITISH EMANCIPATOR. 

Texas. — It is a deplorable thing in this age of the woild, after 
such gigantic and persevering efforts liave been mad:; to get rid of 
slavery and the slave4rade, and with s> ■ much success, that in a 
country in which slavery had been abolished, (and that country four 
times aa large as France,) this curse and crime should be restored' ! 
It is yet more deplorable, that this restoration of slavery should have 
the effect, and should have been brought about for the purpose, of 
providing a vast and almost boundless market for the slaves reared 
like cattle by an adjoining nation, boasting, to be civilized and chri.s. 
tian I The doinestic slave-trade has made the United States the sink 
and the scorn of the world • yet, this more than infernal traffic is to 
find an inexhaustible outlet in Texas ! Yet more deplorable is it, that 
a nation born amidst the agonies of the slavery it revives, and exist- 
ing but for tbe perpetuation and aggravation of atrocities which all 
civilized goverrunents have agreed to denounce and, exterminate, 
should by any one of those governments have been acknowledged as 
a nation at all. Humanity bleeds on contemplating slavery as a fact 
of the past; it is dreadful to see it originating anew. A nascent peo- 
ple ordaining slavery should have met with not a moment's toleration ; 
they should been frowned and trodden out of being by the united scorn 
and resistance of the civilized world. — The British Emancipator. 

The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slaveky So- 
ciETV, to Lord Palmerston, Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

The committee will not trouble your Lordship with a detail of the 
unjust and atrocious manner in which the Mexican province of Texas 
has been wrested from the parent state by unprincipled adventurers, 
land jobbers, and slave-holders from the United States, whose con- 
duct merits the most indignant rebuke, and must attach lasting dis- 
honor to all who may become implicated in it : but would press on 
ihe consideration of your Lordship and the government the well-known 
fact, that the IcgfJature of Texas hasaboliched the universal freedom, 
which, with such adinirable justice and propriety, had been decreed 
by the Mexican government, and have re-eotablished slavery in its 
worst form. The committee would also call your Lordship's atten- 
tion to the fact, that the Texian laws also provide for the expulsion 
from its territory of all Africans and the descendants of Africans, 
whether in whole or in part born free, as well as of the native In- 
dian tribes, an iniquity not less cruel than it is infamous, and un- 
paralleled in the history of any civilized people. 

The establishment of slavery in Texas will open an Immense mar 
ket for the slave^fereeders of the United States, and will inevitably 
enlarge to an unprecedented extent, and raise to a pitch of unpre- 
cedented horrors, a traffic so infamous and deplorable. Nor can it 
be doubted but, in spite of the law which prohibits it, the slave-trade 
with Africa, against which the whole power of the British empire is 
arrayed, will be extensively carried on, as tliere is too great reason 
to believe it has already begun. 

Under these circumstances, the committee trust that her Majesty*a 
government will regard the proposed recognition cf Texas with the 
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Ijrcatost ahliorrcncf; ; and tboy chorisli an earnest hope t])at in their 
decisions, considerations of hunianitj, jusficc, and lihcrly will he 
firmly iield pg remount to every other. On hrlialf of the Coimnittee, 

G. W. ALEXANDER, Chairman. 



G'EORGE BRABBUKN. 

Until lately. Texas u-as. as it now is of ri^ht, a part of the re- 
public of Mexico. While Mexico was under liic dominion of Sjiain, 
slavery was tf)leratcd there. But on hecounng' independent of the 
mother countiy, she, with a consistency of which our country v.-ould 
have done well to set the example, gave liberty to her hofjdmen, and 
declared, that slavery should exist no more within her borders forever. 
With this state of things, the people were evidently well enough sa- 
tisfied. For, they were not the hypocrites to withhold from others 
the liberty which they had fought and bled to secure for themselves. 
They had not yet bcej; contaminated by association with North Ameri- 
can republicans. They would, therefore, to a man, have remained 
satisfied, but for the 'foreign interference' — the emigration into 
their country of a d'isperate set of speculators, gamblers, blacklegs, 
fieshmongers. Slave-drivers, a'*rf demagogues, from thcj-e United 
Sfutos. These miserable libels upon humanity, though ihey did not 
without great difficulty, and never wholly, succeed in joining to their 
causes the old settlers of the soil, did, nevertheless, by accession to 
their nimibers from this country, and by aid of friends they left be- 
liind, who, unlike themselves it seenjs, iiad not quite patriotism 
enough to leave iheir country for their country's good, ultimately felt 
themselves sufficiently strong to attempt the transfer of their all'^gi- 
ancc from Mexico to the government of the United States. They 
desired to establish slavery in their new country. It was one of the 
chief objects of their rebellion. The plan was regarded with f?vor 
by the slave-holding members of this Union, as also by certain land- 
sharks of the free states, who had made investments in Texan lots. 
The former saw in it a powerful n)eans of strengthening their " pe- 
culiar institution." Both knew, if it succeeded, it would put money 
into their pockets 



EDMUiND QUINCY. 

There are perils, and those imminent — perils, which in the opirion 
of many wise men threaten to lock forever the 'etters of the slave, 
and even to throw the links of the chain ai'ound the limbs of the free. 
If Texas, say they, — the land of the pirate and the murderer, the 
common sewer into which is drained all the filth which is too abomi- 
nable even for the slaves states to endure — if Texas be annexed to 
the United States, then slavery will be forever entailed upon us, and 
the preponderance which will be given to the slave-holding interest 
in the councils of the nation, by that event, will render the freemen 
of the north but the serfs of a southern task-master. If Texas be 
not annexed, then the Union will be dissolved ; a slave-holding con- 
federacy will be formed, and slavery forever perpetuated. 
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1 am sure that no man can deprecate more sincerely than I do, the 
annexation of Texas to this union. I believe that I realize all the 
immediate and all the remote bearings v.fhich that tvcnt would havo 
upon the great cause of Universal Freedom, There is no effort which 
I would not make — no f^acrifice to which I would not pladly submit 
-to aA'ert that most hateful alliance. But were it accomplished to- 
morrow, should I despair ? Should I despondingly abandon the 
cause of God and liberty on that account, and believe that the trickery 
of a handful of scurvy pohticians at Washington could cancel tba 
decree registered in the chancery of heaven — that every slave shall be 
free ? Should 1 even believe that the period of universal emancipa- 
tion would be very much delayed by that event ? No, sir. The only 
effect which such a blow would have upon me, and which I believe 
it Would have upon every Abolitionist, would be to make me feel that 
a great work was to be done in a short time. That we must concen- 
trate all our efforts, and multiply ail our machinery for acting upon 
the public mind, before the young dragon by the banks of the Sabine * 
be fully grown, and before she have engendered a brood like unto 
herself, to be arrayed by her side against the cause of God and free- 
dom. 

Wheneycr proclamation is made that the union of these states is 
dissolved, on that day the dealh-knell of slavery is tolled. As soon 
as they are released from the fatal embrace of their northern friends, 
tlujir patriarchal system falls to the ground. It is the sympathy and 
encouragement of the free states which sustain that system now. 
Let the ties of interest, which create that false sympathy, be severed, 
and it vanishes ; stifled humanity revives, and the oppressor must 
Boon break his rod for very shame. It is a sh'ange infatuation to sup- 
pose that any military force, or any custom house regulations, could 
keep from the inhabitants of any country the influence of the whole- 
some public opinion of neighboring nations, and the scorn of the 
civilized world. 



The Americans of our revolution then fought for their own liberty, 
and through their example of successful resistance, for the liberty of 
the world, But the Texang are fighting for slavery among themselves, 
and if success crown their desperate eflbrtsj, they will have fought 
for the perpetuity of slavery throughout the world. The wishes of 
the Texians arc now for their annexation to these United States of 
America. If they be admitted into the union, a deep, perhaps one 
of the deepest blows that can be struck, will have been inflicted on 
the rights of man ; the name of liberty will have been profaned, her 
spirit disgraced, and her fair presence banislied for a time, perhaps 
forever, from ♦ the land of the free, and the home of the brave.' 
As Texas rebelled against Mexico, because the institutions of domes, 
tic slavery could not exist in tiiat nation, she, of course, would not 
ask for admission into our union, unless permitted to enter with all 
her slavish retinue. She deserted Mexico, because ^lexico is a free 
state ; she now begs in the name of liberty, and with the prayer of 
freemen, to be united with the United States, because hore under the 
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star-spang!cd banner of i:r republic, she can legally fasicn iron chaina 
on the bodies, and fhe _...r worse than iron chains, the corrodin": rna- 
naoles of ignorance and servitude on, m, and all around tlia rainds 
of her slaves. — The Paw tucket Chronicle. 



Texas. — Shall this land of slavery, this immense resci-voir of col 
lected abominations, become an integral part of this nation ? 

The avowed objecf. h to pecuce 'the safety and repose of the south 
ern states :* that is, in plain King's English, to rivet the chains of 
slavery not on the slave only but the nation. 

In Rome, next to crucifixion the most infamous punishment con- 
sisted in lashing to the felon's back a dead and putrefying carcass. 
That we as a nation have reached the point of criminality at which 
justice might righteously doom us to carry « this body of death,* h 
what we dare not deny. But we are called upon to bind the burden 
on our-own backs— to do it freely — and by a deliberate act of na- 
tional legislation, to proclaim that we are worthy of the infamous 
punishment, and are ready to bow down and bear it ! 

What then is to be done ? Petition Congress. This is a legiti- 
mate remedy. On this question all may unite, except the slave-holder, 
without distinction of party, sect, or place. Let public sentiment 
then, concentrating its decisive and determined energies into one loud 
and defening veto, meet the proposed measure on the threshold. Let 
it be seen that however artfully the demon of oppression may lay his 
plans, the friends of freedom are prepared at every point to meet bira, 

Cleveland Jourmh 



LEGISLATURE OF VERMONT, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, That tho 
Senators in Cpn gross be instructed, and our Representatives requested 
to use their influence in that body to prevent the annexation of Texas 
to the union. 

That, representing as we do the people of Vermont, we do, here- 
by., in their name, solemnly protest against such annexation in any 
form. 

That as the representatives of the people of Vermont, we do so- 
lemnly protest against the admission into this union, of any state 
whose constitution tolerates domestic slavery- \ 

That congress have full power by the constitution, to abolish sla- 
very and the slave trade in the district of Columbia and in the terri- 
tories of the United States. 

That our senators in congress be instructed and our representatives 
requested to present the foregoing report and resolutions to their re- 
Kpeetive houses in congress,' and use their influence to carry the same 
speedily into effect. 

That the governor of this state be requested to transmit a copy of 
the foregoing report and resolutions to the president of the United 
States, and to each of our senators and representatives in congress 

November 1, 1837. 
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By the House also resolved. That congress has the constitutional 
power to prohibit the slave trade between the several stales of thia 
luiion, and to make such laws as shall efFeatually prohibit such trade. 



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO. 

Resolved, That in the name and on behalf of the people of Ohio, 
we do licreby protest against the annexation of the republic of Texas 
to the union of these states, as unjust, inexpedient, and destructive 
of the peace, safety, and well-being of the nation; and \vc do, in the 
name and on behalf of the/?aid people solemnly declare that congress 
has no power conferred on it by the constitution of the United Slates, 
to consent to such annexation ; and that the people of Ohio cannot 
be bound by any such covenant, league or arrangement, made be- 
tween congress and any foreign stale or nation. 



MEMORLVL. 

To the senate and house of representatives ot the United States 
of America, in congress assembled. 

The memorial of the convention for the formation of an anti-sla- 
very society for the stale of Pennsvlvania, assembled at Harrisburg, 
respectfully sheweth, 

That your memorialists have learned with sorrow and alarm, that 
a proposition is at this lime before your honorable body, to recognize 
the independence of the government assumed to be established by the 
insurgents of Texas. Against this measure, your memorialists in be- 
half of themselves, of the thousands whom they represent, and of 
the principles long cherished by the people of Pennsylvania ; in the 
name of liberty, justice, and humanity enter their SOLEMN AND 
UNITED PROTEST. 

Facts incontrovertible, which have come to the knowledge of your 
memorialists, warrant the belief that the insurrection in Texas, has 
been aided by citizens of the United States, that its main object, the 
grand cause of tlie movement, as evinced by the sentiments and con- 
duct of its advocates, and by the very constitution of their assumed 
government, is the establishment of domestic slavery, the re-opening 
of an immense slave market — to set up anew the shambles for human 
flesh, where the abhorrent tralnc had been arrested and abolished by 
the legitimate authorities of IVIexico — and finally, to annex the terri^ 
tory to tlie United States. From a regard to the national honor; for 
the character of the age :n which we live ; by their obligations io 
posterity ; and above al! to the God of justice, your memorialists feel 
themselves called upon as Pennsylvanians, the representatives of free- 
men and chrfetians, to offer their strong remonstrance against any 
act on the part of the country of which they are citizens, which shall 
sanction or recognize a government' which owes its origin to the base 
and unhallowed purpose of re-establishing slavery upon the soii of 
liberty. 

Your memorialisljs, therefore, respectfully but earnestly entreat 
your honorable body, to reject the proposition for the recognition of 
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th'3 gcvernme2it, assumPil to be established by tlie in«ur)^^onts of Tc;>:as, 
as well a.s all attempts that ".:ay be made to connect it with the United 
Slates, aiid as in duty bound we will ever pray, &c. 

Signed in behalf of the Convention, 
JULIUS LE MOYNE, President. 

B. F. Allen, Wm. A. Adair; Benjamin Brown, Nathan Stein, Jo- 
seph M'Truinin, Lindley Coates, Bartholomew Fussels 'Win. H. 
Fussels. Vice-Presidents^ 

James Rhoads, Henry Duffield, Benjamin S.Jones, Wui, B. Tiionias, 
A. L. Post, Secretaries. 



NEW-YORK STATE A. S. CONVENTION 

Resolved, That we regard the influence and efforts of American 
citizens, in exciting and supporting an insurrectionary war ii) Mexico, 
with loathing and horror. 

That the south, in countenancing and encci'raging insurrectionary 
movements in Mexico, has madly lent herself to assist in forging and 
sharpening the knife of the insurgent for her own defenceless throat. 

That we feci disgraced and outraged by the efforts of American 
citizens to restore slavery to Texas ; and that to the utmost of our 
power lawfully exercised, we will resist and call upon others to resist 
the introduction of Texas into our republic. 



The sympathy which exists in behalf of Texas at the south, looks 
to other objects than the mere defence of that country. To.\as is de. 
sired as an appendage to the strength of the 6touth. They wish it 
annexed to the union, that the balance of power may still be found 
on the foobic side of' Mason and Dixon's line.' Onct^ let the cry for 
succor be rung througii the land, and the an nexavi^u*tf Texas, thoy 
imagine, will be as easy as it is desirable. So reasons the soiiih. Let 
the north reason otherwise. The Toxians are not deserving of aid or 
sympathy. The invasion of that country by Santa Anna, is not un- 
provoked. It is in a great measure justified, in retaliation for the 
Santa Fo expedition, which had for its avowed purpose tiie subjuga- 
tion and pillage of Mexica. Tlie Tcxians have provoked the assault, 
and now they must abi(ie the consequences, unless a fool-hardy and 
absurd idea prevails, tiiat we must succor these men, because Tcfxas 
affords a refuge for outlaws and desperadoes for the whole continent 
of North America. — Phila. Gaz. 



There is lilfle reason to believe that the independence of Texa-s 
would have been acknowledged if there had been any previous ap. 
prehension, in the minds of the people at large, that such a.'i event 
was about to take place. Remonstrance upon remonstrance would 
have been poured upon the national legislature. But there was no 
effort, because there was no alarm. The me.ssage of president Jack- 
son, and the speech of Gov. McDuffie, (whatever might have been 
intended by those documents,) uadoubtediy had the effect to make the 
nlmost universal imprewssion that no attempt would be made durmg 
the session, to acknowledge the independence of Texas. Ti»e im- 
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pifssion that it would not be attempted, was without doubt, the priri' 
cipal secret of its success. The friends of iiburty and the union 
should Kce well to it that they arc not caujfht slumbering a second 
lime, oil their posts. If they are, tliey inu.st not be surprised if the 
wreck of our free institutions should finally prove to Ijave been owing 
to their own inactivity and supineness. We call on ail good citizens 
and especially on those who have influence with the individuals now 
in powei', to step forward at a crinis like the present, and save the 
administration, by saving the country from blood guiltiness, from re- 
tribution, from disgrace, disaster, and irretrievable ruin. — Friend of 
Man. 



Message of President Jackson to the Howse of Representatives, 

December 22, 1836. 
»*Th<^ acknowledgment of a new slate as independent and entitled 
to a place in ilic family of nations, is at all times an act of great 
delicacy and responsibility; but more especially so, when such state 
has forcibly separated itself from another, of which it had formed an 
integral part, and which still claims dominion over it. A premature 
rcQognition, under these circumstances, if not looked upon as justi- 
fiable cause of war, is always liable to be regarded as a proof of an 
unfriendly .spirit to one of the contending parties," 

Extract from the general order of General Jackson, for the e.xecu,. 
tion of Arbuthnot and Ambrister : "It is an established principle of 
the law of nations, that any individual, of any nation, making war 
against the citizens of another nation, they being at peace, forfeits 
his allegiance, and becomes an outlaw and a pirate." 

If this principle is correct^ then by the rules of war, Santa Anna 
was right in executing the prisoners that he look in Texas, for they 
were, most of them, confessedly of this country. Here were their 
homes, before a love of plund9r and of glory induced them to go to 
Texas, to fight against a government with which their native coun- 
try was at peace. — Liberate • 

WILLIAM B. TAPPAN. 

' Admit her to the Union? Yes ! 

If our democracy can bow 
To kings, and is prepared to kiss 

The loathsome hem of tyrants now» 
From principles that years have tried 

If thus we fall, no longer men, 
And to our fathers' deeds of pride 

Are recreant — why admit her then ! 

If slavery's foul and damning spot 

Must here increase like Ahab's cloud, 
Blackening the moral heavens till not 

One star shall blaze upon the proud ; 
If thus, a spectacle of scorn 

To nations, we're content, — let men 
Lift up the consummated horn 

Of infamy — admit her then J 
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Annexation of Texas. — Resolutions in favor of annexing Texas 
to llie United States have pasf;ed the Texan Cfongtcss. It will how. 
ever take two to make a bargain. The people of this country will 
never sanction it unlesa slavery is first abolished — and perhaps not 
llien. We have too much territory now. — Sbutkport (Illinois,) 
American. 



EDWARD EVERETT. 

Whatever step wc take towardvS annexation, is gratuitious. This 
whole .subject has been so ably discussed by Dr. Channing, in his 
recent letter to Mr. Clay, that it would be superfluous to enlarge up- 
on it. I will only say that if, at this moment, when an all import- 
ant experiment is in train, to abolish slavei-y by peaceful and legal 
means in the Briii.<<h West Indies, the United Slates, instead of imi- 
tating their example or even awaiting their result, should rush into 
a policy of giving an indefinite extension to slavery over a vast re- 
gion incorporated into their Union, we bhould stand condemned be. 
fore the civilized world. It would be in vain to expect to gain 
credit for any further professions of a w illingness to be rid of sla- 
very as soon as possible. No extenuation of its existence, on the 
ground of its having been forced upon the country in ita colonial 
state, would any longer avail us. It would be thought, and thought 
justly, that lust of power and lust of gold had made us deaf to the 
voice of humanity and justice. We should be sclf-convicted of the 
enormous crime of having voluntarily given the greatest possible en- 
largement to an evil, which, in concert with the rest of mankind, 
we had afl'ectcd to deplore, and tjfiat at a time when the public sen- 
timent of the civilized world, more than at any former period, is 
aroused to its magnitude. 

There are other objections to the measure, drawn from its bear- 
ing on our foreign relations, but it is unnecessary to discuss them. , 
Answer to Questions of his Constituents, 18.37 

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE, 1843 

Resolves against the annexation of Texas to the Union. 

Resohed, That under no circumstances whatsoever can the peo- 
pie of Massac ii use tts regard the proposition to admit Texas into the 
Union, in any other light than as dangerous to its continuance in 
peace, \n prosperity, and in the enjoyment of those blessings which 
it is the object of a free government to secure. 

Resolved, That the Senators and Representatives of Massachu. 
setts, in the Congress of the United States, be requested to spare no 
exertions to oppose, and if possible to prevent the adoption of the 
proposition referred to. * 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor, be requested to 
transmit one copy of these resolutions to the Executive of each of 
the U^^ited States, and a like copy to each Senator and Representa> 
live in Congress from Massachusetts. 
2S 



m 



ANTI-TEXAB, 



THE FREE AMERICAN, 

The success of the slaveholders thus far in disposing of tho sub. 
jcct of petitions and compelling their Nortliern salcUitcs to lie still, 
and bo trampled on ; the very affectionate and paternal expression* 
of the President's message towards our " daughter," republic ; the 
unveiled anxiety of the South to find a balance weight in the Sen- 
ate for the new States of Iowa and Wisconsin, both of which will 
have Senators here in the 28th Congress ; the certainty that it is 
** Now or never" with them, and the strong ground of encourage - 
ment that they may now succeed, leaye no room for doubt that cither 
by a direct application from Texas to Congress, or by negociation 
with Mexico, confidentially, well understood to bo agreeable to tho 
leaders in Texas, there will be a more strenuous end determined ef- 
fort than has ever yet been made to secure the annexation of Tex. 
as to the United Stales. The only formal difficulty on our part, to 
a negociation with Mexico, to-wit, that we have fully acknowledg- 
ed the independence of Texas herself, can never be allowed to stand 
in the way of so great an object, especially when the whole thing 
is in the hands of slaveholders, and still more when the only party 
in interest to object, to-wit, Texas, is actually in favor of the trans, 
fer.— /. Leavitt, 



THE LIBERATOR. 

Although the south has been defeated in her fir&t attempt to an* 
nex the stolen and blood stained territory of Texas to this Union, 
yet it must not be supposed that she mean's to give up the project 
as hopeless, without making fresh exertions to carry it into efiect. 
When she put her robber-Iiand upon Texas, and wrested it from 
Mexico, she did not dreatn of creating an independent slave-holding 
country by her side ; nor did she anticipate the amount of opposition 
that would be called forth on the part of the partially abolitionizcd 
north, against the daring proposition to unite Texas with this coun- 
try. She does not mean to be foiled in her purpose, but is unques- 
tionably watching for a favorable opportunity, when northern sus- 
picion is slumbering, to carry the measure in Congress by the same 
device that she procured the acknowledgment of Texan independ. 
©nee, Hear the Natchez Free Trader on this subject, in a recent 
ii«raber W« hiawifrcffl^ttii to -bisKevOj fmm «ii>n.>ft adviciia, -tbat a 
ne^v proposition rotative to tba laniow of i Ttiaas with thk cwtantrf 
will be brought forward by a distinguished gentleman, at the next 
eession of Congress^ under very favorable aufipices." This warning 
is fairly given, and it behoves ihe non-alavcholding States to bo p?©" 
pft?sd for the conflict. They mast never consent to sucJb an an* 
uexatioa on any terms. Sooner let the Uaiosi be d&^isd to pieces 



ANTI-TEXAS. 



327 



THE LIBERTY TRKSS. 

0c assure:! that a fiKcd and uttaltcrablo determination is entertain, 
od by i\vi slaveholder!) of the South to have Texan annexed to thitt 
Union early next session. In addition to the evidences of this con« 
tained in the ^cHoIutions of TenncsKce, A'abaina, dec., the pncral 
tone of the Southern preRs, the oxprwja dcclaratioiw of Henry A. 
Wise made last session, the appointment of Wttddy Thompson m 
Minister to Mexico, the recent letter of Governor Gilmer, of Vir- 

ginia, the assurance of Mr. Adams that this in and wtli continue io 
3 a nioastire vehemently urged by the South, so long as they have 
the leant hope of securing it, we now have from a reliable Bourco 
some further information in reference W it. A momlKir of Congress 
from one of the ultra-slavcholding Statii? has a friend in Texas who 
has jujit written him, detailing their wpitcbed and despairing con- 
dition there. They have neither money nor credit to carry on iho 
war, are In daily expectation of invasion, are so utterly bankrupt in 
property and character at home and abroad thai they can get no 
aid, and unless they can ultimately be annexed to the United Slates, 
that there is absolutely no hope for them ! ! He says if invaded 
they can make a sudden and temporary rally, and defend Ihcrnsclves, 
but they can neither raise nor sustam an army for continued ser. 
vice. 

It Is a case of life ci' death with them, and the South know it. 
This momber Congress said to another with whom he conversed, 
and to ^vhora he shewed the letter, wo must and shall have Texas 
annexed soon — probably not this Congi-ess, but early the nest session. 
But can you expect to get Northern votes to aid in this project ? Yes, 
we do expect to, and we shall get them, too, replied the former, and 
once hsiving secured the object, if the Northern folks !lon*t like it, 
let the dissolution of the Union come—we are prepared for it ! ! The 
Texian« are bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, and must be 
sU5t;!i!n<2d. Mr. Calhoun and President Tyler are well known to be 
in favoi* of it. 

The Southern policy h to say as little about it as possible be« 
forehatlid, so that the masses in the North ne^d not aroused, and 
when |:he deed is once done, they anticipate a grumbling acquic^t. 
cence, jas in similar instances heretofore. Several moiabersof Con« 
grejis iilave been writing into their districts, sounding the alarm. 

1 THE NEW.YOKK AMERICAN. 

So, j;!ien, it is only necessary for a gang of piunderefs and out. 
laws H\ declare themselves a parly of emigrft»t», (aria^d Ut the teeth 
Ifcougli they btt,) ariti they can oil./ih'tU^<Bi^'l%',wie8B itareei- ^^mm<i' 
?ffllcd. Wttll, then, a« /ft ieaji'ooi' I'uio ibat twill not work b-:jtii 
ways, j'et us reverse the case. Jjct us suppose another South Cednu 
ii'na »ii!iirication aflkir. I<et us 8up{)ose inattcm to bebi^snghi to 
such a| paM, as to involve the genera! government and Soutir CairtS' 
lirsa in *ivsl war. And now for emigrating parties. Fleets and ar. 
mms Qimvi from Mesrico and Gr^at Britam, and varioua other quar« 
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pomisfd prolcftfion lo all onlorly sottlcrs; and only wanted fo puiii. 
ish and t'Xjnd laiid Bpcculafors and jobbcrH, who had introiiuocd 
Ihcin.vclvc'! from iho iJnitcd Stuio.s, with slaves. Thoy «;n;i>lcd 
limn with tho large i<acl» of fertile land lhal Iho gra''jfid Tex. ana 
Would allow ihotn fur their assintatico ag'\inst the Mcxic.ins ; but 
tJjcy (lijrj land job'.Kjrs) conct.'alcd, that they themselves, by false 
lillcti and Urtiirpation, pretended a right to all tho iand.H in Tc.xaa 
that were valuable ; that ihey wanfed to resist the Mexican govern-, 
Jiier.l, to preserve thcso lands unlawfully acquired ; and lliat tho 
'J'exans, in place of sympathi/in); with thent, hated thcai as spoilers 
of the caninionwealtij, and disturbers of t'.va public peace." 

* JUSTITIA. 

NEVV-yoiuTTRIBUNE. 

Wc have received cuuununicalions on hoth side.', of the question 
of consenling to the Annexalion of Texas to our Federal Union, 
W<! cannot make room Ibr them, deeininjril incre(".ibio that any sane 
man should favor sueii Annexation, and having no room to waste 
on fighting fihadowh. VVlienevcr tho question shall be brought be- 
fore the country by the advocates of An.iexalion, wc shall be found 
among the most determined, unt iring opposers of any such measurc- 
Our country is qutte large enough now ; Texas is burthened with . 
war and debt ; hef people arc toogencral!y improvident and idle, and 
we would far sooner 8{>are many more such than take them back 
a^ain. Besides, any attempt to annex Texas to the Union would 
exeitc the bitterest jealousy and hostilif in England, France, and 
throughont the civilized world. Why not let well enough alone ? 
IflheTexans prefer to live in ilic United Slates, they can easily 
come back here — far mor j easily than they can mainta n theinsclves 
where they are. 

Wc have reports that the Southern Stales favor the Annexation, 
but do not yet find evidence to confirm them. Why should the 
South s«;ek needlessly to renew the perils of the Missouri controver- 
sy 7 — to throw the whole subject of Slavery into the arena of party 
IM>liticsand bar-room aJtercation ? No, no: the old and safe rule of our 
International policy — •» Equal justice to all ; entangling alliances 
with none,"— "must bo adhered to, or we shall be aftoat on a fathom- 
less, ihoreicss sea of troubles. Let us be wise now. — Nov. 18'12, 



PITTSBURGH GAZETTE. 

Wc arc fearful that the iKjportance and truth of Mr. Adams's re. 

marks in rctfirenco to the Ci-.tnspisacy esisTti??^ amonj^ rlaveboldhig 
polil.kiaisitv, to aij!,ie^ Tcsas to die Uwiori, wiiii not be fbliby the peo* 
pie generally, ustil they wake up ta fmd the object of the conspiia- 
cy eonsumtrtalcd, or so nearly consummated that resistcnce will be 
hopelcsa. 

If, through supincncss and indiflerence, the North permits thia 
great objeei of the South to be accomplished, there will be an end 
m all indcpcadcBce and free legislation, on the part of the free 
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Stales, W<j flliall tlicn become the vassals if tlic Konlh(jrn tas^rnaa. 
tcr. A 'nifficicnt numbor of Sfaftft can bo carried out of Tcxass, to 
give tlie South the balance of \t( VfoY forever. They will then Jjavii 
both the power of nmnborsand t he power resulting from a common 
interest in an immenso amount of property. 

Car> any lover of hia country look upon this prospect cf entailing 
upon us the power, the intluienco and enormities of American sla- 
very, through all time, vrithout a feeling of horror and indignation ; 
and yet there cannot bo the slightest doubt that such is tin) design 
of the South. The following article, from the Cincinnati GazeKe, 
commenting on an article from th^ Union, the organ of Tyler, in 
New- York city, is worthy of attention. Tlie remarks of the Union 
are strongly corroborative of the statements of Mr. Adams, and 
show that there is danger, — danger near at hand, and of a most 
alarming character. The present unprincipled occupant of the 
Presidential chair is a firm believer in the sentiment that •« what tho 
law declares to be property, is property and that " two hundred 
years of legislation has sanctioned and sanctified negro slaves as 
property." Acting on this belief, he is bending all his exertiou« to 
perpetuate the existence of this great evil, hei avery patriot and 
friend of human rights ponder well on this subject. The Gazette 
says : 

«• There are those who affect to laugh at Mr. Adams's views as 
regards the annexation of Texas to this Union. We believe his 
statements; and furthermore we believe that it is the intention of a 
large portion of the politicians now in power to secure this obvsct. 
The plan, as we understand it, is to guarantee the indepehdenco of 
Texas, and, if practicable, to go further, and secure its aiinexatijB 
to this country." 

Texas. — Memorials against the admission of Texas into the union 
ought to bo industriously circulated through the country, for every 
body to sign, and be poured in at the next Congress in clouds. The 
admission of Texas into the union, would be the death warrant of 
that union. It might linger out a short and painful existence after* 
wardis, but what would remain of life after admitting Texas, would 
be like the life of man after 70 — 

" We rather sigh and groan than live."— Lynn jfteeorS. 

We trust for our country's sake and happiness — for our liberty 
and iinion and peace-^that this most extravagant scheme about to 
be renewed, of annexing Texas, which is twice as large as Peimsyl- 
vania and Virginia united — to her already bloated Territory^ will be 
frowned dowD by the ujrisversal people. A usiion resting as one tcr, 
minus on the Facifio Ocean, as another on Mexico, ita a tfeird on 
N. Brunswick and the Atlantic, could not be held togei'.er for six 
months. !t would crumble to pieces by ita own weight, and oveir- 
whclni all in its rains. Or, if it was kept consolidated, it would rjSf> 
ly be by the agency, of some despotic principle, which could bary 
the Liber^ty and happiness of the American people m one conuAon 
^zve*-r^Rickmond Whig 
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SANTA-ANNA. 

How can we style him a tyrant, who benevolently offered tho 
Bouthern planters the noble privilege of tilling the land in the Prov- 
ince of Texas, and that, too exempt from taxation for ten years 1 
Can we call Santa-Anna a tyrant, who in 1829, passed a decree 
that there should btno slaves held in his dominions after that yearf 
Can we call him a tyrant, who opposed the efforts of rebels, and 
used them with deserved severity ? Do we call him a tyrant, who 
fought and bled in a cause whose principles are immortal, and are 
from the authority of God ? — who to contravene the efforts of those 
who wished to substantiate more firmly the horrible system of sla. 
very. Justice and equity — right and wrong, remain the same, not- 
withstanding the customs of man being vitiated by corruption, and 
he calls that injustice which opposes him. Yes, Santa Anna too 
well knew that there was no crime, however dreadful, that the sys- 
tem of slaVery did not tolerate and generate, and that a nation, how- 
ever prosperous and wealthy, would fall into anarchy under its 
deadly influence. 

When Congress had not declared war with Mexico, what folly 
was it for the troops of this nation to assume the power of commit, 
ting hostilities ? So far have men been swallowed up in iniquity, that 
their return for benevolence is foul revelry and devastating destruc. 
tion. These things cannot continue long in such a slate, where the 
fundamental principles of human unalienable rights are so impetu- 
ously opposed. As christians, we cannot but believe, that such 
conduct will ere long, call down the irresistable wrath and judg- 
ment of an immutable and offended God. — Woonsoeket Patriot 

Much exultation is manifested by certain editors at the Tcxian 
success of arms, as an advance of civil liberty. We could most cordi- 
ally respond to their rejoicings did we believe that such would bo 
the result. We have a totally different opinio. i of the subject. Wo 
believe it will be to extend and perpetuate Slav.?'^— to rivet mora 
firmly the shackles of the oppressed African, and that the hue and 
cry for Texian liberty, means in fact no more than liberty to hold 
slaves, and that the Constitution of the United States, should it ev- 
er be extended over them, guaranteeing to them, in letter, life, lib. 
ertf , and property,** would be to all but the lordly master, " a rheto* 
rical flourish." — Hampshire Republican, 
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WILLIAM H. BURLEIGH. 

Ho ! for the rescue ! ye who part 
Parents from children — heart from heart- 
Up ! patriarchs" — and gather round, 
Ye who sell infants by the pound! 

The land of chivalry and chains, 
Whose priests have sanctified pollution, 
Pours in her ruffians from her plains, 
And Houston still with them, maintains 
Our "patriarchal institution I" 

Shout for the onset ! till the North, 
Startled, shall quit her little knavery, 

And pour her choicest scoundrels forth 
To fight for Texas lands and — slavery ! 

Shout for oiT homes and household altars. 

Where justice comes not with her halters! 

Where proudly walk pur ranks among, 

The forger and the " great unhung !" 
Where Houston, chief of San Jacinto, 

Arrayed in Presidential dignity. 
Reckless, remorseless, plunges into 
Crimes which «' Old Nick" would scarce begin i(H 

With all his lust and dire malignity ! 

These be thy Gods, oh Texas ! — these ! — 

Tried heroes, dipped in lust and blood — 
From justice sturdy refugees. 

And outcasts from the wise and good ! 
Then fling abroad our glorious star, 
And gather for victorious war — 
Led on by such, our arms shall be 
Bulwarks and walls for slavery \ 

Ho ! Texians I for the battle cry — 
*' Alamo ! vengeance to the foeman !* 

Fling out your banner to the sky, 

Maintain—or in the struggle die; 
The glorious right of—Jiogging womam 
August HBth, 1837. 

Oppressed by Britain, we threw off the chain ; 
A worse oppression we ourselves maintain, 
Texas has sins for which she should atone : 
Sball we take her's, and thus increase our ownT 
Shall we pursue a course which Heaven abhors, 
And bind our freemen, slaves to unjiist laws 7 
Forbid it, Heaven ! nor let it e'er be said. 
That 'twas for this our fathers fought and bled ; 
I<et not their sons erase their well earned fame, 
Eclipse their glory in a nation's shame.— Ziou^. JovK 
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RHODE ISLAND. 

Whereas tliis limited Government possesses no power to extend 
its jurisc.'iction over any foreign nation ; End no foreign nation, 
country, or people, can be admitted into this Union but by th.e sov 
ercign will and act of the free people of all and each of these United 
States ; nor without ihe formation of a new compact of union, and 
another frame of government radically different in objects, principles 
and powers, from that which was framed for our own self govern- 
Hient, and deemed to be adequate to all the exigencies of our own 
free Republic: Therefore, 

Resolved, That we have witnessed with deep concern the indi- 
cations of a disposition to bring into this Union, as a constituent 
member thereof, the foreign province or territory of Texas. 

Resolved, That although we are fully aware of the consequences 
which must follow the accomplishment of such a project, could it be 
accomplished — aware that it would lead speedily to the conquest 
and annexation of Mexico itself, and its fourteen remaining provin- 
ces or hiltiidencies, which, together with the revolted province of 
Texas, would furnish foreign territories and foreign people for at 
least twonly members of the new Union. That it would load the 
nation with debt and taxes, and, by involving it in perpetual war 
and commotions, both foreign and internal, would furnish a pretence 
(which a stale of war never fails to furnish) for the assumption and 
exercise of powers incompatible with our free republicaji institu- 
tions, and' subversive of the liberties of the People. That the gov- 
er-nment of a nation so extended and so constructed would soon be. 
come radically changed in character, if not in form ; would una- 
voidably become a nnlitary government, and, under the plea of ne- 
cessity, would free itself from the restraints of the Constitution, and 
from its accountability of the People. 

That we are fully aware of the deep degradation into which this 
young Republic would sink itself, in the eyes of the whole world, 
should it annex to its own vast territories pther and foreign territo- 
ries of immense though unknown extent, for the purpose of encourag- 
ing the propagation of slavery, and promoting the raising of slaves 
within its own bosom — the very bosom -of freedom — to be exported 
and sold in those unhallowed regions. Although we are fuUy aware 
of these fearful evils, and numterless others which would come in 
their train, yet we do not here dwell upon them, because we are firm 
ly convinced that the free People of most, and we trust of all these 
States, will never suffer the admission of the foreign territory of Tex- 
as into this Union as a constituent member thereof ; will never sui- 
fer the integrity of this Republic to be violated, either by the intro. 
duction and addition to it of foreign nations or territories, one or ma- 
ay, or by the dismemberment of it by the transfer of any or more of 
its members to a foreign nation. The People will be aware, that, 
should one foreign State or country be introduced, unolher and an- 
other may be, without end, whether situated in South Atnerica, in 
♦Ha We<4t India ialandsi, or in anv other part of the world ; and that 
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a single foreign State thus admitted, might have in its power, by 
holding the balance between contending parties, to wrest their own 
Government from tlie hands and control of the People by whom it 
was established for their own benefit and self government. We are 
firmly convinced that the free People of these States will look upon 
any attempt to introduce the foreign territory of Texas, or any other 
foreign territory or nafion, into this Union, as a constituent membeir 
or members thereof, as manifesting a willingness to prostrate the 
Constitution and dissolve the Union. 

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be reqtiested to for- 
ward a copy of the foregoing resolutions to each ofour Senators and 
Representatives in Cona^ress, and to each of the Executives of tho 
several States, with a requast tliat the same may be laid before .ao 
respective Legislatures of said States. 
A true copy-— wilnesfs : 

HENRY BOWEN, Sec. of Siate, 

LEGISLATURE OF MICHIGAN. 
•'Whereas propositions have been made for the annexation of Tex- 
as to the United Stales, with a view to its ultimate incorporation in- 
to the Union : 

«« And whereas the extension of this General Government over so 
large a country dn the South wfcst, between which and that of the 
original States there is little affinity, and less identity of interests, 
would lend, in the opinion of this Legislature, g;reatly to disturb the 
safe and harmonious operations of the Government of 'le United 
States, and put in imminent danger the continuance of this happy 
Union : Therefore, 

«« Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Michigan, That in behalf, and in the name of, the 
State of Michigan, this Legislature doth hereby dissent from, and 
solemnly protest against, the annexation, for any purpose, to this 
Union, of Texas, or any territory or district of country heretofore 
constituting a part of the dominions of Spain in America, lying 
west or southwest of Louisiana." 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE FREE STATES OF THE 

UNION. • 

We, the undersigned, in closingour duties to our constituents and 
our country, as nien7*)ers of the 27th Congress, feel bound to call 
your attention, very briefly, to the project long entertained by a por- 
tion of the people of these United States, still pertinacicwsly adher. 
ed to, and intended t?oorn to be consummated — the annexation of 
Texas to the Union. 

The open and repaeted enlistment of troops in several States of 
this Union in aid of the Texan revolution ; the intrusion of an 
American army, by order of the President, far into the territory of 
the Mexican Government, at a moment critical to the fate of the in. 
fiurgents, uiviwr pretence of preventing Mexican soldiers from fo- 
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menfintr Indian disturbances, but in reality in aid of, and acting in 
singular concert and coincidence with, tl)e army of the revolution 
ists; the entire neglect of our Government to adopt any efficient 
measures to prevent tlie most unwarrantable aggressions of bodies 
of our owncitixens, enlisted, organized, and officered within our owa 
borders, and marched in arms and battle array upon the lerrilory, 
and against the inhabilants of a friendly Government, in aid of free* 
boolers and insurgents ; and the premature recognition of the in- 
dependence of Texas, by a snap vote, at the heel of a session of 
Congress, and that, too, at the very session when President Jackson 
had, by spJHHsl^ressogo, insisted that "the measure would be con- 
trary to Iha policy invariably observed by the United Si ales, in all 
shnilar cases, would be marked with great injustice to Mexico, and 
peculiarly liable to the darkest suspicions, inasmuch as the Texans 
were almost all emigrants from the United Slates, and sought the re- 
cognition ol their independence with the avowed purpose of obtain- 
ing their annexation to the United States these occurrences are 
too well known and too fresh in the memory of all to need more than 
a passing notice. The^se have becoinu matters of history. For fur- 
ther evidence on all these and other important points, we refer to v 
the memorable speech! of John Quincy Adams, delivered in the 
House of Representatives during the n.orning hours of June and Ju- 
ly, 1838, ajid to his address to his constituents, delivered at Brain- 
tree, Seplember 17, 1842. 

Tiie open avowal of the Texans themselves, the frequent and anx- 
ious negotiations of our own Government, the refjolutions of vari- 
ous Stales of the Union, the numerous declarations of members of 
Congress, the lone of the Southern press, as well as the direct ap. 
plication of the Texan Government, make it impossible for any man 
to doubt that annexation and the formation of several new slave- 
holding Slates and the Executive of the nation. 

The same references will show, very conclusively, that the par- 
ticular objects of this new acquisition of slave territory were the per- 
petuation of slavery and the continued ascendancy of the slave 
power. 

VVe hold that there is not only *» no political necessity" for it, no 
advantages to be derived fi-om it," but that there is no constitution- 
«1 power delegated to any department of the National Government, 
lo authorize it ; that no act of Congress, or treaty for annexation, 
can impose the least obligation upon the several States of this Un- 
ion to submit to auch an unwarrantable act, or to receive into their 
family and fraternity such misbegotten and illegitimate progeny. 

We hesitate not to say, that annexation, effected by any act or 
proceeding of the Fedei-s! Government, or any of its departments, 
would be identical with dissolutionu It would be a violation of our 
national compact, its objects, designs, nnd the great elementary 
principles which entered into its formsition, of a character so deep 
and fundamental, and would be m attempt to eternize an institu- 
tion and a power of nature so unjust in themselves, so injurious to 
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the interests and abhorrent M tlic feelings of the people of the free 
Stfttos, &s<, in our opinion, not only inevitably to result in a dissolu- 
tion of the Union, but fully to justify it ; and wo not only aesort 
that the people of the free Slatea ought not to submit to it," but 
ve say, vviUi confidenee, ihe^ would not submit to it. We know 
their present temper and spirit on this subject too well to believe for 
a moment that they would become particeps criminis in afiy such 
subtle contrivance for the irremediable verpetuation of an institu- 
tion which the wisest and be«t men -who finined our Federal Con. 
stitution, as well from the slaves as the free States, regarded aa an 
evil and a curst, soon to bocc ne e.tiinct under the operation of laws 
to be passed prohibiting the slave-trade, and the progressive influ 
cnce of the prinoiples of the Revolution. 
Washington, March 3, 1843. 

John Quincy Adams, 
Skth M. Gates, 
William Slade, 
William B. Calhoun, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Nathaniel B. Borden, 
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John Mattocks, 
Christopher Morgan, 
, Joshua M. Howard, 
Victory Birdseye, 
Thomas A. Tomlinson, 
Sta!ley N. Clark, 
Charles Hudson, 
, Archibald L. Linn, 
Thomas W. Williams, 
Truman Smith, 
David Bronson, 
Gborge N. Brioos. 
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